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PRINCESS. op CLEVES, 



GHARACTE R /* ; -w>'*£ v - \ 

OF THE ':.;>> ' l, "jST/£j 



BY THE EDITOR. 

THE ftory of the Princefs of Clcves *, which, 
we now prefent to our readers, has been long 
and univerfaljy allowed to ftand foremoft 'in that 
peculiar fpecies of writing, where hiftorical fad* 
are intermixed with the anecdotes and adventures- 
of private perfonagetf. The fcene is laid in the court 
of France, at an era when galantry had rifen to itsv 
greateft height in that polite nation ; though the> 
romantic notions of ancient chivalry had begun 
to grow obfolete, but were not yet in tirely exploded £ 
for we here meet with a tournament, appointed m 
Jionour of the princefs Elizabeth's marriage with 

* The original of this Novel is in French. The author 
Jias not put any name to the piece, and gives this modeft 
reafon for it ; " That he would wait 'till he found how it 
was received by the public, before he would venture to de- 
clare himfelf," The fecret has never fince tranfpired. 

In this uncertainty, every one is left at liberty to frame 
a co nje&ure about the Author ; and, in my opinion, this 
Work feems to have been written by fome ingenious woman 
pf the age in which it appeared; as the delicacy of fenti- 
ment, and peculiar nicety of manners, with which the 
princefs" of Cleves conducted herfelf in the moft difficult 
lituations, could only have arifen in the female breaft. Men 
are not apt to imagine fuch refinements \ and even , per- 
tagjj left tot to impute tkcgn to the. feat. 

the. 

Digitized by GoOgle 



CHARACTER, & *• 

the king of Spain ; which, however, was the laft 
that ever was exhibited in France. 

From this particular circumftance, the reader 
may form an idea, that the manners and fentiments 
of thofe times differed widely from thofe of the 
prefent ; and of courfe, the delicacy with which 
the princefs of Cleves and the duke of Nemours 
conduced themfelyes, though under the influence 
of an unjuftifiable paffion, ought not to be deemed 
Tinnatural, though, perhaps, in thefe more licentious 
days it may be fuppo&d improbable. 

There are fonie fixations in the following Novel, . 
more refined and elegant than any we ever re- 
jpember to have met yith before; particularly t 
that of our heroine's £ying for fan&uary, a^it 
were, from herfelf, into the bofpm of her huf-» 
band, by revealing to hio> her paffion for another. 
What a confidant for a modern dame ! The line 
which the princefs of Cleves purfues through the 
^phole flory, is dpubtlefs worthy of emulation tu 
thofe who may fc Co ijnbappy as to ftand in the 
fcqae predicament ; t>ut her conduct, after the death 
of hpr bufband, will, we fear, rather be confidewj 
9? a fobjefl; for admiratipa, ttap imitate. 
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PART I. 



GRANDEUR and gallantry never appeared with 
.more luftre in France, than in the laft years of 
Henry the Second's reign. This prince was 
amorous and handfome, and though his paffion for 
Diana of Poidliers, duchefs of Valentinois, was of 
above twenty years ftanding, it was not the lefs violent, 
nor did he give leis diftinguifhing proofs of it. 

As he was happily turned to excel in bodily exercifes, 
he took a particular delight in them, fuch as hunting, 
tennis, running at the ring, and the like diverfions. 
Madam de Valentinois gave fpirit to all entertainments 
of this fort, and appeared at them with grace and beauty 
equal to that of her grand-daughter, madam de la 
Marke, who was then unmarried ; the queen's prefence 
feemed to authorife her's. 

The queen was handfome, though not young ; fhe 
loved grandeur, magnificence and pleafure; fhe was 

Vol. II, B married 
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2 THE PRINCESS OP CLEVES. PartL 

married to the king while he was duke of Orleans, dur- 
ing the life of his ^Ider brother, the dauphin, a prince 
whofe great qualities promised in him a worthy fucceflbr 
of his father Francis the firft 

The queen's ambitious temper made her tafte the fweett 
of reigning, and fhe feemed to bear with perfect eafe 
the king's paflion for the duchefs of Valentionis, nor 
did (he exprefs the leaft jealoufy of it 5 but fhe was fb 
ftilful a diflembler, that it was hard to judge of her real 
Sentiments, and policy obliged her to keep the duchefs 
about her perfon, that fhe might draw the king to her 
at the fame time. This prince took great delight in 
the converfation of women, even of fuch as he had no 
paflion for ; for he was every day at the queen's court, 
when ihe held her aiTembly, which was a concourfe of 
"all that was beautiful and excellent in either fex. 

Never were finer women or more accomplished men 
feen in any court ; and nature feemed to have taken 
pleafure in laviihing her greateft graces on the greateft 
ptrfbns. The princefs Elizabeth, fince queen of Spain, 
began now to manifeft an uncommon wit, and to dis- 
play thofe beauties which proved afterwards fo fatal to 
Ker. Mary Stuart, queen of Scotland, who had jufl 
married the dauphin; and was called the queen-dau- 
phin, had all the perfections of mind and body ; fhe had 
been educated in the court of France, and had imbibed 
alt the politenefs of it ; fhe was by nature fo wdl formed 
to fhine in every thing that was polite, that notwith- 
fbnding her youth, none furpaffed her in the iiioft re- 
fined accomplifliments. The queen, her mother-in- 
law, and the king's filler, were alfo extreme lovers 
of mufic, plays, and poetry ; for the tafte which Francis 
the Firft had for the Belles Lettres Was not yet ex- 
finguiflied in France ; and as his fon was addicled to 
exercifes, no kind of pleafure was wanting at court. 
But what rendered this court fb fplendid, was the pre- 
sence of fo many great princes, and per foils bf the higheft 
quality and Merit : thofe I Aall name, in their different 

clura&trs, 
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*a*t L THE PRINCESS OF CLEVfcS. 3 

characters, were the admiration and ornament of their 
*ge. 

The king of Navarre drew to hhnfeif the refpeft of all 
the world, both by the great nefs of his birth, and br 
the dignity that appeared in his perfon ; he was re- 
markable for his (kill and courage in war. The duke 
*of Guife had alfo given proofs of extraordinary valour, 
and had been fo fuccefsful, that there Was not a general 
who did not look upon him with envy $ to his valour 
he added a mod txquifite genius and understanding* 
grandeur of mind, and a capacity equally turned for 
military or cjvil affairs. His brother, the cardinal of 
Loraine, was a man of boundlefs ambition, and of ex- 
traordinary wit and eloquence, and had beSides ac- 
quired a vaft variety of learning,- which enabled him 
to make himfelf very considerable by defending tjie 
Catholic religion, which began to be attacked at that 
time. The chevalier de Guife, afterwards called 
Grand Prior, was a prince beloved by all the world, of 
. a comely perSbn, full of wit and addrefs, and dif- 
tinguifhed through all Europe for his valour. The 
prince of Conde, though little indebted to nature in his 
- perfon, had a noble foul, and the, liveliness of his wit 
made him amiable even in the eyes of the iineft women. 
The duke of NeVers, distinguished by. the-high employ- 
ments he had poffeffed, and by the glory he had gainfed 
•in war, though in an advanced age> was yet the delight 
of the court : he had three fons very accomplished $ the 
fecond, called the prince of Cleves, was worthy to Sup- 
port the honour of his houSe ; he was brave and gene* 
rous, and (hewed a prudence above his years* The 
vifcount de Chartres, defcended of the ilhiftrious family 
of Vendome, whofe name the princea of the Mood have 
thought it no dishonour to wear, was equally dis- 
tinguished for gallantry ; he was ' genteel, of a fine 
•mien, valiant, generous, and all theSe qualities he pof- 
feSTed in a* very uncommon degree ; in Short, if any one 
0ould>be compared to the dukede Nej^ours, it waa he. 

'"" " Digitized by GoOgle 



4 THE PRINCESS OF CLEVES. Part L 

-The duke d,e Nemours. Was a m after -piece of nature; 
the beauty of hisperfon, inimitable as it was, was his 

* leait perfection ; what placed him above other men, 
-was a certain agreeablenefs in his difcourfe, his actions, 

his looks, which was obfervable in none befide himfelf : 
He had in his behaviour a gaiety that was equally plea- 
iing to men and women ; in his exercifes he was verf 
•expert 3 and in drefs he had a peculiar manner, which 
, jw*s followed by ail the world, but could never be imi- 
, tated : in fine; fuch, was the air of his whole perfon, 

• that it wasimpoflible to fix one's eye' on any thing elfe, 
wherever he was. There was not a lady at .court 
whofe vanity would not have been gratified by his ad- 
drefies ; few of thofe whom he addrefTed, could boaft of 
having refilled him ; and «ven thofe for whom he ex- 
prefTed no paflion, could not forbear expreffing one for 
him : his natural gaiety and difpofitioa to gallantry was 

1 fo great, that he cpuld not refufe fome part of his cares 

and attention to thofe who made it their endeavour to 

pleafe him ; aTnd accordingly he had feveral miftrefTes, 

but it was hard to guefs which of them was in pofieffion 

of his heart. He made frequent vifits to the queen T 

dauphin; the beauty of this princefs, the fweetnefs of her 

temper, the care fhe. took to oblige every body, and the 

particular efteem fhe exprefTed for the duke de Nemours, 

gave ground to believe, that he had raifed his views 

even to her. Meffieurs de Guife, whofe niece fhe was, 

had fo faf encreafed their authority and reputation by 

this match, that their ambition prompted them to afpire 

at an equality with the princes of the blood, and to fhare 

in power with the conftable Montmorency. The king 

rcntrufted the conftable with the chief fhare in the admi- 

jiiftration of the government, and treated the duke of 

^Guife and the raarefchal de St. Andre as his favourites ; 

4»ut whether favour or bufinefs admitted men to his 

pre fence, they could riot preferve that privilege without 

fhe good-liking of the duchefs of Valentinois ; for though 

Ae was no longer in pofTeffion either of youth or beauty, 

me 
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Part I. THE PRINCESS OF CLEVES.* 5 

fhe yet reigned fo abfolutely in his heart,- that his perfon 
and ftate feemed entirely at her di fpofal. 

The king had fuch an affettion for th* conftable, 
that he was nofooner pofleiTed of the government, but 
he recalled him from the banifhment he had been fent 
into by Francis the Firft : thus was the court divide! be- 
tween meffieurs de Guife, and the conftable, whe was 
fopported by the princes of the blood ; and both parties 
made it their care to gainnhe duchefs of Valentinois. 
The dnke d' AuthaJe, the duke of Guife's brother, had 
'married one of her daughters, and the conftable afpired 
to the fame alliance ; he was not contented with having 
married his eldeft fon with madam Diana, the king's 
daughter by a Piemontefe lady, who tamed nun as fooh 
a* fhe was brought to bed. This marriage had mefwith 
a great many obftacles from the promifes which monfieur 
Montmorency had made to madam de Piennes, one of 
the maids of honour to the queen ; and though the king 
had.furmounted them with extreme patience and good- 
nefs, the conftable did not think himfelf fufficiently 
eftablifhed, unlefs he fecured madam de Valentinois in 
Ms intereft, and feparated her from meffieurs de Guife, 
whofe greatnefs began to give her uneafinefs. The 
duchefs. had obftru&ed as much as fhe could the marriage 
of the dauphin with the queen of Scotland ; the beauty 
and forward wit of that young queen, and the credit 
which her marriage gave to meffieurs de Guife, : were in- 
fnpportable to her ; fhe in particular hated the cardinal of 
Loraine, who had fpoke to her with feverity, and even 
with contempt ; (he was fenfible he took the party of 
the queen, fo that the conftable found her very well dif- 
pofed to unite her interefts with his, and to enter into 
alliance with him, by ^ marrying her grand-daughter,' 
madam de la Marke, with monfieur d' Anville, his fecond 
fon, who fucceeded him in his employment under the 
reign of Charles the Ninth. The conftable did not ex- 
pect to find the fame di {inclination to marriage in his 
fecond fon, which he had found in his eldeft ; but he 
B 3 ' proved 
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6 THE PRINCESS or CLEVES. Part L 

proved miftaken. The duke d'Anviile was defperately 
in love with the dauphin-queen, and how little hope 
foever he might have of fucceeding in his pafiion, he 
could not prevail with himfelf to enter into an engage- 
ment that would divide his cares. The marefdial de 
St. Andre was the only perfon in the court, that had not 
lifted in either party : he was a particular favourite, and 
the king had a perfona} affe&iori for him ; he had taken 
a liking to him ever itnce he was dauphin, and created 
him a marefchal of France at an age in which others 
rarely obtain the leaft dignities : his favour with the 
king gave him a luilre which he fupported by his merit 
and the agreeablenefs of his perfon, by a fplendor in his 
table and furniture, and by the moil profufe magnifi- 
cence that ever was known in a private perfon, the king's , 
liberality enabling him to bear fuck an expence. This 
prince was bounteous even to prodigality to thofe he 
favoured, and though he had not all the great qualities, 
he had very many ; particularly he took delight, and had 
'great fkill in military affairs ; he was alfo fuccefsful, and 
excepting the battle of St. Quintin, his reign had been 
a continued feries of victory ; he won in perfon the battle 
of Renti, Piemont was conquered, the Engliih were 
driven out of Franee, and the emperor Charles V. found 
his good fortune decline before the walls of Metz, which 
he besieged in vain, with all the forqes of the empire and 
of Spain : * but the, difgrace received at St. Quintin 
feuened the hopes we had of extending our. eonquefts ; 
and as Fortune feemed to divide herfelf between two 
kings, they both found themfelves infenfibly difpofed 
to peace. 

At this time, the king received the news of the death 
of queen Mary of England; his majefty difpatched 
forthwith the count de Randan to queen Elizabeth, t* 
congratulate her On her acceflion to the crown, and they 
received him with great diftinftion ; for her affairs were 
fo' precarious at that time, that nothing could be more 
tdvantegeous to her, than to fee her tide acknowledged 
. - by 
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Fa*t I THE PRINCESS OF CLEyES. 7 

by the king. The count found (he had a thorough 
knowledge of the intereits of the French court, and of 
the characters of thofe who compofed it ; but in parti- 
cular, ihe had a great idea of the duke of Nemours : 
ihe fpoke to him fo often, and with (o much earned- 
uefs concerning him, that the embaffador upon his re- 
turn declared to the king, that there was nothing which 
the duke of Nemours might not expect from that prin- 
cefs, and that he made no queftion (he might even be 
brought to marry him. The king communicated it to 
the duke the fame evening, and caufed the count de 
Randan to relate to him all the conventions he had had 
with queen Elizabeth, and in conclufion advis'd him to 
pufhJbis fortune. : the duke of Nemours imagined at nrit 
that the king was not in earned; but when he found to 
the contrary, If, by your advice, Sir, faid he, I engage 
in this chimerical undertaking for your majefty's fervice, 
I mud entreat your majefty to keep the affair fecret, till % 
the ftccefs of it (hall juilify me to the public; I would 
not be thought guilty of the intolerable vanity, to think 
that a queen, who has never feen me, would marry me 
for love. The king promifed to let nobody* into the de- 
fign but the con liable, fecrecy being neceflary, he knew, 
to the fuccefe of it. The count de Randan advifed the 
duke to go to England under pretence of travelling j, 
but the duke, difapproving this propofal, fent Mr. Lig- 
nerol, a iprightly young gentleman his favourite, to 
found the queen's inclinations, and to endeavour to 
make fome Heps towards advancing that affair: In the 
mean time, he paid a vifit to the duke of Savoy, wh» 
was then at BrufTels with the king of Spain. 

There appeared at this time a lady at court, who drew 
the eyes of the whole world 1 ; and one may imagine (he 
was a perfect beauty, to gain admiration in a place where 
there were fo many fine women ; .(he was of the fame 
family with the vifcpunt of Chartres> and one of the 
greateft heuehes of France ; her father died young; and 
kft her to the guardianfhip of madam de Charges, his 
B 4 wifel 
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wife, whofe wealth, virtue, and merit were uncommon^ 
After the lofs of her hufband (lie retired from court,. and; 
lived many years in the country ; during this retreat, her 
chief care was bellowed on the education of her daugh- 
ter 5 but fhe did not make it her buiinefs to cultivate her 
wit and beauty only, fhe took care alfb to inculcate vir- 
tue into her tender mind, and to make it amiable to her. 
The generality of mothers imagine, that it is fufficient 
to forbear talking of gallantries before young people, to 
prevent their engaging in them ; but madam dc 
Chartres was of a different opinion : Ihe often enter- 
tained her daughter with defcriptions of love ; fhe fhewed 
her what there was agreeable in it, that fhe might the 
more eafily perfuade her wherein it was dangerous ; ihe 
related to her the infmcerity, the faithlefTnefs, and want 
of candour in men, and the domeftic misfortunes that 
flow from engagements, with , them ; . on the other hand, 
fhe made her fenfible, what tranquillity attends the lift 
of a virtuous woman, and what luftre modefty gives to 
a perfon who po/TefTes birth and beauty ; at the fame 
time fhe informed her, haw' difficult it was to preferv* 
this virtue, except by an extreme diftruit of one's felf^ 
and by a conftant attachment to the only thing which 
conflitutes a woman's happinefs, to love and to be loved 
by her hufband. 

This heirefs was, at that time, one of the greatefl 
matches in France; and though fhe was very young, fe- 
veral marriages had been propofed to her mother ; but 
madam de Chartres being ambitious, hardly thought 
any thing worthy of her daughter; and when fhe was 
fixteen years of age fhe brought her to court. The vi£. 
count of Chartres, who went to meet her, was with rea- 
fon furprifed at the beauty of the young lady; her fine 
hair and lovely complexion gave her a luftre that was . 
peculiar to herfelf ; all her features were regular, and 
her whole perfon was full of grace. 

The day after her arrival, fhe went to chufe fome 
jewels at a famous Italian's ; this man came from Flo*. 

rence^ 
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rence with the queen, and had acquired fuch immenfe 
riches by his trade, that his houfe feemed rather fit for 
a prince than a merchant; while fhe was there, the 
prince of Cleves came in, and was fo touched with her 
bCauty, that he could not diffemble his furprize, nor 
could Mademoifelle de Chartres forbear bluihing upoti 
obferving the aftonimment he was in ; never thelefs fhe 
recollected hcrfelf, without taking any further notice of 
him, than fhef was obliged to do in civility to a perfon of 
his feeming rank. The prince of Cleves viewed her with 
admiration, and could not comprehend who that fine 
lady was, whom he did not know. He found by her 
air> and her retinue, that Ihe was of the firft quality ; by 
her youth he mould have taken her to be a maid ; but 
not feeing her mother, and hearing the Italian call her 
Madam, he did not know what to think ; and ajl the 
while he kept his eyes fixed upon her, he found that his 
behaviour embarralTed her, unlike to moft young ladies , 
who always behold with pleafure the effe& of their 
beauty; he found too, that he had made her impatient 
to be gone ;'and in truth lhe went away immediately^ 
the prince of Cleves was notuneafyat himfelf on having 
loft the view of her, in hopes of being informed who 
lhe> was ; but when he found me' was not known, he was. 
under the utmoft furprize; her beauty, arid the mo- 
deft air he had obierved in. her actions, affe&ed 
him fo, that froiri that moment he entertained a 
paifion for -her; In the evening he waited on hfc 
majeiry's Mer. i ' . - . 

The prince of Cleves went there according to his cuf- 
jtom ; he was fo touched with the Wit and beauty cjf 
Mademoifelle de Chartres, that he could talk of nothing . 
eHe; he related his adventure aloud, and was never tired 
with the praifes of this lady, whom he had fcen, but did 
notkndw. Madame told him, that there was nobody 
like her he defcribed, and that if there were, lhe would 
'bfc known by the whole world: Madam de Dampiere, 
* fine of the piincefs's ladies of honour, and' a friend 4f 
£ 5. rn:idam 
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madam de Chartres, overhearing the converfation, 
came up to herliighnefs, and whifpered her in the ear, 
that it was certainly Mademoifelle de Chartres whom 
the prince had feen. Madame, returning to her dif- 
courfe with the prince, told him, if he would give her 
Jus company Again the next morning, he ihould fee the 
beauty he was fo much touched with. Accordingly 
Mademoifelle de Chartres came- the next day to court, 
and was received by both queens in the moft obliging 
jfaanner that can be imagined, and with fuch admiration 
by every body elfe, that nothing was to be heard at court 
Iiut her praifes ; which fhe received with fo agreeable a 
moflefty, that fhe feemed not to have heard them, or at 
leaft not to be moved with them. She afterwards went 
to wait upon Madame ; that princefs, after having com- 
mended her beauty, informed her of the furprize fhe had 
given the prince of Cleves ; the prince came in imme- 
diately after : Come hither, faid fhe to him, fee, if I 
Lave not kept my word with you ; and 4f, at the fame 
time that I fhew you Mademoifelle de Chartres, 1 do not 
Ihew you the lady you are in fearch of. You ought to 
thank me, at leaft, for having acquainted her how much 
y#uare her admirer. 

.. The prince of Cleves was overjoyed .to find, that the 
lady he admired was of quality equal to her beauty ; he 
addreffed her, and entreated her to remember that he 
was her firft lover, and had conceived the higheft honour 
and refpeft for her, before he knew her. 

the chevalier de Guife, and the prince, wh«f were 
two bofom friends, took their leave of Madame together. 
They were no fooner gone; but they began to launch out 
into the praifes of Mademoifelle de Chartres without* 
bounds ; they were fenfible at length that they had run 
into excefs in her commendation, and fo both gave over 
for that time ; but they were obliged the next day t» 
renew the fubjeft, for thisjiew-rifen beauty long con- 
tinued to fupply difcourfe to the whole court; the queen 
ierfelf was laviih in for praifc, and (hewed her particu- 
lar 
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Iar marks of favour; the queen-dauphin made her one 
of her favourites, and begged her mother tohringhfer 
#ften to her court ; the prince/Fes, the king's daughters*, 
made her a party in all their diversions ; in fhort, (he 
had the love and admiration of the whole court, except 
that of the ducheis of Valentinois : not that this young 
beauty gave her umbrage; long experience convinced, 
her ihe had nothing to fear on the part of the king, but 
me had fo great a hatred- for the vifcount of Chartres,, 
whom fhe had endeavoured to bring into her intereft bj 
marrying him with one of her daughters, and who had 
joined himfelf to the queen's party, that ihe could not 
have the leaft favourable- thought of a pesfon who* bore* 
his name, and was a great object of his friendship. 

The prince of Cleves became paflionately in love* 
with Mademoifelle de Chartres, and ardently wifhed to* 
marry her ; but he was- afraid the haughtinefs of her mo- 
ther would not ftoop to match her with one who was notr 
the head of his family : nevertheless,, his birth was illuf* 
trious, and his elder brother, the count d'En, had juft. 
married, a lady fo nearly related to the royal family, that 
this apprehenfion was rather the effeft.of his love, than* 
grounded on any fubftantial reafon. He had a grear. 
number of rivals ; the moft formidable among them, for/ 
his birth, his merit, and the luftre which royal favour 
caft upon his houfe, was the chevalier de Guife; this 
gentleman fell in. love with Mademoifelle de Chartres 
the firft day he faw her, and he difcovered the prince of 
Cleves's paffion, as the prince of Cleves difcovered his« 
Though they were intimate friends, their having the 
lame pretentions gradually created a coolnefs between. 
them, and their friend (hip grew into an indifference,, 
without their being able to come to an explanation on< 
the matter. The prince of Cleves's good fortune in 
having feen Mademoifelle de Chartres firft feemed to be* 
a happy prefage, and gave him fome advantage over his. 
rivals ; but he forefaw great obstructions on the part of. 
the duke of Nevers, his father ; the duke( waaftri&ly at* 

B tl tached. 
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tached to the duchefs of Valentinois, and the vifcount 
de Chartres was iier enemy, which was a fufficient rea- 
fon to hinder the duke from confenting to the marriage 
of his fon with a niece of the vifcount's. 

Madam dc Chartres, who had taken fo much care to 
Jnfpire virtue into her daughter, did not fail to continue 
the fame care in a place where it was fo necefTaiy, and 
where there were fo many dangerous examples. Am- 
bition and gallantry were the foul of the court, and em- 
ployed both fexes equally ; there were fo many different 
interefts and fo many cabals, and the ladies had fo great 
a (hare in them, that love was always mixed with bufi- 
tiefs, and bufinefs with love. 

The chevalier de Guife was fo open and unguarded, 
with refpeft to his paffion for Mademoifelle de Chartres, 
that nobody was ignorant of it ; neverthelefs hefaw 
nothing but impoffibilities in what he defired : he was 
fenfible that he was not a proper match for her, by rea- 
son of the harrownefs of his fortune, which was not fu£- 
ficient to fupport his dignity; and he was fenfible be- 
sides, that his brothers would not approve of his marry- 
ing, the marriages of younger brothers being looked 
»f>on as what tends to the leffening great families. 
• The prince of Cleves had not given lefs public proofs 
of Jus love, than the chevalier de Guiie had done, which 
made the duke of Nevers very uneaiy ; however, he 
thought that he needed only to fpeak to his fon to 
make him change his conducl; but he was very much 
furprifed to find in him a fettled defign of marrying 
Mademoifelle de Chartres, and flew out into fuch ex- 
cefles of paffion on that fubjedt, that the occation of it 
was feon known to the whole court, and among others 
to madam de Chartres : me never imagined that the 
duke of Nevers would not think her daughter a very ad- 
vantageous match for his fon, nor was me a little afto- 
nifhed to find, that the houfes both of Cleves and Guiie 
avoided her alliance?, inftead of courting it. Her re* 
fentment on this account put her upon finding out a 

match 
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match for her daughter, which would raife her above 
thofe that imagined themfelves above her ; after having 
looked about, fhe fixed upon the prince dauphin, foil 
of the duke de Montpenfier, one of the moll confider- 
.able perfons then at court. As madam de Chartres 
abounded in wit, and was affifled by the vifcount, who 
was in great consideration, and as her daughter herfelf 
was a very confiderable match, fhe- managed the mat- 
ter with fo much dexterity and fuccefs, that Monfieur 
de Montpenfier appeared to defire the marriage, and 
there was no appearance of any difficulties in it. 

But the duchefs of Valentinois being warned of the 
defign in view, had traverfed it with fo much care, and 
prepofTefTed the king fo much againft it, that when 
Monfieur d'Anville came to fpeak to his majefty about 
it,- he plainly (hewed he did not approve of it, and 
commanded him to fignify as much to the prince de 
Montpenfier. One may eafily judge what the fenti- 
ments of madam de Chartres were, upon the breaking 
off of an affair which fhe had fet her mind fo much 
upon, and the ill fuccefs of which gave fuch an advan- 
tage to her enemies, andvwas fo great a prejudice to her 
daughter. 

No one now entertained any further thoughts of 
Mademoifelle de Chartres, either fearing to incur the 
king's difpleafure, or defpairing to fucceed with a lady, 
who afpired to an alliance with a prince of the blood, 
Tjie prince of Cleves alone was not difheartened at 
either of thefe considerations ; the death of the duke 
of Nevers his fa*Iier, which happened at that time, fet 
him at entire liberty to follow his inclination ; and no 
fooner was the time of mourning expired, but he 
wholly applied himfelf to the gaining of Mademoifelle 
de Chartres . It was 1 ucky for him that he addrefled/her 
at a time when what had happened had difcouraged the 
approaches of others. What allayed his joy, was his 
Fear of not being the moft agreeable to her; and he 

would 
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would have preferred the happineft of pleafmg, to the* 
certainty of marrying her without being beloved. 

The chevalier de Guife had given him fome jealoufy * 
but as it was rather grounded on the merit of that prince,, 
than on any action of Mademoifelle de Chartres, he 
made it his whole endeavour to difcovcr, if he was fa. 
happy as to have his addrefles admitted and approved : 
he had no opportunity of feeing her but at court ois 
public affemblies, fo that it was very difficult for him to 
get a private converfation with her ; at laft he fountfc 
means to do it, and informed her of his intention and 
of his love, with all the refpect imaginable. 

As Mademoifelle de Chartres had a noble and generous 
heart, (he was fincerely touched with gratitude for the* 
prince of Cleves's behaviour ; this gratitude gave ai 
certain fweetnefc to her words and anfwers, fuiHcient: 
to furnifh hopes to a man fo defperately enamoured a*, 
the prince was ; fo that he flattered himfelf, in ibme 
meafure, that he mould fucceed in what he fo mucht 
wifhed for- 

She gave her mother an account of this converfation ;; 
and madam de Chartres told her, that the prince of 
Cleves had fo many good qualities, and difcovered a>. 
difcretion fo much above his years, that if her inclina- 
tion led her to marry him, me would confent to it with> 
pleafure. Mademoifelle de Chartres made anfwer,. that 
(he observed in him the fame good qualities ; that fkc 
(hould have lefs reluctance in marrying him than any 
other man, but that flie had no particular aiFedtion to* 
his perfon. 

The next day the prince caufed his thoughts to be^ 
communicated to madam de Chartres, who gave her 
confent to what was propofed to her ; nor had fhe the* 
leait diftruft but that, in the prince of Cleves, me pro- 
vided her daughter a hufband capable of fecuring her 
affeclions* The articles were coacluded ; the king was 
acquainted with it, and the marriage made public. 

Th* 
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The prince of Cleves found himfelf happy, but yet 
not entirely contented : he faw with a great deal of 
regret, thai the fentiments of Mademoifelle de Chartres 
did not exceed thofe of efteem andrefpeft; and he could 
n6t flatter himfelf that flie concealed more obliging 
thoughts of him, fmce the fituation they were in per- 
mitted her to difcover them without the leaft violence 
done to modeity. It was not long before he expostu- 
lated wkh her on this fubjecl : Is it poffible, fays he, 
that I would not be happy in marrying you ? and yet 
it is certain, I am not. You only {hew me a fort of 
civility which is far from giving me fatisfaction ; you 
exprefs none of thofe pretty inquietudes, the concern, 
and impatience, which are the foul of love ; you are no 
further affeclred with my paffion, than you would be 
with one which flowed only from the advantage of your 
fortune, and not from the beauty of your perfon, — It 
is unjuft in you to complain, replied the princefs, I 
do not know what you can defire of me more; I think 

decency will not allow me to go further than I do It 

is true, replied he, you fhew fome appearances I mould 
be fatisiied with, were there any thing beyond ; but 
inftead of. being retrained by decency, it is that only 
which makes you aft as you do ; I am not in your heart 
and inclinations, and my prefence neither gives you, 
pain nor pleafure. — You cannot doubt, replied (he, but 
it is a fenfible pleafure to mer to fee you ; and when I do 
fee you, I blufti fo often, that you cannot doubt, but 
the feeing you gives me pain alfo.— Your blufties, 
madam, replied he, cannot deceive me ; they are figns 
of modeily, but do not prove the heart to be afFefted, 
and Khali conclude nothing more from bence than what 
I ought. 

Mademoifelle de Chartres did not know what to anfwer ; 
thefe diftinclions were above her comprehension. The 
prince of Cleves plainly faw fhe was far from having 
that tcBderaefs of affeftion for him, which was requisite 

tt 
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to his happinefs; it was manifeft fhe could not feel a 
paffion which fhe did not underftand. 

The chevalier de Guife returned from a journey a 
few days before the marriage. He, was extremely 
affii&ed to fee her become the wife of another: his 
grief, however, did not extinguifh his paffion ; and his 
love was as great a$ ever. Mademoifelle de Chartres 
was not ignorant of it ; and he made her (eniible at 
his return, that (he was the caufe of that deep melan- 
choly which appeared in his countenance. He had fo 
much merit; and fo much agreeablenefs, that it was al- 
moft impoffible to make him unhappy without pitying 
him, nor could" flie 'forbear pitying him ; but her pity 
did not lead to love. She acquainted her mother with 
the uneafmefs which the chevalier's paffion gave her. 

Madam de Chartres admired the honour of her 
daughter, and me admired it with reafon, for never was 
any one more naturally fincere ; but fhe was furprifed, 
at the 'fame time, at the infenfibility of her heart, and 
the more fo, when (he found that the prince of Cleves 
had not been able to afFe& her any more than others : 
for this reafon, fhe took great pains to endear her 
hufband to her, and to make her fenfible how much fhe 
owed to the afFe&ion he had for her, and to the tender- 
nefs he expreffed for her, by preferring her to all other 
matches, at a time when no one elfe durft entertain the 
leaft thoughts of her. 

The marriage was folemnized at the Louvre ; and in 
the evening the king and the two queens, with the whole 
court, fupped.at madam de Chartres's houfe, where 
they were entertained with the utmoft magnificence. 
The chevalier de Guife durft not diftinguifh himfelf by 
being abfent from the ceremony ; but he was fo little 
m after of himfelf, that it was eafy to obferve his con- 
cern. 

The prince of Cleves did not find that Mademoifelle 

de Chartres had changed her mind- by changing her 

name ; his quality of a hufband .entitled him to the 

' kr£cit 
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largeft privileges, but gave him no greater fhare in the 
aiFe&ions of his wife : hence it was, that though he 
was her hulband, he did not ceafe to be her lover, becaufe. 
he had always fomething to vvilh beyond what he poffeiled ; 
and though fhe lived perfectly eafy with him, yet he was 
not perfectly happy. He prefervcd for her a paffion fuH 
of violence and inquietude, but without jealoufy, which 
had no lhare in hi^griefs^ Never was hufband lefs in- 
clined to it, and never was wife farther from giving the 
leaft occafion for ic She was neverthelefs conftantly in 
view of the court ; fhe frequented the courts of the tw* 
queens, and of Madame : all the people of galantry faw 
her both there and at her brother-in-law the duke of Ne- 
vers's, whofe hou-fe was open to the whole world ; but, 
&e had an air which irifpired fo great refpect, and had 
in it fomething fo diftant from galantry, that the 
irtarefchaTde St, AndVe, a bold man, and fupported by 
the king's favour, became her lover^ without daring to 
let her know it any otherwife than by his cares and 
affiduities. A great many others were in the fame con- 
dition : - and madam de Chartres .had added to her 
daughter's difcretion fo exact a con duel with regard to 
decorum, that every body was fatisiied me was not to 
be come at. 

• A marriage was now agreed upon, between the duke- 
of Loraine and Madam Claude of France, the king's 
fecond daughter ; and the month of February was ap- 
pointed for the nuptials. 

• In the mean time the duke of Nemours continued at 
Bruflels, his thoughts being wholly employed on his de- 
fign in England ; he was continually fending or re- 
ceiving couriers from thence ; his hopes encreafed every 
day, and at laft Lignerol fent him word, that it was 
time to finifh by his prefence what was fo well begun. 
lie received this news with ail the joy a young, ambitious 
man is capable of, who fees himfelf advanced to a 
throne merely by the force of his perfonal merit ; his 
mind infenfibly accuftomed itfelf to the grandeur of a 

royal 
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royal ftate ; and whereas he had at firft rejefted this un- 
dertaking as an impracticable thing, the difficulties of 
it were now worn out of his imagination, and he no 
longer faw any thing to obftrutt his way. 

He fent away in hafte to Paris to give the neceflary 
orders for providing a magnificent equipage, that he. 
might make his appearance in England with a fplendor 
' fuitable to the defign he was to conduct ; and foon after 
he followed himfelf, to alTifl at the marriage of the 
duke of Loraine. 

He arrived the evening before the efpoufals, and, thaj 
very evening waited on the king to give.him an account 
of his affair, and to receive his orders and advice how 
to govern himfelf in it. Afterwards he waited on the 
queens ; but the -princefs of Cleves was not there ; fo 
that fhe did not fee him, nor fo much as know of hit 
arrival. She had heard every b tiy fpeak of this cele* 
brated prince, as of the hand fomeft and moil agreeable 
man at court; and the queen-dauphin had described 
him in fuch a manner, and (poke of him to her fo often, 
that fhe had raifed in her a curiofity and even impatience 
to fee him. 

The princefs of Cleves employed the day of wedding 
in dreffing herfelf, that fhe might appear with the- 
greater advantage at the ball and royal banquet that 
were to be at the Louvre. When fhe came, every one 
admired both her beauty and her dxefs. The ball 
began, and while fhe was dancing with the duke of 
Guife, a noife was heard at the door of the hall, as if 
way was making for fome perfon of uncommon diftinc- 
tion. She had finifhed her dance, and as fhe was calling 
her eye^ round to fingle out fome other perfon, the kinjr 
defired her to take him who came in laft ; fhe turned 
about, and viewing him as he was palling over the feats 
to come to the place where they danced, fhe inline*- 
diately concluded he was the duke of Nemours. The 
dujee's perfon was turned in fo delicate a manner, that 
it was imgoffible not to exprefs furpriae at the firft fight 

of 
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of Him, particularly that evening, when the care he 
had taken to adorn himfelf added much to the fine ain 
of his carriage. It was as impoffible to behold the 
princefs of Cleves without equal admiration. 
" The duke de Nemours was ftruck with fuch furprize 
at her beauty, that when they approached and paid 
their refpects to each other, he could not forbear 
mewing fome tokens of his admiration. When they 
begun to dance, a foft murmur of praife ran through 
the whole company. The king and the two queens 
remembering, that the duke and princefs had never 
feen one another before, found Something very parti- 
cular in feeing them dance together without knowing 
each other ; they called them, as foon as they had ended 
their dance, without giving them time to fpeak to any, 
l)ody; aiked them if they had not a defire to know each 
other, and if they were not at fome lofs about it. — As 
for me, madam, faid the duke to the queen, I am un- 
der no uncertainty in this matter ; but as the princefs 
of Cleves has not the fame reafons to lead her to guefs 
who I am, -as I have to direct me to know her, I mould 
be glad if your majefty would be pleafed to let her 
know my name. — I believe, faid the queen-dauphin, 
that (he knows your name as well as you know tier's, 
— I afture you, madam, replied the princefs a little em- 
barrailed, that I am not fo good a gueuer as you ima- 

S" ae. — Yes, you guefs very well, aniwered the queen- 
uphin ; and your unwillingnefs to acknowledge that 
you know the duke of Nemours, without having feen 
him before, carries in it fomething very obliging to 
him. The queen interrupted them, that the ball might 
£0 on ; and the duke de Nemours took out the queen* 
dauphin. This princefs was a perfect beauty, and fuch 
fce appeared in the eyes of the duke de Nemours be- 
. fore he went to Flanders ; but all this evening he coul£ 
admire nothing but madam de Cleves. 

The chevalier de Guife, whofe idol me ftill was, fat 
at her feet, and what had patted filled him with the 

utmoft 
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utmoft grief; he looked upon it as ominous for himr 
that Fortune had deftined the duke of Nemours to, be 
in love with the princefs of Clews-. A ad whether there 
appeared in reality any concern in the princefs's face,: 
or whether the chevalier's jealoufy only led him to 
fufpecl it, he believed that me was touched with the- 
fight of the duke ; and could not forbear telling her* 
that monfieur de Nemours was very happy to commence 
an acquaintance with her, by an incident which had* 
fbmething very galant and extraordinary in it. 

Madam de Cleves returned home with her thoughts- 
full of what had paired at the ball ; and though it was* 
very late, fhe went into her mother's room to give her a 
relation of it ; in doing which fhe praifed the duke of 
Nemours with a certain air, that gave madam de ? 
Chartres the fame fufpicion the chevalier de Guife Had 
entertained before. 

The day following, the ceremony of the duke of 
Loraine's marriage was performed ; and there the prin- 
cefs of Cleves obfcrved fo inimitable a grace, and (6 
line a mien in the duke of Nemours, thatihc was yet 
more furprifed. 

She afterwards faw him at the court of the queen- 
dauphin ; fhe faw him play at tenni* with the king ; 
fhe faw him run the ring ; fhe heard him difcourfe ^ 
ftill fhe found he far excelled every body elfe, and drew 
the attention of the company to him where-ever he was ; 
in mart, the gracefulnefs of his perfon, and the agree- 
ablenefs of his wit foon made a considerable impreffion 
en her heart. 

The duke de Nemours had an inclination no k& 
violent for her ; and hence flowed all that gaiety and 
fweetnefs of behaviour, which the firft defires of pka- 
fing ordinarily infpire a man with : hence he became 
mere amiable than ever he was before 5 fo that by often 
feeing one another, and by feeing in each other what* 
ever was moft accomplifhed at court, it could not be, 

but 
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but that they maft mutually receive the greateft plea- 
fure from fuch a commerce.. 

The duchefs of Valentinois made one in all par- 
ties of pleafure ; and the king was ftill as paffionately 
fond of her as in the beginning of his love. The 
.princefs of Cleves being at thofe years, wherein 
people think a woman is incapable of inciting love 
after the age of twenty-live, beheld with the utmoft 
aftonifhment the king's pafiion for the duchefs, who 
was a grandmother, a*id had lately married her grand* 
daughter z me often fpoke on this fubjeft to madam de 
Chartres. Is it pbflible, madam, faid ihe, that the 
.king mould ftill continue to love ? How could he take a 
fancy to one, who was fo much older than himfelf, 
who had been his father's miftrefs, and who, as I have 
heard, is ftill fuch to many others ? — 'Tis .certain, an*. 
fwered madam de Chartres, it was neither the merit 
nor {he fidelity of the duchefs of Valentinois which 
gave birth to the king's paffion, or preferved it ; and 
this is what he cannot be juftified in ; for if this lady 
had had beauty and youth fuitable to her birth, and 
the merit of having had no other lover j if fhe- had 
been exa&ly true and faithful to the king ; if fhe had 
loved him with refpect only to his perfon, without the 
interefted views of greatnefs and fortune, and without 
tiling her power but for honourable purpofes and for his 
majefty's intereft ; in this cafe, it muft be confefTed, one 
could have hardly forbore praifing his pafiion for her. If I 
was not afraid, continued madam de Chartres, that you 
would fay of me what is faid pf moft women of my 
years, that they love to recount the hiftory of their own 
times,, I would inform you how the king's paffion for 
this lady began, and of feveral particulars of the court 
of the late king, which have a great relation to things 
that are a£ied at prefent. — Far from blaming you, re-p 
plied the princefs of Cleves, for repeating the hiftories 
of paft times, I lament, madam, that you have not 
intruded me in thofe of the prefent,, nor informed me 
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as to the different, interefts and parties of the court. I 
am fo entirely ignorant of them, that I thought a few 
day* ago, the conftable was very well with the queen. 
— You was extremely miftaken, anfwered madam de 
Chartres ; the queen hates the conftable, and if ever 
ihe has power, he will be but too feniible of it ; fhe 
knows- he has often told the king, that of all his 
children none refembled him but his natural ones.— I 
mould never have fufpe&ed this hatred, faid the princefs 
of Cleves, after haying feen her affiduity in writing to 
the conflable during his imprisonment, the joy (he ex- 
preffed at his return, and how fhe always calls him 
Compere, as well as the king. — If you judge from ap- 
pearances in a court, replied madam de Chartres, you 
will often be deceived; truth and appearances feldom 
go together. 

But to return to the duchefs of Valentihois ; yon 
know her name is Diana de Poitiers, her family is Very 
illuflrious, fhe is defcended from the ancient dukes of 
Aquitaine, -her grandmother was a natural daughter of 
Lewis the Xlth, and in fhort (he poflefles every thing 
that is great in refpect to birth, St. Valier, her fa- 
ther, had the unhappinefs to be involved in the affair 
of the conftable of Bourbon, which you have heard of; 
he was condemned to lofe his head, and accordingly 
was conducted to the fcaffold : his daughter, who was ex- 
tremely beautiful, and who had already charmed the late 
king; managed fo well, I do not know by what means, 
that ihe obtained her father's life. The pardon was 
brought him at the moment he was expecting the fatal 
blow ; but the pardon availed little, for fear had Jeized 
him fo deeply, that it bereft him of his fenfes, and he 
died a few days after. His daughter appeared at court 
as the king's miftrefs; but the Italian expedition, and 
the imprifonment of the prefent prince, * were inter- 
ruptions to his love-affair. When the late king returned 
from Spain, and Madame the regent went to meet him 
at Jtayonne* ihe brought all her maids of honour with 
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her, among whom was Mademoifelle de Piflelen, who 
was flncc duchefs d'Etampes; the king fell in love 
with her, though ihe was inferior in birth, wit and 
beauty to the duchefs of Valentinois, and had no ad- 
Vantage above her bat that of being very young. I 
have heard her fay feveral times, that Ihe was born the 
fame day Diana de Poitiers was married; but (he fpoke 
this in the malice of her heart, and not as what (he 
knew to be true ; for I am much miftaken, if the 
duchefs of Valentinois did not niarry monfieur de 
Breze, at the fame time that the king fell in love with 
madam d'Etampes. Never was a greater hatred than 
that between thefe two ladies ; the duchefs could not 
pardon madam d'Etampes for having taken from her 
the title of the king's nriftrefs ; and madam d'Etampes 
was violently jealous of the duchefs, becaufe the king Mil 
kept a correspondence with her. That prince was by no 
means conftant to his miflrefTes ; there was always one 
among them that had the title and honours of miftrefs, but 
the ladies of the fmall band, as they were (tiled, fhared his 
favour by turns. The lofs of the dauphin, his fon, who 
died at Tournon, and was thought to be pokbned, ex- 
tremely afflicted him ; he had not the fame affe&ion and 
tendernefs for his fecond fon, the prefent king ; he ima- 
gined he did not fee in him fpirit and vivacity enough, 
and complained of it one day to the duchefs of Valenti- 
nois, who told him, (he would endeavour to raife a paflion 
in him for her, in order to make him more fprightly 
and agreeable. She fucceeded in it, as you fee, and 
this paflion is now of above twenty years duration, 
without being changed either by time or'incidents. 

The late king at firft oppofed it; and whether he 
had Drill love enough left for the duchefs of Valentinois 
to be jealous, or whether he was urged on by the duchefs 
d'Etampes, who was in defpair upon feeing the dau* 
phin fo muc£ attached to her enemy ; 'tis certain he 
beheld this paflion with an indignation and refentment, 
that ihewed itfelf every day by fomething or other. 
The dauphin jwkher valued hia anger or his hatred, 
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nor could any thing oblige him either, to abate or con- 
ceal his flame ; fo that the king was forced to accuftom 
himfelf to bear it with patience. This oppofition of 
his to Jus father's will, withdrew his aife&ions from him 
more apd more, and transferred them to his third fon, 
the duke of Orleans, who was a prince of a fine perfon, 
full of fire and ambition, and of a youthful heat which 
wanted to be moderated ; however, he would have 
made a very great prince, had lie arrived to a more 
ripened nge. 

The rank of el deft, which the dauphin held, and the 
Ring's favour which {he duke of Orleans was poiTefled 
of, created between them a fort of emulation, that; 
jgrew by degrees to hatred. This emulation began front 
their infancy, and was ftill kept up in its height. 

The difcord between the two brothers put madam 
d'Etampes upon the thought of ftrengthening herfelf " 
with the duke of Orleans, in order to fupport her 
power with the king againil the duchefs-of Valentinois; 
accordingly fhe fucceeded in it; and that young prince, 
fhough he felt no emotions of love for her, entered no 
lefs. into her intereft, than the. dauphin into that of * 
jnadam d8 Valentinois. Hence rofe two fadtions at 
court, of fuch a nature as you may imagine ; but the 
intrigues of them were not confined to the quarrels qf 
women. . . 

Some time after, the duke of Orleans die^atjFaj- 
montiers of a kind x>f contagious diftemper : he was 
in love with one of the fineft women of the court, and . 
was beloved by her. I will not mention hej Jiame* 
becaufe me has fmce lived with fo much diXcr^tio^ 
and has fo carefully concealed the paflidn T fhe Jiad for v 
that prince, that one tfught to be tender ft|«<ber reputa- 
tion. It happened (he received the news of ner hut 
band's death, at the fame time as (he heard of the duke's, 
fo that ine had that pretext to enable her to conceal her 
real forrow, without being at the trouble of putting any 
conftraint upon herfelf. 

The 
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The king did not long furvive the prince his Ton ; he" . 
died two years after ; he recommended €0 the dauphin 
to make ufe of the cardinal de Tournon and the admiral 
de Annebault, but (aid nothing at all of the Conftable, 
who was then in baniihment at ChantiOL Newerthe- 
Itfs, the firft thing the king his fbn did was to recal him* 
and make him his prime minifter. 

Madam d'Etampes was difcarded, and received all 
die ilktreatment (he could pofliblr expect from an enemy 
fo very powerful; the duchefs of Valentinois amply 
revenged herfelf both of that lady, and all thofe who 
had difobliged her ; (he feemed to reign more abfolute 
in the king's heart, than lhe did even when he was 
dauphin. During the twelve years reign of this prince 
lhe has been abfolute in every thing ; (he difpofcs of all 
governments and offices of trull and power ; lhe has 
difgraced the cardinal de Tournon, the chancellor, 
and Villeroy ; thofe who have endeavoured to open the 
king's mind with refped {• her conduft, have been un- 
done in the attempt ; the count de Taix, great mailer 
of the ordnance, who had no kindnefs for her, could 
not fin-bear fpeaking of her galantries, and particularly 
of that with the count de JriiTac, of whom the king 
was already very jealous. Ncverthelefs lhe contrive) 
things fo well, that the count de Taix was difgraced* 
and his employment fcfcfcen from him ; and what is al- 
moft incredible, fhe procured it to be given to the count 
de BqJTac, and afterwards made him a marefchal of 
Prance. Notwithstanding, the king's jealoufy enereafed 
to fuch a height, that he could no longer fuffer him to 
continue a^t^rt: this paffion of jealoufy, which is 
force and vj^li if, other men, is gentle and moderate 
in him through the great refpeA he has for his jnif- 
trefe, and therefore he ; did not go about to remove his 
rival, but under the pretext of giving him the govern* 
ment of Piemont. He has lived there feveral yeats; 
lad winter he returned to Paris, undfcrprttence of de*- 
manding troops and other neceflaries for the army h+ 
commands ; the deiire of feeing the duchefs of Valen- 
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tineas again, and the fear of being forgotten by 
lier, was perhaps the principal motive of this journey* 
*rhe king received him very coldly ; meflieurs de Guife, 
-v. ho have no Idndnefs for him, but dare not mew it on 
account of the duchefs, made ofe of manfieur the vif- 
count, her declcred enemy, to prevent his obtaining 
what he came to. demand- It was no difficult matter 
to do him hurt. The king hated him, and was uneary 
at his prefence ; fo that he was obliged to return to 
Piemont without any benefit from his journey, except, 
perhaps, that of rekindling in the heart of the duchefi 
the flame which aftfence began to extinguifh. The 
king has had a great many other fubjecls of jealoufy, 
but either he has not been informed of them, or hat 
not dared to complain of them. 

I do not know, daughter, added madam deChartres, 
if I have not already told you more of thefe thing* 
than you defired to know. — I am far, madam, from 
<omplaining of that, replied the princefs of Cleves* 
ind if it was not for fear of being importunate, I mould 
yet defire to .be informed of feveral circumitances I am 
ignorant o£ 

The duke deNemours's paflion for madam de Ckves 
tvas at firft fo violent, that he- had no relifh left for any 
©f the ladies he paid his addrefles to before, and with 
tohom he kept a correfpondence during hisabfencei 
he even loft all remembrance of his engagements witi 
diem, and not onry made it his bufinefs to find excufes 
to break with them, -but had not the patience to hear 
their complaints, or make any anfwer to the reproaches 
they laid upon him. The queen-daupMn herfelf, for 
xvhom his regards had been very tender, could no 
longer preferve a place in that heart which was now 
<levoted to the princefs -of Clevcs. His impatience of 
snaking a tour to England began to abate, and he 
ihewed no earneftnefs in haftening his equipage. He 
frequently went to the queen-dauphin's court, becaufe 
^Le prrncefs cf Cleves was often there, and he was very 
{%aSy in leayiirg people ia the opinion they had of his 
* : paflioii 
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paffion for .that queen; he put fo great a value oa 
madam de Cleves, that he refolved to be rather wanting, 
in giving proofs of his love, than to haxard its being 
publkkly known ; he did not fo much as fpeak of It 
to the vifcaunt de Chartres, who was .his intimate, 
friend, and from whom he concealed nothing ; the 
truth is, he jconduftedthis affair with fo. much difcre- 
tion, that nobody fufpe&ed he was in love with madam 
de Cleves, except the chevalier de Guife ; and Jfhe 
would fcarcely have perceived it herfeif,. if theinclk 
nation. ihe had for him had not led her into a particu- 
lar attention to all his a&ions, by which flie.was.con-. 
vinced of it. > 

She no longer continued to have the,famedifpafition* 
to communicate to her mother, what ihe thought jcoo^ 
ceraing the duke de Nemours, as fhe had to t£lk.ta> 
tier about her other lovers; though (he had no fettled 
deisgu of concealing it from her, yet ihe did notfpeab 
of it. Madam de Chartres, however, plainly per- 
ceived the duke's attachment to her daughter, as well 
as her* daughter's inclination for Mm: the 'knowledge 
of this could not but fenfihly aiflid her,., nor could ftwi 
be • ignorant of the danger this young lady was in, in 
being beloved by, and loving fo. accompliihed aperfon- 
as the duke de Nemours : flie was entirely^ connroutft 
in the fufpicion flie had of jthis bufinefs, byan.inci* 
dent which fell out a few days after. 

The niarefchal , de St. Andre, who took all oppor-t 
tunities to fliew his magnificence, deiired the. king, 
under pretence of .ihewing him his houfe which was 
jail finifeed, to do him the honour to fup there With 
the two queens. The marefchal was alfo very glad to 
difplay, in the fight of the princefs of Cleves, that 
(plendid and expenfive manner of life, which he car* 
ried to fo great a profuhon. 

Some days before that appointed for the entertain-* 

merit, the dauphin, who had an ill ftate of health, 

found himfelf indifpofed, and faw nobody 5 the queen- 

dauphin kp& fpeatall that 'day .with him; andinths 
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Digitized by GoOgle 



ft THE PRINCESS OF CLEVES: Part i; 

evening, upon his growing better, all the perfons 
of quality that were in the anti-chamber were admitted ; 
the queen-dauphin returned to her own apartment, 
where »fhe found madam de Cleves and fome other 
ladies, with whom file lived in familiarity. 

It being already very late, and not being drefled, 
file did not wait upon the queen, but gave out that fhe 
was not to be feen, and ordered her jewels to be brought, 
in -order to chufe out fome for the marefchal de St. 
Andre's ball, and prefent the princefs of Cleves with 
feme, as fhe had promifed her. While they were thusr 
employed, the prince of Conde entered; his great 
quality gave him free accefs every where. Doubtlefs/ 
&xd the queen-dauphin, yon come from my huiband's 
apartment: What are they doing there ? — Madam, faid 
Jtt, they are maintaining a difpute againft the duke of 
Nemours, and he defends the argument he undertook 
with fi> much warmth, that he mud needs be very much 
mterefted in it ; I believe he has fome miftrefs that 
gives him uneafinefs by going to balls, as he declares 
that it is a vexatious thing to a lover to fee the per* 
fen he loves in thofe places. 

How, replied the queen-dauphin, would not the 
duke de Nemours have his miftrefs go to a ball? I 
thought that hufbands might wifli their wives would not 
go there ; but as for lovers, I never imagined they were 
•f that opinion. — The duke de Nemours finds, an- 
ftaered the prince of Conde, that nothing is to in- 
fnpportable to lovers as balls, whether they are beloved 
again, or whether they are or not. He fays, if they 
are beloved, they have the chagrin to be loved the left 
en this account for fcveral days \ that there is no wo- 
man, whom her anxiety lor drefa dees not divert from 
thinking on her lover ; that they are entirely taken up 
with that one circniaftance ; that this care to adorn 
tfcemferves is for the whole? world, as well as for the 
Vtan they favour ; that when they are at a ball, they 
are defirous to pleafe aH who look at them ; and that 
when they triumph in their beauty, they experience' a 
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joy to which their lovers very little contribute. Ifc 
argues further, that if one is not beloved* '$is\a,y$t 
greater torment to fee one's miftrefs at an afTembly, $ 
that the more flie is admired by the public, the, mote 
unhappy one is not to be beloved; and t)iat the ttrcer js 
in continual fear left her beauty ihould raife a more fac- 
cefsful paffion than his own ; laftly, he Ends, there is no 
torment equal to that of feeing one's miftrefs at a ball, 
unlefs it be to know that fhe is there, and not to be 
there one's felf. 

Madam de Cleves pretended not to hear what tjie 
prince of Conde faid, though fhe liftened very atten- 
tively ; fhe eafily faw what part (he had in the duke, .of 
Ncmours's opinion, and particularly as to what he laid 
! of the uneafinefs of not being, at a, ball wjierc his 
miftrefs was, becaufe he was not to be at that of the 
marefchal de St. Andre, the king having feet him 4 to 
' meet the duke of Ferrara. , , s ,: t 

* ; The' queen-dauphin and the prince . ,oJF Conde . ^ot 
f gpi n g i»to the duke's opinion, were very merry upon 
the fubje£t. Tneue is .but one-occaffton,, madam* faid 
' 'the prince to her, in which the duke, will con^tjkis 
miftrefs ihould go to a ball, and that is when he ^imelf 
, gives it. ' He fays, that when he gave your raajefty one 
rail; year, his . miftrefs' was fo kind aa to come to* it, 
though feemingly only to att#nd you ; that it is. always 
' tL'favbur done to a lover,' to partake of an entertainment 
* which' *ne gives; that it is an agreeable c^cumftapce , 
r foFhim.td have his miftrefs fee him preftde in a pkice 
1 'timbre the whole court is, iand fee him acquit himself 
% \ Well in doing the honours of it.-— The duke de Nemours 
v was in the' right, faid the queen-dauphin fmiling* ^0 ap- 
prove of his miftrefs's being at his own ball ; there was 
"then fo great a number of s ladies, whom he honoured 
'*- with the diftinclion.of that name,, that if : they£a£ t not 
'" come, the affembly would havftubeen very thjjn, ,; , " 
"' ■ The prince ot- Conde had no fooner begun to relate 
v the duke dc Nemour's fenumciUs concerning ajflfeinj^iies, 
**-,but madam de Cleves felt in herfelf a ftrong ayerfion 
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to go to tjiat of the marefchal de St. Andre: meeafil 
came into the opinion, that a woman ought not to be'aj 
an entertainment given by one that profefTed love to her 
and fhe was very glad to- find out a re"aibn of refervednefs, 
( for doing a thing which would oblige the duke of 
Nemours. However, (he carried away with her the 
'ornaments which the queen-dauphin, had given her; 
but when (he (hewed them her mother, (he told her that 
fhe did not deftgn to make uie of them ; that the mare- 
fchal de St. Andre to*ok a great deal of pains to (hew 
his attachment to her,' and (he did not doubt he would 
be glad to have it believed that a compliment was de- 
(tgned her in the entertainment he gave the king j and 
that under the pretence of doing the honours of his 
houfe, he would (hew her civilities which would be 
uneafy to her-. 

Madam de Chartres for fome time opposed ♦he* 
daughter's opinion, as thinking it very (ingular; but 
when (he faw (he was obftinate in it, (he gave way, 
and told her, that in that cafe (he ought to pretend an 
Indifpofition as an excufe for not going to the ball, be- 
caufe the real reafons which hindred her would not be 
approved of; and care ought to be taken that they 
ffiould not be fufpefted. Madam de Cleves voluntarily 
con fen ted to pafs fome days at her mother's, in order 
not to go to any place where the duke of Nemours was 
not to be. However, the duke fet out, without the 
pleafure of knowing (he would not be at the ball. 

The day after the ball he returned, and was inform- 
ed that (he was not there ; but as he did not know the 
converfation he had at the dauphin's court had been 
repeated to her, he was far from thinking himfelf happy 
enough to have been the reafon of her not going. 

The day after, while he was at the queen's apart* 
iments, and talking to the queen-dauphin, madam de 
Chartres and madam de Cleves came in. Madam de 
Cleves was drened a little negligently, as a perfon who 
had besn indifpofed, but her countenance did not at all 
correfpond with her drefs. — You look fo pretty, fays 
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the queen-dauphin, to her, that I can't bcHeye you have 
been ill ; I think the prince of Conde, when he told us 
the duke de Nemours's opinion of the bail, perfuaded 
you , that to go there would be doing, a favour to tha 
marefchal de St- Andre, and that is the,.r<eafon which 
hindered you from going, Madam de Cleves blulhed, 
both becaufe the queen-dauphin had conjectured right, 
and becaufe fhe fyoke her conjecture in the pje fence of 
the duke de Nemours. 

Madam de Chartres immediately perceived the rru* 
reafon why her daughter refufed to go to the ball ; 
arid to prevent the duke de Nemoyrs's difcovering it, 
as well as herfelf, fhe took up the difcourfe after a 
manner that gave what me faid an air of truth. — 1 aflure 
you, madam, faid me to the queen-dauphin, that your 
majefty has done, my daughter more honour than fhe de- 
fences ; fhe was pcally indifpofed, but I believe, if I 
had not hindred her, fhe would net have failed to wait 
on you, and to fhew herfelf under any difadvantages, 
for the pleafure of feeing what there was extraordinary 
at* yefterday^ e nertainment. The queen-dauphin gavt 
credit to what madam de Chartres faid; but the duk« 
de Nemours was forry to find fo much probability in it : 
neverthelefs, the blufhes of the princefs of Cleves made 
him fufpeft, that what the quesn-dauphin had faid 
was not altogether falfe. The princefs of Cleves at firil 
was concerned the duke had any room to. believe it wa3 
he who had hindred her from going to the marefchal de 
St. Andre ; but afterwards, fhe was a little chagrined 
that her mother had entirely taken off the fufpicion of it. 

Madam de Chartres was not willing to let her 
daughter fee that fhe knew her fentiments for the 
duke, for fear of making herfelf fufpecled in fbme 
things which fhe was very defirous to tell her. One 
izy fhe fet herfelf to talk about him, and a great deal 
ef good fhe faid of him; but mixed with it abundance 
0f mam praifes, as the prudence he fhewed in never 
felling in love,, and how wife he, was to make the affair 
af women and love an* arnufeme»t, inftead of a feribus 
C 4 bufinefs. 
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bufinefs. It is not, added ihe, that he is not'fufpe&ed 
to have a very uncommon paflion for the queen-dau- 
phin ; I obferve he vifits her very often ; and I advife 
you to avoid, as much as poffible, fpeaking to him, and 
Specially in private ; becaufe, fmce the queen -dauphin 
treats you as ihe does, it would be faid, that you are 
their confidante ; and you know how difagreeable that 
fort of reputation is : I am of opinion, if this report 
continues., that you fhould not vifit the queen-dauphin 
Jo often, in order to avoid involving yourfelf in ad- 
ventures of gallantry. 

The princefs of Cleves had never heard before of the 
amour between the duke de Nemours and the queen- 
dauphin ; ihe was fo much furprifed at what her mother 
had told her, and feemcd to fee fo plainly how ihe had 
been miftaken in her thoughts about the duke, that ihe 
changed countenance. Madam de Chartres perceived 
it. Vifitors came in that moment ; and the princefi pi 
Cleves retired to her own apartment, and fhut heriejf 
up in her clofet. ; 

One can't exprefs the grief Ihe felt, to difcover, by 
what her mother had been juft faying, the intereil her 
heart had in the duke de Nemours j ihe had not dared 
as yet to acknowledge it to her fecret thoughts ; ihe 
then found, .that the fentiments ihe had for him were 
inch as the' prince of Cleves had required of her ; ihe 
perceived how Siameful it was. tp entertain them fojt 
another* and not for. a Jiufban4 that de-jferyed them* 
<JKe found lierieJf under the utmqft en^^arr-a^ment, a&4 
was dreadfully 'afraid. left the ^luke flxcul.d make.ui^ of 
her only as,a means to come ajt the queen-dauphin ; ~an£ 
it was. this thought, determined h.e* *° impart to,. her 
mother /omethingijie; had jjpt yet told her. -.* 

' The next morning^ went into her mfrther*& chamber, 
to put her refolves in.execution, but Jac, found madam 
de Chartres {jad ibme touches,. of a fever, >and therefore 
did not think proper to (peak to her : this ;pdifpoiiticm> 
however, appeared fo infignificant, that madam de 
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Cfeves made no fcruple after dinner to vifit the queen- 
dauphin ; fhe was in her clofet with two or three ladies 
of her moil familiar acquaintance. We we're {peak*: 
ing, faid fhe to her, as foon as fhe faw her, of the 
duke de Nemours, and were admiring how' much he Is* 
changed fince his return from Bruflels; before he went 
there, he had an infinite number of miftrefles ; and it 
was his own fault, for he (hewed an equal regard tcr 
thofe who had merit, and to thofe who had none ; fince 
his return, he neither knows the one nor the other 5 
there never was fo great a change ; I find his humour is 
changed too, and that he is lefs gay than he ufed to be. 
The princefs of Cleves made no anfwer ; and it 
mocked her to think fhe fhould have taken all that they, 
faid of the change in the duke for proofs of his paffion 
for her, had me not been undeceived ; fhe felt in her T 
felf feme little refentment againft the queen-dauphin, 
for endeavouring to find out reafons, and feeming fur*- 
pcifed at a thing, which fhe probably knew more of 
than anyone elfe : fhe could not forbear fhewihg fome- 
thing of it ; and when the other, ladies withdrew, ffce 
came up and tdld her> in- a low voke — And is it I, 
madam, you have been- pointing at ? and have you a 
mind to conceal, that you are fhe who has made fuch 
an alteration in the conduct of the' duke of Nemours?' 
— You do me injuflice, anfwered the queen-dauphin ; . 
you know I conceal nothing from you ; it is true, the 
Auke of Nemours, before he went to BrufTels, had, I 
believe, an intention to let me knowhe did not hat* - 
me; but fince his return, it has not fo much as ap- 
peared that he remembers any thing of what he has 
done ; and I acknowledge I have a curiofity to know 
what it is has changed him fo. It would not be very/ 
difficult: for me- to unravel -this affair, added fhe; the . 
vifcount de Gfiaftres, his intimate friend, >is in love « 
wkh'fc-ladv with whom I have fonie power* ,aad I will 
knoifr' ^ that means the occafion of this' alteration; — 
r JEh£^Seei£dauphin fjpoke with an air of fincerity, which 
,^b :~^b£<r>, j*.--: -• C i . - v ' '■"■■ convinced- 
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convinced the princefs of Cleves, and in fpite of her- 
felf (he found her mind in a more calm and pleating 
fituation than it had been in before. 

When ftie returned to her mother, me heard fhe w*a« 
ft great deal worfe than me had left her; her fever was 
Redoubled, and the days following it increafed to fa 
great a degree, that (he was thought to be in danger* 
Madam de Cleves was in extreme grief on this occafion, 
*nd never ftirred out of her mother's chamber. The 
prince of Cleves was there too almoft everyday, and all 
day long, partly out of affe&ion to madam de Chartres, 
and partly to hinder his lady from abandoning herfelf 
to forrow ; but chiefly that he might have the pleafure 
Of feeing her, his paflion not being at all diminifhed. 

The duke de Nemours, who had always had a great 
friendfhip for the prince of Cleves, had not failed to 
fliew it fince his retunrfrom Bruffels ; during the illnefs 
of madam de Chartres he frequently found means to 
fee the princefs of Cleves, pretending to want her 
hufband, of to come to take him out to walk ; he en* 
quired for him at fuch hours as he knew very well h* 
i*as not at liome, and under pretence "of waiting for 
him ftay'd in madam de Cleves's antichamber, where 
there were always a great many people of quality; 
madam de Cleves often came there, and her grief did 
itot make her feem lefs handfbme in the eyes of the duke 
lie Nemcurs ; he made her fenfible what intereft he had 
in her a$ic~tion, and fpoke to her with fo fubmiffive an 
kh, that *he eafily convinced her, that the queen-dau- 
phin was not the perfbn he was in love witfc. 
• The feeing him at once gave her grief and pleafbrei 
but when (he no longer faw him, and reflected that the 
charm he carried about him when prefettt was r an in-^ 
traduction to love, fhe was very near ' imagining me; 
\feateti him, out of the exceffive grief which^that thought 
%gay e her. - 

!j9*dam de Chartres ftill grew worfe and 1 worfe, ft 
&«t tfcey began to defpak <rf her life $ flic heard wfcat 

At 
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the phyficians told her concerning the danger {he was 
in, with a courage worthy her virtue and her piety. 
After they were gone, (he caufed every body to retire,, 
and fent for madam de Cleves. 

We muft part, my dear daughter, faid fhe, ftretch- 
ing out her hand to her ; the danger I leave you in, and- 
die occasion you have for me, adds to the regret I have 
to leave you. You have a paflion for the duke de Ne- 
mours ; I do not defire you to confefs it ; I am no longer 
in a condition to make ufe of that Sincerity for your' 
good. I have perceived this inclination a great whilev 
but was not willing to fpeak to you of it at Aril, for fear, 
of making you difcover it yourfelf ; you know it atpre*- 
lent but too well ; you are upon the brink of a precis 
pice ; great efforts muft be ufed, and you muft do great 
violence to your heart to fave yourfelf: reflect whatyo*. 
owe to your hufband; reflect what you owe -to yourfelf;; 
fend think that you: are going to lofe that reputation r 
which you have gained, and which I have fo much aft: 
heart ; call up, my dear daughter, all your courage an<t 
eonftancy; retire from court; oblige your hufband 
to carry you away ; do not be afraid of diking fuch- 
refolutions, as being too harfh and difficult ;. however 
frightful they may appear at firft, they %vill become- 
more pleafant in time than the misfortunes, that follow* 
galantry. If any other motives than thofe of duty and 
virtue could have weight with you, I mould tellyoufc. 
thatif any thing were capable of disturbing the happir - 
nefs I hope foi in the next world, it would be to fee you~ 
fall like other women ; but if this calamity- muft ne* 
«effarily happen, Lfhall meet death with joy, as-it will 
hinder me from being a witnefs of it. i 

Madam de Cleves bathed with tears her" mother'* 
hand, which fhe held faft locked in> her. own ; nor 
was madam de Chartres lefs moved.- Adieu 1 dear : 
daughter, faid fhe, let us put an end to* a conver&tioiv 
which melts us both ; and remember, if yoa;a?« able, . 
all that I iiave been: faying .to you- , .••-» 
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When fhe had fpoke this, fhe turned herfelf on the 
other fide, and ordered her daughter to call her women* 
being unwilling either to hear her reply, or to fpeak. 
any more. Madam de Cleves went out of her prefence 
In a. condition one need not defcribe ; and madam de 
Chartres thought of nothing but preparing herfelf for 
death. She lived two days longer, during which fne. 
would .not fee her daughter again ; her daughter was the 
only thing ihe had relu&ance to part with. 

Madam de Cleves was in the utmoft affti&ion ; her 
hufband did not leave her ; and no fooner was her mother 
expired, but he carried hej* into the country, that ihe 
might not have in her eye a place which could ferve only 
to fharpen her farrow, which was fcarce to be equalled. 
Though tendernefs and gratitude hackjhe greateft (hare 
in her griefs, yet the j^ced which ihe found fhe had of 
her mother to guard her againft the duke of Nemours, 
added no fmall weight to them ; me found fhe was un- 
happy in being left to herfelf, at z time when fhe war 
fo little miftrefs of her own affections, and when fhe fo* 
much wifhed for fomebody to pity and encourage her*. 
The prince of Cleves's behaviour to her on thisoccaftm*, 
-made her wifh more ardently than e>er, never to fail in 
feer duty to him ; fhe alfb exprefTed more friendfhip and 
afFe&ion for him than fhe hid done before ; fhe would 
not fuifer him to leave her, . and fhe feemed to think thar 
his being conftantly with her could defend her againft 
the duke of Nemours. . . .-, -» . :» 

\ The duke came to fee the prince of Cleves in the 
country; he did what he coukl tapayavifit aifbttf 
madam de Cleyes, but me itfufed to receive hun ; and 
being pesluaded fhe could., not help finding something 
dangexoufty Umdy in him, lhe made a ftrongre fbluttoA 
to forbear feeing him, and to avoid all occafions of k 
that were in hex poweii. 

. The prince of Cleves went to Paris to make his courfit 
and procni&d has Jady to return the next day ; but how* 
ever, he did not return till the day after. I expecW 
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you yefterday, faid madam dc Clcves to him on his 
arrival, and I ought to chide you for not having come 
as you promifed ; you know, if I was capable of feeling 
a new affliction in the condition I am in, it would be 
the death of madam <te Tournon, and 1 have heard of 
it this morning; 1 mould have been concerned, though 
I had not known her ; 'tis a melancholy confideration 
Co think that a lady, fo young and handfome as (he, 
fhould be dead in two. days ^ but befides, ihe was the 
perfon in the world that pleafed me moft, and who ap- 
peared to have difcretion equal to her beauty. 

I atn forry I could not return- yefterday, replied the 
prince of Cleves, but my prefence was fo neceflaryto 
the confblation of an unhappy man, that it was im- 
peffible for me to leave him. A* fbr madam de Tour^ 
non, I advife you not to be concerned for her, if you 
lament her as a woman full of difcretion, and worthy 
of your efteem. — You furprrae me, anfwered madam 
de Cleves; I have heard you fayfeveral times, that 
there was- not a lady at court you* had a greater reQ>e& 
for**~»Iti8 true, replied he; but women are fncom- 
prehenfible; and when I have feen them all, I think 
myfelf fo happy in having yoay that I cannot enough 
admire my good fbrturie;*~Yoa efteem me more thai* 
*deferve> anfwered madaftt de Cleves: you have not 
kail experience enough- yiet to pronounce me -worthy of 
ybu^but teilme^ Ibefeechyott^ what it is. has un- ; 
deceived you with* refpeft to madam de rPournon.— J 
I have been A»iecc»ve4 a gredt wMfeV replied he; £ 
kliew- that file wa^i^ilove with the count de San'-* 
aerte, *&4 that &e gave trim room to hope me would 
fflarryhim.~I can't believe> feid madam de Cleves,' 
that .madam- de Toux&cmj after fo extraordinary an 
aver4iGfea* ihe^aaftnewir to marriage from the time 
Ihe became a widow, and after the public declaration^ 
fteharata&ahat me* would never' marry again; lhould 
jk©4 hopes ^ Soncerre^-If ihfe had given hopes t» 
ir^ivjx-? ■ »>. • ■ '.- ••••: ",.: a . ' hiax 
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him only, replied the prince of Cleves, the wonder had 
not been fo great ; but what is furprifing is, that ihe 
gave hopes likewife to Etouteville at the fame time ; 
I'll let you know the whole hiftory of this matter*. 



P A R T IL 

YOU know the friendlhip there is v betwixt San^ 
cerre and me.. Neverthelefs, about two yea** 
ago, he fell in love withonadam de Tournon, 
and concealed it from me* with as much care as from, 
the reft of the world ; I had not the leaft fufpicion of it- 
Madam de Tournon as yet appeared injconfolable for 
the death of her huiband, and lived in retirement with 
great aufterity. Sancerre's lifter was in a manner the 
only perfon ihe faw, and it was at- her lodgings he be- 
came in love with her. > c 

One evening there was to be a play at the. Louvre, 
and the afters only waited for the coming of the king 
and madam de Valentinots ; when, word was brought 
that fhe was indifpofcd, and tha* the king would not 
come. It was eafy to fee that the duchefVs indifpo- 
fition was nothing but fome quarrel with the king ; 
every one knew the jealoufy he had had of the mareichal 
de Brifac during his continuance, at court ; but he had. 
jjeen fet out tome days on his return to Piemont, and 
one could not imagine what was. the oocauonof this 
falling out. . ■ * 

While I was fpeaking of this to Sancerre, monfieur 
d' Anville came into the room* and told me. in a whifper, 
that the king was fo exafperated* and fp abided at the 
fame time, that one would pity him; that upon a late 
reconciliatign between him and the duchefsj after th* 

• i quarxel- 
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qnarrel they Had had about the marefchal de Brifac, hf 
had given her a ring, and defired her to wear it ; and 
that as fhe was dreffing herfelf to come to the play, he 
had miffed it off her finger, and alked what was become 
of it ; upon which fhe feemed in furprize that ifce had 
it not, and called to her woman for it ; who unfortu* 
nately, or for want of being better inftructed, made 
anfwer, they had not fcen it four or five days. 

It was, continued monfieur d'Anville, precifely fo 
long fmce the Marefchal de Brifac left the court, and 
the king made no doubt but (he gave him the ring when 
fhe took her leave of him* The thought of this awaked, 
in fo lively a manner, that jealoofy which was not yet 
extinguifhed, that he fell into uncommon tranfports, 
and loaded her with a thonfand reproaches ; he is julfc 
gone into her apartment again in a great concern ; but 
whether the reafon is a more confirmed opinion that the 
duchefs had made a facrifice of the ring, or for fear of 
having difobliged her by his anger, I can't tell. 

As foon as monfieor d'Anville had told me this news-, 
I acquainted Sancerre with it ; I told it him as a fecret 
newly entrufted with me, and charged him to fay 
nothing of it. 

The next day I went early in the .morning to my 
fifter-in-law' s, and found madam de Tournon at her 
bed-fide, who had no great kindnefs for the duchefs of 
Valentinois, and knew very well that my fifter-in-law 
had no reafon to %e fatisfied with her. Sancerre had 
been with her, after he went from .the play, and had 
acquainted her with the quarrel between the king atuk 
the duchefs ; and madam de Tournon was come to tell 
it to my fifter-in-law, without knowing or fufpe&ing 
that it was I from whom her lover had it. 

As foon as I advanced towards my fifter-in-law, ihe 
told madam de Tournon, that they might truft me with 
what fhe had been telling her ; and without waiting 
madam de Tourn on Y leave, fhe related to me, word by 

word, ail I had teld Sanccnre the night before. Yoa 

may 
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may judge what furprise I was in ; I looked hard at 
madam de Tournon, and (he teemed difbrdered ; her 
diforder gave me afufpicion. I had told the thing to 
nobody but Sancerre ; he left me when the comedy was 
done, without giving any reafbn for it ; I remember to 
have heard him fpeak much in praife of 'madam de 
Tournon ; all thefe things opened my eyes,.andIeaflFy 
<lifcerned there was an intrigue between them, and that 
he had feen her fince he left me. 

I was (o flung -to find he had concealed this adventure 
from me, that I faid feveral things which made madam 
•de Tournon fenfible of the imprudence fhe had been 
guilty of. I led her back to her coach, and allured her, 
J envied the happinefs of him who informed her of tho 
king's quarrel with the duchefs of Valentinois; 

I went immediately in fearch of Sancerre, and fc- 
verely reproached him ; I told him I knew of hispaffio* 
for -madam de Tournon, without faying how I came by 
the difcovery ; he was forced to acknowledge it. I 
afterwards informed him what led me into the know- 
ledge of it; and he acquainted me with the detail of 
the whole affair. He told me, . that though he was a 
younger brother, and far from being able to pretend 
to f* good a match, nevertheless ihe was determined to- 
marry hitai. I can't exprefs the furprife I was in ? Ii 
told Sancerre he would da- well to haflen the conclufion 
of the marriage, and that there was nothing he had- 
not to fear from a woman; who had the artifice to Sup- 
port, in the eye of the public, appearances fo diftant- 
dwm truth* He gave me in anfwer, that fhe was really 
concerned for the lofi of her hufband, but that the in<- 
dination ihe-had fonhim had Surmounted that affliction, 
and that fhe could not help difcovering all en a fudde*: 
4b great a change. He mentioned besides feveral other; 
yseafons in her excufe, which convinced me how muchj 
he was in love ; he aflured me/ he would bring her to " 
confer* t that I fhould know his paflion for her, efpeciaTly 
£nce it was ihe herfelf who had made me fufpeft its; 
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in a word, he did oblige her to it, though with a^reat. 
deal of difficulty, and I grew afterwards very deep in 
l&eir confidence. 

, -I never knew a lady behave herfelf in fa agreeable a 
manner to her lover, but yet I was always fhocked at 
the affectation ihe ihewed in appearing fo concern- 
ed for the lofs of her hufband. Sancerre was fb much 
-in love, and fo well pleafed with the treatment he re- 
ceived from her, that he fcarce durfl prefs her to con- 
clude the marriage, for fear ihe mould think he deiired 
it rather out of inter eft than love ; however, he fpoke 
to her of it, and ihe feemed fully bent* on marrying 
him r ihe began alfo to abandon her referved manner 
of life, and to appear again in public ; lhe viiited my 
fiiter-in-law at hours when fome of the court were ufu- 
ally there $ Sancerre came there but feldom, but thofe 
syho came every night, and frequently faw her there, ' 
thought her .extremely beau tiful* a 

She had not long quitted her folitude, when Sajicerre 
imagined that her pafEon for him was cooled ; he 
fpoke of H feveral times to me > but I laid no great ftrefs, 
on the matter : but at lait, when he told me, that in- 
fiead of forwarding the marriage, ihe feemed to put it T 
eff a I began to« think he was not to blame for being urn-, 
eafy : I remonftrated to him, tfiat if ma4*m de Tour- v 
npn's pailion was abated. after having continued W9, % 
years, he ought not to be furprifed at ij; and that even, 
fuppoiing, it was not abated, poiub!y_ it might, not^J 
Axong enough to induce her to marr,y, l*imj thalj^I 
ou,ght no£ to complain of it ; that iuch.jf mar^agejn, 
the judgment of the public would draw censures upon . 
he,r^ not only becaufe he was not. a fuhabje. match fcgp 
her, jbut al/b on account of the^ejudiee.it would t do^ 
hfi^reputatian; that therefore all he could, defire,^ was ^ 
tfcaMfee might not decdvehim, >7 nor lead him into ialfe* 
expectations. JL told him further, th^t if ihe, had »ot , 
relblutioa enpugh to marry him, or i£ ihe confeifcd flie ,, 
Jftk^d fome other perfon better, he ought not to refent 

or 
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or be angry at it, but ittli continue his etfeem and re- 
gard for her. 

I give yon, faid I, the advice which I would take 
myfelf; for fincerity has fuch charinito me, that I be* 
Ikve if my miftrefs, or even my wife, ingenuoufly con* 
fefikd fhe had a greater affe&ion for another than for 
me, I might be troubled, but not exasperated ; I would 
lay afide the character of a lover or a hufband, to beflow 
my advice and my pity. 

This difcourfe made madam de Cleves blufh ; and (he 
found in it a certain fimilitude of her own condition, 
which very much furprized her, and gave her a con- 
cern, from which (he could not recover in a great while,- 
"• Sancerre fpoke to madam de Tour n on, continued 
monfieur de Cleves, and told her all I had advifed him ^ 
but flic encouraged him with fo many frefh affurances, 
and feemed fo difpleafed at his fufpicions, that (he 
entirely removed them ; neverthelefs, fhe deferred tht 
marriage until after a pretty long journey he was to< 
make ; but fhe behaved herfelf fo well until Ms de- 
parture, and appeared fo concerned at it, that I believ- 
ed as well as he, that fhe fincerely loved him. He fet 
out about three months ago ; during his abfence I have 
feldom feen madam de Tournon ; you have entirely 
taken me up, and I only knew that he was fpeedily ex- 
ne&ed. 

The day before yefterday, on my arrival at Paris, I- 
heard fhe was dead ; I fent to his lodgings to enquire if 
they had any news of him, and word was brought me,, 
he came to town the night before, which was precifely 
the day that madam de Tournon died \ I immediately 
went to fee him, concluding in what condition I mould 
find him ; but his aiRi&ion far furpafTed what I had 
imagined. 

Never did I fee a forrow fo deep and fo tender : the 
moment he faw me he embraced me with tears j, * mall 
never fee her more, faid he, I fhall never fee her more ; 
fhe is dead, I wa& not worthy of her ; but I ihril fo«tt 
follow her. 

After 
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After this he was filent; and then, from time to 
time, continually repeating, She is dead, I matt never 
fee her more, he returned to lamentations and teanr, and 
continued as a man bereft of rea(bn v He told' me-, he 
had not often received letters from her during his ab- 
fence, bnt that he knew her too well to be furprized at it, 
and was fenfible how my and timorous lhe was of 
writing 5 he made no doubt but fhe would have married 
him upon his return; he' coniidered her as the moft 
amiable and. conftant of her fex; he thought, himfelf 
tenderly beloved by her ; he loft her the moment he 
expected to be united to her for ever ; all thefe thoughts 
threw him into fo violent an affliction, that I own I was 
deeply touched with it. 

Neverthelefs I was obliged to leave him to go to the 
King, but promifed to return immediately ; accordingly 
I did, and I was never fo furprized as I was to find him 
entirely changed from what I had left him ; he was 
Handing in his chamber, his face full of fury, fome- 
times walking, fometimes flopping (hort, as if he had 
been diftracle'd. Come, fays he, and fee the moft for- 
lorn wretch in the world ; I am a thousand times more 
unhappy than I was a while ago, and what I have juft 
heard of madam de Toumon is cvorfe than her death. 

I took what he faid to be wholly the effect of grief, 
and could not imagine that there could be any thing 
worfe than the death of a miftrefs one loves, and is be- 
loved by; I told him, that fo far as he kept his grief 
within bounds* I approved of it, and bore a part in it ; 
but that I Ihould no longer pity him, if he abandoned 
himfelf to defpair, and 'flew from reafon. 1 fliould be 
too happy if I had loft both my reafon and iriy life, 
tried he ; madam de Tournon was falfe to me, and I 
am informed 0/ her' unfaithfulnefs and treachery the 
very day after I was informed of her death ; I am in- 
formed of it at a time when my foul is filled with the 
ttoft tender love, and pierced with the fliarpeft grief 
that ever was ; at a time, when the idea of her in my 

heart 
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heart is that of the moft perfeA woman whoever, lived, 
and the moft perfect with refpeft to me ; I find I am 
miftaken, and that flic does not deferve to be lamented 
by me; neverthejeft, I have the fame concern former 
death, as if fhe had been true to me ; and I have the 
(ame fenfibility of her falfhpod, as if fhe were yet livings 
had I heard of her falihood before her death, jealoufy v , 
anger, and rage would have pofTeifed me, and in fomp 
meafure hardened me againft the grief for her lofs ; but 
.now my condition is fuch, that I am incapable of re- 
ceiving comfort, and yet know not. how to hate her. 

You may judge of the furprize I was in at what San- 
cerre told me ; I aiked him how he came by fhe know- 
ledge of it ; and he told me, that the minute I went 
away from him, Etouteville, who is his intimate friendj 
but who neverthelefs knew, nothing of his love for ma- 
dam de Tournon, came to fee him,; that as foon as he 
was fat down, he fell a- weeping, and aiked his pardon 
.for having concealed from him what he was going to 
tell him; that he. begged him to. have companion of 
him, that he was come to open his heart to him, and 
.that he was the perfon in the world the moft aflii&ed 
for the death of madam de Tournon. 
v, That name, £id Sancerre, fp afto.nifhed me, that 
. thdugh my firft intention was to tell him I was moie 
.afilicled than he, I had not the, power to fpeajc : he 
• continued to inform me, that he had been in love jwith 
her fix months,- that he was always defirous to. let^me 
vknow it,. but {he f had exprefly fprbi^ him; arid in fb 
. afu^hpritatiye, a, manner, that he durft no£ difobey her; 
,r«fc^at he gained, her, in a manner as foon as he courted 
Jier ; .that they, concealed their mutual pafiion for, each 
^other from the whole world; that, he never vifited her 
•i >publjic]y ; that .he had tlje pleafure to remove her forrpw 
for her hafb'and's death; andjthat laftly, he was to have 
married her at .the very jun&urein which fhe died : feut 
, that, this marriage, which was an effect of love,, would 
J^ave appeared in her an effect of duty and obedience, fhe 

haying 



d by Google 



f art tf. THE ERINCESS OF CLEVES. |j 

living pwailedupon her father to lay his commands 
on her to marry him, in order to avoid the appearance 
<if too great an alteration in her conduct* which had 
feemed 10 averfe to a fecond marriage. 

While Etouteville was peaking to me, faid" San* 
cerre, I believed all he faid, becaufe I found fo muck 
probability in it, and becaufe the time when he told 
me his paffion for madam de Tournon commenced, if 
precifely the fame with that when fhe appeared changed 
towards me ; but the next moment I thought him ft 
liar, or at leaft an enthufiafl, and was upon the point * 
of telling him fo. Afterwards I came into an incli- 
nation of clearing up the matter, and propofed feveral 
quefHons, and laid my doubts before him; in a word, 
I proceeded fo far to convince myfelf of my misfortune, 
that he afked me if I knew madam de Tournon 's hand- 
writing, and with that threw upon my bed four letters 
of her's and her picture ; my brother came in that mi- 
nute; Etouteville's face was fo full of tears, that he 
was forced to withdraw to avoid being obferved, and 
faid, he" would come again in the evening to fetch what 
he left with me ; and as for me,- 1 fent my brother away 
under pretence of being indifpofed, fo impatient was I 
to fee the letters he had left, and fo full of hopes to 
find fomething there that might make me difbelieve 
what Etouteville had been telling me; but alas! what 
did I not find there 1 What tendernefs ! what oaths! 
what afiurances of marriage ! what letters! She never 
wrote the like to me. Thus, continued he, am I at 
once pierced wit^ anguifh for her death and for her 
falfhood, two evils which have been often compared, 
but never felt before by the fame perfon at the fame, 
time; I confefs, to my fhame, that ftill I am mare 
grieved for her lofs than for her change; I cannot 
think her guilty enough, to confent to her death : were 
fee living, I mould have the fatisfadtioti to re- 
proach her, and to revenge myfelf bn her by 
making her fenfible of her injuftice; but I mall 
fee her no more; I wall fee her no mote! Thi* 
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is the greateft misfortune of all others ; would I could 
reftore her to life, though with the lofs of my own ! 
Yet what do I wifh ? If fhe were reftored to life, fhe 
would live for Etoiiteville. How happy was I yefter- 
day* cried he, how happy ! I was the moft affti&ed 
man in the world; but my afflifltion was reafpnable, 
and there was fomething pleafing in the very thought 
that I was inconfolable. To-day all my fentiments are 
nnjuft ; I .pay to a feigned paifron the tribute of my 
grief, which I thought I owed to a real one; lean 
neither hate nor love her memory ; I am incapable of 
confolation, and yet do not know how to grieve for her ;, 
take care, I conjure you, that I never fee Etouteville ; 
his very name raifes horror in me; I know very well I 
have no reafon of complaint againft him ; I was to 
blame in concealing from him my love for madam de 
Tournon ; if he had known it, perhaps he would not 
have purfued her ; perhaps fhe would not have been 
falfe to me; he came to me to impart his forrows, and 
I cannot but pity him ; alas 1 he had reafon to love 
madam de Tournon, he was beloved by her, and will 
never fee her more : notwithftanding, I perceive I can- 
not help hating him ; once more I conjure you take 
care I may not fee him.- 

Sancerrc burft afterwards into tears, began again to 
regret madam de Tournon, and to fpeak to her, as if 
fhe were prefent, and fay the foftety things in the world; 
from thefe tranfports he pa/Ted to hatred, to complaints, 
to reproaches and imprecations againft her. When Ifaw 
him in fa defperate a condition, I found I fhould want 
fomebody toaffift me in appealing his mind,; accordingly 
4 fent for his brother, whom I had left with the king ; 
I met him in the anti-chamber, and acquainted him with 
Sancerre's condition : we gave the neceiTary orders to . 
prevent his feeing Etouteville, and employed part of 
the night in endeavouring to make him capable of rea-» 
fon ; this morning I found him yet more afflicted; hi* 
brother continued with him, and I returned to yon. 
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It is impoffible to foe more furprifed than I dm, laid 
madam de Cleves; I thought madam de Tournon 
equally incapable of love and falfhood. Addrefs and 
diffimulation, replied monsieur de Cleves, cannot go 
further than fhe carried them ; obferve, that when San*, 
cerre thought her love to him was abated, it really, was, 
and fhe began to love Etouteville ; (he told the laft, that he 
removed her forrow for her hufband's death, and that 
he was the caufe of her quitting her retirement. San- 
cerre believed the caufe was nothing but a refolution 
Hie had taken not to feem any longer to be in fuch deep 
iflliclion ; ihe made a merit to Etouteville of concealing 
her correfpondence with him, and of (ceming forced to 
marry him by her father's command, as if it was an ef- 
fect, of the care ihe had of her reputation; whereas it 
was only an artifice totfbrfake Sancerre, without hi* 
laving reaibn to refent it. I muft return, continued 
Mr. die Cleves, to fee this unhappy man, and I believe 
you would do well to go to Paris too ; it is time for yo« 
to appear in the world again, and receive the numerous 
vifits which you cannot well difpenfe with. 

Madam de Cleves agreed to thepropofal, and returned 
to Paris the next day ; fhe found herfelf much mow 
cafy with refpect to the duke de Nemours than ihe. had 
been ; what her mother had told Jier on her death-bed, 
and her grief for her death, created a fort of fufpenfion 
in her mind as to her paflion for the duke, which made 
her believe it was quite effaced. 

The evening of her arrival the queen-dauphin made 
her a vifit; and after having condoled with her, told 
her, that in order to divert her from melancholy thoughts^ 
fhe would let her know ail that had patted at court in 
her abfence ; upon which fhe related tb her a great many - 
extraordinary things ; but what I have the greateft de- 
iire to inform you of, added ihe, is, that it is certain the 
duke de Nemours is paffionately in lave ; and that his 
moil intimate friends are not only not entrufted in it, 
hut cannot fo much as guefs who the perfon is, he is in 
*1 love 
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love with; neverthelefs, this paffion of his is fo ftrong, as 
to make him negleft, or to (peak more properly, aban- 
don the hopes of a crown. 

What poifon did this diicourfe of the queen-dauphin 
cany in it for madam de Cievesi How could fhe but 
know herfelf to be the perfon whofe name was not 
known ; and how could (he help being filled with ten- 
dernefs and gratitude, when ihe learned, by. a way not 
in theleaft liable to fufpicion, that the duke, who had 
already touched her heart, concealed his paffion from , 
the whole world, and neglected for her fake the hopes 
of a crown ? It is impoffible to exprefs what ihe felt, 
or to defcribe the tumult that was raifed in her foul. 
Had the queen-dauphin obferved her clofely, file might 
eaiily have difcerned, that what fhe had been faying was 
not indifferent to her; but as ihe had not the leaft fuf. 
picion of the truth, (he continued her difcourfe without 
minding her : Moniieur d'Anville, added (he, from 
whom, as I j ufl: told you, I had all this, believes I 
know more of it than hhnfelf ; and he has fo great an 
opinion of my beauty, that he is fatisfied I am the only 
perfon capable of creating fo great a change in the duke 
•f Nemours. 

Thefe laft words of the queen-dauphin gave madam 
de Cleves a fort of uneafinefs ycry different from that 
which ihe had a few minutes before, I can eaiily come 
into moniieur d'Anviile's opinion, anfwered ihe ; and 
it is very probable, madam, that nothing lefs than a 
princefs of your merit could make him defpife the queen 
©f England.— I would own it to you, if I knew it, re- 
plied the queen-dauphin, and I (hould know it if it 
were true; fetch paffion s as thefe sever efcape the fight 
of thofe who occafiontthem; they are the firft to difcerri 
them ; the duke of Nemours has never fhe wed me any 
thing but flight complaifances; and yet I find fo great a 
difference betwixt his prefent and former behaviour tp 
me, that I can aiTure you, I am not the caufe of the 
indifference heejpreffes for the crown of England. 

But 
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Bat I forget myfelf in your company, added the 
queen-dauphin, and do not remember that I am to wait' 
upon Madame. Having £ud this, me took he* leave 
of madam de Cleves, and the next day the king and: 
the queens went to vifit her* The duke de Nemouh, 
who had expecled her return with the utmoft impatience,' 
and languifhed for an opportunity of fpeakin£ to her in 
private, contrived to wait^pon her at an hour when' 
the company would probably be withdrawing, arid no- 
body elfe come in; he fucceeded in his defigti, and 
came in when, the laft vifitorfc were going away* 
. The princefs was fitting on her bed, and the hot 
weather, together with' the fight of the duke de Ne- 
mours, gave her a blufh that added to her beauty;* he 
fat over agarnft her with a certain timorous rei^jeftthar 
flows from a real love; he continued fome minute* 
without fpeaking; nor Was me lefsat a lofs, fo that they 
were both filent a good while : at laft, the duke condoled) 
with her for-her mother's death.— Madam de Cleves was* 
glad to give the cpnverfatiofi that turn, fpoke a confider- • 
able time of the great lofs me had had* and at laft i£d, * 
that though time had taken off from the violence of htr * 
grief, yet the impreffion would always Terrfain fo#n>ng»» 
that it would entirely change her humour.^ -Great > 
troubles and exceffive pafipna, repHed the duke, make* ~ 
great alterations in the mind ; v s£i fbr'me, * Iain qbfte \ 
another man; fiaee my return from Flanders ;** atekndkhtre .* 
of people have taken notice of thir change 1 / and r the*» 
queen-dauphin fpoke to me of it yeOerdayi Itii true, f 
replied the princefs, (he has obierved it> and I*think*£i , 
remember to have heard her fay fomething about it j-a- » 
I am not forry, madam,' replied the duke, that (he has 
difcerned it; but I could wiih fome -ethers in particular*,* 
had difcerned it too. There are perfons to whom we dare 
give no otfiet evidences of the paflion we have for them, 
but by things, which do not concern them ; and when 
we dare not let them know we love them* we mould 'be ' 
glad, at leaft, to have them fee we are not dcfirous of being 
Vol. II. D, loved 
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loved by any other ; we ihould be glad to convince 
them, that no other beauty, though of the higheft rank, 
has any charms for us ; and that a crown would be too* 
dear, if purchafed with no lefs a price than abfence 
from her we adore. Women ordinarily, continued he, 
judge of the paflion one has for them, by the care one 
-takes to oblige, and to be afliduous about them ; but it 
is no hard matter to do this, though they be ever (6 
little amiable? not to give one's feff up to thepieafurc 
of purfuing them, to fhun them through fear of disco- 
vering to the public, and in a manner to them felves, . 
the fentiments one has for them, here lies the difficulty; 
and what ftill more demonflrates the truth of one's paf- 
lion is, the becoming entirely changed from what one 
was ; and the having no longer a guft either for ambi- 
tion or pleafure, after #ne has employed one's whole life 
in purfuit of both. 

The princefs of Cleves readily apprehended how far 
4he was concerned in this difcourfe.; one while (he 
ieemed of opinion, that fhe ought not to fuffer fuch an 
addrefs ; another, fhe thought fhe ought not to feem to ' 
Minderftand it, or fliew fhe fuppofed herfelf meant by it ; 
Jhe thought (he ought to (peak, and fhe thought fhe 
ought to be filent; the duke of Nemours's difcourfe 
'equally pleafed and offended her ; fhe was convinced by 
it of the truth of all the queen-dauphin had led her to 
think; (he found in it fomewhat galant and refpeftful, 
but aifo fomewhat bold and too intelligible; the incli- 
nation Ae. had for the duke gave her-an anxiety which it 
was not in her power to controul ; the moft obfcure ex* 
preffions of a man that pleafes, move moretiian thrfnoft 
open declaration of one we have no liking for ; me 
jaade no anfwer : the duke de Nemours took notice of 
her filence, which perhaps would have proved no ill 
prefage, if the coming in of the prince of Cleves had 
not ended at once the converfation and the vifit. 

The prince was coming to give his wife a further ac* 
count of Sancerre, ,bvft fhe was not over curious to learA 

the 
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the fequel of that adventure. She was fo much taken up 
with what had jufl'paffed, that fhe could hardly con- 
ceal the erobarrafiment (he was in* When fhe was at 
liberty to mufe upon it, (he plainly faw fhe was miftaken, 
when Ihe thought fh$was indifferent as to the duke de 
Nemours ;' what he had faid to her had made all the 
impreffion he could defire, and had entirely convinced 
her of his paflion ; bcfides, the duke's actions agreed too 
well with his words, to leave her the leaft doubt about it; 
fhe no longer flattered herfelf that fhe did not love him ; 
all her care was not to let him difcover it, a talk of which 
fhe had already experienced the difficulty. She knew the 
only way to fucceed in it was to avoid feeing him ; and 
as her mourning gave her an excufe for being more re- 
tired than ufual, ihe made ufe of that pretence not to 
go to places where Jie might fee her. She was full of me- 
lancholy ; her mother's death was the feeming caufe of 
it, and no fufpicion was had of any other. 

The duke de Nemours, not feeing her any more, fell 
into defperation ; and knowing he fhould not meet with 
her in any public aflemfoly, or at any diverfions the court 
joined in, he could not prevail upon himfelf to appear 
there ; and therefore he pretended a great love for hunt* 
ing, and made matches for that fport on the days when 
the queens kept their affemblies ; a flight indifpofition 
had ferved him a good while as an excufe for flaying at 
home, and declining to go to places where he knew very 
well that madam de Cleves would not be. 
. The prince of Cleves was ill almoft at the fame time, 
and the princefs never ftirred out of his room during hi* 
iUnefs ; but when he grew better, and received com* 
pany, and among others the duke de Nemours, who 
ftaid with him the greatefl part of the day, fhe found 
fhe could not continue any longer there ; and yet in the 
firft viiits he made fhe had>not the refutation to go out; 
ihe had been too long without feekig him, to be able to 
lefblve to fee him no more ; the duke had the addrefs, 
by difcourfes that appeared altogether general, but which 
Da Ac 
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,/he underload very well: by the- relation; they had' to 
wlut he had faid .privately: to her, to Jet her haow that 
he went, arhjantipg o»ly to be more at liberty tor cMnie 
of he*, and. that- the* reaftm of his not going to the 
affeinblies was her no* being thece. 
. At lail flue executed the. refolution Ihe had- taken 
to go vox of her husband's* room whenever he- waa 
there,, though thi& was doing the utmoft violence t<a 
herfelf : the duke perceived ihe avoided ixim, and the 
thought, of it touched him to the heart. 

The prince- of Glevcs.did not immediately take no- 
tice of his wife's., conduct in this particular ; hut at lad 
he perceived fhe went out of the room when there was 
company there. He fpoke to her of it, and ihe told 
njna, that lfee,-did not think it confiftentwithj decency to 
te f every evening, among the»gay young courtiers ; .that 
Ihe hpped. he would allow her to live in a more reserved, 
manner than (he had done hitherto; that the virtue and* 
prefen.ee of her mother authorifed her in many liberties, 
which could not othefwife be juJiified in a woman, of 
her age. 

Monfveor de Cleves, who had a great deal of facility* 
aa& complaifance- for his wife* did not fhew it on. this 
occafion, but told her he would by ho means content to 
her altering her conduct. She wa$ upon the point of 
telling : him,, it was. reported that the duke de Nemours 
was; in love -with her ; but, Ihe had not the power to name * 
him : befides, fhe thought, it difingenuous todiiguiie the* 
truth, j and; make ufe of pretences to a man who had.fo 
good, aji opinioor ofr her. 

Sopi£- dajss -aftejr the king was with the queen at the* 
affenibly-hour, and the difoourfe* turned upon nativities 
apjLd : pr editions.; the company were divided in their, 
opinion.] -as to what credit ought to be given to thenv; 
the. queen - profeifed to have great faith in them, and* 
maintained, that after -fo many things had come to pafs . 
as. they ^ had been foretold, one could not doubt buti 
there, was fomcthing,of certtinjy-iit thatfeienee^ others*. 

" . t affirmed, 
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affirmed, that of an infinite number of predictions fo 
tery few proved true, that the truth of fhofe few ought . 
to be looked- upon a6 an e#eft of chance. 

I have formerly been very curious and inquifitive ar 
to futurity, faid die king; but I have feen fo many 
feHe and improbable things, that Lam fatisfied there 
k no truth in that pretended art:. Not many years ft nee 
there came hither a man of great reputation in aftro- 
Jogy ; every body went to fee him ; I went among 
ethers, but without ikying who I was, and I carried with 
me the duke of Guife and Defcars, and made them go 
m firft; neverthelefs the aftrologer addrefled himfelf 
firft to me, as if he had concluded me to be their 
matter ; .perhaps he knew me, and yet he told me one 
thing that was very unfuitabe to my character, , if he 
lad known me ; his predi&on was, that I mould be 
killed in a duel ; he told the duke of Guife, that he 
ihould die of a wound received behind ; and he told 
Defcars, he ihould be knocked of the head by the kick 
trf a horfe. The duke of Guife was a little angry at the 
prediction, as if it imported he fhould run away ; 
nor was Defcars better pleafed, to find he was to make 
his exit by fo unfortunate an accident; in a word, we" 
went away all three of ub very much out of humour 
with the aftrologer. I do not know what will happen 
to the duke of Guife and Defcars, but there is not 
iriuch probability of my being killed in a duel ; the 
king of Spain and I have juft made peace ; and if WQ- 
had not, I queftion whether we mould have fought, 
•r if I ihould have challenged him, as the king my 
lather did Charles V. 

After the king had related the misfortune that was 
foretold him, thofe who had defended aftrology aban- 
doned the argument, and agreed there was no credit to 
be given to it. For my part, faidthe duke de Nemours 
aloud, I have the leaft reafon of any man in the world 
to Credit it. ; and then turning himfelf to madam de 
Cleves, nearwhom he flood, It has been foretold me/ 
v' <>.., D x fays 
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fays he very foftly, that I ihould be happy in a perfon 
for whom I mould have the moil violent and refpe&ful 
paflion ; you may judge, madam, if I ought to believe 
in predictions. 

The queen-dauphin, who believed, from what the x 
duke had fpoke aloud, that what he whiipered was 
fome falfe prediction that had been told him, afked him 
what it was he faid to madam de Cleves ; had he had a 
lefs ready wit, he would have been furprized at this 
queftion ; but without any heiitation, What I faid to 
her, madam, anfwered he, was, that it had been pre* 
ditted to me, that I mould be raifed to a higher fortune 
than my mofl fanguine hopes could lead me to expeft — - 
If nothing has been foretold you but this, replied the 
queen-dauphin, fmiling, and thinking of the affair of 
England, I would not advife you to decry afbology | 
you may have reafons hereafter to offer in defence of it. 
Madam de Cleves apprehended the queen-dauphin's 
meaning; but knew withal, that theibrtune the duke 
of Nemours fpoke of was not that of being king of 
England. 

The time of her mourning being expired, the prin- 
cefs of Cleves was obliged to make her appearance again, 
and go to court as ufual ; (he faw the duke de Nemours 
at the queen-dauphin's apartment; (he faw him at 
the prince of Cleves's, where he often came in company 
of other young noblemen, to avoid being remarked ; 
yet me never once faw him, but it gave her a pain 
that could riot efcape his obfervation. 

However iaduftrious me was to avoid being looked 
at by him, and to fpeak kfs to him than to any other* 
fome things efcaped her in an unguarded moment, 
which convinced him he was not indifferent to her ; a 
man of lefs difcernment than he would not have per- 
ceived it ; but he had already fo often been the objed 
of love, that it was eafy for him tp know when he was 
loved. He found the chevalier de Guife was his rival; 
and the chevalier knew that the duke de Nemours was 

his; 
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his ; monfieur de Guife was the only man in the court 
that had unravelled this affair, his in tereft having made 
him more clear- fighted than others ; the knowledge the/ 
had of each other's {entiments, created an opposition 
between them in every thing, which, however, did not 
breajc out into an open quarrel ; they were always of 
different parties at the running at the ring, at tourna- 
ments, and all diversions the king delighted in -5 and 
their emulation was fo great, it could not be concealed. 
. Madam de Cleves frequently revolved in her mind 
the affair of England j fhe believed the duke de Ne- 
mours could not refill the advice of the king, and the 
inftances of Lignerolles ; fhe was very much concerned 
to find that Lignerolles was not yet returned, and fhe 
impatiently expected him; her inclinations ftrongly 
fwayed her to inform herfelf exactly of the ftate of this 
affair; but the fame reafons, which raifed in her that 
curiofity, obliged her to conceal it ; and fhe only en- 
quired of the beauty, the wit, and the temper of 
queen Elizabeth. . A picture of that princefs had been 
brought the king, which madam de Cleves found much 
handfomer than fhe could havewifhed for ; and fhe could 
sot forbear faying, the picture flattered. I do not 
think fo, replied the queen-dauphin ; that princefs has 
the reputation of being very handfome, and of having 
a very exalted genius, and I know fhe has always been 
propofed to me as a model worthy my imitation ; (he 
cannot but be very handfome, if fhe refcmbles her 
mother, Anne Bullen ; never had woman fo many 
charms and allurements, both in her perfon and her 
humour ; I have heard fay fhe had fomething remark* 
ably lively in her countenance; very different from 
what is ufually found in other Englifh beauties. — I 
think, replied madam de Cleves, 'tis faid fhe was 
born in France. — Thofe who imagine* fo are miftaken, 
replied the queen-dauphin ; I will give you her hidory 
in a few words;. 

D + She 
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She was of a good family in England ; Henry VUIth 
was in love with her lifter and her mother, and it has 
been even fufpe£ed by fome, that (he was his daughter j 
fhe came to France with Henry VII. 's filler, who mar- 
ried Lewis Xllth ; that princefs, who was full of 
youth and galantry, left the court of France with 
great reluctance after her hufband's death ; but Anne 
Bullen, who had the fame inclinations as her miflrefs, 
could not prevail with herfelf to go away ; the late 
king was in love with her, and fhe continued maid of 
honour to queen Claude ; that queen died, and Mar- 
garetta, the king's filler, duchefs of Alenfon, and 
fince queen of Navarre, whofe ftory you know, .took 
her into her fervice, where fhe imbibed the principles 
of the new religion ; fhe returned afterwards to Eng- 
land, and there charmed all the world. She had the 
manners of France, which plcafe in all countries ; fhe 
Fung well, me danced finely ; fhe was a maid of ho* 
nour to queen Catherine, and Henry VHIth fell defpe. 
rately in love with her. 

Cardinal Wolfey, his favourite and firft minifler, 
being diflatisfied with the emperor for not having 
favoured his prctenfions to the Papacy,* in order to 
revenge himfelf of him, contrived an alliance between 
France and the king his mailer ; he put it into the 
Jiead of Henry Vffith, that his marriage with the 
emperor's aunt was null, and advifed him to marry 
the duchefs of Alenfon, whofe hufband was juft dead ; 
Anne Bullen, who was not without ambition, con- 
sidered queen Catherine's divorce as a means that would 
bring her to the crown ; fhe began to give the king of 
England imprefHons of the Lutheran religion, and 
engaged the late king to favour at Rome Henry 
Vlllth's divorce, iri hopes of his marrying the duchefs 
©f Alenfon ; cardinal Wolfey, that he might have an 
opportunity of treating this affair, procured himfelf 
to be tent to France upon other pretences; but hi$ 
mailer "was fo far from permitting him to propofe this 
♦ marriage, 
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marriage, that he fent him express orders to Calais not 
to ipeak of it. 

Cardinal Wolfey, at his return from France, was 
received with as great honours as could have been paid 
to the king himielf ; never did any favourite carry his 
pride and vanity to fo great a height ; he managed an 
interview between the two kings at Bologne, when 
Francis I. would have given the upper-hand to Henry 
VUIth ; but he refuted to accept it. They treated one - 
another by turns with the utmoft magnificence, and 
prefented to each habits of the fame fort with thofe they 
wore themfelves. I remember to have heard fay, that 
thofe the late king fent to the king of England, were of 
crimfon faltin befet all over with pearls and diamonds* . 
and. a robe of white velvet embroidered with gold* 
After having ftaid fome time at Bologne, they went to 
Calais. Anne Bullen was lodged in Henry VlUth's 
court with the train of a queen ; and Francis JL 
made her the fame prefents, ' and paid her the fame , 
honours as if me had been really fo. In a word, after a 
Patfion of nine years continuance king Henry married . 
her, without waiting fox the diflblving of his firft maj> 
riage* The Pope precipitately thundered out excora» 
munications againlfc him ; which fo provoked . king 
Henry, that he declared himielf head of the. ch-iucl* 
aad drew after him all Fjigland into the, unhappy 
change in which you fee it. 

Anne Bullen did not long enjoy her greatnefs ; for 
whan ike thought herlelf moil fecure of it by the death . 
of queen Catherine, one day as (he was feeing a match • 
of running at the ring made by the vifcountRochefprt - 
her brother, the king was ftruck with fuckaj^aiorcly-,.* 
that he abruptly left the (how, went, anva.5s.to London, 
and gave orders for ajcefting the queen*, the vifcount 
Roehefbtt* and. fevesak others whom he believed to be 
the levers, or confidants of thatprincefs. Though this- 
jealonfy in appearance had its birth that moment, the 
iing^ had been long ponefTed with-it by the vifcountefs 
D 5 Rjoche&itjr 
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Rochefprt, who not being able to bear the ftridfc inti- 
macy between her hufband and the queen, reprefented 
it to the king as a criminal commerce ; fo that that 
prince, who was befides in love with Jane .Seymour, 
thought of nothing but ridding himfelf of Anne 
Bullen ; and in lefs than three weeks he caufed the 
queen and her brother to be tried, had them both be* 
headed, and married Jane Seymour. He had after- 
wards feveral wives, whom he divorced or put to death ; 
and among others Catherine Howard, whofe confidant 
the vifcount Rochefort was, and who was beheaded 
with her. Thus was (he punifhed for having falfly ac- 
cufed Anne Bullen. And Henry Vlllth died, being - 
become exceffive fat. 

All the ladies that were prefent when the queen- 
dauphin made this relation, thanked her for having 
given them fo good an account of the court of Eng- 
land ; and among the reft madam de Cleves, who could 
not forbear afking feveral queftions concerning queen 

w Elizabeth. 

The queen-dauphin caufed pictures in miniature to 
be drawn of all the beauties of the court, in order to 
fend them to the queen her mother. One day, when 
that of madam de Cleves was finifhed, the queen- 
dauphin came to fpend the afternoon with her ; the 
duke de Nemours did not fail to be there ; he let flip 
no opportunities of feeing madam de Cleves, yet with- 
out appearing to contrive them. She looked fo pretty 
that day, that he would have fell in love with her, 
though he had not been fo before : however, he durft 
not kee.p his eyes fixed upon her, while (he was fitting 
for her picture, for fear -of fhewing too much the plea- 
fure he took in looking at her. 

The queen-dauphin afked monfieur de Cleves fbr a 
little picture he had of his wife's, to compare it with 
that which was juft drawn ; every body gave their 
judgment of the one and the other ; and madam de 

* Cleves ordered the painter to mend fomething in the 

fccadr- 
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head-drefs of that which had been juft brought in ; 
the painter, in obedience to her, took the picture out of 
the cafe in which it was, and having mended it, laid it 
again on the table. 

The duke de Nemours had long wifhed to have a 
picture of madam de Cleves $ when he faw that which 
monfieur de Cleves had, he could not refift the tempta- 
tion of dealing it from a hufband, who, he believed, 
was tenderly loved ; and he 'thought, that among fo 
many perfons as were in the fame room, he mould be „ 
no more liable to fufpicion than another. 

The queen-dauphin was fitting on the bed, and 
whifpering to madam de Cleves, who was Handing be- 
fore her. Madam de Cleves, through one of the cur- 
tains that was but half-drawn, fpied the duke de 
Nemours with his back to the table, that flood at the' 
bed's feet, and perceived, that without turning his 
face he took fomething very dextroufly from off the- 
table ; (he prefently guefled it was her picture ; and was 
in fuch concern about it, that the queen-dauphin 
obferved (he did not attend to what fhe faid, and afked 
her aloud what it was me looked at. At thofe words, 
the duke de Nemours turned about, and met full the 
eyes of madam de Cleves that were ftill fixed upon 
Him ; he thought it not impoffible but fhe might have 
feen what he had done. 

- Madam de Cleves was not a little perplexed ; it was 
reafonable to demand her picture of him; but to de- 
mand it publicly, was to difcover to the whole world the 
fentiments "which the duke had for her ; and to demand 
it in private, would be to engage him to fpeakof his 
love : fhe judged, after all, it was better to let*him keep* 
it ; and fhe was glad to grant him a' favour which fhe' 
could do without his -knowing that fhe granted it.. 
The duke de Nemours,' who obferved her perplexity, 
and partly guefled the caufe of it> came up, and told 
her foftly, If vou have feen what I have ventured >tQ< 
<k>,, be fo good, madam,- as to. let me believe your are 
- . D 6 ignorant 
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ignprant of it $ f dare afk no more. Having faid this 
he withdrew, without waiting for her anfwer.. 

The queen-dauphin went to take a walk, attended 
with the reft of the ladies ; and the duke de Nemours 
went home to (hut himfelf up in his clofet, not being 
able'to fupport in public the ecftafy he was in on having 
a piclure of madam de Cleves ; he tailed every thing 
thaj was fweet in love j he was in love with the fmefl 
woman of the court ; he found fhe loved him againft her. 
will ; and faw in all her afiions, that fort of care and 
embarrafTment which love produces in young and inno- 
cent hearts. 

At night great fearch was made for the picture ; and 
having found t}xe cafe it ufed to be kept in, they never 
iufpecled it had been ftolen, but thought it might have 
fallen out by chince. The prince of Cleves was very 
much concerned for the lofs of it ; and after having 
fearched for it a great while to no purpofe, he told his 
. wife, but with an air that, mewed he did not think fo,. 
that without doubt fhe had fome fecret lover, to whom 
fiie had given the pidure, or who had ftole it ; and that 
none but a ^over would have been contented with the 
picture without the cafe. 

Thefe words, though fpoke in jen% made a lively im- 
preffion in Jfcfae mind of madam de Cleves ; they gave her 
remorfe, and fhe reflected on the violence of her incli- 
nation, which hurried her on to love the duke of Ne^ 
mours ; fhe found me was no longer miftre fs of het 
woids or countenance ; (he imagined that Lignerolles 
was returned ; that fhe had nothing to fear from the 
affair of England, nor any caufe to fufpeft the queen- 
4auphin ; in a word, that fhe had no refuge or defence 
againft the duke de Nemours but by retiring ; but as fhe 
was not at her liberty to retire, fhe found herfelf in A 
very great extremity, and ready to fall into the laftmif- 
fortune, that of difcovering to the duke the inclination. 
f}ie had for him. She remembered all that her mother 
£a*l 444 tP **** on ^ er death-bed; and the advice which 
fc| gave her, to enter oa any resolutions, however 
■ ~ difficult 
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Qj#cult tjiey might be, father than engine in ga- 
lantry : (he remembred alfo what monfieur de Cleves 
had told her, when he gave an account of madam de 
Tournon. She thought (he ought to acknowledge to him 
the inclination fhe had .for the dufee de Nemours, And 
in that thought (he continued a long time ; afterwards, 
fhe was a|fconifhed tp have entertained fo ridiculous a 
defign, and fell back again into her former perplexity 
of not knowing what tp chu&. 

The peace was figned ; and the lady Elizabeth, after 
a great de^i of reluctance , refolved to obey the king 
her father. T^e duke of Alva was appointed tsr marry 
her in the name of the Catholic king, and was rery 
foon expected. The duke of Saypy too* who was to 
in^ry the king's fitter, and whofe nuptials were to be 
felemnized. at the fame time, was expected every day. 
The king thought of nothing but how to grace thefo 
marriages with fuch diversions as might difplay the. 
politenefs and ra^gn&cence of his court. Interludes 
and comedies of the beft kind were propofed ; but the 
king thought thofe entertainments too private, and de- 
fired to have fomewhat of a more fplendid nature : he re- 
folved to make a folemn tournament, to which grangers 
might be invited, and of which the people might 
be fpedfctors. The princefs and young lords very much 
approved the king's defign, especially the duke of 
Ferrara* mpniieur de Quite, and the duke de Ne- 
mours, who furpafted the reft in thefe forts of exercifes*. 
The king made choice of them to be^ together wish. 
himfelf, the fou? champions of the tournament. 

Proclamation was made throughout the kiftgdom, 
that on the 15 th of June, in the city of Paris, his moil 
Christian majefty, and the princes Alphonfe 4'Ete 
duke of Ferrara, Francis of Moraine duke of Guife* . 
and James of &>w>y duke of Nemours, would held an 
open tournament agaiuft all comers. The firit combat 
to be on horfe^back in the lifts, with double armour, 
ty break four lances, and one for the ladies.; the fecond 
cornet with (words, one to one, ox two to two, as the 
5 ..". .* judges 
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judges of the field mould direft; the third combat om 
foot, three puihes of pikes, and fix hits with the fword. 
The champions to rurnifh lances, fwords, and pikes, 
at the choice of the combatants. Whoever did not 
manage his horfe in the career to be put out of the 
lifts ; four judges of the field to give orders. The com- 
batants, who mould break moil lances and perform beft, 
to carry the prize, the value whereof to be at the dif- 
cretion of the judges : all the combatants, as well French 
as ftrangers, to be obliged to touch one or more, at 
their choice, of the (hields that mould hang on the pillar 
at the end of the lifts, where a herald at arms mould 
be ready to receive them, and enrol them according to 
their quality, and the (hields they had touched : the 
combatants to be obliged to caufe their (hields and arms 
to bebrought by a gentleman, and hung up at the pillar 
three days before the tournament, otherwife not to be 
admitted without leave of the champions. 

A fpacious lift was made near the Baftille, which be- 
gun from the Chateau des Tournelles, and croffed the 
ftreet of St. Anthony, and extended as far as the kirigV 
(tables ; on both fides were built fcaffolds and amphi- 
theatres, which formed a fort of galleries that made a 
very fine fight* and were capable of containing an in- 
finite number of people. The princes and lords were- 
wholly taken up in providing what was necefiary for a 
fplendid appearance, aad in mingling in their oyphers- 
and devices fomewhat of galantry, that had relation t6 
the ladies they were in love with. 

A few days before the duke of Alva's arrival, the* 
king made a' match at tennis with the duke de Nemours, 
the chevalier de Guife, and thevifcount de Chartres. 
The queens came to fee them play, attended with the- 
ladies of the court, and among others madam de Cleves. 
After the game was ended, as they went out of ^the 
tennis-court, Chatelart came up to the queen-dauphin, 
and told her, Fortune had put into his hands a letter of 
galantry, that dropped out of the duke de Nemours V 

Jjpcifcti 
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pocket* This queen, who was always very curious m 
what related to the duke, bid Chatelart give her the 
letter; he did fo, and fhe followed the queen her 
mother-in-law, who was going with the king to fee 
them work at the lifts. After they had been there fome 
time, the king caufed fome horfes to be brought that had 
been lately taken in ; and though they were not as yet 
thoroughly managed, he, was for mounting one of them, 
and ordered his attendants to mount others. The king 
and the duke de Nemours hit upon the moft fiery and 
high-mettled of them. The horfes were ready to fall 
foul on one another, when the duke of Nemours, for 
fear of hurting the king, retreated abruptly, and ran 
back his horfe againft a pillar with fo much violence, 
that the fhock of it made him ffegger* The company 
ran up to him, and he Was thought confiderably hurt ; 
but the princefs of Cleves thought the hurt much greater 
than any one elfe. The intereft fhe had in it gave her 
an apprehenfion and concern which fhe took no care to 
conceal ; fhe came up to him with the queens, and 
with a countenance fo changed, that one lei's concerned 
than the chevalier de Guife might have perceived it* 
Perceive it he immediately did, and was much more 
intent upon the condition madam de Cleves was in, 
than upon that of the duke de Nemours. The blow 
the duke had given himfelf had fo ftunned him, . that 
he continued fome time leaning his head on thofe who 
ftipported him ; when he raifed himfelf up,, he imme- 
diately viewed madam de Cleves, and faw. in her face 
the concern fhe was in for him, and he looked upon 
.her in a manner which made her feniible how. much he 
Was touched with it : afterwards he thanked the queens 
for the goodnefs they had exprefied to. him, and made 
apologies for the condition he Jiad. been in before them* 
and then the king ordered him to go to reft, 
" Madam de Cleves, after fhe was recovered, from the 
fright fhe had been in, prefently reflected on the tokens 
• jh.e had given of it, The cjievalier. de Guife did not 
, fuffe* 
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fuffcr her to continue long in the hope "that nobody had 
perceived it, but giving her his hand to lead her out 
of the lifts, I have more caufe to complain, madam, 
faid he, than the duke de Nemours ; pardon me, if I 
forget for a moment that profound refpedl I have always 
had for you, and mew you how much my heart is griev- 
ed for what my eyes have juft feen ; this is the firft time 
I have ever been fo bold as to fpeak to you, and it will 
be the laft. Death, or at leaft eternal abfeuce, will re- 
move me from a place where I can live no longer, fince 
I have now loft the melancholy comfort I had of be- 
lieving that all who behold you with love are as un- 
happy as myfelf. 

Madam de Cleves made only a cbnfufed anfwer, as 
if fhe had not underftood wh%t the chevalier's words 
meant : at another time me would have been offended, 
if he had mentioned the paflion he had for her ; but at 
this moment (he felt nothing but the affliction to know, 
that he had obferved the paffion fhe had for the duke 
de Nemours. 

Madam de Cleves, when fhe came out of the lifts* 
went to the queen's apartment, with her thoughts 
wholly taken up with what had pafTed. The duke d* 
Nemours came there fbon after, richly drefTed, and like 
one wholly infenfible of the accident that had befallen 
him ; he appeared even more gay than ufual ; and the 
joy he was in for what he had discovered', gave him an 
air that very much encreafed his natural agreeablenefi* 
The whole court was furprifed when he came in ; an4 
there was nobody but affced him how he did, except 
madam de Cleves, whp ftaid near the chimney, pretend- 
ing not to fee him. The king coming out of his clofet r 
and feeing him among others, called hlnx to talk to hini 
about his late accident. The duke pafTed by madani 
de Cleves, and faid foftfy to her, Madam, I have ie- 
ceived this day fbme marks Qf your pity, but they were 
not fkch as I am moft worthy of. Madam de Cleves 
fcfpe&ed that he had taken notice of the concern fhe- 

had 
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had been in for him, and what he now faid convinced 
her fhe was not miftajcen ; it gave her a great deal of 
concern, to find (he was fo little miftrefs of herfelf, as not 
to have been able to conceal her inclinations from the 
chevalier de Guife ; nor was fhe lefs concerned to fee, 
that the duke de Nemours was acquainted with them; 
yet this laft grief was not fo entire, but there was a cer- 
tain mixture of pleafure in it. 

The queen- dauphin, who was extremely impatient 
to know what there was in the letter which Chatelart 
had given her, came up to madam de Cleves. Go rea4 
this letter, fays fhe ; it is addreffed to the duke of Ne- 
mours, and was probably fent him by the miftrefs for 
whom he has forfaken all others : if you cannot read it 
now, keep it, and bring it me about bedtime, and in- 
form me if you know the hand. Having faid tjii^, the. 
queen- dauphin went away from .madam de Cleves, an4 
left her in fuch aftonifhment, that fhe was not able for 
£wne time to ftir out of the place. The impatience an4 
grief jhe \?a$ in not permitting hex to ftay at court, fhe, 
wentliome before her ufual hour of retirement; fhe/ 
trembled with the letter in her hand, her thoughts w*rs 
full of confufion, and fhe experienced I know not what 
of in fuppor table grief that fhe had never felt before. 
No fooner was fhe in her clofet, but fhe opened the Jet* 
ter, and found it as follows : 

' I Have loved you too well, to leave you in a belief. 

* that the change you obfierve in me is an effect of light* 

* nefs; I muft inform you, that your falfhood is the 

* caufe of it. You will be furprifed to hear me fpeak of 
, c your falfhood ; you* have disenabled it with & much 

* fkill, and I have taken fo much pare to conceal my 

* knowledge of it from you, that you have reafon to be 

* furprifed at the difcovery; I am myfelf in wonder* 

* that I have difcovered nothing pf it to you before; 

* never was grief equal to mine ; 1 thought you had the 

* moil violent pafTion for me ; I did not conceal that 
4 which I ha5 for you 4 and at the time that I acknow, 

* ledged 
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' ledged it to you without referve, I found that you de- 
' ceived me, that you loved another, and that, in all 
' probability, I was made a facrifice to this new miftrefc. 

* I knew it the day you run at the ring, and this was 

* the reafon I was not there. At firft I pretended an in- 
' difpofition in order to conceal my forrow; but after- 
4 wards I really fell into one, nor could a conftitution, 
4 delicate like mine, fupport fo violent a fhock.. When 

* I began to be better, I ftill counterfeited ficknefs, 

* that I might have an excufe for not feeing and for not 

* writing to you ; befides, I was willing to have time to 
' come to a refplution in what manner to deal with you*; 
9 I took and quitted the fame refolution twenty times i 

* but at Iaft I concluded you deferved not to fee my 
9 grief, and I refolved not to fhew you the leaft mark of 

* it. I had a defire to bring down your pride, by letting 

* you fee, that my paffion for you declined of itfelf : I 

* thought I mould by this ienen the value of the facrifice 

* you had made of me, and was loth you mould 
*. have thepleafure'of appearing more amiable in the 
' eyes of another, by fhewing her how much I loved 

* yon ; I refolved to write to you in a cold and lan- 

* guifhing manner, that ihe, to whom you gave my 

* letters, might perceive my love was at an end l I was 

* unwilling fhe mould have the fatisfadtion of knowing 
' I was fenfible that lhe triumphed over me, or that ihe 
f fhould encreafe her triumph by my defpair and com* 
c plaints. I thought I fhould punifh you too little, by 
v merely breaking with you, and that my ceafing to love 

* you would give you tout a flight concern, after you 

* had firft forfaken me ; I fpund it was necefTary you 

* fhould love me, to feel the fmart of not being loved, 

* which I fo feverely experienced myfelf ; I was of opi- 

* nion, that if any thing could rekindle that flame*, it 
4 would be to let you fee" that mine was extinguifhed ; 

* but to let you fee it through an endeavour to conceal 

* it from you, as. if I wanted the power to acknowledge 

* it to you. This refolution I adhered to, I found it 

* difficult 
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* difficult to take ; and when I Taw you again I thought 
' it impoflible to execute. I was' ready a hundred times 

* tobreak out into tears and complaints ; my ill ftate of 

* health, which ftill continued, ferved as a difguife to 

* hide from you the afBi&ion and trouble I was in ; after- 

* ward I wai fupported by the pleafure of diflembling * 

* with you, as you had done with me ; however, it was 
4 doing fo apparent a violence to myfelf to tell you, or to 

* write to you that I loved you, that you immediately 
' perceived I had no mind to let yoa fee my affe&ion 

* was altered. You was touched with this, you com- 

* plained of it. I endeavoured to remove your fears*; 
' but it was done in fo forced a manner, that you was 

* ftill more convinced by it I no longer loved you : ia 
' ftiort, I did all I intended to do. The fantafticalnefs 

* of your heart was fuch, that you advanced towards 
.' me in proportion as you faw I retreated from you. I 
1 have enjoyed all the pleafure which can arife from re* 

* venge. I plainly faw, that you loved me more than 
' you had ever done ; and I mewed you I had no longer 
*. any love for you, I had even reafon to believe that 
' you had entirely abandoned her, for whom you had 
' forfaken me; I had ground too to be fatisfied you had 
' never fpoken to her concerning me : but neither your 
' difcretion in that particular, nor the return of yo*r 
' affettion, can make amends for yourinconftancy; your 
' heart has been divided between me and another, and 

* .you have deceived me ; this is fufficient wholly to take 
' from me the pleafure I found in being loved by you, 
' as I thought I deferved to be ; and to confirm me in 
' the xefolution I have taken, never to fee you more, 
' which you are fo much furprifed at. 1 

Madam de Cleves read this letter, and read it over 
again feveral times, without knowing, at the fame time, 
what me had read ; me faw only that the dnke de Ne- 
mours did not love her as (he imagined, and that he 
loved others who s were no lefs deceived by him than flie. 
What a difCQvery was this for a perfon in her condition, 

who 
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who had a violent pa&lon* wfeo Had juft given marks of 
}t to a man whom {he judged unworthy of it, and to 
another whftm ihe ufed ill for his ftfar! Never was af- 
fliction fo cutting as hers; (he imputed the piercingneft 
of it to what had happened that day ; and believed, that 
if the duke de Nemours had not had ground to believe 
{he loved him, Qie ihould not'have cared whether he loved 
another ^r not: but ihe deceived herfelf; and this evil 
which ihe found fo infupportebk was jealoufy, with all 
the horrors it can be accompanied with. This letters 
djfcovfred to her a piece of galantry the duke de Ne- 
ttiours had been long engaged in. She faw the lady wha 
writ it was a peribn of wit and men*, and ikferved t0 
fce loved- She found foe had more courage than herfdfi- 
and envied her the power ihe had had of concealing her 
fentimonts from the duke de .Nemours. By the dofe of 
the letter, ihe faw this lady thought herfelf beloved, and 
prefently fufpe&ed, that the dUcretion the duke had 
ihewed in his addrefles to her, and which ihe had been 
(q much taken with, was only an effeft of his paflion for 
this otljer miftfefs, whpra he was afraid of di&bliging. 
Jn ihort, me thought pf every thing that could add to 
- Jier ggief and d*i|>ah\ What reflections did me not 
make on herfeif, and on the advioes her mother had 
given her! Hpwdid ihe repent, that me had not per- 
filled in her *efcJation of retiring, though againft the 
will pfmonfienr de Cleves; or that ihe had not purfued 
Jier intentions of acknowledging to him the inclination 
/he had for the duke of Nemours ! She was convinced, 
fte would have done better to difcoyer it to a huibajuL 
whofe geednefs ihe was fedtble of, and whofe intereft it , 
would have been to conceal it, than to tet k appear td 
a man who was unworthy of it, who deceived her, who 
perhaps made a facrifice of her, and who had no view in 
being loved by her but to gratify his pride and vanity : in 
a word* flic found, that all the calamities that could befal 
i her, and all the extremities ihe could be reduced to, were 

Jeft th§# thftf angle one of having diicoyered to the duke 

de 
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£e Nemours that ihe loved him, and of knowing that h e 
loved another : all' her comfort was to think, that after 
the knowledge of this ihe had nothing more to fear from 
iterfelf, and that ihe fhouid be entirely eafed of the in- 
clination ihe had for the duke. 

She never thought of the orders die queen-dauphhf 
had given her, to come to her when ihe went to reft* 
Ae went to bed herfelf, and pretended to be ill; fo that 
when moniieur de Cleves came home from the king, 
they told him ihe was aileep. But ihe was far from that 
tranquility which inclines to ileep; all the night ihe did 
nothing but torment herfelf, and read over and overthef 
letter in her hand. x " 

. . Madam de Cleves was not the onlyperfon whom this 
letter difturbed. The vifcount de Chartres, who ha3 
loft it, and not the duke de Nemours, was in the uttnoftf 
inquietude about it. He had been that evening with' 
the duke of Guife, who had given a great entertainment 
to the duke of Ferrara his brother-in-law, and to all the* 
young people of the : court : it happened that the dif- 
courfe turned upon ingenious letters ; and the vifcount* 
de Chartres faid he had one .about him the ftneft that* 
ewer was writ: they urged' him to ihew it ; and on his* 
cxcuimjfhimfelf, the duke- de. Nemours infilled he had 
no fuch letter, and that what he faid was only out of* 
vanity; the vifcount made him aniwer, that he urged 1, 
his difcretion to the utmoft, that nevertheleis he would 4 
not ihew the letter; but he would read fome parts of it,' 
which would niake it appear few men received the like/ 
Having faid this, he would have taken out the letter,' 
bat could not find it ; he'fearched for it to no purpbie. 
The company rallied' him about it; but he feem-' 
cd fo difturbed, that they forbore to fpeak further of* 
it : he withdrew fooner than the others, and went home 4 
with great impatience, to fee if he had not left the let- 
ter- there. While he was looking for it, one of the**' 
queen's pages came- to tell him, that the- vifcountefs' 
d?Ufez< had thought it nteeifary to give him fpeedy* 

advice, 
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advice, that it was faid at the queen's court, that he 
had dropped a letter of galantry out of his pocket while 
he was playing at tennis; that great part of what 
the letter contained had been related; that the queen- had 
expreffed a great curioiityto fee it, and had fent to Qne, 
of her gentlemen for it; but that he anfwered, he Jiad 
given it to Chatelart. 

The page added many other particulars which 
heightened the vifcount's concern; he went oat that 
minute to go to a gentleman who was an intimate friend 
of Chateiart's ; and though it was a very unfeafonable 
hoqr, made him get out of bed to go and fetch the let- 
ter, without letting him know who it was had fent for 
it, or who had loft it. Ghattlart, who was prepoffefled 
with an opinion that it belonged to the duke de Nemours, 
and that the duke was in love with the queen-dauphin, 
did not doubt but it was he who had fent to redemand 
it; and fo anfwered, with a malicious fort of joy, that he 
had put the letter into the queen-dauphin's hands. The 
gentleman brought this anfwer back to the vifcount de 
Chartres, which encreafed the uneaiinefs he was under 
already, and addted new vexations to it : after having con- 
tinued fome time in an irrefolution what to do, he found 
that the duke de Nemours was the only perfoa whofe 
afliftance could draw him out of this intricate affair. 

Accordingly he went to the duke's houfe, and en- 
teied his room about break of day. What the duke had 
difcovered the day before with refpect to the princefs of 
Cleves had given him fuch agreeable ideas, that he flept 
vexy fweetly ; he was very much furprifed to find him- 
felf waked by the vifcount de Chartres, and aflced him, 
if he came to difturb his reft fo early, to be revenged of 
him for what he had faid laft night at fupper. The vik 
count's looks foon convinced him, that he came upon a 
ferious bufinefs; I am come, faid he, to entruft you 
with the moft important affair of my life; I know vtry 
well, you are not obliged to me for the confidence I 
place in you* bccaufe*I do it at a time when I ftand in 

need 
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need of your affiftance;. but I know likewiie, that I 
mould have loft your efteem, if I had acquainted you 
with. all I am jiow going to tell you, without having 
been forced to it by abfolute neceffity : I have dropped 
the letter I fpoke of laft night; it is of the greateft con- 
sequence to me, that nobody fliould know it is ad- 
drefled to me ; it has been feen by abundance of people, 
who were at the tennis-court yefterday when I dropped 
hi you was there too, and the favour I have to aflc you, 
is, to fay it was you who loft it. — Sure you think, re<- " 
plied the duke de Nemours fmiling, that I have no 
miftrefs, by making fuch a propofal, and that I have no 
quarrels or inconveniences to apprehend by leaving it to 
be believed that I receive fuch letters, — I beg you, faid 
the vifcount, to hear me ferioufly; if you have a 
miftrefs, as I doubt not you have, though I do not know 
who me is, it will be eafy for you to juftify yourfelf ; and 
I will put you into an infallible way of doing it. As 
for you, though you mould fail in juftifying yourfelf, it 
can coft you nothing but a ihort falling out j but for my 
part, this accident affecls me in a very different manner ; 
I mall difhonour a perfon who has pafiionately loved me,, 
and is one of the moft deferving women in the world ; 
on the ether fide, I (hall draw upon myfelf an impla- 
cable hatred that will ruin my fortune, and perhaps pro-* 
ceed fomewhat further. — I do not comprehend what you 
fay, replied the duke de Nemours ; but I begin to fee 
that the reports we have had of your intereft in a great. 
princefs are not wholly without ground.— -They are not, 
replied the vifcount; but I would to God they were : 
you would not fee me in the perplexity I am in ; but I 
muft relate the whole affair to you, to convince you how. 
much I have to fear. 

Ever fince I came to court, the queen has treated me 
with a great deal Of favour and diitindlion, and I had 
grounds to believe that me was very kindly difpofed 
towards me : there was nothing, however, particular in 
ail this, ^nd I never prefumed to entertain any thoughts 

of 
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of her but what were full of refpeftj fo far from it, 
that I was deeply in love" with madam de Themines ; any 
one that fees her may eafily judge, 'tis very pbmtJle for 
one to be greatly in love with her, when one is be- 
loved by her ; and fo I was. About two years ago, the 
cotlrt being at Foritainbleau, I was two or three times 
in converfatioft with the queen, at hours when there 
were very few people in her apartment : It appeared to 
me, • that my turn of wit was 'agreeable to her, and I 
obferved 'fhe always approved what I faid. Oiie day, 
among others, fhe fell into a difcourfe concerning con- 
fidence. I faid there was nobody in whom I entirely 
confided ; that I found people always repented ofhaving 
done fo ; and that I knew a great many things of which 
I had never fpo'ke. The queen told me, fhe efteemed* 
me the more for it ; that fhe had not found in France 
*ny one that could keep a fecret, and that this was what 
had embarrafled hef more than any thing elfe, becaufe 
it had deprived her of the pleafure of having a confi- 
dant ; that nothing was fo necefTary in life as to have 
fomebody one could open one's mind to with fafety, 
especially for people of her rank. Afterwards fhe fre- 
quently refumed the fame difcourfe, and acquainted me 
with very particular circumftances ; at laft, I imagined 
fhe was defirous to learn my fecrets, and to entruft me 
with her own ; this thought engaged me fhiclly to her. 
I was fo pleafed with this diftinction, that I made my 
court to her witfc greater affiduity than ufual. One 
evening the king and the ladies of the court rode out 
tO take the air in the foreft, but the queen being a little 
indifpofed did not go'; I ftaidto wait upon her, and 
file walked down to the pond-fide, aWl difmified her. 
gentlemen-ufhers, that fhe might be more at liberty. * 
After fhe had taken a few turns, fhe came up to me, 
and bid me follow her ; I would fpeak with you, fays fhe, 
and by what I fhall fay, you' will fee I am your friend. 
She flopped here, and looking earneftly at me, You 
are in love; continued fhe j and betaufe, perhaps, you 
5 have 
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have made nobody your confidant, yoiTthink that your 
love is not known ; but it is known, and even* by per- 
fbns who are interefted in it : you are obferved, the 
place where you fee your miftrefs' is difcovered/ arid' 
there is a deiign to furprize you ; I don't know who (he ♦ 
is, nor do I afk you to, tell me ; I would only fecure you 
from the misfortunes into which you may fall. See, I 
befeech you, what afnare the queen laid for me, and 
how difficult it was for me not to fall into it ; me had a * 
mind. to know if I was in love ; and as fhe did not afk 
me who I was in love with, but let me fee her intention ' 
was only to ferve me, I had no fufpicion that fhe fpokc 
either out of curiofity or by deiign* 

Neverthelefs, contrary to all probability, I faw into 
the bottom of the matter ; I was in love with madam • 
de Themines ; but though fhe loved me again, I was • 
not happy enough to have private places to fee her in 
without danger of being discovered there, and fb I was 
fatisfied fhe could not be the perfoh the queen meant ; 
I knew ajfo, that I had an intrigue ,wrth another woman, 
lefs handfome and lefs reserved than madam de The- 
mines, and that, it was not impoffible but the place 
where I faw her might be difcovered ; but as this was 
a bufinefs I little cared for, h was eafy for rae to guard 
againft all forts of danger by' forbearing to* fee her. I 
refolved, therefore, to acknowledge nothing of it to the 
queen, but to aflure her, on the contrary, that I had a ' 
long time laid afide the defike of gaining women's afiec- 
tions, even where I might hope for fuccefs, becaufe I : 
found them all, in fome meaihre, unworthy of engaging 
the heart of an honourable man, and that it muft be 
fome thing very much above, them which could touch 
me. — You. do not anfwer hie ingenuoufly, replied thev 
queen ; lam Satisfied »of the contrary; the free manner 
in which I fpeak to you, ought to oblige you to conceal • 
nothing from me j I would have you r continued {he, be 
of the number of my friends ; «birt 1 would not^ after 
having admitted you into that rank, be ignorant of 
your engagements ; confider, whether you think my 

V© l . 1 1 . E friendship 
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/rieudflup will be too dear at the price of making me 
your coafidftrfte ; I give you two -days to think 6n it; 
$4it;then, coiriider well of the aafwer you (hall make 
jne ; arid remember, that if ever J6nd hereafter yon have 
.deceived me, I {hall never -forgive you as long as I live. 

Having faid this, the queen left me withoat waiting 
for mpanCwer. You may imagine how full my thoughts 
Were of what (he had {aid «ome.; the two days Jhe had 
given me to confider of it I did not think too long a 
time to come<*o a-refolution ; I 'found (he had a unhid 
<to know if I was in love, and that iher deuce was il 
Jhould not be fo; I fore&w the coaiequencesof what-I 
was going to do ; my vanity was flattered with dm 
-thought of having a particular intereft with the queen* 
and a queen .whole perfon is (till extremely amiable ; 
on the other hand, i-was in love with madamide The- 
.mines.; and though I had committed a pettytzeaian 
againft her by my engagement with the -other, woman. 1 * 
told you of, I could not find in ;my heart to break with 
her; .1 forefaw alfb the danger j&ihould expofe myfelf 
to, if I deceived the queen, and'how hard it wqbH fee 
to do it : nevertheless I could not seiiblve to refufe what 
fortune offered me, and was willing to run the hasaard 
of any thing my ill-condu£k might draw upon me.; II 
Irfbke with her with whom! kept a correspondence that 
'might be'difcovered 1 , and was in (hopes of concealing 
(that I had with madam de ThemineSk 

At the two days end, as . I entered the room where 
the queen was with all the ladies about her, (he faid 
aloud to me, and with a- grave air that was farprifiag 
enough, Have you thought of the bufmefs J charged 
you with, and do you know the truth of it ? — Yes, 
madam, anfwered I, and it is asi told your majefty. 
— Come in the evening, when 4 am writing, replied 
&e, and you (hall have further 6ide#s*-~d made a re- 
fpeftfui .bow Y.itaoutahfwariiig any thing* and did nee 
fail to attend at the hour (he nad appointed me. X 
. fouad Jier in the gallery, with her Jfccretary and one of 
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her women. As foqn as $e few me fte came Co me, 
and $ook me to the other end of the gallery ; Well* 
fays She, after .having confidered thoroughly of this 
matter, ; haue yon nothing tofay to me? and as to my man- 
ner of treating yo,u, does not it deferve that you ihould 
deal fincerely w,ith me? — »k is, madam, anfwered I, 
tjecaufe I deal fincerely, thai I *have nothing more to 
£y; andlfwearto your raajeiiy, with all the refpe&I 
ewe, you, that 1 have no engagement with any woman 
•f the court—- J will;believe it, replied the queen, be* 
caufe I wifhit; and I wifh it, becaufe Idefire to have 
yp,u. entirely mine, and becaufe it would be impotitbie 
for me to be jjttitfied with your friendship, if you were 
in love ; one cannot confide in thofe who are ; one can- 
not be fecure of their fecrecy ; they are too much di- 
vided, and their miftreues have always the firft place in 
their thoughts, which does not fait at all with the 
manner in which I would have you live with me: 
remember then, it is upon yoor giving me your word 
that you have no engagement, that I chufe you for my 
cqnfidaijt ; remember, I infill on having you entirely 
to myfelf, and that you fliall have no friend of either 
(ex but fuch as I fliall approve, and that you abandon 
every case but that«of pleafmg me ; I'll not defire you 
to negle&any opportunity for advancing your fortune ; 
I'll conduft your interefts with more application than 
y*>u can yourfeJf ; and whatever I do for you, I mall 
think myfelf more than recompenfed, if you anfwer my 
expectations ; I make choice of you, to open my heart's 
griefs to you, and. to have your afliftance in foftening 
them ; you may imagine they are not fmaH : I hear, in 
appearance without much concern, the king's engage- 
ment with the ducheft of Valentinois, but it is infup- 
portable to me ; (he governs the king, (he impofes upon 
him; fre flights me* all my people are at her beck. 
f he queen* my daughter-in-law, proud of her beauty, 
and the ^authority of her uncles, pays me no refpeft; 
The conftable Montmorency is mailer of the king, and 
•E j^ kingdom ; 
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Jdngdom ; he hates me, and has given proofs of his 
-hatred, which I fhall never forget. The marefchal de 
<St. Andre is a bold young favourite, \vho ufes me no, 
•better than the others... The detail of my misfortunes 
would move your pity ; hitherto i have not dared to 
confide in any body ; I confide in you ; take care that I 
never repent it, and be my only eonfolation. The 
queen blufhed when £he had ended this difcourfe, and 
J was fo truly touched with the gooctnefe me had ex- 
preffed to me, that I was going to throw myfelf at her 
feet : from that day fhe has place"H an entire confidence" 
in me 5 fhe has done nothing without advifing with me; 
&nd the intimacy and -union between us ftill fubfiH. 



P ART III, 

IN the mean time, however bufy and full I was of 
my new engagement with the queen, I ftill kept 
fair with jnadam de Themines, by a natural inclina- 
tion which it was not in my power to* conquer; T 
thought (he cooled in her love tome ; and whereas, had 
J been prudent, I mould have made ufe of the change 
I obferved in her for my cure, my love redoubled, upon 
it, and I managed fb ill, that the queen got fome know- 
ledge of this intrigue. Jealoufy is natural to perfons 
0/ her nation, and perhaps fhe had a greater affection 
for me then fhe even imagined herfelf ; at leaft, the re- 
port of my being in love gave her fo much uneafniefs, 
that I thought myfelf entirely ruined with her; how- 
ever, I came into favour again by virtue of fubmiffions, 
falfe oaths, and affiduity ; but I fhould not have been 
able to have deceived her long, had not madam de 
Themines's change difengaged me from her againft my 
will. She convinced me, fhe no longer loved me ; and I 

• sva* 
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was fo thoroughly fatisfied of it, that I was obliged to> 
give. her no further uneafmefs, but to let her be quiet* 
Some time after (he wrote me this letter which I have 
ljbft ; 1 learned from it, me had heard of ths corre- 
spondence I had with the other woman I told you of, and 
that that was. the. reafon of her change. As I had then 
nothing farther left to divide me, the queen was well 
enough fatisfied with me ; but the fcntknents I have for 
her not being of a nature to rende* me incapable of 
other engagements, and love not being a thing that de- 
pends on our will, I fell in love with madam de Mar- 
Sigues, . of whom I was formerly a great admirer while 
me was with VUlemorrtais, maid of honour to the qaeen- 
daaphiru I have reafon to, believe me does not hate me ; 
the difcretion I obferve* towards her, and which fhc does 
not wholly know the reafoas o£ is very agreeable to> 
her; the queen has not the leaftfufpkibnon her ac-> 
count } but flie has another jealoufy which is not left 
troublefomc : as madam de Martigues is conftanly with 
the queen- dauphin, I go there much oftener than ufual j 
the queen imagines that k is-this princefs 1 am in love 
with } the queen-dauphin?s rank, which istqual to her 
own, . and the fuperiority of her* youth and beauty, create 
a jealoufy that rifes even to fury,, and fills her with a 
hatred againft her daughter-in-law that cannot- be con- 
cealed. The cardinal of Loraine, who, I believe, h^s 
been long afpiring to the queen's favour* and would be 
glad to Ell the place I poffefs, is, under pretence of re- 
conciling the two queens, beco^ne mafter of the dif- 
ferences between them ; I doubt not bathe has difcover- 
ed the. true caufe of the queen's anger, and I believe he 
does me all manner of ill offices, without letting her fee" 
that he defigns it. This is the condition my affairs are 
lit at prefent ; judge what effect may be produced by the 
latter which I have loft, and which* I unfortunately put 
in my pocket, with defign to reilore it to madam de. 
Themines : if the queen fees this letteis ihe will know 
lihave deceived her j and that ajmoft at the very fame 
E 3. time 
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time .that I deceived her foi madam de Themines, I 
deceived madam de Themines for another; judge what 
an idea this will give her of me, and whether ihe will 
ever truft me again. 1 if ihe does not fee the letter, 
what (hall 1 fay to her ? She knows it has been given to 
the queen-dauphin ; (he will think Chatelart knew that 
queen's hand, and that the letter is from her ; (he will 
fancy the perfon of whom the letter exprefles a jealoufy,. 
is perhaps herfelf ; in fhort, there is nothing which (he 
may not think, and there is nothing which I ought 
not to fear from her thoughts : add to this, that f am 
defperately in love with madam deMartigoes, and that 
the queen-dauphin will certainly ftiew her this letter, 
which ihe will conclude to have been lately writ. . Thus 
fhall I be equally embroiled, both with the perfon I lov« 
moil, and with the perfon I have moft caufe to fear. 
Judge, after this, if I have not reafon to conjure you 
to fay the letter is yours, and to beg of you to get it 
out of the qaeen-dauphin's hands. 

I am very we,ll fatisfied, anfwered the duke de Ne- 
mours, that one cannot be in a greater embarraffment 
than that you arc in, and it mufl: be confeft you deferve 
it. I have been accuicd of being inconftant in my 
amours, and of having had feveral intrigues at the fame 
time ; but you- out-go me fo far, that I ihould not fa 
much, as have dared to imagine what you have under- 
taken ; could you pretend to keep madam de Themines, 
and be at the fame time engaged with the queen ? Did 
you hope to have an engagement with the qeeen, and be 
able to deceive her ? She is both an Italian and a queen, 
and by confequence full of jealoufy, fufpicion, and 
pride. As foon as your good fortune, rather than your 
good conduit, had fet you at liberty from an engage- 
ment you were entangled in, you involved yourfelf in 
new ones ; and you fancied, that in the midft ef the 
court you could be in love with madam de Martigues 
without the quwn's perceiving it. You could not have 
been too careful to tajfc from her the frame of having 

made 
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•made the firft advances; (he has a violttit paiBon for 
you ; you have more discretion than to tell it ma, and 
I than to afk you to tell it ; it is certain fhe is jealous of 
yon, and has truth on hep fide. — And does it belong to 
you, interrupted die vifcount, to load me* with repri- 
mands, and ought not your own experience to make 
fou indulgent to my faults ? However, I grant I am to 
blame ; but think, I conjure you, how to draw me 
«ut of this difficulty ;1 think you muft go tO'the quten- 
.dauphin as foon as fhe is awake, and a(k her for the 
fetter, as if you had loft it. — I have told you already, 
stfplied the duke de Nemours, that what you propofe 
is fbmewhat extraordinary, and that there are difficulties 
in it which may affect my own particular intereft ; but 
betides, if this letter has been feen to drop out of your 
pocket, f mould think it would be hard to peffuade 
people that it dropt out of mine. — 1 thought I had told 
you, replied the vifcount, that the queen-dauphin had 
been informed that you dropped it. — How, faid the duke 
de Nemours haftily, apprehending the ill confequence 
this miftake might be of to him with madam de Cleves, 
•>bas the queen-dauphin been told I dropped the letter ? 
.—-Yes, replied the vifcount, me has been told fo ; and 
what occafioned the miftake was, that there were feyeral 
gentlemen of the two queens in a room belonging to 
the tennis-court, where our cloaths were put up, when 
-your -fer van ts and mine went together to fetch them ; 
then h was the letter fell out of the pocket ; thofe 
igemtemen took it up, and read it aloud ; feme believed 
k belonged to you, a»d others to me; Chatetart, who 
took it, and to whom I have juft fent for it, fays, he 
gave it to the queen-dauphin as a letter of yours ; and 
thofe who have fpoken of' it to the queen, have un- 
fortunately told her it was mine ; fo that you may 
:ta£ly do what I delire of you, and free me from this 
perplexity. 

The duke de Nemours had always had a great friend- 

ihip for die vifcount de Chart«% and the relation he 

E 4 bore 
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bore to madam de Cleves ftill made him more dear to 
him ; neverthelefs, he could not prevail with himfelf 
to run the rifle of her having heard of this letter, as of 

* a thing in which he was concerned ; he fell into a deep 
.mufmg, and the vifcount guefTed pretty near what was 

the fubjeft of his meditations. I plainly fee, faid he, 
v that you are afraid of embroiling yourfelf with your 

• raiftrefsj, and I fhould almoft fancy the queen-dauphin 
.was (he, if the little jealoufy you feem to have of mon- 

fieur d'Anville did not take me off from that thought j 
but be that as it will, it is not reafon able you fhould 
facrifice your repofe to mine ; and I will put you in a - 
way of convincing her you love, that this letter is 
directed to me, and not* to you : here is a billet from 
madam d'Amboife, who is a friend of madam de The- 
mincs, and was her confidante in the amour between 
her and me ; in this (he defifes me to fend her madam 
de Thcmines's letter, which I have loft ; my name is 
on the fuperfcription, and the contents of the billet 
prove, without quefcion, that the letter fhe defires is 
the fame with that which has been found ; I will leave 
this billet in your hands, and agree that you may fhew 
it to your miftrefs in your j unification ; I conjure you 
not to lofe a moment, but to go this morning to the 
queen-dauphin. 

The duke de Nemours promifed the vifcount he 
.would, and took madam d' A mboife's billet ; neverthe- 
lefs, his de%n;was not to fee the queen-dauphin; he 
.thought more prefiing bufinefs required his care; he 
made no queftion, but fhe had already fpoke of the 
letter to madam de Gleves, and could not bear that a 
v perfon he loved fp defperately, fhould have ground to 
believe he had engagements with any other. 

He- went to the princefs of Cleves as foon as he 
t thought, fhe might be awake; and Ordered her to be 
told, that, if he had not bufinefs of the laft confequence, 
he would not have defired the honour to fee her at fo 
# xtraordinary an. hoijf . Madam de Cleves was in bed, 
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and her mind was toft to and fro by a thoufand melan- - 
choly thoughts that fhe had had during the night ; fhe was 
extremely furprifed to hear the duke de Nemours afked * 
for her ; the anxiety fhe was in made her prefently an- 
fwer, that fhe was ill, and could not fpeak with him. 
. /The duke was not at all fhocked at this refufal ; he ' 
thought it prefaged him no ill, that fhe exprefTed a - 
little coldnefs at a time when fhe might be touched with '"• 
jealoufy. He went to the prince of Cleves's apart- 
ment, and told him he came from that of his lady, 
and that he was very forry he could not fee her, becaufe ". 
he had an affair to communicate to her of great con- 
fluence, to- the vifcount de Chartres j he explained in : 
few words to the prince the importance of this bufinefs, -> 
and the prince immediately introduced him into his ' 
lady's chamber. Had fhe hot been in the dark, fhe" 
would, have found it hard to have concealed the trouble 
and aftonifhment fhe was in to fee the duke de Nemours 
introduced by her hufband. Monfieur de Cleves told 
lier the bufinefs was about a letter, wherein her affiftance v 
Was wanting for the in tere ft of the vifcount; that fhe 
was to confult with monfieur de Nemours what was to 
be done ; and that as for him, he was going to the king, 
who had juft fei\t for 5 him. 

♦ The duke de Nemours had his heart's defire, in bet- 
ing alone with madam de Cleves. I am come to alk* 
you, madam, feid he, if the queen-dauphin has not 
i|>oke to you of a letter 'whicli Chatelart gave her yefter- 
day.?- -She faid fomething to me of- if, replied madanv 
dtt.Cloy.es'; but I do not fee what relation this letter has. 
tb'the inferefts of my uncle, and I can afTure you that 
lie is. not name.d in it. — It is true,' majdamj; replied the- 
diike de Nemours, he is nctf named in it ; but yet it ie 
addrefTed to hftn, and it very much imports him that 
)fou mould get.it out of the queen-dauphin's hand?: 
« — L cannot comprehend,' replied the princefs* how it. 
ihould be of any confequence to him if this letter 
.ifcould be feen>.nojr what reafqn there-is -to're-demaiid it 
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in his name. — If you pleafe to be at leifure to hear 
me, madam, faid monueur de Nemours, I will prefently 
make you acquainted with the true date of the thing ; 
and inform you of matters of fo great importance to 
the vifcount, that I would not even have trailed the 
prince of Cleves with them, had I not flood in need of 
his affiftance to have the honour to fee you.— I believe, 
faid madam de Cleves in a very unconcerned manner, 
that any thing you may give yourfelf the trouble of 
telling me, will be to little purpofe ; you had better go 
to the queen-dauphin, and plainly tell her, without 
ufing thefe round-about ways, the intereft you have in 
that letter, iince (he has been told, as well as I, that it 
belongs to you. 

The uneafinefs of mind which menfieur de Nemours 
cbferved in madam de Cleves gave him the moft fenft- 
ble pleafure he ever knew, and leffened his impatience 
tojuftify himfelf : I do not know, madam, replied he," 
what the queen-dauphin may have been told ; but I am 
not at all concerned in that letter ; it is addrefled to the - 
vifcount. — I believe fo, replied madam de Cleves ; but 
the queen-dauphin has heard to the contrary, an<f (he 
would not think it very probable th'styt the vifcou&f s 
letter fhoukl fall out of your pocket ; you muft there- 
fore have fpme reafon, that I do not know of, for con- 
cealing the truth of this matter from the queen- 
dauphin ; I advife you to confe£ it to her. — I have 
nothing tp confefs to her; fays he, the letter is not 
directed to me; and if there be any one that I would 
have fatisfied of it, it is* not the queen-dauphin ; but, 
madam, fir*ee the vifcount' s intereft is nearly concerned 
in this, be pleafed to let me acquaint you with feme 
matters that are worthy of your curiofity. Madam de 
Cleves by her filence (hewed her readinefs to hear him, 
and he as fuccin&ly as poffible related to her all heltad 
"Juft heard from the vifcount. Though the circumftences- 
were naturally furprifing, and proper to create atten- 
tion, yet madam de Cleves beajd them with &sk coid%if 

nefsjjp* 
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rttis, that (he fetmed either not- to believe them, true* 
or to think them indifferent to her. She continued in 
this temper until the duke de Nemours fpoke of madam 
d' Amhoife's billet, Whkh was directed to the vifcount; 
and was a proof of all he had been faying ; as madam 
de CI eves knew that this lady was a friend of madam « 
de Themines, (he found fome probability in what the 
duke de Nemours had faid, which made her think 4. 
that the letter perhaps was not addrefied to him ; this 
thought fuddenly, and in (pite of herfelf, drew her out 
Of the coldnefs and indifferency (he had until then* 
Been in* The duke having read the billet, which fully 
jufti&ed Mm, prefented it to her to read, and told her. 
me might poffibly knew the hand. She could not for- 
bear taking it, and examining the fuperfcription, to fee 
if it was addrefied to the vifcount de Chartres ; and, 
reading it all over, that (he might the better judge, if 
the letter which was re-demanded was the fame with 
that (he had in her hand. The duke de Nemours added 
whatever, he thought proper to.perfuade her of it 5 and 
as one is ea(ily perfuaded of the truth of what one 
wimes, he (bon convinced madam de Cleves that he 
had no concern in the letter. 

She began now to reafon with him concerning the" 
embarrafiment and danger the vifcount was in, to- 
blame his ill conduct, and: to think of means to help 
' him. She was aftonifhed at the queen's proceedings^ 
and confeffed to the duke tha* (he had the letter ; in 
feort, (he no fooner believed him innocent, but (he 
difcourfed with him with greater eafe and freedom conJ 
earning what (he would fcarce before vouchfafe to hear* 
They agreed that ihe letter mould not be reftored to thd 
queen-dauphin, for fear (he fhould (hew it to madant 
de Martigues, who knew madam de Themines'fr hand^ 
and would eafily guefs, by the intereft me had in the 
vifcount, that it was addrefled to him : they agreed 
alfo, that they ought- not to entrufl.the- queen-dauphin 
wifch all that concerned the queen her mother-in-law. 
£ 6 Madam 
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Madam de Cleves, under pretence of ferving her un- 
cle, was pleafed to be the duke de Nemours • 8 confidante 
in the fecrets he had imparted to her. * 

The duke would not have confined his difcourie to 
the vifcount's concerns ; but from the liberty he had of 
free converfation with her, would have aflumed a bold- 
fiefs he had never yet done, had not a mefiage been 
1 rought in to madam de Cleves, that the queen-dauphin 
had fent for her. The duke was forced to withdraw j 
he went to the vifcount to inform him, that after he 
had left him, he thought it proper to apply to madam 
de Cleves, his niece, than to go dire&ly to the queen- 
dauphin ; he did not want reafons to make him approve , 
what he had done, and. to give him hopes of good 
fuccefs. 

, In the mean time madam de Cleves drefled herfelf 

in all hafte to go to the queen-dauphin j fhe was no 

fooner entered her chamber, but (he called her to her, 

and whifpered her, I have been waiting for you thefe 

two hours, and was never'fi) perplexed about difguifing 

a truth as, I have been this morning : the queen has 

heard of. the letter I gave yon yefterday, and believes it 

was the vifcount de Chartres that dropped it; you 

know fhe has fome intereil to be fatisfied in it; (he 

£as been in fearch for the letter, and has caufed Chate- 

jart tp be alked for it ; who faid he had given it to jne ; 

,. they Jiave been to afk me for it, under pretence it was 

, an ingenious letter which the queen had a curiofity to 

fee. I durft not fay that you had it, for fear fhe mould 

thipk I had given it you on your uncle the vifcount's 

account, and that there was a correfpondence between 

, him ancl me. I was already fatisfied, that his feeing 

. me fo often gave her uneaiinefs ; fo that I faid the letter 

. .was .£n the cjoaths I hacl on yeiterday, and that thofe 

Who had them in keeping were gone abroad : Give me- 

the letter immediately; added fhe, that I may fend it 

her, and that I may read it before I fend is* to fee if 

I know the hand. 

Madam 
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i Madam de Cleves was harder put to it than fhe 
expected ; I de not know, madam, what you will do, 
arifwered fhe ; for monfieur de Cleves, to whom I gave 
it to read, returned it to the duke of Nemours, who 
came early this morning to beg him to get* it of you. 
Moniieur de Cleves had the imprudence to tell him he 
had it, and the weakn efs to*yield to the entreaties the 
duke de Nemours made, that he would reftore it him. 
— You throw me into the greateit embarraflment I 
can poffibly be in, replied the queen-dauphin ; and 
you have given this letter to the duke de Nemours. 
Since it was I that gave it you, you ought not to have 
reftored it without my leave ; what would you have me 
fay to the queen, and what can fhe imagine ? She will 
think, and not without reafon, that this letter concerns 
myfelf, and .that there is fomething between the vif- 
count and me ; fhe will never be perfuaded the letter 
belonged to the duke de Nemours. — I am very much 
concerned, replied madam de Cleves, for the misfor- 
tune I have occafioned, and I believe the difficulty I 
have brought you into is very great ; but it w,as mon- 
fieur de devests fault, and not mine. — You are in 
fault, replied the queen-dauphin, for having given 
him the letter ; and I believe you are the only -woman 
in the world that acquaints her hufband with all flic 
knows.*;- -I acknowledge myfelf in fault, madam, re- 
plied the princefs of Cleves $ but let us rather think of 
preventing the confequences of what I have done, than 
infift on the fault itfelf. — Do- you remember, pretty 
pear, what the letter contains ? fays the quean-dauphin. 
— Yes, madam, I do, replied fhe, -for I have read it over 
wore than once. — If (o, faid the queen-dauphin, you 
mail immediately get it written out in an unknown 
hand, and I will fend it to the queen ;- fhe will not 
(hew it thpfe who have feen it already; and though fhe 
(hould, I will Hand in it, that it is the fame Chatelart 
gave me -, and he will not dare to fay other wife. 

' Madam 
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Madam de Cleves approved of this expedient ; and 
the more, becanfe it gave her an opportunity of fending 
for the duke de Nemours, to have the letter itfetf* 
again, in order to have it copied word for word, imita- 
ting as near as may be the hand it was written in ; and 
fhe thought this would effectually deceive the queen . As: 
loon as fhe was got home, {he informed her husband 
of what had palled between her and the queen- dauphin, 
and begged him to fend for the dmkede Nemours The 
duke was fent for, and came immediately ; madam de- 
Cieve« told him ail fhe had told her hnfeand, and aflted 
for the letter ; but the duke anfwered, that he had al- 
ready returned it to the vifcount de Chartres ; who was 
so overjoyed upon having it again, and being freed from 
the danger he was in, that he fent it immediately 
to madam de Theimnes's friend. Madam de Cleves 
was in a new embarrafTment on this occafion : in fhort, 
after having confulted together, they referred to form 
tSfc letter by memory; and, in order to go about it^ 
they locked themfelves up, and left orders that nobody 
fbottld be admitted, and that all the duke de Nerao&t's 
attendants (hould be fent away. Such an appearance 
of fecret confidence was no fmafl charm to monfienr de 
NemoUrs, and even to madam de Cleves;; her hnfband's 
preferite, and the interefts of her uncle the vifcount de 
Chat tares, We*e confederations which in great meafare 
removed her fcrvples, and made this opportunity of 
feeing and being with the dttke de Nemours fo agreeable 
10 her, that fhe never before experienced a joy fopnre 
and tree from allay ; this threw her into a freedom .and 
gaiety of fpirit, which the duke had never obferved in 
her till now, and which made him ftitt morepaf&enately 
in love with her : As he had never known fuch agree* 
afte moments, his vivacity was much heightened ; and 
Whenever madam de Cleves wasbeginning to recoiled 
And write- the letter, inftead of affifting her ferioufty, 
did nothing but interrupt her with wk and pksfantry,. 
Mada» <fe Cleves was as gay as he) fo that they had 

been 
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been locked ap a confiderable time, and two mefrages 
had come from the queen-dauphin to haften madam de 
Cleves, before they had half fraifhed the letter. 

The duke de Nemours was glad to prolong the time 
that was fo agreeable to him, and neglected the con* 
cerns of his friend ; madam de Cleves was not at all 
tired, and negle&ed alfo the concerns of her uncle : 
at laft, with much ado, about four o'clock the letter 
was finished, and was fo ill done, and the copy fo un- 
like the original, as to the hand-writing, that the 
queen »uft have taken very little care to come at the 
troth of the matter, if fhe had been impofed on by fo 
ill a counterfeit. Accordingly fhe was not deceived ; 
and however induftrioas they were to perfuade her 
that this letter was addrefled to the duke de Nemours, 
(he remained fatisfied not only that it was addrefled to 
the vifcount de Chartres, but that the queen-dauphm 
was concerned in it, and that there was a correfpoadence 
between them ; this heightened her hatred againft that 
princefs to foch a degrce 9 that fhe never forgave her, 
and never ceafed perfecating her tiH me had driven her 
oat of France. < 

As for the vifcount dt Chartres, his credit was en- 
tirely ruined with her ; and whether the cardinal of 
Lorain had already insinuated himfelf fo far Into her 
efteem as to' govern her ; or whether the accident of 
this letter, which made k appear that the vifcount had 
deceived her, enabled her todifcover the other tricks 
•he had played her, 'tis certain he could never after en- 
tirely reconcile himfelf to her ; their corr6fpondence 
was broke off, and at length fhe ruined him by means 
of the coofpiracy of Ambotfe, in which he was in- 
volved. 

After the letter was feat to the queen-dauphin, mOn- 
fieur de Cleves and monfienr de Nemours went away ; 
madam de Cleves continued alone, and being no longer 
fupported by the joy which the prefence of what one 
loves gives -one, foe fcemed like one newly- waked from 

a dream ; 
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a dream; (he beheld, with ailoniihment, the difference 
between the condition the was in the>night before, and 
that ihe was in at this time: ihe called to mind, how.; 
cold and fullcn.ihe was to the duke de Nemours while 
ihe thought madam de Themines's letter was addreiTed 
to him, and how calm and fweet a Situation of mind 
fucceeded that uneafinefs, as foon as ihe was fatished he 
was not concerned in that letter ; when ihe reflected, 
that ihe reproached herfelf as guilty for having giveh 
him the foregoing day only fome marks of fenflbility, 
which mere companion might have proceed, and that 
by her peevilh humour this morning ihe had expreffed 
flich a jealoufy as was a certain proof of paffion, ihe 
thought ijie was not herfelf; when ihe reflected further, 
tjiat the duke de Nemours faw plainly, that ihe knew 
he was in love with her, and that, notwithstanding her • 
knowing it, ihe did not ufe him the worfe for it, even 
in her huiband's prefence ; but that, on the contrary, 
fte had never behaved fo favourably to him ; when ihe 
cpnficfered, ihe was the caufe of monficur de Cleves's 
fending for him, and that ihe had juft paiTed an after^ 
noon in#private with him ; when ihe coniidered all this, 
ihe found, there was fomething within her that held in- 
telligence with the duke de Nemours, and that ihe de- 
ceived a Jiufband who teaft deferved it; and ihe was 
afliamed to appear fo . little worthy of efteem, even in 
the eyes of her lover ; but what ihe was able to fupport 
Jefs tha'n all the reft was, the remembrance- of the coiw 
dition- in which ihe fpent the laft night, and the griefs 
ihe felt from a fufpicion that the duke de Nemours was 
in love with another, and that ihe was deceived by him. 
. , Never till then was ihe acquainted with the dreadful 
inquietudes that flow from jealoufy and diftfuftjlhe had 
applied all her cares to prevenjt herfelf from falling in 
love with the duke de Nemours,, and had not before had. 
any fear of his being in love wkh another. Though the 
futpicion j which .this letter had given her were effaced, 
yet they leftier fenfible of thp hazard there was of being . 
* ; deceived, 
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'deceived, and gave her impreffioris of diftruft and jea- 
loufy which fhe had. never felt till that time ; fhe was 
furprifed, that fhe had never yet relieved, how impro- 
bable it was, that a man of the duke de Nemoufs's turn, 
who had (hewed fo much inconjtancy towards women, 
(hould be capable of a lafting and fincere paffion ; (he 
thought it next to impoffible for her to be convinced of 
the truth of his love : -But though I could be convinced 
of it, fays (he, (hall I permit it? Shall I make a re- 
turn? Shall I engage in galantry, be falfe to motf- 
fieur de Cleves, and be falfe to myfelf ? 'In a word, 
(hall I go to expofe myfelf to the cruel remorfes and 
deadly griefs that rife from love ? I am fubdued and 
vanquifhed by a paffion, which hurries me away in 
fpite of myfelf; all my refolutions are vain ; I had 
the fame thoughts yefterday that I have to-day, and I 
aft to-day contrary to what I refolved yefterday ; I muft 
convey myfelf out of the fight of the duke de Nemours ; 
I muft go into the country, however fantaftical my jour- 
ney appear; and if monfieur de Cleves is obftinately 
beat to hinder me, or to know my reafons for it, per- 
haps I (hall do him and myfelf the injury to acquaint 
him with them. . She continued in this refolution, and 
•fpent the whole evening at home, without going to the 
queen-dauphin to enquire what had happened with re* 
fpeft to the counterfeited letter. ' 

• When the prince of Cleves returned home, (he told 
him (he was refolved to go into the country ; that (he 
was not very well, and had occafion to take the air. 
Monfieur de Cleves, to whom (he appeared fo beautiful 
that he could not think her indifpofition very confi- 
-dcrable, at (irft made a jeft of her defign, and anfwered, 
that (he had forgot that the nuptials of the princeffes 
and the tournament were very near, and that (he had 
not .too much time to prepare matters fo as to appear 
there as magnificently as x>ther ladies. What her huf- 
band faid did not make her change her refolution ; and 
Ac begged he would agree, that while he was at Com*. 

piegne 
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jiegne wkh> the king, fee might go to' Ooldmiers>'a 
jpettf houie then building, within a day's journey of 
JParis. Montour de Cleves eonfented to k ; (he went 
fhicher with* a deign .of net returning fo foon, and the 
.king fet one for Coinf kgne, where he way to ftay but 
-atfewdaytv 

The duke deNenunus was mightU^ concerned he bad 
.not fee* madam de Clever fiace that afternoon, which 
he had fpent fo agreeably with, her, and which. had enw 
oceaied hi* hopes ^he was fo impatient to fee her again, 
that he could sot reft ; fo that when the king returned 
to Pari*, the duke refclved to go to fee his After tfcfr 
'ducheft de Mercosur, who was at axountry-feat of nert^ 
.very neap Colemicrs ; he afked the vifcount to gd with 
,hkn, who readily confented to it. . The duke de Ne- 
jnouts did this in hopes of vtfiting Madam de Cfeves, in 
•company of the vifcount. 

Madam -de Mescceur received them with a great deal 
of joy, and thought of nothing bat giving them all the 
pleafures and diveriions of the country. One day, ar 
they were hunting a ftag, the duke de Nemours loft 
himfelf in the foreft, and upon enquiring his way was 
told he was near Gelomiers; at that, word, without 
•farther reflection, or fo much as knowing what defign 
he was upon, he galloped on full fpeed the way that had 
been fliewed him ; as he rode along he came by chance 
to the made-ways- and walks, which he judged kd to 
the cattle : at the end of thefe he found an arbour, 
behind which was a pavilion with two clefets, the 
one opening into a flower-garden, and the other 
looking into a fpacious- walk in the park. He 
entered the pavilion, and would have flopped to efr- • 
forve the beauty of it* if he had not fcen in the walk 
the prince and princeft of Clcves, attended wish a to- 
merous train of their domeftics. As he did not exped 
to meet monfieur de Cleves there, whom he had left witll 
the king, he thought at firlV of hiding hfmfctf ; he en- 
tered the da&t which looked into the Jftewer-gaafen, 

-with 
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whh deign to go out that way by a door whidr opened 
tr> the fo&ft $ but obferving madam de Cleves and he* 
hu/band were &t down in the arbour, and that 
their attendants ftatd in the park, and could not come 
to kirn- wkbout palffing by the place where moafieur and 
Jfeadafti de Cleves were, he could not deny hinvfelf the 
pleafure of feeing this priiwefe, -nor refif! the cefio&ty 
he had to hear her con verfation with a hafband* who 
gave him more jeajoufy than any df his rivals. He heard 
foon&eur de Cleves iay to his wife, But why wiU you 
aot return to Paris ? WJiat can keep yon here in the 
country? You have of late taken a fancy for fblitude, 
at which I am both Aiiprifed and concerned, beeauie if 
deprives me of your company: I find, too, you are more 
Melancholy than ufual, and. I am afraid you have fom* 
caufe of. grief, — I have nothing to trouble my mind, 
ahfwered (he with an air of confufioa ; but there i* 
fuch a buftle at'eourt, and fuch a multitude of people 
always at your houfe, that it is inipoffible but both body 
and mind fhould be fatigued, and oiie cannot but defire 
Kpofe. — Repofe, anfwered he, is not very proper for 
one of your age; you are at home, and at court, in 
&ch a manner as cannot occaiion wearinefs, and I am 
rather, afraid you defire to live apart from me. — You 
would do me great wrong to think fo, replied (he with 
vet more confufion, but I beg you to leave me here; if 
you could ftay here, and without company, I mould be 
very glad of it ; nothing would be more agreeable to me 
than your con verfation in -this retirement, provided you 
would- approve not to have about you that infinite num- 
ber of people, who in a manner never leave you. — Ah ! 
Jnadam, cries monfieur de Cleves, both your looks and 
woitU convince me, that you have reafons to defire to* 
k alone which I do not know; I conjure you to tell 
tnem «me. He urged her a great while to inform him> 
without being able to.bring her to it ; and after fhe had 
leafed herfelf in a manner which ftfli encreafed her 
Mbaad's curiofity, (he controlled in a4eep ftlence, with 
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her eyes caft dowri ; , th*n, taking up the difcourfe dn* » 
fodden, and looking, upon him, Force me not,, faid me,~ 
to confefa a.thing to you which Lhavenot.the pj&wer to 
own, though I have often designed it; remember only*, 
that it is not prudent a- woman- of my. years, and 
raiflrefs of her own conduct, fhpuld remain expofed in 
the midftof a court.,— What is it,. madam* cried mon- 
fiew de Cleves, that you lead me to imagine?- I dare 
not fy&kit, for. fear of offending, .you ► . Madam de 
Cleves making.no anfwer, her fiience confirmed her 
hufband ia what iie thought ; You fay nothing- to me, 
fays he, and<that tells, me clearly, that J^am not mif- 
taken. — Alas!, fir, . anfwered me, falling on her knees* 
I am going 10 make a confeflion to you, fuch a& no wo- 
man ever yet made. to .her . hufband ; but ihe innocence 
pf my intentions, and of my conduct, gives mepowep to. 
doit; it is true, I ha*e reafonste atofenfcmyfelf from 
the court,, and I would avoid the> dangers* perfons of my 
age are fometimes liable to; L have never fliewn any> 
mark of weaknefs, and I cannotapprehend I ever fhall, 
if you will permit me to retire from court, fines now I 
have not madam de.Chartres to affift me.in my cenducl; 
however dangerous a flep I am taking*, I take, it with . 
pleafure, to prefcrve myfelf worthy cfyoiu.I aft. you a* 
thoufand pardons, if I have fentiments which dii'pleale* 
you, at lea#, I will never do fo by my actions; confider,. 
that to do . what I do, requires more friendlhip and- 
efteem for a huiband than ever wife had; direct my,* 
conduct, have j^ity on me, and, if you can, ftill love me— 
Monfieur de Cieves, ail the while (he fpoke* conti*- 
nued leaning his head on his hand, almoft befide him- 
fislf, and never thought of railing her up. When {he 
had done {peaking, and he call Jits eyes upon her, and 
faw her on her knees with her face drowned in tears # in- 
imitably beautiful, he -was ready tq die for grief, and 
taking her up in his arms. Have you pity. on. me, ma- 
dam, fays he, for I deferv© it, and pardon mc, if in 
the firft moments of an afiu&ion fo violent ^.mine, I do. 

not 
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not anfwer as I ought to To generous a proceeding as 
yours ; I think you more worthy of eiteem and admira- 
tion than any woman that ever was, but . I find myfelf 
alfo the moft unfortunate of men: you infpired me 
witfc paffion the firft moment I faw you, and that paf- 
fion.has never decayed ; not your coldnefs, nor even en- 
joyment itfelf, has been able to extinguish it ; it ftill 
continues in its firfl force ; and yet it has not been in my 
power to kindle in your breaft any fpark of love for m©, 
and now I find you fear you have an inclination for ano- 
ther ; and who is he, madam, this happy man that gives 
you fuch apprehenfions ? How long has he charmed 
you ? What has he done to charm you ? What method 
has he taken to get into your heart ? When I could not 
gain your affections myfelf, it was fome' comfort torn* 
to think, that no other could ; in the mean time, ano* 
ther has effected what I could not ; and I have, at once, 
the jealoufy of a hufband and a lover. But it is impof- 
fible for me to retain that of a hufband after fuch a pro-: 
ceeding on your part, which is too noble and ingenuous 
not to give me ah entire fecurity; it even comforts' me 
as a lover; the Sincerity you have exprefled, and -the 
confidence you have placed in me, are of infinite value i 
you have efleem enough for me to believe I mall not 
abufe the cohfeffion you have made to me : you are in 
the right, madam, I will not abufe it, or love you- the 
lefs for it ; you make me unhappy by the greateft mark 
of fidelity ever woman gave^ her hufband ; but go on, • 
madam, and inform me who he is whom you would 
avoid. — I beg you not to afk me, replied me; I am re- 
folved not to tell you, nor do I think it prudent to name 
him. — Fear not, madam, replied mon fie ur de Clevesj 
I know the world too well to be ignorant that a woman's 
having a hufband docs not hinder .people from being in 
We with her ; fuch lovers may be the objects of one's 
hatred, but we are not wto complain of it ; once again, 
jnidam, I conjure you to tell me what I fo much defire 
to know. — It is in vain to.prefs m«i replied fhe;Ihavs 
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the power to he filant in what I think I ought not to 
tell; theconfeJEon I made to you, .was not owing to 
any weakneft, and it required more courage to declare 
foch a truth, than it would have done to conceal it. 

The du£e de Nemours did not lofe a word of this son- 
variation, and what madam de Cleves had faid gay* 
him no left jealoufy than her hufhand; he was jfo def- 
perately in love with her, that he believed all the .world 
was ib, too ; it is true, he had many rivals, yet he fen- 
«ted them ftiH more, and his, thoughts wandered to 
JhuLoutwho it was madam de Cleves meant : he had 
Often thought he was not diiagreeableto her ; but iho 
grounds of his judgment on this occaficm appeared fo 
flight, that «he could not imagine he had rai&d in her 
heart a paffion violent enough to oblige >her to haye re- 
eourfe to -ib extraordinary a remedy; he was fo trans- 
ported, that he icarce knew what he few, and he could 
not pardon moniieur de Cloves for not having prcuod 
his wife enough to tell him the name of the perion fba 
concealed Irom him. 

"Moniieur de Cleves, fceuerthelefs, ufed his utrooft en- 
deavours to know it ; and haying urged her very much 
on thefubjedi — I think, anfwered ihe, that you ought 
to be fatisfied with my Sincerity; aflcme no more about 
it, and do not give me cauie to repent of what I have 
dond ; content yourielf with the affurance which I once, 
more give yon, that my fen timentsjiave never appeared . 
by any of my actions, and that no addrefs hath been, 
made to me that could give me offence. — Ah I madam,, 
replied monfieur de Cleves on a fudden, I cannot be- 
lieve it; I remember the confufion you was in when 
your picture was loft ; you have given away, madam, 

m you have given away that picture, which was ib dear to 
me, and which I had fo Juft a right to; you have not 
been able to conceal your inclinations ; you are in love ; 

it is known ; your virtue has hitherto faved you from 
the reft. — Is it poffible, cried madam de Cleves, yon 
caip imagine there was any referve or difguife in a con- 

feilioa 
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feBkm like mine, which I was no way obliged to ? Take 
my word, I purchaferdeariy the confidence *I defire of 
70a ; I conjure you to believe I kave not 'given away .mjr 
j>i&ure ; it is tnie, If aw it taken ; butil would not font 
to fee it, far fear of fubje£ling myfelf tcfhear fueh thinge 
as no one has yet dared to -mention to me. — Mow do you 
know then that you are feved ? faid monikur de Cleves. 
What mark, what prodfof-it has -been given you?' 
— Spare me the pain, replied lhe, of repeating to you 
circumftances which I am aftramed to have obferved, 
and whkh'have convinced »me but too <muchof my own 

weaknefe. You are in the right, madam, arffwered 

iie, I am unjiift ; always refiife me when! aft: -you Rich 
things, and yet do not- be angry with me for arcing 
them. 

Juft then feveral of the fervants, 'who l had<fteitHn the " 
walks, came to acquaint morffieur de Cleves, that a 
•gentleman was arrived from the king, with orders for 
Mm to 4>e at Paris that evening. Monfteur de Cleves * 
was obliged to go, and had only time to -tell his wife, 
that he defired her to come-to Paris -the next day ; and 
that he conjured her to believe, that however aiRi&ed- 
he was, he had a tendernefs and efteem for her with 
which the ought + to be fatisfied. 

When he was^gone, and madam de Cleves being alone, 
•confidered what fhe had done, the was fo frightened at 
the thought of it, fhe could hardlybelieve it to be true, 
•She found fhe had deprived herfelf of the heart and 
-efteem of hcrhufband, and was involved in a labyrinth' 
Ike fhould never get out of ; fee afked herfelf, why fhe ' 
iiad ventured on fo dangerous a *ftep, and perceived fee * 
was engaged in it almoft without having dejigned it ; 
the fingularity of fuch a confenlon, Ibr which fhe faw 
no precedent, made her fairy fenfible of her danger. 

But, on the other hand, when. me came to think that 
this remedy, however violent it was, was the only 
•effe&ual one fhe could make ufe of againU mbnfieur de 
^emours, fhe found fhe Jiad no caufc to repent,, or to 

believe 
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believe me had* ventured too far; fhe ,paffed the whole 
night full of doubts, anxiety and (ear ; but. at laft her 
fpirits grew calm again 5 (he even felt a pleafure arife 
in her mind, from a fenfe of having given fuch a proof 
of fidelity to a hufband who deferved it fo well, who 
had fo great a friendfhip and efteem for her* and had ib 
lately nianiiefted it by the manner in which he received- 
the confeflion me had made him. ' * 

In the mean time monfieur de Nemours was gone 
away from the place in which he' had overheard a con- , 
verfation wiich fo fenfibly affected him,- and was got 
deep into the foreft ; what madam de Cleves faid of her 
pidlure had revived him, ftnce it was certain from thence 
that -he was the perfon Ihe*- had an inclination for :. at - 
firft he gave a loofe to joy ; but his raptures were at an , 
end as foon as he began to reflect; that the fame thing 
that convinced him he had touched the heart of madam . 
de Cleves, ought to convince him alfo that he fliouldnever - 
receive any marks of it, and that it would be impoffible . 
to engage a lady who had recourfe to fo extraordinary a 
remedy ; and yet he could not but be fenfibly pleafed r 
to have reduced her to that extremity ; he thought it • 
glorious for him to have gained the affections of a 
woman fo different from the reft of her fex; in a word* . 
he thought himfelf very happy* and very unhappy at the 
fame time. He was benighted in the foreft, and was* 
very much put to it to find his way again to his filter's, 
the duchefs of Mercosur ; he arrived there at break of. 
day, and was extremely at a lofs what account to give , 
of his abfence ; but he made- out the matter as well as . 
he could, and returned that very day to Paris with the , 
vifcount. 

The duke was fo taken up with his paffion, and ft 
furprized at the con verfation he had heard, that he fell. 
into an indifcretioh very common, which is,- to fpeaK 
one's own particular fentiments in general terms, and to- 
relate one's proper adventures under borrowed nam**; 
As they were travelling* he began to' < talk of love,, and. 

exag- 
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Exaggerated the pleafure of being in love with a perfon 
that deferred it ; he fpoke of the fantaftical effects of 
this pafiion ; and at laft, not being able to contain within 
himielf the admiration he was in at the a&ion of madam 
de Cleves, \e related it to the vifcount without naming 
the perfon, or owning he had any ihare in it; bat he 
Cold it with fo much warmth and furprife, that the 
vifcount eafily fufpedted the ftory concerned himfelft 
Xhe vifcount urged him very much to confefs it, and 
told him he had known a great while" that he was vi- 
olently in love # and that it was unjuft in him to mew a 
diftruft of a man, who had committed to him a fecret 
on which his life depended. The duke de Nemours 
was too much in love to own it, and had always con- 
cealed it from the vifcount, thoughhe valued him the 
moft of any man at court ; he anfwered, That one of his 
friends had told him this adventure, and made him 
promife not to fpeak of it ; and he alfo conjured the 
vifcount to keep the fecret : the vifcount affured him he 
would fay nothing of it ; but notwithstanding, moniieur 
de Nemours repented that he had told him {o much. 

In the mean time moniieur de Cleves was gone to the 
king, with a heart full of affliction. Never had hu£* 
band fo violent a pafiion for his wife, or fo great an 
efteein ; what {he had told him did not take away his 
efteemof her, but made it of a different nature from that 
he had had before ; what chiefly employ'd his thoughts, 
was a defire to guefs who it was that had found out the 
feoret to win her Tieart. The duke de N«mocrs was the 
fait perfon he thought of on this occafion, as being the 
kandfomeii man at court ; and the chevalier de Guife 
and the marefchal de St. Andre occurred next, as two 
perfons who had made it their endeavour to get her 
love, and who were ftill very affiduous in 'courting her ; 
to that he was fully perfuaded it muft be one of the 
three. He arrived at the Louvre ; and the king carried 
him into his clofet to inform him, -he had made choice 
of him to conduct Madame in to Spain* and that he be- 
VoL-Ii. F lieved 
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iieved nobody could acquit himfetf better of that charge, 
nor that any lady would do France greater honour than 
madam de Cleves. Mo n Hour de Cleves received the 
Jionour the king' had done him by this choice with the 
arefpeft he ought, and he coniidered it alfo as what 
would take his wife from court, without leaving room 
to fufpeft any change in her conduit ; but the embar- 
*afTment he was under required a fpeedier remedy than 
that journey, which was to be deferred a great while, 
could afford ; he immediately writ to madam de Cleves 
to acquaint her with what the king had told him ; and 
gave her to underftand, he abfolutely expe&ed fhe fhould 
return to Paris. She returned according to his orders, 
and when they met, they found one another over- 
whelmed with melancholy. 

Monfieur de Cleves fpoke to her, as a man of the 
greateft honour in the world, and the beft deferving the 
confidence {he had repofed in him : I am not alarmed 
as to your condu&, faid he, you have more ftrength 
and virtue than you imagine ; I am not alarmed with 
iears of what may happen hereafter ; what troubles me 
is, that I fee you have thofe fentiments for another 
which you want for me. — I do not know what to anfwer 
you, faid fhe, I die with fhame when I fpeak of this 
iubjett; fpare me, I conjure you, fuch cruel conver- 
sations ; regulate my conduct, and never let me fee any 
Body ; this is all I deiire of you ; but take it not ill of 
me, if I fpeak no more of a thing which makes me ap- 
pear fo little worthy of you, and which I think fo* un- 
becoming me»— You are in the right, madam, replied 
he, I abufe your goodnefs and your confidence in me ; 
hut have fome companion alfo on the condition you hav* 
brought me to; and think, that whatever yon* have 
teld me, you conceal from me a name, which creates 
in me a curiofity I cannot live without fatisfying ; and 
y«t I afk you not to fatisfy it ; I cannot, however, .for- 
bear telling you, that I believe the man I am to envy 
is themarafchal de St. Andre, the duke de Nemours,' 
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or the chevalier de Guife. — I (hall make you no anfwer, 
fays (he bluihing, nor give yoa any ground, from what 
I fay, either to leffen or ftrengthen your fufpicions ; 
but if you endeavour to inform yourfelf by obferving 
me, you will throw me into a confuiion all the world 
will take notice of; for God's fake, continued fhe, 
allow me, under pretence of an indifpofition, to fee no- 
body. — No, madam, faid he, it will quickly be dif- 
covered to be a feigned bulinefs ; and befides, I am 
unwilling to truft you to any thing but yourfelf; my 
heart tells me this is the belt way I can take, and my 
reafon tells me fo alfo*; confidering the temper of mind 
you are in, I cannot put a greater reftraint upon you, 
than by leaving you to your liberty. 

Moniieur de Cleves was not miftaken ; the confidence 
he (hewed he had in his wife, fortified her the more 
againft moniieur de Nemours, and made Ker take more 
fevere refolutions than any reftraint could have brought 
her to. She went to wait on the queen-dauphin at the 
Louvre, as (he ufed to do; but avoided the pre(ence and 
eyes of monfieur de Nemours with fo much care, that 
(he deprived him of almoft all the joy he had in think- 
ing (he loved him ; he faw nothing in her a&ion* but 
what feemed to (hew the contrary ; he fcarcely knew if 
what he had heard was not a dream, fo very impro* 
bable it feemed to him. The only thing which afTured 
him that he. was not. miftaken, was madam de Cleves's 
extreme melancholy, which appeared, whatever pains 
(he took to hide it ; and perhaps kind words and looks 
would not have increafed the duke of Nemours's love 
fo much as this fevere conduct did. 
• One evening, as monfieur and madam de Cleve$ 
were at the queen's apartment, it was faid there was a 
report* that the king would name another great lord to 
wak on Madame into Spain. Monfieur de Cleves had 
his eye fixed on his wife, when it was further faid, the 
chevalier de Guife, or the marefchal de St. Andre, 
was thejerfon ; be obferved (he was 'not at all moved 
Fz at 
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at either of thpfc names, nor the difcourfe of their go- 
ing along with her ; this made him believe, it was not 
either of them whofe prefence me reared : in order to 
clear up his fufpicions, he went into the queen's clofet, 
Avhere the king then was, and after having ftaid there 
fome time, came back to his wife, and whifpered her, 
that he had juft heard the duke de Nemours was the per- 
ion defigned to go along with them to Spain. 

The name of the duke de Nemours, and the thought 
of being expofed to fee him every day, during a very 
long journey, in her hufband's pretence, fo afTecled ma- 
dam de Cleves, that fhe could not conceal her trouble : 
and being willing to give other reafons for it, No 
choice, fays flie, could have been made more difagree- 
able for you ; he will ihare all honours with you, and I 
think you ought to endeavour to get fome other chofen. 
—It is not honour, madam, reply'd m on fie ur de Cleves, 
'that makes you apprehenfive of the duke de Nemours's 
going with me, the uneafinefs you are in proceeds from 
another caufe ; and from this uneafinefs of yours I learn, 
that which I fhould have difcovered in another woman 
by the joy lhe would have exprefled on ruch an occafion ; 
but be not afraid ; what I have told you is not true, it 
was an invention of mine to aflure myfelf of a thing 
which I already believed but too much. Having faid 
this, he went out, being unwilling to increafe, by his 
prefence, the : concern he faw his wife in.. s * 

The duke de Nemours came in thatinftant, and pie- 
•jently obferved madam de Cleves's condition ; he came 
up to her, and told her foftly, he had that refpeft for 
lier, he durft not afk what it was .made her morfc pcnfive 
than ufual. T)ie voice of the duke de Nemours brought 
her to herfelf again, and looking at him, without hav- 
ing heard what he had faid to her, full of her own 
thoughts, and afraid left her huiband mould fee him with 
l^er, For God's fake, fays lhe, leave me to myfelf in 
<juiet. — Alas ! madam, anfwered he, I difturb you too 
little ; what is k yon can complain of? I dare not fpeak 

to 
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to you, I dare not look upon you, I tremble whenever 
I approach you. How have I drawn upon myfelf what 
you have faid to me ? and why do Jrou fhew me, that I 
am in part the caufe of the trouble 1 fee you in ? Madam 
de Cleves was very forry to have given the duke an op- 
portunity of explaining himfelf more clearly than ever 
he had done before ; fhe left him without making any 
anfwer, and went home with her mind more agitated 
than ever. Her hufband perceived her concern was 
increafed, and that fhe was afraid lie would fpeak to 
her of what had pair, and followed her into her clofet : 
Do not fhun me, madam, fays he, I will fay nothing 
to you that fhall difpleafe you ; I aik pardon for the fur- 
prize I gave you a while ago ; I am Sufficiently punifh- 
ed by what I have learnt from it ; the duke de Nemours 
was of all men he whom I moft feared ; I fee the danger 
you are in ; command yourfelf for your own fake, and, 
if it is poffible, for mine ; I do not afk this of you as a; 
liuiband, but as a man whofe happinefs wholly depends 
on you, and who loves you more violently and more* 
tenderly than he whom your heart prefers to me. 
Monfieur. de Cleves was melted upon fpeaking thefe 
words, and could fcarce make an end of them j his 
wife was fo moved, fhe burft into tears, and embraced 
him with a tendernefs and forrow that put him into a 
.condition not very different from her own. They 
continued filent a while, and parted without having the 
jpower ta fpeak to one another. 

All things were ready for the marriage of Madame, 

- .and. the duke* of Alva was arrived to efpoufe herj he 

. was received with all the ceremony and magnificence 

.that could be difplay'd on fuch an occajion ; the king- 

fent to meet him the prince of Conde} the cardinals of 
, Lorain and Guife, the dukes of Lorain and Ferrafa, 

d'Aumale, de Bouillon, de Guife, and de Nemours; 

they had a great number of gentlemen, and a great 

many pages in livery ; the king himfelf, attended #ith 
F 3 two 
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two hundred gentlemen, and the conftable at their 
head, received the duke of Alva at the firfl gate of the 
Louvre ; the duke would have kneeled, down, but the 
Jung refuted it, and made him walk by his fide to the 
queen's apartment, and to Madame's, to whom the 
duke of Alva had brought a magnificent prefent from 
his mafter ; he went thence to the apartment of madam 
Margaret, the king's filter, to compliment her on the 
part of the duke of Savoy, and to allure her he would 
arrive in a few days. There were great aflemblxes at the 
Louvre, to fliew the duke of Alva, and the prince of 
Orange who accompanied him, the beauties of the court- 
Madam de Cleves could not difpenfe with going to 
thefe afTemblies, however defirous me was to be abient, 
for fear of difqbliging her hufband, who abfolutely 
commanded her to be there; and, what yet more in- 
duced her to it, was the abfence of the duke de Ne- 
mours; he was gone to meet the duke of Savoy ; and after 
the arrival of that prince; he was obliged to be alxnoft 
< always with him, to afiiit him in every thing relating to 
the ceremonies of the nuptials ; for this reafon madam 
de Cleves did not meet him fo often as fhe ufed to do, 
yhich gave her fome fort of eafe. ' 

The vifcount de Chartres had not forgot the conver- 
sation he had had with the duke de Nemours : it ftill 
ran in his mind, that the adventure the duke had re- 
lated to him was his own ; and he obferved him fo 
carefully, that it is probable he would have unravelled 
the- buiinefs, if the arrival of the duke of Alva and 
of the duke of Savoy had not made fuchan alteration in 
the court, and filled it with fo much bufinefs, as left 
no opportunities for a difcovery of that nature ; the 
delire he had t© get fome information about it, or 
rather the natural difpofitibn one has to relate all one 
knows to, thofe one loves, made him acquaint madam 
de Martigues with the extraordinary aftion of that 
perfon, who had confefled to her hufband the paffion jhe 
♦had for another. He allured her, Jtlje duke de Nemours 

was 
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wasr the man who had infpired fo violent a love, and 
begged her affiftance in obfcrving him. Madam de 
Martigues was glad to hear what the vifcount told her ; 
and the curiofity fhe had always obferved in the queen- 
dauphin for what concerned the duke de Nemours j. 
made, her yet more defirous to fearch into the bottom 
of the affair. 

A few days before that which was fixed for the cere~ 
mony of the marriage, the queen-dauphin entertained* 
at fupper the king her father-in-law* and the duchefs 
pf Valentinois. Madam de Cieves, who had been bufy 
in drefling herfelf, went to the Louvre later than ordi-^ 
nary; as fhe was going, (he met a gentleman, that was 
coming from the queen-dauphin to fetch her ; as foon 
as flie entered, the room, that princefs, who was fitting 
ttpon her bed, told her aloud, that me had expe&ed 
her with great impatience. — I believe, madam, an- 
swered fhe, that I am not obliged to you for it, and 
ihat your impatience was caufed by fomething elfe,- 
and not your defire to fee me. — You are in the right,. 
Aiifwered the queen-dauphin ; but, neverthelefs, you 
*rc obliged to me ; for I will tell you an adventure,, 
which I am fure you will be glad to know. 

Madam de Cieves Jcneeled at her bed-fide, and, very 
luckily for her, with her face .from the light : You 
know, faid the queen, how defirous we » have been to 
find out what had caufed fo great a change in the duke 
of Nemours ; I believe I know it, and it is what will 
furprife you ; he is defperately in love with, and as 
much beloved by, one of the fineft ladies of the court*. 
It is eafy to imagine the, grief madam de Cieves felt 
upon hearing, thefe words, which fhe could not apply to 
herfelf, fince fhe thought nobody knew any thing of" 
her paffion for the duke;. J fee nothing extraordinary 
in that, . replied fhe, confidering how young and hand- 
feme a man the duke de Nemours is. — No, replied the ■ 
queen-dauphin, there is nothing, extraordinary in it $ 
but what will farprife you is, that this lady, who is in 
v Ef love j 
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love with the duke de Nemours, has never given him. 
any mark of it, and that the fear ihe was in left ihe 
ihould not always be miftrefs of her paffion, has made 
her confefs it, to her huiband, that he may take her 
away from court ; and it is the duke de Nemours him- 
feJf who has related what 1 tell you. 

If madam de Cleves was grieved at firft through the 
thought that ihe had no concern in this adventure, 
the queen-dauphin's laft words threw her into an 
agony, by making it certain me had too much in it ; 
ihe could not anfwer, but continued leaning her head 
on the bed. Meanwhile the queen went on, and 
was fo intent on what ihe was faying, that ihe took n* 
notice of her em barr ailment. When madam de Cleves 
was a little come to herfelf, This ifcory, madam, fays 
fhc, does not feem very probable to me, and I ihould 
be glad to know who told it you. — It was madam de 
Martigues, replied the queen-dauphin, and file heard 
it from the vifcount de Chartres ; you know the vif- 
count is in love with her ; he entrnfted this matter to 
her as a fecret, and he was told it by the dnkn.de Ne- 
mours himfelf ; it is true, the duke did not tell the 
lady's name, nor acknowledge that he was the perfon 
ihe was in love with, but the vifcount makes no man- 
ner of queftion of it. When the queen-dauphin had 
done fpeaking, fomebody came up to the bed ; madam 
de Cleves was fo placed that ihe could not fee who it 
was, but ihe was prefently convinced, when the queen- 
dauphin cried out, with an air of gaiety and furprize, 
Here he is himfelf, I will afk him what there is in it* 
Madam de Cleves knew very well it was the duke de 
Nemours, without turning herfelf, as it really was; 
upon which ihe went up hafiily to the queen->dauphh>, 
and told her foftly, that ihe ought to be cautious of 
• fpeaking to him of this adventure, which he had en- 
trufted to the vifcount de Chartres as a fecret, and that 
it was a thing which might create a quarrel between 
them. — You are too wife, faid the queen-dauphin 

fmiling. 
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- {foiling, and turned to the duke de Nemours : he was 
drefled for the evening-afiembly, and taking up the. 
di/courfe with that grace which was natural to him, 
I believe, madam, fays he, I may venture to think 
you were (peaking of me as I came in, that you had 
a defign to afk me fomething, and that madam de 
Cleves is againft it. — It is true, replied the queen- 
dauphin, but I (hall not be fo complaifant to her on 
this occafion as I was vrfed to be ; I would know of 
you, whether a ftory I have been told is true, and whe- 
ther you are not the perftm who is in love with*, and 
beloved by a lady of the court, who endeavours to con* 
ceal her paflion from you, and has confefied it/to her 
huiband?- 

The concern and confufion madam de Cfeves was in 
was above all that can be imagined; . and if death itfelf 
•could have drawn her out of this condition, (he would 
have gladly embraced it ; but the duke de Nemours 
was yet more embarraffed, .if. ppffible : the difeourfe of 
the queen-dauphin, by whom* he had reafon to believe • 
he was not hated, in the prefence t>f madam de Cleves, 
who was confided in by her more than any body of the 
court, and who confided more in her, threw him into 
fuch confufion and extravagance- of; thought, . that it 
was impoffible for him to be matter of* his countenance : 
the concern he- faw madam de Cleves In through his 
fault, and the thought of having given herjufl caufcto 
hate him, fo fhocked him, he could not fpeak a word. . 
The queen-dauphin, feeing how thunderftruck (he was, 

- Look upon bim, look upon him ! faid (he to madam de 
Cleves, and judge if this adventure be not His. own. 

In the mean time the duke de Nemours, finding of 
what importance it was to him to extricate hjmfelf out 
of fo dangerous a difficulty/, recovered him fe!f from his 
faft. forprize, and became- at once mafter of his wit and ; 
looks. I acknowledge^ madam, faid he, it-is impof* 
Able to be more furprifed and concerned than Iwas at 
ihc. treachery of the vifcouht de Chartres, in relating 
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an adventure of a friend of mine, which I had in con- 
fidence imparted to him. I know how to be revenged 
of him, continued he, fmiling with a calm air ; which 
removed the fufpicions the queen-dauphin had enter- 
tained of him : he has entrufted me with things of no 
Very fmall importance; but I do not know, madam, 
why you do me the honour to make me a party in this 
affair. The vifcount cannot fay I ani concerned in it, 
for I told him the Contrary ; I may very well be taken 
to be a man -in love, but I cannot believe, madam, 
you will think me of the number of thofe who are loved 
again. The duke was glad to fay, any thing to the 
queen -dauphin, which alluded to the inclination he 
had exprefled for her formerly, in order to divert her 
thoughts from the fubject, in queftion. She imagined 
Jhe understood well enoughthe drift of what, he faid ; 
f>ujt without making any anfwer to it, (he continued to. 
rally him upon the embarraflment he was in. I was 
concerned, madam, faid he, for the intereft of my 
friend, and on account of the juft reproaches he might: 
'make me for paving told a fecret which is dearer-to him. 
than life. . He has, neverthelefs, entrufted me but with* 
one half of it, and has not told me the name of the 
perfon he loves ; all I know is, that he is the moft 
deeply in love of any man in the world, and has the 
moft reafon to complain.— -Do you think he has reafon 
to complain, , replied the queen-dauphin, when he is 
loved again ?— Do you believe he is, madam, replied 
he, and that a perfon who had a real paffion could dis- 
cover it to her hufband ? That lady, doubtlefs, is not 
•acquainted with love, and has miftaken for it a flight 
acknowledgment of the fondnefs her lover had for her, 
My friend cannot flatter himfelf with the leaft hopes f 
but, unfortunate as he is, he thinks himfelf happy, at 
leaft, in having made her afraid of falling in love with. 
him, and he would not change his condition for that ot 
the happieft lover in the world. — Your friend has a 
jraffioB very eafy tojae fatisfed, faid the queeu-dauplun,.. 

* " an*. 
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and I begm to believe it is not yourfelf youare (peaking • 
of ; I am almoft, continued fhe, of the opinion of 
'madam de Cleves, who maintains that this ftory can- - 
not be true.— -I do not really belieye it can be true, 
anfwered madam de Cleves, who had been filent 
hitherto ; and though it were poffible to be true, how 
fhould k have been known ?.It is very unlikely that a 
woman, capable of fo, extraordinary a resolution,', 
would have the weaknefs to publifh it ; and furely her • 
hufband would not have told it neither, or he muft be : 
a hufband vvy unworthy to have been dealt with in fo ♦ 
generous a manner. The duke de Nemours, who per- - 
ceived the- fufpicidns madam de Cleves had of* her 
hkufband, was glad to confirm her in them, knowing 
he was the moft formidable rival he had to overcome. . 
Jealoufy, faid he, and a cjuriofity perhaps of knowing 

• more than a wife has thought fit to difcover, may make • 
a hufband 5 do a great many imprudent things. 

Madam de Cleves was put to the lafl proof of her 
power and courage ; and not being able to endure the ■ 
cohverfation any. longer, fhe was going to fay fhe was . 
not well, when, by good fortune for her, the duchefs of " 
■ Valent;inois came in, *and told the queen-dauphin that 
" the king was juft coming ; the queen-dauphin went into • 
the clofet to drefs herfelf, and the duke de Nemours 
came up to madam de Cleves as fhe was following her. . 
L would give my* life, madam, faid he, to have a mo- - 
ment's converfation with you; but though I have a. 
world of important things to' fay to you, I think no- . 
thing is morefo, than to entreat you, to believe,- that 
if I have faid any thing in which the queen-dauphin may 
feem concerned, I did it for reafons \vhich do not re- 
late to her. Madam de Cleves* pretended not to hear 
him, and left him without a took, and went towards 

• the king, who was juft come in. As r there were 

- abundance of people there, fhe trod upon her .gown, f 
and made afalie ftep, which ferved her as an excufe to » 

• go out of a place fhe had not the power to.ftay in ; and . 

E 6 f*< 

Digitized by GoOgle 



. ioS THE; PRINCESS OF CLEVES*. Part HE 

• fo pretending to have received fome hurt, flie went 
home, 

Monfieurde'Cleves came to the Louvre, and was fur- 
prifed not to find his wife there; they told him of the 
accident that had befallen her, and he went immedi- 
ately home to enquire after her ; he found her in bed, 
and perceived her hurt was not confiderable. When 
he had been fome time with her, he found her fo ex- 
ceffive melancholy that he was furprifed at it : What 
ails you, madam? fays he ; you feem to have fome 
other grief than that which you complain of. — I feel 
the moft fenfible grief I can ever experi§fce, anfwered 
fhe ; what ufe have you made of that extraordinary, 
or rafter foolifh confidence which I placed in yoos£ Did 
not I deferve to have my fecret kept ? and though J had 
not deferved it, did not vour own intereft engage you to 
it ? Should your curionty to know a name it was n6t 
reaforiable for me to tell you, have obliged you to make 
a confidante to affiit you in the difcovery, nothing but 
that curiofity eould have made you guilty of fo cruel 
an indifcretion ; the confequences of it are as bad as 
they poflibly can be. This •adventure is known, and I 
have been told it by thofe who are not aware that Ian 
principally concerned in it.— What do you . fay, ma- 

' dam I anfwered he ; you accuie me of having told 
what patted between you and me, and you inform me 
that the thing is known ; I do not go about to clear 
myfelf from this charge, you cannot think me guilty 
of it ; without doubt you have applied to yourfelf 
what was told you of fome other.— Ah 1 fir, replied 
Jne, the wor|<jf has not an adventure like mine, there 
is not anotJierwBman capable of fuch a thing : the 
iiory I have heard could not have been invented by 
chance j nobody could imagine any like it ; an action 
of this nature never entered any . thoughts but mwe*. 
The queen-dauphin has juft told me theftory ; Ike had 
it from the viicount de Chartr.es, and the vifcouht front 
the duke de Nemours-— The duke de Nemours ! crirf 
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monfieur de Cleves, like a man tranfported and defpe- 
rate : How ! does, the duke de Nemours know that yo* 
are in love with him, and that I am acquainted with it ? 
— You are always for Jingling out the duke de Nemours, 
rather than any other, replied (he ; I have told you I wilf 
never anfwer you concerning your fufpicions : I am 
ignorant whether the duke de Nemours knows the part 
I have in this adventure, and that which you have 
afcribed to him ; but he told it to the vifcount de 
Chartres, and laid he had it from one of his friends* 
who did not name the lady : this friend of the duke 4e 
Nemours muft needs be one of yours, whom you en- 
trailed the fecret to, in order to clear up your fufpicions. 
♦—Can one have a friend in the world, in whom one 
would repofe fuch a confidence, replied monfieur de 
Cteves ; and would a man clear his fupicions at the 
price of informing another with what one would wifh 
.to conceal from one's felf ? Think rather, madam, to 
whom you liave fpoken ; it is more probable this fecret 
» fliould have efcaped you than me ; you was not able 
alone to fupport the trouble you found yourfelf in, and 
you endeavoured to comfort yourfelf by complaining 
. to fome confidante, who has betrayed you. — Do not 
wholly deftroy me, cried fhe, and be not fo hard- 
hearted as to aecufe me of a fault you have committed 
yourfelf: can you fufpelt me of it ? and do you thinks 
.becaufe I was capable of informing you of this matters 
I was therefore capable of informing another ? 

The confeffion which madam de Cleves had. made to 

iter 4iufband was fo great a mark of her fincerity, and 

1 Sie fo ftrongly denied that (he had intruded it to any; 

other, that monfieur de Cleves did not know what to 

think* On the other hand, he was fure he had never 

. &}d any thing of it ; it was a thing that could not have* 

been guefifed, and yet it was known ; it muft therefore 

. eoxne from one of them two; but what grieye&Kfr* 

'■i Jftoft was, to know that this fecret was in the Kands of 

Homebody 
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fomebody elfe, and that, in all probability, it would be 
%on divulged. 

, Madam de Cleves thought much after the fame man- 
ner; fhe found it equally impoffible that her huibarid 
mould, or ftiould not have fpoken of it. What the- 
duke de Nemours had faid to her, that curionty might 
make a hufband do indifcreet things,, feemed fo juftly 
applicable to moniieur de Cleves' s condition, that me 
could not think he faid it by chance; and the proba- 
bility of this made her conclude, that moniieur de 
Cleves had abufei the confidence fhe had placed in 
him. They were fo taken up, the one and the other, r 
with their refpe&ive thoughts, that they, continued 
filent a great while ; and when they broke from this 
filence, they only, repeated the fame things they had. 
already faid very often ; their hearts and affections, 
grew more and more eilranged from each other.. 

It is eafy to imagine how they patted the night & 
moniieur de Cleves could no longer fuftaln'the misfor- 
tune of feeing a woman, whom he adored, in Iov*r 
with another.; he grew quite heartlefs, and thought 
he had reafon to be To in an affair where hh honour and; 
deputation were fo deeply wounded : he knew not, 
what to think of his wife, and' was at a lofs what : 
conduct he mould prescribe to her, or what he fhouid* 
follow himfelf ; he faw nothing on all fides but preci- 
pices and rocks : at laft, after having been long toftedt 
to and fro in fufpenfe, he confidered he was foon tofet . 
out for Spain, and refolved to do nothing which > 
might encreafe the fufpicibn or knowledge of his un- 
fortunate condition. He went to his wife, and told> 
her, that what they had to do was" not to debate between, 
themfelves who had difcovered the fecret ; but to make 
it appear, that the ftory which was got abroad, was a 
b'ufinefs. in which fhe had no concern ; . that it depended . 
upon her to convince the duke of Nemours and others 
of it ; tnat me had nothing to do but to behave herfelf 
to him with that coldneis aad referve wluch &e ought to 

have. 
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have for a nun who profefled love to her; that by this* 
proceeding fhe would eafily remove the opinion he en- 
tertained of her being in love with him ; and therefore 
fhe needed not to trouble herfelf as to what he might 
hitherto have thought, lince, if for the future fhe dif- 
covered no weaknefs, his former thoughts would vanifh 
pf themfelves ; and that efpecially fhe ought to frequent 
the Louvre and the aflemblies as ufuaL 

Having faid this, monfieur de Cleves left his wife 
without waiting her anfwer; fhe thought what he faid 
very reafonable, and the refentment fhe had again ft the 
duke de Nemours, made her believe fhe fhould be able to 
comply with it with a great deal of eafe ; but it feemed a 
hard ^afk to her to appear at the marriage with that free- 
dom and tranquillity of fpirit which the occafion required.' 
Neverthelefs, as fhe was to carry the queen-dauphin's 
train, and had been diftinguifhed with that honour in 
preference to a great many other princefTes, it was im- 
poffible to excufe herfelf from it, without making a great 
deal of noife, and putting people upon enquiring into*, 
the reafons of it. She refolved therefore to do her ut- 
mort, and employed the reft of the day in preparing 
herfelf for it, and in endeavouring to. forget the thoughts 
that gave her fo much uneafinefs ; and to this purpofe 
Die locked herfelf up in her clofet : of all her griefs the- 
inofl violent was, that fhe had reafbn to complain of the: 
duke de Nemours, and could find no excufe to urge in> 
his favour ; fhe could not doubt but he had related this 
adventure to the vifcount de Chartres ; he had owned it 
himfelf; nor could ihe any more doubt, from his manner 
of fpeaking of it, but that he knew the adventure re- 
lated to her ; how could fhe excufe fo great an imprur 
dence ? and what was bec©me of that extreme discre- 
tion which fhe had fo much admired in this prince? He 
was di/creet, faid fhe, while he was unhappy ; but the 
thought of being happy,- though on uncertain. grounds, 
has put an end to his difbretioh ; he could not cbnfider 
that Jic was beloved, without defiring to have it known ; 

hi 
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he faid every thing he could fay ; I never acknowledged 
it was he I was in love with ; he fuipected it, and has 
declared his fufpicions ; if he had been fore of it, he 
might have acted as he has ; I was to blame for thinking 
him a man capable of concealing what flattered his va- 
nity ; and yet it is for this man, whom I thought fo dif- 
ferent from other men, that I am become like other' 
women, who was fo unlike them before. I have loft, 
the heart and efteem of a hufband who ought to have 
been my happinefs ; I mail foon be looked upon by all 
the world as a perfon led away by an idle and violent, 
paffion. He for whom I entertain this pailion is no longer 
ignorant of it; and it was to avoid thefe misfortunes 
that I hazarded my qdiet, and even my life. Thefe: 
fad reflections were foilqwed. by a torrent of tears ; but 
however great her grief was,, ihe plainly perceived lhe- 
mould be able to fupport it* were ihe but fatisfied in the* 
duke de Nemours.. 

The duke was no lefs uneafy than ihe ; . the indifcre-. 
tion he had been, guilty of in telling what he did to the: 
vifcount de Chartres, and the mifchievous confoquencee 
of it, vexed him to the heart ; he could not reprefent to 
himielf the affliction. and farrow he- had feen madam de: 
Cleves in, without, being pierced with anguifh; he was 
inconfolable for having faid things to her about this ad* 
venture, which, though galant enough in themfelves* . 
teemed on this occafiontoogrofsand unpolite* Jince they 
gave madam de Cleves to understand,, he was not igno- 
rant that ihe was the woman who had that violent paf- 
fion, and that he was. the object of it. It was before the - 
utmofl of his wifhes to have a converfation with her 4 ; but 
now he found he ought rather to fear than defire it. . 
What fhcuid I fay to her ? fays he s ; mould. I go-to di£ 
cover further to her what I have made her too (eniible of 
already f Shall I tell her I know ihe loves me ? I, whe * 
have never dared to fay I loved her ? Shall I begin with < 
fpeaking openly of my paffion, that ihe may fee my 
hopes have infpired me with boldnefc } Can I even • 
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think of approaching her, and of giving her the trouble 
to endure my fight ? Which way could I juftify myfelf f 
I have no excufe ; I am unworthy of the lead regard from 
madam de Cleves, and I even defpair of her ever looking 
upon me: I have given her, by my own fault, better 
means of defending herfelf again ft me than any (he. was 
iearching for, and perhaps fearching for to no purpofe. 
Ilofe by my imprudence the glory and happinefs of 
being loved by the moft beautiful and deferving lady in 
the world; but if I had loft this happinefs, without in- 
volving her in the moft extreme grief and fufferings at the 
fcmr time, I fhould have had fome comfort ; for at this 
moment I am more fenfible cf the harm I have done her, 
than of that I have done myfelf in forfeiting her favour. 
The duke de Nemours continued turning the fame 
thoughts over and over, and tormenting himfelf a great 
while : the defire he had to fpeak to madam de Cleyes 
came conftantly into his mind ; he thought of the means 
to do it; he thought of writing to her; but at laft he 
found, considering the fault he had committed, and the 
temper ihe was in, his beft way was to (hew her a pro- 
fbumd refpett by his arai&ian and his filence, to let her 
fee he durft n«t prefent himfelf before her, and to wait 
for what time, chance, and the inclination fhe had for 
him, might produce to his advantage: he refolved alfo 
not to reproach the vifcount de Chartres for his unfaith- 
fulnefs, for fear of confirming his fufpicions. 

The preparations for the efpoufals and marriage of 
Madame on the next day, fo entirely took up the thoughts 
of the court, that madam de Cleves and the duke of 
Nemours eafily concealed from the public their grief 
and uneafinefs. The queen -dauphin fpoke but {lightly" 
to madam de Cleves of the converfation they had had 
with the duke de Nemours ; -and monfieur de Cleves in- 
duftrioufly fhunned fpeaking to his wife of what was paft ; 
fo that fhe did not find herfelf under fo much embarraff- 
ment as fhe had imagined. 

The 
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, The efpoufals were 4otemnized at the Louvre ; and 
after the feaft and ball all the royal family went to lie~ at 
the bishop's palace, according to cuilom. In thernorri- 
ing, the duke of Alva, who always had appeared very 
plainly dreft, put en a habit of cloth of gold, fnixed . 
with flame-colour, yellow and black, all covered over 
with jewels, and wore a clofe crown on his head. . The 
prince of Orange very richly drefTed alfo, with his li- 
veries, and all the Spaniards with theirs, came to attend 
the duke of Alva from the Hotel de Villeroy where he 
lodged, and fet out, marching four by four, till they 
came to the bifliop's palace. As foon as he was arrived, 
they went in order to the church ; the king led Madame, 
who wore alfo a clofe crown, her train being borne bf 
madcmoifelles de Montpenfier and Longueville; the 
<jueen came next, but without a crown ; "after her fob- 
Jawed the queen-dauphin, Madame, the king's fifler, 
the duchefs of Loraine, and the queen of Navarre, 
their trains being borne by the princefles ; the queens and 
the princeiTes were all of them attended with their/maids 
of honour, who were richly ds$$ in. *he feme colour 
♦which they wore themfelves ; fo that it was known by 
the colour of their habits whofe maids they were : they 
mounted the place that was prepared in the church, and 
there the marriage-ceremonies were performed; they* 
returned afterwards to dine at the bifhop's, and Went 
from thence about five a-clock fo the palace where the 
•feaft was, and where "the parliament, the fovereign 
courts,' and the corporation of the city were defired to 
• a&lh The king, the queens, the princes and prin- 
ceiTes fat at the marble *able in the great hall of the* pa- 
lace; the duke of Alva fat near the new queen of 
Spain, below the ftepeL_of the marble table ; and arthe 
king's right hand was a table for the ambaffadors, the 
archbifhops, and the knights of the order, and on the 
. other fide one for the parliament. 

The duke of Guife, dreft in aerobe of cloth of gold 
friezed, ferved the king as great chamberlain ; the 
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d by Google 



k P*RT.Iir.- THE PRINCESS OF CLEVES. • n» 

prince of -Conde as fteward of the houftrold, and the 
duke de Nemours as cup-bearer. After the tables, 
were removed the ball began, and was interrupted by 
interludes and a great deal of extraordinary, machi- 
nery ; then the ball was refumed, and after midnight 
the king and the whole court returned to the Louvre. 
However full of grief madam de Cleves was, me ap- 
peared in the eyes of all beholders, and particularly in 
tjiofe of the'duke de Nemours, incomparably beautiful. 
He durft not fpeak to her, though the hurry of the cere- 
mony gave him frequent opportunities; but he ex- 
preiTed fo much forrow, and. fo refpe&ful a fear of ap- 
proaching her, that fhe no longer thought him to blame, 
though he had faid nothing in his j unification; his con- 
dud was the fame the following days, and wrought the 
fame effect on the heart of madam de Cleves. 

At lait, the day of the tournament came ; th$quee%i 
vere placed in the galleries that were prepared for them ; 
the four champions appeared at the end of the lifts with 
a number of horfes and liveries, the moft magnificent 
fight that eve* was feen in France. 
. The king's colours were white and black, which he 
always wore in honour of the duchefs of Valentinois^ 
who was a widow. The duke of Ferrara and his re- 
tinue had yellow and red ; monfieur de Guife's carna- 
tion and white. It was not known at firft for what rea- 
fon he wore thofe colours; but it was foon remembered 
that they were the colours of a beautiful young lady 
whom he had been in love with while fhe was a maid, 
and whom he yet loved, though he durft not fhewit. 
The duke de Nemours had yellow and black ; why he 
had them could not be found out: madam de Cleves 
only knew the reafon of it; fhe remembered to have faid 
before him fhe loved yellow, and that fhe was forry her 
complexion, did not fuit that colour. As for the duke, 
he thought he might take that colour without any in- 
difcretion, fince, not 'being worn by madam de Cleves, 
it could not be fufpe&ed to be her's. 
> . ' The 
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* The four champions (hewed the greateft addrefs tha£ 
can be imagined ^ though the lung was the led horfe- 
man in his kingdom, -it was hard to fay which of them 
moft excelled. The duke de Nemours had a grace in all 
his actions which might have inclined to his favour per- 
sons lefs intercfted than madam de Cieves. She ne 
iboner faw him appear at the end of the lifts, but her 
heart felt uncommon emotions, and every courfe he 
made (he could fcafce hide her joy, when he had fuc- 
cefsfully {mimed his career. 

- In the evening, when all was almoft over, and the 
company ready to break up, fo it was for the misfortune 
of the ftate, that the king would needs break another 
lance; he fent orders to the count de Montgomery, who 
was a very dexterous combatant, to appear in the lifts. 
The count begged the king to excufe him, and alledged 
all the reafons for it he could think of; but the king, 
almoft angry, fent him word he abfolutely commanded 
him to do it. The queen conjured the king not to run 
any more, told him" he had performed fo well that he 
ought to be fatisfied, and defired him to go with her to 
her apartments. He made snfwer, It was for her fake 
that he would run again j and entered the barrier. She 
fent the duke of Savoy to him to entreat him a fecond 
time to return, but to no purpofe. He ran ; tht» lances 
were broke, and a fplinter of the count de Montgo- 
xnery's lance hit the king's eye, and ftuck there. The 
king fell ; his gentlemen and moniieur de Montmorency^ 
who was one of the marefchals of the field, ran to him* 
they were aftonifhed to fee him wounded ; but the king 
was not at all di (heartened; he faid, that it was but a 
flight hurt, and that he forgave the count de Montgo- 
mery. One may imagine what forrow and affliction h 
fatal an accident occafioned on a day fet apart to mirth 
and joy* The king was carried to bed, and the fur,- 
geons having examined his wound found it very conii- 
derable. The conftable immediately called to mind the 
prediction which had been told the king, that he ihould 

* be 
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fce killed in fingfe fight ; and he made no doubt but the 
yredi&ion would be now accomplifhed. 

The king of Spain, who was then at Bruflels, being 
advertised of this accident, fent his phyiician, who wat 
a man of great reputation; but that phyiician judged the 
king pail hope. 

A court fo divided, "and filled with 4b many Oppofite 
interefts, could not but be in great agitation on the 
breaking out of fo grand an -event; neverthelefs, all 
things were kept quiet, and nothing was feen but a ge- 
neral anxiety for the king's health : the queens, the 
princes and princeffes hardly ever went out of his anti- 
chamber. 

Madam de Cleyes knowing that fhe was obliged to he 
there, that me mould fee there the duke de Nemours, 
and that fhe could not conceal from her hu (band the dis- 
order fhe mould be in upon feeing him ; and being fen- 
. fi ble alfo, that the mere prefence of that prince would 
juflify him in her eyes, and deftroy all her refolutions, 
thought proper to feign herfelf ill. The court was too 
bufy to give attention to her conduct, or to enquire whe- 
ther her illnefs was real or counterfeit ; her hufband alone 
was able to come at the truth of the matter ; ]>ut fhe was 
not at all averfe to his knowing it. Thus fhe continued 
at home, 'altogether heedlefs of the great change that 
was fobn expected, and full of her own thoughts, which 
fhe was at full liberty to give herfelf up to f Every 
one went to court to enquire a/cer the king's health, and 
monfieur de Cleves came home at certain times to give 
ker an account of it; he behaved himfelf to her in the 
fame manner he ufed tQ dp, except when they were 
alone ; and then there appeared Something of coldnefs 
and referve : he had not fpoke to her again concerning 
what had paft, nor had fhe power, nor did fhe think it 
convenient, to refume the difcourfe. - 

The dukede Nemours, who had waited for an oppor- 
tunity of fpeaking to madam de Cleves, was furprized 
*nd afRiSed not to have had forauch as the pleafure to 

fee 
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fee her. The king's illnefs encreafed fo much, that the 
feventh day he was given over by the phyiicians ; He 
received the news of the certainty of his death with an 

* uncommon firmnefs of mind ; which* was the more to Be 
admired,. conf)dering that he loft his life byfo unfor- 
tunate .an accident, that he died in the flower of his age, 

* happy, adored by his people, and beloved by a miftrefs 
lie was defperately in love with. The evening before 

■ his death he caufed Madame, his lifter, to be married to 
1 the duke of Savoy without ceremony : one may judge 
what condition the duchefs of Valenrfhois was in; the 
^ueen would not permit her to fee the king, but fent to 
demand of her the king's fignets, and the jewels oftHe 
crown which (he had in her cuftody. The ducheft en- 
quired if the king was dead 5 and being anfwered, Nd ; 
I have then as yet no other mafter, faid fhe; and nd- 
body pan oblige me to refvore what he has trufted £n 
my hands. As foon as the king expired at Chate&u de 

* Tdurnelles, the duke of Ferrara, the duke of Guife, 
and the duke de Nemours conducted the queen-mother, 
the new king and the queeh-confort to the Louvre. The 
duke de Nemours led the queen-mother. As they be- 
gan to march, fhe ftepped back a little, and told the 
queen,. her daughter-in-law, it was her place to go firft ; 
but it was eafy to fee, that there was more of fpleen 
than decorum in this compliment. 



PART IV.. 

r T , HE Qu«en-mother was now wholly governed by the 
•*• cardinal of Loraine; the vifcount de Chartres had 
no interelt with her, and the pa&on he had for madam 
de Martigues and for liberty, hindered him from feelirtg 
this 1q& asit. dsfexved to be felt. The cardiaal, duriag - 
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the ten days illnefs of the king, was at leifure to form 
his defigns, and lead the queen into refolutions agree- 
able to what he had projected; fo that the king was 
no foOner dead, but the queen ordered the conftable jo 
ftay at Tournelles, with the corpfe of the deceafed king, 
in order to perform the ufual c remonies. This com- 
miffion kept him at a diftance, and out of the -fcene of 
aftion : for this reafon the conftable difpatched a cou i -' 
rier to the king of Navarre, to haften him to court, 
that they might join their intereft to oppofe the great 
rife of the houfe of Guife. The command of the army 
was given to the duke of Guife, and the care of the 
finances to the cardinal of Loraine. The duchefs of Va- 
lentinois was driven from court; the cardinal de Tojir- 
non, the conftable's declared enemy, and the chan- 
cellor Olivier, the declared enemy of the duchefs of 
Valentinois, were both recalled. In a word, the com- 
plexion of the court \vas entirely changed; the duke of 
Guife took the fame rank as the princes of the blood, 
in carrying the king's mantle at the funeral ceremo- 
nies: he and his brother? carried all before them at 
court, not only by reafon of the cardinal's power with 
the queen-mother, but becaufe fhe thought it in her 
power to remove them, mould they give her umbrage ; 
whereas (he could not fo eafily remove the conftable, who 
was fupported by the princes of the blood. 

When the ceremonial of tlie mourning was over, the 
conftable came to the Louvre, and was very coldly re- 
ceived by the king. He defired to fpeak with him in 
private; but the king called for meflieurs de Guife, and 
told him before them, that he advifed him to live "at 
eafe; that the finances and the command of the army 
were difpofed of, and that when he had occafion for his 
advice, he would fend for him to court. The queen 
received him in a yet colder manner than the king,' and 
fhe even reproached him for. having told the late Jung, 
%lraf his children by her did not refemble him. *The 
king of Navarre arrived, and was no better received; 

the 
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the prince of Conde, more impatient than his brother, 
complained aloud, but to no purpofe : he was removed 
from court, under pretence of being font to Flanders to 
fign the ratification of the peace. They (hewed the 
king of Navarre a forged letter from the king of Spain, 
which charged him with a defign of feizing that king's 
fbrtrefles ; they put him in fear for his dominions, and 
TMde him take a refolution to go to Bearn ; the queen 
furnifhed him with an opportunity, by appointing Jiim 
to conduct madam Elizabeth, and obliged him to fet 
out before her ; fo that there remained no body at court 
that could balance the power of the houfe of Guife. - 

Though it was a mortifying circumftance for mon- 
fieur de Cleves not to conduct madam Elizabeth ; yet he 
could not complain of it, l>y reafbn of the greatnefs of 
the perfon preferred before him ; he regretted the lofi 
of his employment not- fo much on account of the 
honour he mould have received from it, as becaufe it 
would have given him an opportunity of removing his 
wife from court, without the appearance of defign 
in iu 

A few days after the king's death, it was refolved the 
new king mould go to Rheims to be crowned. As foon 
as this journey was talked of, madam de Cleves, who 
had ftaid at home all this while under pretence of illnefs, 
entreated her hufband to difpenfe with her following- 
the court, and to give her leave to go to take the airat 
Colomiers for her health : he anfwered, That whether 
her health was, the rcaftm or not of her define, however, 
he confented to it : nor was it very difficult for him to 
cenfe.nt to a thing he had refolved upon before : as 
good an opinion as he had of his wife's virtue, he 
thought it imprudent to exp»fe her any longer to the 
fight of a man Die was in love with. 

The duke de Nemours was foon informed, that n& 
dam de Cleves was not to go along with the court ; he 
could not find in his heart to fet out without feeing hot* 
and' therefore, the night before his journey, he went to 

her 
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herhoufe 213 late as decency would allow him, in ordar 
to find her alone. Fortune favoured his intention 5 and 
madam de Nevers and madam de Martigues, whom he 
met in the court as theywere coming out, informed 
him they had left her alone. He went up in a concern 
and ferment of mind to be paralleled only by that 
which madam de Cleves was under, when fhe was told 
the duke de Nemours was come to fee her. The fear 
left he ihould fpeak to her of his paffion, and left (he' 
mould anfwer him too favourably; the uneafmefs thi* 
vjfit might give her hufband ; the difficulty of giving 
him an account of it, or of concealing it from him$ 
all thefe things prefented themfelves to her imagination 
at once, and threw her into Co great an embarraument, 
that fhe refolved to avoid the thing of the world which 
perhaps ihe wilhed for the molt. She fent one of her 
women to the duke de Nemours, who was in her anti- 
chamber, to tell him that ihe had lately been very ill,, 
and that ihe was forry fhe could not receive the honour 
which he defigned her. What an affliction was it to 
the duke not to fee madam de Cleves, and therefore 
not to fee her,, becaufe ihe had no mind he fhould 1 
He was' to go away the next morning, and had nothing 
further ta hope from Fortune. He had faid nothing to 
her iince that converfation at the queen-dauphin's 
apartments, and he had reafon to believe that this im- 
prudence in telling the vifcount his adventure had de* 
Brayed all his expectations ; in a word, he went away 
with every thing that could exafperate his grief. 

No fooner was madam de Cleves recovered from Ihe 
confufion which the thought of receiving a vifit from 
the duke had given her, but all the reafons which had 
made her refufe it vaniihed ; ihe was even fatisfied ihe 
had been to blame ; and had five dared, or had it not 
been too late, ihe would have had him called back. 

* Madam de Nevers and madam de Martigues went' 
£wwi the princefs of Cleves to the queen-dauphin's/ 
where they found monficnr de Cleves, The queen- 

' Vol. II. - G . 7 ( ^ " dauphin 
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dauphin, aflced them from whence they came ; they 
faid they came from madam de Cleves, where they had 
{pent part of the afternoon with a great deal of com- 
pany, and that they had left nobody there but the 
duke de Nemours. Thefe words, which they thought 
fo indifferent, were not fuch with monfieur de Cleves : 
though he might well imagine the duke de Nemours 
Kad frequent opportunities of (peaking to his wife, yet 
the thought that he was now with her, that he was 
there alone, and that he might (peak to her of his 
love, appeared to him at this time a thing fo new and 
infupportable, that jealoufy kindled in his heart with 
greater violence than ever. It was impoflible for him 
to (lay at the queen's ; he returned from thence, with* 
out knowing why he returned, or if he defigned to go 
and interrupt the duke de Nemours. He was no fooner 
Come home, but he looked about him to fee if there 
was any thing by which he could judge if the duke war 
flill there ; it was fome comfort to him to find he was gone, 
and it Was a pleafure to reflect that he could not have been 
long there : he fancied, that, perhaps, it was not the 
duke de Nemours of whom he had reafon to be jealous ; 
and though he did not doubt of it, yet he endeavoured 
to doubt of it ; but he was convinced of it by fo many 
circumftances, that he continued not long in that plea- 
Jing uncertainty. He immediately went into his wife's 
room, and after having talked to her for fbme time, 
about indifferent matters, he could not forbear a&ing 
her what (he had done ? and who (he had feen ? Apd. 
accordingly (he gave him an account. When he found 
Ihe did not name the duke de Nemours, he aflced her 
trembling, if thofe were all (he had feen, in order to 
give her an occafion to name the duke, and that he,, 
might not have the grief to fee (he made ufe pf any 
evafion. As (he had not feen him, (lie cLJdnpt.nam^ 
him ; when monfieur de Cleves with aqpents of farrow^ 
faid, And have you not feen the duke <le Nemours ? 
or, Have you forgot him ? — 1 have not feen him, indeed,. 
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anfweredihe. I was ill, and fent one of my women tre 
make my excufes. — You was ill then only for him* 
replied 1 mbnfieurde Cleves, fince you admitted the 
vifits of others : Why this diftinftion with refpeft to the 
duke de Nemours ? Why is not he to you as another 
man ? Why mould you be afraid of feeing him ? Why 
do you let him perceive that you are fo ? Why do yo» 
fliew him, that you make ufe of the power which his 
paffion gives you over him ? Would you dare refufe'to 
fee him, but that you know he diftinguimes your rigour 
from incivility ? But why mould you exercife that 
rigour towards him ? From a perfon like you, all things 
are favours, except indifference. — I did not think, 
replied madam de Cleves, whatever fufpicions you have 
of the duke de Nemours, that you could reproach me 
for not admitting a vifit from him. — But J do reproach 
you, madam, replied he, and I have good ground for 
fo doing ; why mould you not fee him, if he has faid 
nothing to you ? But, madam, he has fpoke to you ; 
if his paffion had been exprefled only by filence, it 
would not have made fo great an impreffion upon you % 
you have not thought fit to tell me the whole truth j 
you have concealed the* greateft part from me; you 
have repented even of the little you have acknowledged ; 
and you have not the refolution to go on ; I am more 
unhappy than I imagined, more unhappy than any 
other man in the world. You are my wife ; I. Jove you 
as my miftrefs, and fee you at the fame time in love 
• with another, with the moft amiable man of the court ; 
and he fees you every day, and know, you are in love 
with him: Alas'. I believed that you would conquer 
your paflion for him ; but fure I had loft my reafoa 
when I believed it was poffible. — I do not know, re-^ 
plied madam de Cleves very forrowfully, whether you" 
was to blame in judging favourably of fo extraordinary 
a proceeding as mine; nor do I know if I was not 
miftaken, when I thought you would do me, juftice. 
—Doubt it not, madam, replied monfieijr d« Cloves, 
> : G 2 • yon 
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you was miftaken ; you expe&ed from me things as 
impoffibie as thofe I expe&ed from you : How could you 
liope I mould continue mailer of my reafbn ? Had you 
forgot that I was defperatcly in love with you, and 
that I was your huiband ? Either of thefe two cireum- 
fiances is enough to hurry a man into extremities. What 
may they' not do both together? Alas ! What do they 
not do ? My thoughts are violent and uncertain, and I 
am not able to controul them; I no longer think my- 
felf Worthy of you, nor do I think you are worthy 
of me; I adore you, I hate you j I offend you, I afk 
your pardon ; I admire you, I Mum for my admiration : 
in a word, I have nothing of tranquillity or reafon left 
* about me. I wonder {iow I have been able to live iince 
you fpoke to mc at Colomiers, and iince you learned, 
from what the queen-dauphin told you, that your ad- 
venture was known ; I cannot difcover how it came to 
!be known, nor what pa/Ted between the duke de Ne- 
mours and you upon that fubjeft; you will never 
explain it to me, nor do I defire you to do it ; I only 
defire you to remembei, that you have made me the 
jnoft unfortunate, the moft wretched of men. 

Having fpoke thefe words, monfieur'de Cleves left 
his wife, and fet out the next day without feeing her ; 
.but he writ her a letter full of fosrow, and at the fame 
time very kind and obliging. She gave an anfwer to it 
fo moving, and fo full of afTurances both as to her paft and 
future condttdfc, that as thofe afTurances were grounded 
in truth, and were the real effe& of her Comments, 
the letter made great imprefSons on monfieur de Cleves, 
and gave him fome tranquillity ; add to this, that the 
duke de Nemours, going to the king as well as himfelf, 
he had the fatisfaction to know that he would not be in 
the fame place with madam de Cleves. Every time 
that lady fpoke to her huiband, the paflion he exprefled 
ibr her, the Aandfomeneis of his behaviour, the friendfhip 
ihe had for him, and the thought of what fhe owed 
him, made imprcfions in her heart that weakened the 

idea 
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idea ef the duke de Nemours : but it did not continue 
long ; that idea foon returned more lively than before. 
For a few days after the duke was gone, (lie was 
hardly fenfible of his abfenee; afterwards it torture^ 
her : ever fince fhe had been in love with him, there did 
not pafs a day, but fhe either feared or wiihed to meet 
him ; and it was a wounding thought to her to confider, 
that it was no more in the power of Fortune to contrive 
their meeting. 

She Went to Coloralers, and ordered to be carried 
thither the large pictures fhe had caufed to be copied 
from the originals which the duchefs of Valehtinob had 
procured to be drawn for her fine houfe of Annet. AH 
the remarkable aelions that had paft in the late king's 
ttign were reprefented in thefe pieces, and among the 
reft was the fiege of Metz ; and all thofe who had dif- 
tinguHhed themfelves at that fiege were painted much to 
the life. The duke de Nemours was of this number ;- 
and it was that, perhaps, which had made madam de 
Cleves defirous ^f having the pictures. 

Madam de Martigues not being able to go along with* 
the court, promifed her to come and pafs fome days at 
Colomiers. Though they divided the queen's favour, 
they lived together without envy or coldnefs ; they were 
friends, but not confidantes : Madam de Cleves knew 
that madam de Martigues was in love with the vifcount-; 
but madam de Martigues did not know that madam de 
Cleves was in love with the duke de Nemours, nor that 
fte was beloved by him. The relation madam de Clevea 
had to the vifcount, made her more dear to madam de 
Martigues ; and madam de Cleves was alfo fend of her 
as a perfon who was in love as well as herfelf, and with 
aa intimate friend of her own lover. 

Madam de Martigues came to Colomiers according 
to her promife, and found madam de Clayes living in a 
very folitary manner : that princefs affected a perfect "' 
fclitude, and pafTed the evenings in her garden, without 
being accompanied even by her domefticks ; fhe fre- 
G 3 quendy 
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quenrly came into the pavilion where the duke de 
Nemours had overheard her converfation with hejr 
\ liufband ; fhe delighted to be in the bower that was 
opeft to the garden, while her women and attendant* 
waited in the other bower under the pavillion* and 
never came to her but when fhe called them. Madam 
de Martigues- having never feen Colomiers^ was fur- 
prized at the extraordinary beauty of it, and particular^ 
ly-with the pleafantnefs of the pavilion. Madam Jfre 
Cleves and fhe ufually pafTed the evenings there. The 
liberty of being alone in the night in. lb agreeable a 
ptece, would not permit the converfation to end loon 
between two young ladies, whole hearts were enflamrd 
with violent paffions; and they took great pleafuxe in 
converting together, though they were not confidantes* 
Madam de Martigues would have left Colomiers with 
great relu&ance, had Ihe not quitted it to go to a place 
where the vifconnt was : Ihe let oat for Ghamborv the 
COMt being there. 

The king had been anointed at Rheims by tbecaidi^ 
n&l ©f Loralme, and the defign was to "Jpals the reft of 
the Amuser at the calUe of Chambort, which was newly 
built. The queeri exprelTed a great deal of joy upon 
Seeing madam de Martigues again at court ; and after 
Jiaving given her feveral proofs of it, fhe afked her how 
madam de Cleves did, and in what manner fhe patted 
Jier time in the country. The duke de Nemours and 
the prince of Cleves were with the queen at" that time. 
Madam de Martigues, who had been charmed with 
Colomiers, related all the beauties of it, and enlarged 
extremely on the defcription of the pavilion in the 
foreft, and on the pleafure madam de Cleves took in 
walking there alone part of the night. The duke de 
Nemours, who llnew the place well enough to under- 
Hand what madam de Martigues faid of it, thought it 
V^as not impoflible to fee madam de Cleves there, with- 
out^ being feen by any body but her. He aflced madam 
de Martigues feme queftions to get further lights j and 

the 
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the prince of Cleves, who had eyM him very ftrklly 
while madam de Martigues was fpeaking, thought he 
knew what his defign was. The queilions the duke afked 
ftill more confirmed him in that thought, fo that he 
made no doubt but his intention was to go and fee his 
wife; he was not miHaken in his fufpicions. This de- 
fign entered fo deeply into the duke de Nemours^s mind, 
that after having fpent the nig -it in confidering the 
proper methods to execute it, he went betimes the next 
morning to afk the king's leave to go to Paris, on fome 
pretended occafion. 

Monfienr de Cleves was in no doubt concerning the 
occafion of his journey ; and he refolved to inform him- 
felf as to his wife's conducl, and to continue no longed 
in Jo cruel an uncertainty ; he had a de£re to fet out 
the fame time as the duke de Nemours did, and to 
hide himfelf where he might difcover the fuccefi of the 
journey ; bat fearing hb departure might appear extra- 
ordinary, and left the duke, being adverttfed of it, 
might take other meafures, he refolved to trait this 
bufineis to a gentleman of his, whofe fidelity and wit 
he was altered of: he related to him the embarraiTment 
he was under, and what the virtue of his wife had been 
till that time ; and ordered him to follow the duke de 
Nemours, to watch him narrowly, to fee if he did not 
go to Colomiers, and if he did not enter the garden in 
the night. 

The gentleman, who was very capable of this com- 
nuffion, acquitted himfelf of it with all the exadtnefs 
imaginable. He followed the duke to a village within 
half a league of Colomiers, where the duke flopped; 
and the gentleman eanly guefled his meaning was to ftay 
there till night. He did not think it convenient t© 
wait there, but parted on, and placed himfelf in that 
part of the foreil where he thought the duke would paTs. 
He took his meafures very right ; for it was no fooner 
night, but he heard fomebody cqming that way ; and 
though it was dark, he eafily knew the duke de Ne- 
G 4 tnoursj; 
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mours ; he faw him walk round the garden, as with a 
defign to liften if he could hear any body, and to chufe 
the moft convenient place to enter : the palifades were 

, very high and double, in order to prevent people from 
c6ming in, fo that it was very difficult for tke duke to 
get ever ; however, he made a fhift to do it. He was 
no fooner in the garden, but he difcovered where 
madam de Cleves was; he faw a great light in the 
bower, all the windows of it were open; upon this, 
flipping along by the fide of the palifade, he came up 
clofe to it, and one may eafily judge what were the 
amotions of his heart at that inftant : he took his ftation 
behind one of the windows, which ferved him con* 
veniently to fee what madam de Cleves was doing* 
lie faw me was alone ; he faw her fo inimitably t>eau* 
tiful, that he could fcarce govern- the tranfports which 
that fight gave him. The weather was hot, her. head 
and neck were uncovered, and her hair hung carelefly 
about her. She lay on a couch with a table before Her, 
en which were feveral bafkets full of ribbands, out of 
which me chofe feme ; and he obferved (he choffe thoft 

' colours which he wore at the tournament. He faw her 
*iake them up into knots for an Indian cane, which had 
bten his, and which he had given to his filter; madam 
de Cleves took it from her, without feeming to know 
it had belonged to the duke. After fhe had finifhed 
her work with the fweeteft grace imaginable, the tenti- 
ments of her heart mewing thcmfelves in her counte- 
nance, fhe took a wax candle, and came to a great tabfe 
over againft the picture of *he fiege of Metz, in which 
was the portrait of the duke de Nemours ; me fat down 
and fet herfelf to look upon that pourtrait, with an at- 
tention and thoughtfulnefs which love only can give. 

It is impoffible to exprefs what monficur de Nemours 
felt at this moment; to fee, at midnight, in the fmeft 
place in the world, a lady he adored ; to fee her with*' 
out her knowing that he faw her, and to find her wholly 
take* up with things that related to hi*i, and to the 
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paffion which ihe concealed from him ; this is what was 
aever tailed nor imagined by any other lover. 

The duke was fo transported and befide himfelf, that , 
he-continued motionlefs, with his eyes fixed on madam 
de Cleve*, without thinking how precious his time was : 
when he was a little recovered, he thought it beft not 
fo ipeak to her till fhe came into the garden ; and 
he imagined he might do it there with more fafety, 
becaufe ihe would be at a greater diftance from her 
women; but finding ihe fiaid in the bower, he re- 
vived to go i* ? when he was upon the point of doing . 
. it, what was his conf ufipn ! How fearful was he of dif- 
pleaiing her, and of changing that countenance, where 
fo much fweetnefs dwelt, into looks of anger and re*- 
fentment ! 

Tdcome to fee -madam de Cfeves, without being feen 
by her, had no impudence in it ; but to- think of fhew- 
ing himfelf appeared very unwlie ; a thoufand things 
*ow came into his mind which he had not thought of 
before ; it carried in it fomewhat extremely bold and 
extravagant, xq furpriac in the middle of the night a 
gerfon to whom he had never yet fpoke of his paifion : 
he thought he had no reafon to expect (he would hear 
him, but that fhe would jufiiy refent the danger to * 
which he expofed her by . accidents which might rife 
from this attempt : all his courage left him, and he was 
fcvcral times upon the point of* refolving to go back .: 
again without (hewing humfelf ; yet urged by the defirc 
?/ fpeaking to her, and heartened by the hopes which 
every thing he had feen gave him, he advanced fomo 
ftcps ; but in fuch difbrder, that a fcarf he Jiad on en- 
tangled in the window, and made a noife. Mafciam de 
Clcves turned about ; and whether her fancy was full of 
him, -or that fhe. flood in a place fo directly to the light ; 
that ihe might .know him, the thought it was he ; and 
without the lead heikatioa, or turning towards the place 
where he was^ fhe entered the bower where her woiaea. 
Were. On her entering fhe was in fuch diforder, that 
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, to conceal it, fhe was forced to fay ftie was ill : fhe faid 
it too in order to employ her people about her, "and to 
give the duke time to retire. When (he had made ibme 
refle&ion, (he thought (he had been deceived, and that 
her fancying (he faw monfieur de Nemours was only 
the effedl of imagination. She knew he was at Cham- 
tort ; (he faw no probability of his engaging in (b 
hazardous an enterprife ; fhe had a defire feveral times 
to re-enter the bower, and to fee if there was any body 
in the garden. She wilhed, perhaps, as much as fhe 
feared, to find the duke de Nemours there ; but at laft, 
reafon and prudence prevailed over her other thoujghts, 
and (he found it better to continue in the doubt fhe was 
in, than to run the hazard of fatisfyrng herfelf about 
it. She was a long time ere (he could refolve to leave a 
place to which (he thought the duke was fo near ; and it 
was almoft day-break when (hereturned to the caftle. 

The duke de Nemours (laid in the garden, as long as 
there was any light ; he was not withotft hopes of fee- : 
ing madam de Cleves again, though he was convinced 
that lhe knew hhn, and that (he went away only to avoid 
him ; but when he found the doors were (hut, he knew 
he had nothing more to hope ; he went to take horfe 
near the place .where monfieur de Oeves's gentleman 
was watching him. This gentleman followed him to the 
feme village where he had left him in the evening. 
The duke refolved to ftay there all the day, in -order "to 
return at night to Colomiers, to fee if madam de Cleves 
would yethave the cruelty to (hun him, or- not expofe 
herfelf to view : though he was very much pleafed to 
find himfelf* fo much in her thoughts, yet was he 
extremely grieved, at the fame time, to fee her fb na- 
turally bent to avoid him. 

Never was paffion fo tender and fo violent as that of 
monfieuT de Nemours ; he walked under the willows-, 
along a little brook which ran -behind the houfe, where 
he lay concealed ; he kept himfelf as much out of the 
way as poffible, that he might not be feen by any body ; 

he 
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lie abandoned himfelf to the tranfports of his love; and 
his heart was fo full of tendernefs, that he was forced to 
kt fall fome tears : but thofe tears were fuch as grief 
alone could not fhed ; they had a mixture of fweetnefs 
andpleafure in them, which is to be found only in love. 
He fet himfelf to recal to mind all the aftions of 
madam de Cleves ever fince he had been in love with 
her ; her cruelty and rigour, and that modefty and de- 
cency of behaviour (he had always obferved towards 
him, though fhe loved him.: For, after all, (he loves, 
me, faid he ; me loves me ; I cannot doubt of it ; the 
deepeft engagements and the greateft favours are not 
more certain proofs than thofe I have had. In the 
mean time, I am treated with the fame rigour as if I 
were hated; I hoped _ fomething from time, but J 
have no reafon to expect it any longer ; I fee her 
always equally on her guard againft me and againft 
herfelf ; if I were not loved, I mould make it my 
bufinefs to pleafe; but I do pleafe ; fhe loves me, and 
tries to hide it from me. What have I then to hope, 
and what change ami to expeft in my fortune ? Though 
I am loved by the moft amiable perfon in the world, I 
am under that excefs of paflion which proceeds from the 
firft certainty of being loved by her, only to make me 
more fenfible of being ill ufed. Let me fee that you love 
me, fair- princefs, cried he,' make me acquainted with 
your fenliments ; provided I know them once in my 
life frora you, I am content that you refume for ever 
the cruelties with which you opprefs me ; look upon 
me, at lea ft, with the fame eyes with which I faw yon 
look that night upon my pi&ure; could you behold 
that with fuch fweet complacency, and yet avoid me, 
with fo much cruelty ? What are you afraid of ? Why 
does my love appear fo terrible to you ? You love me, 
a.nd you endeavour in vain to conceal it ; you have even 
given me involuntary proofs of it ; I know my happi* 
nefs \ permit me to enjoy it, and ceafe to make me un-- 
iappy. Is It, po&bie I mould be loved by the princef* 
G 6 , of. 
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©f Clevcs, and yet be unhappy ? How beautiful was 
(he laft night 1 . How could I forbear throwing myfelf at 
her feet? If I had done it, I might perhaps have 
hindered her from fhunning me ; my refpettful be- 
haviour would have removed her fears; but, perhaps, 
after all, me did not know it was I ; I "afRi& myfelf 
more than I need ; me was only frighted to fee a mait 
at fo unfeafonable an hour. ' 

Thefe thoughts employ'd the duke de Nemours all the 
day ; he wilhed impatiently for the night ; and as foon 
as it came, he returned to Colomiers. Monfieur dc 
Cleyes's gentleman, who was difguifed that he might 
be lefs obferved, followed him to the place to which he 
had followed him the evening before, and faw him 
enter the garden again. The duke foon perceiv- 
ed that madam de Cleves had not run the rifque of 
his making another effort to fee her, the doors being al! 
mut j he looked about on all fides to fee if he could 
difcover any light, but he faw hone. 

Madam de Cleves, fufpedting he might return, con- 
tinued in her chamber ; fhe had reafon to apprehend 
flie fhould not always have the power to avoid him, and 
ihe would not fubmit herfelf to the hazard of fpeaking 
to him in a manner that would have been unfuitable to 
Ihe condudl fhe had hitherto obferved. . % 

Monfieur de Nemours, though he had no hopes of 
feeing her, could not find in his heart foon to leave a 

£lace where fhe fo often was ; he pafTed the whole night 
i the garden, and found fome pieafure, at leaft, in fee- 
ing the fame objects which Ihe faw every day ; it was 
near fun-rife before he thought of retiring ; but at laft, 
the fear of being difcovered obliged him to go away. 
It was impoflible for him to return to court without 
t iceing madam de Cleves ; he made a vifit to his filler 
the duchefs of Mercceur, at her houfe near Colomiersv 
.She was extremely furprized at Jier brother's arrival ; 
but he invented fo probable a pretence for his. journey, 
and coadu&edhis plot fafkilfully, that be drew her ta 

make 
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m&ke the firft propofal herfelf of viiiting madam de 
Cleves. This propofal was executed that very 4ay, and 
monfieuf de Nemours told his fitter, that he would leave 
her at Colomiers, in order *o go dire&Iy to the king; 
he formed this pretence of leaving her at Colomiers, iii 
hopes (he would take her leave before him; and he 
thought he had found out by that means an infallible 
way of fpeaking to madam de Cleves. 

The princefs of Cleves, when they arrived, was 
walking in her garden ; the fight of monfieur de Ne- 
mours gave her no fmall uneafmefs, and put her out of 
doubt that it was he fhe had feen the foregoing nights. 
The certainty of his having done £0 bold and impru- 
dent a thing, gave her fome little refentment againft 
Mm ; and the duke obferved an air of coldnefs in her 
face, which fenfibly grieved him. The converfation 
turned upon indifferent matters ; and yet he had the 
&ill all the while to Ihevv fo much wit, complaifance, 4 
and admiration for madam de Cleves-, that part of the 
coldnefs fhe exprefled towards him at firft, left her iiu 
fpite of herfelf. 

When his fear* were over, and he began to take heart, 
he mewed an extreme curiofity to fee the pavilion in. 
the foreftj he fpoke of it as of the moft agreeable place 
in the world, and gave fo exatt a description of it, that 
tnadam de Mercoeur faid, he muft needs have been there 
feveral times to know all the particular beauties of it fa* 
well.- And yet I do not believe, replied madam de 
Cleves, that the duke de Nemours was ever there ; it 
has been fmifhed but a little while. — It is not long 
fincelwas there, replied the duke, looking upon her, 
and I do nat know if I ought not to be glad you have 
forgot you faw me there. Madam de Mercosur, being 
taken up in obferving the beauties of the gardens, did 
not attend to what her brother faid ; madam de Cleves 
blamed, and with her eyes cafldown, without looking 
on monfieur de Nemours, I do not remember, faid 
tie, to haye feen you there ; and if you have been there, 
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it was without my knowledge. — It is true, madam, 
replied he, I . was there without your orders, and I 
pailed there the moft fweet and cruel moments ©Fmy 
life; 

Madam de Cleves underftood very well what he faid» 
but made him no anfwer ; her care was to prevent ma- 
dam de Mercosur from going into the bower, becaufe 
the duke de Nemours's picture was there, and ihe had 
no mind lhe mould fee it; fhe managed the matter Co 
well, that the time patted away infenfibly, and madam 
-de Mercceur began to talk of going home : but^vhen 
madam de Cleves found that the duke and his iifier'did 
not go together, ftie plainly faw to what (he was going 
tobeexpofed; /he found herfelf under the fame^ejn- 
barrailment (lie was in at Paris, and took alfo the fame 
refolution ; her fear, left this vifit mould be a further 
confirmation of her huiband's fufpicions, .did not a little 
contribute to determine her ; and to the end moniieur 
d& Nemours might not remain alone with her, ihe told 
madam de Mercoeur ihe would wait upon her to the 
borders of the foreft, and ordered her chariot to be got 
ready. t The duke -was«itruck with fuch a violent grief,, 
to find that madam de Cleves ftill continued to exercife 
the fame rigour towards him, that he turned pale that 
moment. Madam de Mercceur ajked him if he was ill ; 
but he looked upon madam de Cleves without being 
perceived by any body elfe, and made her fehiible by 
his' looks, that he had no other illnefs beiides defpair. - 
Jlowever, there was no remedy, but he muft let them 
go together, without daring to follow them ; after what 
he had told his fifter, that he was- to go directly to court, 
he could not return with her, but went to Paris, and 
Jet out from thence the next day. — 

Moniieur de Cleves's gentleman had obferved him all 
the while ; he returned alfo to Paris ; and when he found, 
monfieur de Nemours was fet out for Chambort, he 
took pod to get thither before him, and to give an ac- 
count cf his journey. His mailer expected his return 

with 
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with impatience, as if the happinefs or unhappinefs of 
Ms life depended upon it. , 

As foon as he faw him, he judged from Jiis counte- 
nance and filence, that the news he brought was very 
difagreeable ; he was flruck with forrow, and continu- 
ed fome time without being able to fpeak ; at laft he 
made figns with his hand to him to withdraw: Go, 
fays he, I fee what you have to fay to iie, but I have 
not the power to hear it. — I can acquaint you with no-r 
thing, faid the gentleman, upon which one % can form 
any certain judgment ; it is true, the duke de Nemours 
went two nights fucceifively into the garden in the forefl j 
and the day after, he was at Colomiers with the duchefs 
of Mercceur. — It is enough, replied monfieurde Cleves, 
ftill making figns to him to withdraw ; it is enough, I 
want no further information. The gentleman was 
forced to leave his mafter, abandoned to defpair ; nor 
ever was defpair more violent. Pew men of fo high a 
fpirit, and fo paffionately in love as the prince oT 
Cleves, have experienced at the fame time the grief 
arifing from the falfhood of a miftrefs, and the fhame 
of being deceived by a wife. 

Monfieur de Cleves could fet no bounds to his afflic- 
tion ; he fell ill of a fever that very night, and his dif- 
temper was accompanied with fuch fymptoms, that it 
was thought very dangerous. Madam de Cleves was 
informed of it, and came in all hafte to him :, when fhe 
arrived, he was ftill worfe ; befides, fhe obferved fome- 
thing in him fo cold arid chilling with refpect to her, 
that fhe was equally furprized and grieved at it; ; he. 
even feemed to receive with pain the fervices fhe did 
him in his ficknefs ; but at laft, fhe imagined it was, 
perhaps, only the effect of his diftemper. , * 

' When fhe was come to Blois, where the court then 
Was; the duke de Nemours was overjoy'd to think fhe 
was at the" fame place where he was ; he endeavoured to 
fee her, and went every day to the prince of Cleves's 
vnder pretence of enquiring how he did ; but it was to 

no 



d by Google 



t^S TH» PRINCESS OFCLEVBS; Part TV. - 

«o purpofe ; me did not ftir out of her hufband's room, 
and was grieved at heart for the condition he was in. 
It vexed monfieur de Nemours to fee her under fuch 
afBi&ion, an affliction which he plainly faw revived 
the friendfhip fhe had for monfieur de Cleves*, and 
diverted the paflion that lay kindling in her heart. The 
thought of this mocked him feverely for fome time ; 
hut the extremity to which monfieur de Cleves's fick- 
nefs was grown, opened to him a fcene of new hopes y 
he faw it was probable that madam de Cleves would be 
at liberty to follow her own inclinations, and that he* 
might expeft for the future a feries of happinefs and 
lafHng pleafures ; he could not fupport the ecftafy of 
that thought, a thought fo full of tranfport ! he ha* 
nithed it out of. his mind for fear of becoming doubly 
wretched, if he happened to be difappointed . in his~ 
hcpes- 

In the mean' time monfieur de Cleves was given dve> 
by his phyficianS. One of the laft days of his illnefs, . 
after having had a very bad night, he faid in the morn- 
ing, he had a defire to fleep ; but madam de Cleves, , 
who remained alone in his chamber, found that inftead 
of taking repofe he was extremely reftlefs ; fhe cam£ 
to him, and fell on her knees by m> bed- fide, her face 
all covered with tears ; and though monfieur de Cleves » 
had taken a refolution not to fhew her the violent dif- 
pleafure he had conceived againft her, yet the care fh« - 
took of him^ and the forrow fhe exprefTed, which fome- 
times he thought fincere, and at other times the effect 
of her diflimulation and perfidioufnefs, diftra&ed him • 
fo violently with oppofite fentiments full of woe, that 
he could not forbear giving them vent. 

You fhed plenty of tears, madam, faid he, fcr a * 
death which you. are the caufe of, and which cannot • 
give you the trouble you pretend to be in ; I am no * 
longer in a condition to reproach you, added he with 
a voice weakened by ficknefs and grief; I die through 
the dreadful grief, and difcontent you have given me ; 

ought 
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©ught fo extraordinary an a&ion, as that of your 
fpeaking to me at Colomiers, to have had fo little con- 
fequences ? Why did you inform me of your paflion 
for the duke de Nemours, if your virtue wa* no longer 
able to oppofo it I I loved you to that extremity, I 
would hate been glad to have been deceived, I confeft 
it to my fliame ; I have regretted that pleafing, falfe 
fecurity out of which you drew *m* : Why did not you 
leave me in that blind tranquillity which fo many nufc. 
bands enjoy ? I mould, perhaps, have been ignorant all 
my life that you was in love with monficur de Ne- 
mours* I mall die; added he ; but know, that you make 
death pleafing to me, and that, after you have taken 
from me the efteem and affection I had for you, life 
would be odious to me. What fhould I live for ? To 
ipeikl my days with a perfon whom I have loved ft> 
much, and by whom I have been fo cruelly deceived j 
or. to live apart from her, and break out openly into 
violences fo oppofite to my temper, and the love I had 
for you ? That love, madam, was far greater than it 
appeared to you; I concealed the greateft part of it 
from you, for fear of being importunate, or of lofing 
foaiewhat in your efteem by a behaviour not becoming 
a hufband : in a word, I deferved your affection; and I 
die without regret, fince I have not been able to obtain 
it, and fince I can no longer defire it. Adieu, madam ! . 
you will one day regret a man who loved you with a 
iincere and virtuous paflion f you will feel the anxiety 
which reafonable perfons meet with in intrigue and ga- 
lantry ; and you will know the difference between fuch a, 
love as I had for you, and the love of people who only 
profefs admiration for you to gratify their vanity in, 
ieducing you ; but my death will leave you at liberty, 
and you may make the duke de Nemours happy without 
guilt : What fignifies any thing that can happen when~ 
I am no more ; and why fhould \ have the weaknefs to 
trouble myfelf about it I 

Madam, 
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Madam de Cleves was fo far from imagining that her 
huibahd fufpe&ed her virtue, that (he heard all this di£ 
courfe without comprehending the meaning of it, and 
without having any other notion about it, except that* he 
reproached her for her inclination for the duke de Ne- 
mours ; at laft, flarting- all of a fudden out of her 
blindnefs, I guilty ! eried me, I am a ftranger to the 
very thought of guill ; the feverefl virtue could not have 
infpired any other conduct than that which I have 
followed, and I never acled any thing but what I could 
have wifhed you to have been witnefs to. — Could yon 
have wifhed, replied monfieur de Cleves, looking on 
her with diftain, I had been a witnefs of thofe nights 
you palTed with monfieur d^e Nemours ? Ah ! madam, 
" is it you I fpeak of, when I fpeak of a lady that has 
patied nights with a man not her huiband ?— No, fir, 
replied ihe, it is not me you fpeak of ; I never (pent a 
night sor a moment with the duke de Nemours ; he 
never faw me in private, I never fullered him to do it, 
nor would give him a hearing.— Speak no more of it, 
laid he, interrupting her; ialfe oaths or a confeffion 
would perhaps give me equal pain. Madam de Cleves 
could not anfwer him ; her tears and her grief took 
away her fpeech ; at lait, ftruggling for utterance, 
Look on me at leafi, hear me, faid fhe ; if my intereft 
only were concerned I would fuffer thefe reproaches, 
-but your life is at ftake^ hear me for your own fake ;' 
I am foinnocent* Truth pleads fo llrongly forme, it is 
impolfible but I muft convince you.— Would to God 
you could ! cried he f but what can you fay ? The duke 
de Nemours, has not he been at Colomiers with his fitter f 
And did not he pafs the two foregoing nights with you 
in the garden in the foreft?— If that be my crime, rc- 
. plied Ihe, it is eafy to juftify myfelf ; I do not defire 
you to Believe me, believe your fervants and domefticks ; 
ajk them if I went into the garden the evening be- 
* fore monfieur de Nemours came to Colomiers, and if 
I did not go out of it the night before two hours fooner 

than 
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than I ufed to, do ? — After this, flie told him, how fhe 
imagined fhe had Teen fomebody in the garden, and 
acknowledged that fhe believed it to be the duke de 
Nemours ; fhe fpoke to him with fo much confidence, i. 
and truth fb naturally perfuades, even where it is not 
probable, that monfieur de Cleves was almoft convinced 
of her innocence. I do not. know, faid he* whether 
I. ought to believe you ; I am fb near death, that I 
would not know any thing that might make me die 
with reluclance ; you have cleared yonr innocence too 
late ; however it will be a comfort to me to depart with 
the thought that you are worthy of the efteem I have 
had for you ; I beg you I may be allured of this far- 
ther comfort, that my memory will be dear to yon, 
and that if it had been in your power, you would have 
had for me the fame paffion which you had for another. 
He would have gone on, but was fb weak that his fpeech 
failed him. Madam de Cleves fent for the phyficians, 
who found him almoft lifelefs ; yet he languifhed fome 
days, and died at laft with admirable conftancy. 

Madam de Cleves was afflicted to fb violent a degree, 
that fhe loft in a manner the ufe of her reafbn. The 
queen was fo kind as to come to fee her, and carried 
her to a convent without her being fenlible whither 
fhe was conduced ; her fifters-in-law brought her back 
to Paris, before fhe was in a condition to feel diftin&ly 
even her griefs : when fhe was reftored to her faculty 
of thinking, and reflected what a hufband fhe had loll, 
and confidered that fhe had caufed his death by the 
paffion which fhe had for another, the horror fhe had. 
for herfelf and the duke de Nemours was not to be ex- 
freued. "• " 

The duke, in the beginning of her mourning, durft 
pay her no other refpedls but fbch as decency required ;> 
he knew madam de Cleves enough to be fenfible that 
great importunities and eagernefs would be difagreeable 
to her; but what he learned afterwards plainly con- 
vinced: 



d by Google 



HO THE PRINCESS OF CLE VE£. Pah? IV; 

vinced him that lie ought to obferve the fame conduct 
a great while longer. 

A fervant of the duke's informed him, that monfiecr 
de Cleves's gentleman, who was his intimate friend, 
had told him, in the excefs of his grief for the lofs of 
his mailer, that monfieuf de Nemours's journey to Colo- 
miers was the occafion of his death. The duke wat 
extremely furprifed to hear this ; but after having re- 
flected upon it, he guefied the truth in part, and rightly- 
judged what madam de Cieves's fentiments would be 
at frit, and what a di dance it would throw him from 
her, if me thought her hufband's illnefs was oecafioned 
by his jealoufy ; he was of opinion that he ought not 
Co much as to put her in mind of his name very fooa 5 
and he abided by that condud, however fevere it ap- 
peared to him. 

He took a journey to Paris, nor could he forbear 
calling at her houfe to enquire how £he did. He was 
told, that fhe faw nobody, and that fhe had even given 
ftricl orders that they fhould not trouble her with an 
account of any that might come to fee her. Thofe very 
ftrift orders, perhaps, were given with a view to the 
duke, and to prevent her hearing him fpoken of; but 
he was too much in love to be able to live fo abfolutely 
deprived of the fight of madam de Cleves ; he refolveA 
to find the means, let the difficulty be what it would, 
%o get out of a condition which was fo infupportable 
to him. 

The grief of that princefs exceeded the bounds of 
reafon ; a hufband dying, and dying on her account, 
. and with fo nluch tendernefs for her, never went ouc 
of her mind : fhe continually revolved in her thoughts 
what fhe owed him, and fhe condemned herfelf for not 
having had a pafTion for him, as if that had been a 
thing which depended on herfelf; fhe, found no confo- 
lation but in the thought, that fhe lamented him as he 
deferred to be lamented, and that fhe would do nothing 

during 
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during the remainder of her life, but what he would 
have been glad ihe fhould have done, had he lived. 

She had often been thinking how he came to know, 
that the duke de Nemours had been at Colomiers ; fhe 
could not fufpett that the duke himfelf had told it; 
though it was indifferent to her whether he had or no, 
me thought herfelf fo perfectly cured of the paflion lhe 
had had for him ; and yet me was grieved at the heart 
to think that he was the caufe of her hufband's death ; 
and (he remembered with pain the fear moniieur de 
Cleves exprefTed, when dying, left fhe fhould marry the 
duke : but all thefe griefs were fwallowed up in that 
for the lofs of her hufband, and fhe thought fhe had np 
other but that one. 

. After feveral months the violence of her grief abated, 
and fhe fell into a languifliing kind of melancholy. 
-Madam de Martigues made a journey to Paris, and 
'constantly vifited her during the time fhe ftaid there : 
me entertained her with an account of the court, and 
what palled there ; and though madam de Cleves ap- 
peared unconcerned, yet ftill fhe continued talking on 
that fubjeft in hopes to divert her. 

She talked to her of the vifcount, of monfieur de 
Guife, and of all others that were diftinguifhed either 
in perfon or merit. As for the duke de Nemours, fays 
fhe, I do not know if ftate-afFairs have not taken pof- 
feffion of his heart in the room of galantry ; he is* 
abundantly lefs gay than he ufed to be, and feems 
wholly to decline the company ' of women ; he often 
takes JQurnies to Paris, and I believe he is there now. 
The duke de Nemours*s name furprifed madam de 
Cleves, and made her blufh ; fhe changed the difcourfe, 
nor did madam de Martigues take notice of her con- 
cern. 

The next day madam de Cleves, who employed her-» 
felf in things fuitable to the condition fhe was in, went 
to a rain's houfe in her neighbourhood, that was famous 
for- working iilk after a particular manner, and fhe 

defigned 

Digitized by GoOgle 



.14* THE PRINCESS OF CLEVES. Part IV* 

defigned to befpeak fome pieces for herfelf. Having 
feen fcveral kind§ of his work, fhe fpied a chamber- 
door, where fhe thought there were more, and defired 
it might be opened : the mafter anfwered, he had not 
the key, and that the room was taken by a man, who 
came there fometimes in the day-time to draw the plans 
and profpe&s of the fine houfes and gardens that were 
to be feen from his windows ; he is one of the hand- 
fomeft men I ever faw, added he, and does not look 
much like one that works for his living ; whenever he 
comes here, I obferve he always looks towards the gar- 
dens and houfes, but I never fee him work. 

Madam de Cleves liftened to this ftory very atten- 
tively ; and what madam de Martigues had told her of 
monfieur de Nemours's coming now and then to Paris, fhe 
applied in her fancy to that handfome man, who came 
to a place fo near her houfe ; and this gave her an idea 
of monfieur de Nemours endeavouring to fee her* 
. which raifed a diforder in her, of which fhe did not 
know the caufe : fhe went towards the windows to fee 
where they looked into, and fhe found they overlooked 
all her gardens, and directly faced her apartment : and 
when fhe was in her own room, fhe could eaiily fee 
that very window where fhe was told the man came to 
take his~profpefts. The thought that it was the duke, 
de Nemours, entirely changed the fituation of her 
mind ; fhe no longer found herfelf in that penfive tran- 
quillity which flie had begun to enjoy, her fpirits were 
ruffled again as with a tempeft : at iaft, not being able 
to flay at homej fhe went abroad to take the air in a 
garden without the fuburbs, where fhe hoped to bs 
alone ; fhe walked about a great while, and fouftd n$ 
likelihood of any one's being there. '• 

Having crofTed a little wildernefs, fhe perceived at 
the end of the walk, in the mbft remote part of the 
garden, a kind of a bower open on all fides, and 
went towards it ; when fhe was hear, fhe faw a man 
lying On the benches, who itemed funk into a deep 
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contemplation, and fhe difcovered it was the duke de 
Nemours : upon this fhe flopped fhort; but her attend- 
ants- made fome noife, which roufed the duke out of 
his mufing : he took no notice who the perfons were 
that difturbed him, but got up in order to avoid the 
company that was coming towards him ; and making a 
low bow, which hindered him from feeing thofe he 
faluted, he turned into another walk. 

If he had known whom he avoided, with what eager- 
nefs would he have returned ! But he walked down the 
alley, and madam de Cleves faw him go out at a back- 
door, where his coach waited for him. What an effect 
did this tranfient view produce in the heart of madairi 
de Cleves ! What a flame rekindled out of the embers 
of her love, and with what violence did it burn ! She 
went and fat down in the fame place from which mon- 
fieui de Nemours was newly rifen, and feemed per- 
fectly overwhelmed ; his image immediately pofTefTed 
her fancy, and fhe confidered him as the mofl amiable 
^trfon in the world, as one who had long loved her with 
a paffion full of veneration and fincerity, flighting all 
for her, paying refpedl even to her grief, to his own 
torture, labouring to fee her without a thought of be- 
* n g ften by her, quitting the court (though the court's 
delight) to come and look on the walls where fhe was 
ftut up, and to pafs his melancholy hours in places 
where he could not hope to meet her; in a word, a 
man whofe attachment to her alone merited returns of 
love ; and for whom fhe had fo flrong an inclination, 
that fhe* mould have loved him, though fhe had not 
been beloved by him; and befides, one whofe quality 
was fuitable to her's : all the obftacles that could rife 
from duty and virtue were now removed, and all the 
trace that remained on her mind of their former condi- 
tion, was the paffion the duke de Nemours had for 
her, and that which fhe had for him. 

All thefe ideas were new to her ; her afRi&ion for 
the death of her hufband had left her no room ft* 

thoughts 
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thoughts of this kind ; but the fight of xnonfieur de Ne-s 
moura revived them, and they crowded again into her 
mind; but when (he had taken her fill of them, and 
remembered that this very man, whom fhe considered 
as a proper match for her, was the fame (he had loved 
in her hu (band's life- time, and was the caufe of his 
death, and that on his death-bed he had exprefTed a fear 
of her marrying him ; her fevere virtue was fo fhocked 
at the imagination, that {he thought it would De as cri- 
minal in her to mzxry xnonfieur de Nemours now, as it 
was to love him before : in fhort, me abandoned herfelf 
to thefe reflections fo pernicious to her happiaefs, and 
fortified herfelf in them by the inconveniency which fh* 
-fbrefaw would attend fuch a marriage. After two hours, 
flay in this place fhe returned home, convinced that it 
was indifpenfably her duty to avoid the fight of the 
man fhe loved. 

But this conviction, which was the effect pf reafoa 
and virtue, did not carry her heart along with itj her 
heart was fo violently fixed on the duke de Nemours, 
that fhe became even an object of companion, and was 
"wholly deprived of reft., Never did fhe pafs a night in 
4b uneafy a manner ; in the morning, the firft thing fhe 
did was to fee if there Was any body at (he window whid| 
looked towards her apartment ; fhe faw^ there monfieux 
de Nemours, and was fo furprifed upon it, and with- 
drew fo haltily, as made him judge lie knew. him; he 
had often wifhed to be feen by her ; ever fince he had 
found cut that method of feeing her, and when he had 
no hopes of obtaining that fatisfaction, his way was to 
go to mufe in the garden where fhe found him. 

Tired at laft with fo unfortunate and uncertain a con- 
dition, he refolved to attempt fomething to determine 
his fate : What fhould I wait for ? faid he. I hare long 
known fhe loves me ; fhe is free ; fhe Jhas no duty now 
to plead againft me; why fhould I fubmi( myfelf to the 
hardfhip of feeing her, without being fljen by her or 
JjKaking to her? Is it pofuble for love fo'abfolutely t* 

have 



d by Google 



Fart IT. THE PRINCESS OF CLEVES. 145, 

have deprived me of rea&n and courage, and to have 
rendered me £o different from what I have been in all 
my other amours ? It was lit I, fhould pay a regard to 
madam de Cleves's grief ; but I do it too long, and I 
give her leifure to extinguifh the inclination fhe had 
forme. 

"After thefe refle&ions, he considered what meafurec 
he ought to take to fee her ; he found he had no longer 
any reafqn to conceal his paflion from the vifcount de 
Chartres; herefolved.tofpeaktohim of it, andtocom- 
municate.to him*hi3 defign with regard to his niece* 

The vifcount was then at Paris, the town being ex- 
tremely full, and every body bufy in . preparing equi- 
pages and dreiTes to attend the king of Navarre, who 
was to conduct the. queen of Spain : monfieur de Ne- 
mours went to the vifcount, and made an ingennout 
confeffion to him of all he had concealed hitherto, ex- 
cept madam de Clevcs's fentiments, which he would 
not feem to know. 

The vifcount received what he told him with a great 
deal of pleafure, and allured him, that though he wat 
not acquainted with his fentiments on that fubjecl, he 
had often thought, fince madam de Cleves had been a 
widow, that (he was the only lady that deferred him% 
Monfieur de Nemours in treated him to give him an op- 
portunity of fpeaking tocher, and learning what difpo* 
fition fhe was in. 

The vifcount propofed to carry him to her houfc y but 
the duke was of opinion (he would be fhocked at it, be- 
caufe as yet me faw nobody ; fo that they agreed, it 
would be better for the vifcount to afk her to come 
to him, under fame pretence, and for the duke to come 
to them by a private ftair-cafe, that he might not be ob- 
ferved. Accordingly this was executed; madam, de 
CleveS came, the vifcount went to receive her, and led 
her into a great clofet at the end of his apartment: fome 
time after monfieur de Nemours came in, as by chance. 
Madam de Cleves was in great furprize to fee him ; fhe 
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bluflied, 2nd endeavoured to hide it. The vifcount at 
firft fpoke of indifferent matters, and then went out, as 
if he had fome orders to give, telling madam de Cleves 
he muft defire lier to entertain the duke in his ftead, and 
that he would return immediately. . 

It is impoflible to exprefs the fentiments of monfieur 
' de Nemours and madam de Cleves, when they faw 
themfelves alone, and at liberty to fpeak to one another, 
as they had never been before : they continued filent a 
while;' at length, iaid monfieur de Nemours, Can you, 
madam, pardon the vifcount for giving me an oppor- 
tunity of feeing you, an4 fpeaking to you, an oppor- 
tunity which you have always fo cruelly denied me? 2 
ought not to pardon him, replied ihe, for having forgot 
the condition I am in, and to what be expofes my repu- 
tation. Having fpoke the/e words, lhe would have 
gone away; but monfieur de Nemours flopping her, 
Fear not, madam, faid he j you have nothing to appre- 
hend; nobody knows I am here; hear me, madam, 
hear me, if not out of goodnefs, yet, at leaft, for your 
own fake, and to free yourfelf from the extravagancies 
which a pafTion I am no longer mafter of will infallibly 
hurry me into. Madam de Cleves now firft yielded to 
the inclination fhe had for the duke de Nemours, and 
beholding him with eyes full of fbftnefs and charms, 
But what can you hope for, fays fhe, from the complai- 
sance you deiire of me ? You will, perhaps, repent that 
you have obtained it, and I fhall certainly repent that 
I have granted it. You deferve a happier fortune than 
you have hitherto had, or than you can have for the fu- 
ture, unlefs youfeek it elfewhere.-.— J, madam, faid he, 
feek happinefs any where elfe ! Or, is there any happL- 
nefs for me, but in your love ? Though I never fpoke 
of. it before, I cannot believe, madam, that you arc 
not acquainted with my paffion, or that you do not 
£now itto be the greateft and moll fincere that ever was; 
What trials has it fuffered in things you are a granger 
$p,l What trials have you put it to by ypur rigour I 
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Since you are defirous I fhould open myfelf to you* 
anfwered madam ' de Cleves, I will comply with you* 
defire, and I will do it with a fincerity that is rarely to 
be met with in perfons of my fex : I fhall not tell you 
that I have not obferved your paffion for me ; perhaps 
yon would not believe me if I fhould tell you fo; I con- 
fefs, therefore, to you, not only that I have obferved it, 
bat that I have obferved it in foch lights as you yourfelf 
could wifh it might appear to me in. — And if you have 
feen my paffion, madam, faid he, is it poffible for you 
not to have been moved by it? And may I venture to ' 
afk* if it has made no impreJBon on your heart? — You 
mould have j udged of that from my conduct, replied Ihe ; 
but 1 fhould be glad to know what you thought of it. — 
I ought to be in a happier condition, replied he, to ven- 
ture to inform you ; my fortune would contradict what 
I fhould fay ; all I can tell you, madam, is, that £ 
heartily wifhedyou had not acknowledged to iBonfieur de> 
Cleves what you concealed from me, and that you had 
concealed from him what you made appear to me,— 
How came you to difcover, replied fhe, blufhing, that I 
acknowledged any thing to monfieur de Cleves?*-— I 
learned it from yourfelf, madam, replied he; but that 
you may the better pardon the boldnefs I fhewed in 
liftening to what you faid, remember if I have made an 
ill ufe of what I heard, if my hopes rofe upon it, or if I 
was the more encouraged to fpeak to you. 

Here he began to relate how he had overheard her 
converfation with monfieur de Cleves; but fhe inter- 
rupted him Before he had finifhed.— Say no more of it> 
faid fhe, I fee how you came to be fo well informed ; i 
fufpeftedyou knew the buiinefs but too well at the 
queen-dauphin's, who learned this adventure from thofe 
you had intrufted with it. 

Upon this monfieur de Nemours informed her in what 

-manner the thing came to pafs. No excufes, fays fhe; 

I haye long forgiven you, without being informed how 

it wa« brought about; but fince you have learned from 
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my own felf what J defigned to conceal from you all my 
Kfe, I will acknowledge Jto you, that you have infpirei 
me with fentiments I was unacquainted with before I 
faw you, and of which I had fo (lender an idea, that 
they gave me at firft a furprize which ftill added to the 
pain that conftantly attends them: I am the lefs 
afhamed to make you this confeflion, becaufe I do it at 
a time when I may do it without a crime, and becaufe 
you have feen that my conduct has not been governed 
by my affections. 

Can you believe, madam, faid monfieur de Nemours, 
falling on his knees, but I fhall expire at your feet with 
joy and tranfport? — I have told you nothing, faid fhe, 
fmiling, but what you knew too well before. — Ah! 
madam, faid he, what" a difference is there between 
learning it by chance, and knowing it from yourfelf, 
and feeing that you are pleafed I know it ! — It is true, 
anfwered fhe, I would have you know it, and I find 
a pleafure in telling it you; I do not even know 
if I do not tell it you more for my own fake, 
than for yours ; for, after all, this confeflion will 
have no confluences, and I fhall follow the auflere 
rules which my duty impofes upon me. — How, ma- 
dam ! you are not of that opinion, replied monfieur de 
Nemours; you are no longer under any obligation of 
duty; you are at liberty; and if I durft, I fhould even 
tell you, that it is in your power to aft fo, that your 
duty fhall one day oblige you to preferve the fentiments 
you have for me. — My duty, replied fhe, forbids me to 
think of any man, but of you the laft in the world, and 
for reafbns which are unknown to you. — Thofereafbns, 
perhaps, are not unknown to me, anfwered he ; but 
they are far from being good ones. I believe that mon- 
fieur de ;Cleves thought me happier than I was, and 
imagined that you approved of thofe extravagancies 
which my paffion led me into without your approbation. 
—•Let us talk no more of that adventure, faid fhe ; I 
cannot bear the thought of it, and the confequences of 
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it have been fuch, that it is too melancholy a fubject to 
be fpoken of; it is but too true, that you we$e the caufe 
of monfieurde Cleves's deaths the fufpicions which 
your incon£derate conduct gave him- coil him his life, 
as much, ar if you had taken it away with .your own 
hands: judge what I ought to have done, had you two 
fought a duel, and he been killed; I know very well, k 
is not the fame thing in the eye of the world ; but with 
me there is no difference* fince. I know that his death 
was owing to you, and that it was on my -account. — Ah \ 
madam, foid monfieur de Nemours, what phantom of 
duty do you oppofe to my happinefs ? What, madam ! 
mall a vain and , groundkfs fancy hinder you from 
making a man happy, for. whom you have an inclina- 
tion?. What! have I had fome ground to-hope Lmight 
pafs my life with you? Has my fate led me to love the 
moft deferring lady in the world ? Have Iobferved in her 
all that can make a miftrefs adorable? Has me had no 
diflike to me? Have I found in her conduct every 
thing which I could wifh for in a wife? For, in fliort, 
madam, you are perhaps the only perfon in whom thofe 
two characters have ever concurred to the degree they ar« 
in you ; thofe who marry miftrefles by whom they are 
loved, tremble when they marry them, and caonot but 
fear left they fhould obferve the fame conduct towards 
others, which they obferved towards them ; but in you, 
madam, I can fear nothing ; I fee nothing in you but 
matter of admiration : have I had a profpeft of fo much 
felicity, for no other end but to fee it obftru&ed by you ? 
Ah I madam, you forget, that you have diltinguiihed 
me above other men ; or rather, you have not diftin- 
guimed me ; you have deceived yourfelf, and I have . 
flattered myfelf. 

You have not flattered yourfelf, replied (he; the rea- 
fons of my duty would not perhaps appear fo ftrong to 
me, without that diftin&ion of which you doubt; and it 
is that which makes me apprehend unfortunate confe-% 
quences from your alliance. — I have nothing to anfwer; 
H 3 madam, 
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anadam, replied he, when you tell me you apprehend un- 
fortunate confequences ; but I own, that after all yott 
have been pleafed to fay to me, I did not expeft from 
you fo crueta reafon. — The reafon you fpeak of, replied 
madam de Cleves, is fo little difobliging as to you, that 
I do not know how to tell it you.— Alas! madam, faid 
he, how can you fear I ihould flatter myfelf too much* 
after what you have been faying to me ? — I fhall continue 
to fpeak to you, fays fhe, with the fame fincerity with 
which I begun; and I will lay afide that delicacy and 
referve that modefty obliges one to in a firftconverfation $ 
but I conjure you to hear me without interruption. 

I think I owe the affedlion you have for me, the poor 
recompense not to hide from you any of my thoughts, 
and to let you fee them fuch as they really are; this, in 
all probability, will be the only time I ihall allow my* 
{elf the freedom to difcover them to you ; and I cannot 
canfefs without a blufh, that the certainty of not being 
loved by you, as I am, appears to me fo dreadful a mis* 
fortune, that if I had not invincible reafon s grounded 
on my duty, I could not refolve to fubjeft myfelf to it; 
I know that you are free, that I am fo too, and that 
circum fiances are fuch, that the public, perhaps, would 
have no reafon to blame either you or me, mould we 
unite ourfelves for ever ; but do men continue to love, 
when under engagements for life? Ought I to expeft 
a miracle in my favour ? And mail I place myfelf in a 
condition. of feeing that paflion come to/an end, in which 
J mould place all my felicity ? Monfieur de Cleves was, 
perhaps, the only man in the world capable of continuing 
to love after marriage ; it was my ill fate that I was 
not able to enjoy that happinefs ; and, perhaps, his paf- 
fion had not lafled, but that he found none in me; but I 
ihould not have the fame way of preferring yours; I 
even think your*conftancy is owing to the obftacles you 
have met with ; you have met with enough to animate 
you to conquer them ; and my unguarded actions, or 
what you learned by chance, gave you hopes enough 
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Hot to Be difcouraged. — Ah ! Madam, replied monfieur 
de Nemours, I cannot keep the filence you enjoined 
Hie ; you do me too much injuftice, and make it appear 
too clearly that you are far from being prepoflefTedin my 
favour. — I confefs, anfwered fhe, that my paffions may 
lead me, but they cannot blind me ; nothing can hinder 
ine from knowing that you are born with a* difpofition 
for galantry, and have all the qualities proper to give 
foccefs ; you have already had a great many amours, 
and you will have more ; I fhould no longer be fhe you 
placed your happinefs in ; I fhould fee you as warm for 
another as you had been for me ; this would afflict me, 
and I am not fure I fhould not have the torment of 
jealoufy: I have faid too much to conceal from you,, 
that you have already made me know what jealoufy is ; 
and that I fuffered fuch cruel inquietudes the evening 
the queen gave me madam de Themines's letter, which,* 
it was faid, was addreflfed to you, that to this moment 
t retain an idea of it, which makes me believe it is the 
worft of all ills- 
There is fcarce a woman but out of vanity or inclt 
ration delires to engage you ; there are very few whom 
you do not pleafe, and my own experience would make 
me believe, that there are none whom it is not in your 
power to. pleafe : I ihould think you always in love and 
beloved> nor fhould I be often miftaken ; and yet in this 
cafe, I fhould have no remedy but patience ; nay, I 
queftion if I fhould dare to complain. A lover may 
be reproached ; but can a hufband be fo, when one 
has nothing to urge, but that he loves one no longer I 
But admit I could accuflom myfelf to bear a misfortune 
of this nature, yet how could I bear that of imagining 
I conftantly faw monfieur de Cleves accufing you of hit 
death, reproaching me with jiaving loved you, with 
having married you, and fhewing me the difference be- 
twixt .his .affection and yours ? It is impoffible to over- 
rule fuch flxong reafons as thefe ; I muft continue in the 
condition I am in, and in the refolution I have taken 
H 4 never- 
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never to alter it.-— Do you believe you have the power 

to do it, madam ? "cried the duke de Nemours : Do you 
think"your refolution can hold out againft a man who 
adores, and who has the hapjfinefs to pleafe you ? "It-it 
more difficult than you imagine, madam, to refill aper- r 
fon who pleafes and loves one at the fame time ; ,yotf; 
have done it by aufterity of virtue, which is ahnoftf 
without example; but that virtue no longer oppofes 
your inclinations, and I hope you will follow^ them in 
fpite of yourfelf. — I know nothing can be more diffi- 
cult than what I undertake, replied madam de Cleves ? 
I diftruftmy ftrength in the midft of my reafons ; whatT 
think I owe to the memory of moniieur de Cleves, woulcf 
be a weak confideration^ if not fupported by the intereflr* 
of my eafe and repofe ; and the reafons of my repofehave 
need to be fupported by thofe of my duty ; but though 
I diftruftlnyfelf, I believe I mall never overcome my 
fcruples, nor do I fb much as hope to overcome the in* 
clkiation I have for you ; that inclination will make me 
unhappy, and I will deny myfelf the fight of you, 
whatever violence it is to me. I conjure you, by all 
the power 1 have over you, to feek no occafion of feeing 
me ; I am in a condition which makes that criminaF 
which might be lawful at another time ; decency for- 
bids ail commerce between us. Monfieur de Nemours 
threw himfelf at her feet, and gave a loofe to all the 
violent emotions with which he was agitated ; he ex- 
prefTed both by his words and tears the livelieft and moft 
tender paffion that ever heart was touched with : nor 
was the heart of madam de Cleves infenfible ; (he look- 
ed upon him with eyes fwelled with tears. Why was 
it, cries me, that I can charge you with moniieur de 
Cleves's death P Why did not my firft acquaintance with 
you begin fince I have been at liberty ? or why did not 
I know you before I was engaged ? Why does Fate fepa- 
rate us by fuch invincible obftacles? — There are no 
ehftacles, madam, replied moniieur de Nemours ; it is 
you alone oppofe my happinefs $ you impofe on your- 
felf 
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felf a kw which virtue and reafon do not require yoit ' 
to obey, — It is true, fays (he, Ifacrifice agreatdeal to 
a duty which does not fubfift but in my imagination ; 
have patience, and expeft what time may produce; 
monfieur de Cleves is but juft expired, and that mourn- 
ful objedl is too near to leave me clear and diftin& views ; 
in the mean time, enjoy the fatisfa&ion to know you 
have gained die heart of a perfon, who would never 
have loved any one, had fhe not leen you. Believe the 
inclination I have for you will laft for ever, and that it 
irill be uniform and the fame, whatever becomes of me. 
Adieu ! faid (he ; this is a converfation I ought to blufh, : 
for; however^ give an account of it to the vifcount ; I 
agree to it, and defire you to do it. . 

With thefe words fhe went away, nor could monfieur 
de Nemours detain her. In the next room fhe met with 
the vifcount, who feeing her under fo much concern 
Would not fpeak to her, but led her to her coach without 
faying a word. He' returned to monfieur de Nemours, 
who was fo full of joy, grief, admiration, and of all 
thofe affections that attend a paflion full of hope and . 
fear, that he had not- the ufe of his reafon. ■> It was a 
long time ere the vifcount could get from him an ac- 
count of the converfation ; at laft the duke related it to 
him ; and monfieur de." Chartres, without being in love, . 
no lefs admired the virtue, wit, and merit of madam 
deCleves, than did monfieur de Nemours himfelf. They. 
began to examine what ifTue could reafonably be hoped 
for in this affair; and y however fearful the duke de 
Nemours was from his love, he agreed with the vifcount, 
that it was impoffijafe madam de Cleves fhould con- . 
tinue in the refolution fhe was in ; they were of opinion, . 
neverthelefs, that it was necefTary to follow her orders,,. 
f6r fear, upon the public's perceiving the • inclination • > 
he had for her, fhe mould make declarations, and enter, 
into engagements, with refpedt to the world, that fhe. 
would afterwards abide by, left it fhould be thought fhe, . 
loved him in her hufband's life-time* . 

H-5 Monfieur 
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Monfieur de Nemours determined to follow the king $ 
it was a journey he could not well excufe himfelf from, 
and fo he refolved to go, without endeavouring to fee 
madam de Cleves again from the window out of which 
he had fometimes feeh her ; he begged the vifcpunt to 
ipeak to her : and what did he not defire him to fay in 
his behalf? What an infinite number of reafons did he 
furnifh him with, to perfuade her to conquer her Scru- 
ples ! In fhort, great part of the night was fpent before 
he thought of going away. 

As for madam de Cleves, fhe was in no condition tot- 
xeft : it was a thing fo new to her to have broke loofe 
from the reftraints fhe had laid on herfelf ; to have en- 
dured the firft, declarations of love that ever were made 
to her ; and to have confeffed that fhe herfelf was in love 
with him that made them ; all this was fo new to her, 
that fhe feemed quite another perfon. She was furprized 
at what fhe had done ; fhe repented of it ; fhe was glad 
of it ; all her thoughts were full of anxiety and paffion : 
fhe examined again the reafons of her duty which ob-, 
ftrutted her happinefs ; fhe was grieved to find them fo 
jftrong, and was forry that fhe had made them out fo 
clear to monfieur de Nemours. Though fhe had enter- 
tained thoughts of marrying him, as foon as fhe beheld 
him in the garden of the fuburbs, yet her late conver- 
fation with him made a much greater impreffion on her. 
mind; at fome moments fhe could not comprehend 
how fhe could be unhappy by marrying him, and fhe 
was ready to fay in her heart, that, her fcruples as to 
what was paft, and her fears for the future, were equally 
groundlefs : at other times, reafon and her duty pre- 
vailed in her thoughts, and violently hurried her into a 
.refolution not to marry again, and never to fee monfieur 
de Nemours ; but this was a refolution hard to be efta- 
blifhed in a heart fo foftened as hers, and Co lately aban- 
doned to the charms of love. At laft, to give herfelf a 
little eafe, fhe concluded that it was not yet neceflary 
to do herfelf the violence of coming to any refolution ; 

and 
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and decency allowed her a confiderable time, to de- 
termine what to do : however, fhe refolved to continue 
firm in having no commerce with monfieur de Nemours. • 
The vifcount came to fee her, and pleaded his friend's 
caufe with all the wit and application imaginable ; but 
could not make her alter her conduct, or recal the 
fevere orders me had given to monfieur de Nemours: 
ihe told him, her defign was not to change her condi- - 
tion ^ that fhe knew how difficult it was to ftand to that "• 
defign, ,but that fhe hoped file mould be able to do it. 
She made him fo fenfible how far fhe was afFe&ed with 
the opinion that monfieur de Nemours was the caufe of 
her hufband's death, and how much fhe was convinced 
that it would be contrary to her duty to marry him, - 
that the vifcount was afraid it would be Very difficult to ; 
take away thofe impreffion* ; he did not, however, tell 
the duke what he thought, when he gave him an ac- 
count of his converfation with her 5 but left him as 
much hope as a man who is loved may reafonably have. - 
They fet out the next day, and went after the king 5 ■ 
the vifcount wrote to madam de Cleves at monfieur de* 
Nemours's requeft, and in a fecond letter, which foon 
followed the firft, the duke writ a line or two in his 
own hand ; but madam de Cleves determined not to 
depart from the rules fhe 'had prefcribed herfelf ; and 
fearing the accidents that might happen from letters, 
informed the vifcount that fhe would receive his letters 
no more, if he continued to fpeak of monfieur de Ne- - 
mours ; and did it in fo peremptory a manner, that the: 
duke defired him not to mention him. 

During the abfence of the court, which wa£ gone to N 
conduct the queen of Spain as far asPoitou, : madam de 
Cleves continued at home; and the more diflant fhe 
was from monfieur de Nemours, and from every thing 
that could put her in mind of him, the more fhe re- 
called the memory of the prince of Cleves, which fhe 
made it her glory to preferve ; the reafons fhe had not 
to marry the duke de Nemours appeared ftrong witk 
refpeft to her duty, but invincible with refpeft to her 
H$ quiet; 
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quiet ; the opinion fhe. had, that marriage would put 
an end to his love, and the torments of jealoufy, which 
fhe thought the infallible confequences of marriage, 
gave her the profpe& of a certain unhappinefs if lhe 
confentect to his defires ; on the other hand, fhe thought 
it impoflible, if he were prefent, to refufe the moft 
amiable man in the world, the man who. loved her, and 
whom fhe loved, and to oppofe him in a thing that 
was neither inconfiftent with virtue nor decency. She 
thought that nothing but abfence and diftance could 
give her the power to do it ; and fhe found fhe flood in 
need'of them, not only to fupport her refolution not to 
marry, but even to keep her from feeing monfieur.de 
Nemours ; fhe refolved, therefore, to take a long journey* 
in order to pafs away the time which decency obliged 
her to fpend in retirement ; the fine eftate fhe had near 
the Pyrenees feemed the moft proper place fhe could 
make choice of ; fhe fet out a few days before the court 
returned, and writ at parting to the vifcount, to con- 
jure him not to think of once enquiring after her, or 
of writing to her. 

Monfieur de Nemours was as much troubled at this 
journey, as another would have been for the death of 
his miftrefs. The thought of being deprived fo long a 
time of the fight of madam de Cleves grieved him to the 
foul, efpecially as it happened at a time when he had 
lately enjoyed the pleafure of feeing her, and of feeing 
her moved by his paffion ; however, he could do nothing 
but afflift himfelf, and his affliction increafed every day. 
Madam de Cleves, whofe fpirits had been fo much 
agitated, was no fooner arrived at her country-feat, but 
fhe fell defperately ill ; the news of it was brought to 
court; monfieur de Nemours was inconfolable ; his 
grief proceeded even to defpair and extravagance ; the 
vifcount had much ado to hinder him from difcover- 
ing his paffion in public, and as much ado to keep him 
from going in perfon to know how fhe did ; the relation 
and friendfhip between her and the vifcount ferved as an 
excufe for fending frequent meflenger*/ at laft they 

heard 
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heard fhe was out of the extremity of danger (he had 
been in ; but continued in a languifhing malady, that 
left but little hopes of life. 

The nature of her difeafe gave her a profpect of deaths 
both near and at a diftance, and (hewed her the thing* 
of this life in a very different view from that in which, 
they are feen by people in health : the neceffity of dyings 
to which fhe faw herfelf fo ne.ar, taught her to wean, 
herfelf from the world,.and the lingeringnefs of her dif-» 
temper brought her to a habit in it ; . yet, when fhe was. 
a little recovered, fhe found that monfieur de Nemours, 
was not effaced from, her heart ; but to defend herfelf. 
againft him, fhe called to her aid all the reafons which, 
fhe thought fhe had never to marry him ; after a long, 
conflict in herfelf, fhe fubdued the relics of thatpaffion. 
>yhich had been weakened by the fentiments her illnefs 
had given her; the thoughts of death had reproached 
her with the memory of monfieur de Cleves, and this 
remembrance was fo agreeable to her duty, that it made 
deep impreffions in her heart ; the paffions and engage- 
ments of the world appeared to her in the light, in 
which they appear to perfons who have more great and 
more dillant views. The weaknefs of her body, which 
was- brought veryJow, aided her iri preferving thefe 
fentiments ; but as fhe knew what power opportunities 
have over the wifeffc refolutions, fhe would not hazard 
the breach of thofe fhe had taken, by returning into 
any place where fhe might fee him fhe loved ; fhe re- 
tired, under pretence of change of air, into a convent, 
Jbut without declaring a fettled refolution of quitting the 
court. 

Upon the firft news of it, monfieur de Nemours felt 
the weight of this retreat, and faw the importance of it ; 
Jve prefently thought he had nothing more to hope, 
but omitted not any thing that might oblige her to re- 
turn ; he prevailed with the queen to write ; he made 
the vifcount not only write, but go to her ; but all to 
no purpofe. The vifcount faw her, but fhe did not tell 
him fhe had fixed her refolution; and yet he judged 

fhe 
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fhe would never return to court. At laft monfieur de 
Nemours himfelf went to her, under pretence of ufing 
the waters. She was extremely grieved and furprized 
to hear he was come, and fent him word by aperfon of 
merit about her, that fhe defired him not to take it ill, 
if fhe did not expofe herfelf |o the danger of feeing him, 
and of deftroying, by his prefence, thofe fentiments fhe 
was obliged to preferve ; that fhe defired hefhould know, 
that having found it both againft her duty and peace 
of mind to yield to the inclination fhe had to be his, 
all things elfe were become fa* indifferent to her* that 
fhe had renounced them for ever ; that fhe thought only 
of another life, and had no fentiment remaining as to - 
this, but the defire of feeing him in the fame difpofitions » 
fhe was in. > . 

Monfieur de Nemours was like to have expired in the ** 
prefence of the lady who told him this ; he begged her * 
a thoufand times to return to madam de Cleves, and to « 
get leave for him to fee her ; but fhe told him, the - 
princefs had not only forbidden her to* come back with 
any mefTage from him, but even to report the conver- 
fation that fhould pafs . between them. At length, , 
monfieur de Nemours was obliged to go bac4c, opprefled 
with the heavieft grief a man is capable of, who has loft - 
all hopes of ever feeing .again a perfon whom he loved ' 
not only with the moft violent, but moft natural and - 
fincere paflion that ever was ; yet ftill he was not utterly' 
difcouraged, but ufed all imaginable methods to make • 
her alter her refolution ; at laft, after feveral years, time 
and abfence abated his grief,, and extinguifhed his^ 
paffion. Madam de Cleves lived in a manner that left 
no probability of her ever returning to court ; fhe * 
fpent on« part of the year in that religious houfe, and - 
the other at her own, but ftill continued the aufterity * 
of retirement, and conftantly employ'd herfelf in ex- 
ercifes more holy than the ffevereft convents can pre- 
tend to; and her life, though it was fhort, left ex* 
amples of inimitable virtues. 

THE END. 
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CHARACTER OF THE 

FRUITLESS ENQJLJIRYj 

AND 

ANECDOTES of its AUTHOR, 
BY THE EDITOR. 

THE following pages are fele&edfrom a Novel* 
under the fame title, and from which I have 
only made extracts; as fome of the ftories it con- 
tains are inconfiftent with the plan of this work* 
as being either grofs in thefubje£r$,or indelicate in 
the expreffion. 



* By Mrs. Eliza Haywood, a voluminous novelift, born i» 
1696. In the early part of her life fhe wrote a number of 
loofe tales, and dealt a good deal in perfonal flander. Mrs.. 
Manley's Atalantis gave her a hint, upon which, fhe framed 
The Court of Carimania, and the new Utopia, with other 
pieces of the fame nature. She attempted dramatic writing,. 
and ading alfo; but met with little fuccefs in either. 
However, (he ftiewed herfelf a writer of great ingenuity in- 
the manner of treating her fubjects ; but her latter works,, 
among which this is one, have made proper atonement for 
the indelicacy and immorality of her former writings, as 
flie appears to be a ftrong advocate on the fide of Decency 
and Virtue. The FemaleSpeBator 9 The Hijory ofBetfy Thought- 
left. Jemmy and Jenny Jejfamy> The Iwvifible Spy, and A 
Frefentfora Servant-maidy are among this latter clafs of her 
compositions. She died in 1759* 

.THE 
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CHARACTER, &c. 

The idea on which this piece is founded, has a 
good deal of merit in it y as tending to abate envy,, 
and conciliate content j by (hewing, in a variety of 
inftances, that appearances are frequently fallacious ; 
that perfect or permanent happinefs is not the lot of 
mortal life ; and that peace of mind and rational 
enjoyment are only to be found in bofoms free frorr* 
guilty and from intimate connection with the guilty^. 
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A Certain nobleman of Venice, dying in the prime 
of his years, left behind him a widow called 
Miramillia, juftty efteemed one of the moft 
lovely women of the age, and a little fon not exceed- 
ing fix years old ; fo dear to his mother, that though: 
her beauty, wealth, and accompliftiments, attracted 
the love and admiration of almoft as many as beheld 
her, and the nobleft youth in the republic defired her 
in marriage ; yet did fhe decline all the advantage* 
offered her for this darling of her foul, and refoived to* 
continue the remainder of her days in a fingle date ;. 
fearing, that in bellowing herfelf, fhe mould alfo be 
obliged to relinqnifh the power (he had of managing 
the eftate for him, to one who would lefs confult his; 
intereft. Never was mother more anxious for the wel- 
fare of a child, nor never did any child feem more to 
deferve the afFedttons^ of a parent ; fo greatly did he 
improve on the education (he allowed him, that his 
behaviour was her pride, as well as pleafure : as he- 
encreafed in years, he encreafed alfo in every manly, 
grace. There was. no art, no fcience, no excrcife, be-. 

..fitting; 
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fitting his quality, of which he was not a perfect matter? 
and in many of them he excelled thofe whofe profeffioo. 
it was to inftrucl. 

Till he arrived at the age of twenty, did his happy 
mother glory in maternal fbndnefs; and was fo. far 
from believing fhe'ever fhould have reafon to do other- 
wife, that me fcarce knew how to pity the misfortunes 
of thofe who lamented the undutifulnefs or ill manage-- 
ment of their children. : but, alas ! on how weak a 
^foundation do all human joys depend, and how little- 
ought we to triumph in the transient bleffings of fate, 
which in a moment may vaniih, and in their room as 
poignant ills arife. ! In the height of her fatisfaction, 
jttifc when fhe had feen the promifing bloom of this 
young man arrive at maturity, and every wifti was to 
its height completed, then all at once did mifery fall' 
on her, and me became more wretched than ever fh« 
had been blefc,. ; . 

Earlj- one morning, did this beloved fan go out, -aa 
tfas frequently his cuflom, to indulge meditation in -a 
fint wildernefe adjacent to *l»c caftle ; but night not 
bringing him home, nor the enfuing day, nor many 
others affording any tidings of him, the fears and per- 
plexities of a. mother, fo tenderly fond as was his, arc 
not to be conceived. Through every, part of the city 
fhe fent in fearch of him, but all her mefTengers re* 
turned without fuccefs ; he could not be heard of, nor 
could any perfon be found that had feen him : days, 
weeks, and months paft on. in this manner, and quite 
raving with her griefs, fhe fell into a fort of fuperfti- 
tious credulity, which before Ihe had defpifed ; it was 
that of applying to fortune-tellers, in a vain expecta- 
tion of knowing that from man, which Heaven permits 
not the difcovery of even to the angels themfelves. 
But her good fenfe not fuffering her to place any great 
dependance on what they faid, fhe no fooner heard 
t the predi&ions of one, than fhe went to another* 
comparing them together, believing that if they agreed, 

they 
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ihey might be worthy of belief; but being different, 
one teHing her he would fpeedily return, another that 
he was dead, a ' third that he was married to a woman 
unworthy of him ; but a fourth, wifer than the reft, 
would not ^pretend to give her any direct account, but 
only told her, that to engage his return, fhe fhould 
procure a fhirt made for him by the hands of a perfon 
lb completely contented in mind, that there was no 
wifh but that (he enjoyed. If you can prevail on fuch 
a woman to -undertake this little piece of work, faid 
hre, before it be finifhed, you will infallibly hear news 
of your fbn ; . but you muft be certain, continued he, 
that the perfon you employ be perfectly at eafe ; if the 
leaft anxious thought, the mod minute perplexity, 
difcontent, or care, ruffles her mind, or ever throws a 
beavinefs upon her fpirijs, the work will be of no 
effect. — Though this afflicted mother had too much 
good ferife to imagine fuch a thing could be of any 
cbnfequence to the obtaining her deiires, yet the in- 
"chiantment being of fo innocent a nature, fhe refolved 
to make the experiment; and to that end, fet herfelf 
to think which of her acquaintance was. the molt qua- 
lified for this important piece of fempftry. One fhe 
knew had vaft pofleffions, all the grandeur which the 
world idolizes, beauty, wit, health, and a fweetnefs 
of difppiition, which rendered her capable of enjoying 
rthofe bleffings ; but then (he was married to a man of 
'So -perverfe a nature, that it took up her whole ftudy to 
pleafe him ; and the little fuccefs fhe had in that en- 
deavour, frequently gave her many bitter perturbations. 
Another, in all appearance, was pofTeft of every thing 
that can be wifhed, a wealthy and good hufband, many 
fine children, and the general efteem and good cha- 
racter of the world ; but fhe had .made this lady th« 
confidante of her paffion for a young gentleman ; and in 
that criminal inclination were all the pleafures of her. 
life overwhelmed and loft. One had an undutiful fon, 
another an unfortunate daughter, a third an extrava- 
gant 



d by Google 



j66 THE FRUITLESS 

gant hufband, a fourth an unloving one, a fifth w» 
di ftrafted with a flep-dame's overlooking eye, a ,fixth 
had married a man, whofe children by a former ven- 
ture were an eternal plague upon her fpirits ; one had 
fo much ready cam, that fhe was always in care how to 
bellow it with the leaft hazard, and moft advantage ; 
another was perplexed for want of it, and the exigencies 
to which perfons in that misfortune are reduced. Few 
there were to whom fhe could apply with any hope of 
fuccefs, if it were really truth what the predictor had 
endeavoured to make her believe : but among the num- 
ber of thole was a lady whofe name was Anziana ; fhe 
was married to one of the chief of the nobility, a man 
fcarce to be equalled for his perfonal charms, or the 
improvements of education ; and one who, both before- 
and after his marriage, had given a thoufand teftimo- 
nies of the moft tender regard for her : never did any 
pair appear to live together in a more perfect harmony ; 
three fine fons and two beautiful daughters were the 
product of their loves, all lovely, all hopeful, and pro- 
mifing a future age of happinefs to their glad parents. 
Where could contentment dwell, if not in fuch a 
family ? Who can be completely bleft, if Anziana was 
not ? To her therefore it was that fhe refolved to have 
recourfe, and doubted not but to receive from her 
friendftiip that favour which fhe imagined was in her 
.power to grant. ' 

In purfuance of this defign, fhe again fet herfelf at 
her long neglected toilet, and refumed thofe ornaments 
which till now {he had not worn fince the lofs of her 
dear fon ; and when dreft with all her former exactnefs, 
went to the houfe of Anziana, where fhe was received 
by that lady with all the demonftrations imaginable of 
a fmcere friendftiip; but when fhe related to her the 
errand on which fhe came, fhe looked extremely fur- 
prized, and would fain have perfuaded her from giving 
any adherence to advice which feemed fo perfectly chi- 
merical ; but the other continuing to infift on it, and 

appearing 
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appearing fomewhat refentful that fhe ihould refufe fo 
iinall a trouble, when it would do her fo great a piece 
of fervice ; at laft fhe confented to make the trial, on 
condition fhe would remain in her houfe for the fpace 
of eight days : at the end of which time, faid (he, if 
you perceive nothing which may render me incapable 
of ferving you in the way you mention, I fhall willingly 
^undertake it» The forrowful mother could not but 
comply with £6 reafonable a re que ft, and in doing fo, 
found every thing agreeable to that character of perfect 
tranquillity, to which the prognofticator had directed 
her. She now ao longer doubted but fhe fhould be able 
to make the experiment, if there were any dependance 
rto be placed in the words of thefe foothfayers. Never 
iiad fhe beheld a family better managed ; every thing 
was done with that eafe, that regularity, and concord, 
that bufinefs was a pleafure : the fervants feemed to . 
vobey more through love than fear, the miflrefs had not 
the trouble of commanding; fo ready were they to 
tobferve her very looks and motions, that what fhe 
would have done, was fo before her defire could form 
itfelf into words : the children obferved the fame deco- 
rum ; but thefe were petty felicities compared with that 
which flowed from a conjugal affection, fo tender, fo . 
obliging, fo ardent, and unchangeable, as that appeared 
to be between Anziana and her hufband count Caprera : 
never were endearments carried to a higher pitch, nor 
had more the look of fincerity. In fine, all that can 
be conceived of felicity was theirs," and was thought an 
exception to that general rule, that perfect happinefs is 
not to be found on earth. 

The time prefixed by Anziana being elapfed, her dif- 
treffed vifitor entreated the performance of her promife ; 
towfckhthe other, in a melancholy accent, thus replied: 
Alas 1 faid fhe, how liable are we to be deceived by 
appearances ! How little does the outward fhow de- 
monftrate, fometimes, the real difpofition of the heart ! 
I, who feem the moA fortunate of my fex, am indeed 

the 
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the mod wretched ; nor is it in the power of fate t# 
load me with fuperior ills. But to eafe the amaze- 
ment in which my words have involved you, follow me, 
and you mall be informed in full of the whole difmal 
caufe. As (he fpoke this, fhe turned haftily towards 
the door of the chamber, and the other going after 
her »as fhe had defired, they patted through feveral 
rooms, till they came to a long gallery, at the end of 
which was a clofet. There Anziana flopped, and 
taking a key out of her pocket, opened it,' and went 
in, defiring {he other to do the fame : but with what 
horror and affright was her foul invaded, when, .as foon 
as fhe entered, the firft object that prefented itfelf to 
her, was the ikeleton of a man, with arms extended 
wide, as if in act to feize the adventurous gazer, and 
on the breaft was fixed a. label ; which, as foon as fhe 
was enough recovered from that terror which fo unex- 
peeled and fo mocking a Tight had plunged her in, to 
be able to look upon, Anziana took her by the hand, 
and bringing her nearer, fhewed it her, containing 
thefe words, which to make them yet more dreadful, 
were writ in blood. 

4< Remember, Anziana, it is for your crime that I 
*' am thus ; and let a juft contrition take up your en- 
*' fuing days, and peace.be ever a ftranger to your 
* r foul, till you become as I am !" 

Let the reader imagine himfelf in this lady's place, 
and he will then be able to conceive fome part of that 
aftonifhment fhe was in at beholding an object of thi« 
dire nature, in a houfe where nothing but mirth and 
chearfulnefs appeared to reign : to defcribe it, is not 
in the power of language ; therefore, I fhall only fay, 
that it took from her the power of fpeech ; and though 
fhe paffionately longed for the explanation of fo flrange 
an adventure, yet her tongue refufed to obey the dic- 
tates of her heart ; and by the wild confufion of her 
looks, and eyes half flatting from their fpheres, alone 
it was that flic could make known her wonder, or her 

curioiity : 
4 
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fcuriofity ; but Anziana perfe&ly understanding what it 
was me defired, made her turn from that ungrateful 
obje£l, and lit down' by her on a couch fome diftanoe 
from it, where me began thus : Had I not been con- 
vinced of your difcretion, faid fhe, I mould not have 
taken this method to (hew how improper a perfon I am 
to undertake the .tafk you came hither to employ me in ; 
I will therefore exadl no promifes from you of pre- 
serving my fecret, nor defire any other fecurity for it 
than your own honour; but as I have begun with 
bringing you into this clofet, which, fince thus fur- 
nifhed, has never been entered by any but myfelf, I 
will proceed to reveal by what ftrange means this dread- 
ful gueft was harboured here : but becaufe I cannjo't do 
it clearly, without going back to fome paflages of the 
former part of my life, you mull excufe the length o£ 
my narration ; which will at leaft be of this ferviee to 
you, that your own woes will fit more lightly on you, 
when you ihall know how infinitely more heavy thofe 
are under which I labour. Thefe words drew a flood 
of tears from her to whom they were addrefled, as 
thinking it impoffible for any misfortune to exceed 
that which fhe fuftained ; but compofing herfelf as well 
as Hie could, fhe prepared to give attention to what the 
other was about to fay, who immediately began the 
relation fhe had promifed in thefe terms. 



The' HISTORY of ANZIANA, Signio* 
LORENZO, and CovntCAPRERA. 



T T is not unknown to you, faid fhe, that I am de- 
A fcended from one of the bell families in this repub- 
lic, and that I had a fortune equal to my birth ; I 
ihall therefore pafs -over in fiience the years of my 
Vol. II. I childhood, 
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childhood, nothing happening to me worthy of remark, 
till my fourteenth year : at which time, many there were 
who folicited me for marriage ; among the number of 
whom was Signior Lorenzo, a young gentleman whofe 
equal yet I never faw, nor can believe the whole world 
can produce. At firft, the deference I paid him I 
thought only was owing to his merit, and that all who 
knew him treated nim with the fame. But, alas I too 
foon I found my admiration proceeded from a fofter 
motive, and that it was love that made me fo quick- 
lighted to his perfections ; and had fenfe enough to 
diftinguifh, that though he was infinitely deferving, I 
faw all his graces through a magnifying glafs, and 
adored what others but approved : the infancy of 
love, however, affords too much pleafure to a youth- 
ful heart for the efforts of reafon to be able to repel 
it, * I fuffered the fweet inchantment to grow upon 
me, till it overwhelmed and funk all other confider- 
ations ; and never reflecting on the difficulties which 
might arife to feparate us, indulged the dear delight 
his fociety afforded ; and while I liftened to his vows, 
knew i neither fear nor grief: yet had I been capable 
of thought, how eafy had it been to me, to have fore* 
feen my father would not look on Lorenzo with my 
eyes, and that all his accomplishments would not have 
been fufficient to make up for the difparity of his birth 
and fortune ! All at once, therefore, did my misfortune 
come upon me ; and when I was arrived at the utmoft 
extreme of paffion, did I receive a command to check 
it, from his mouth whence there was no appeal : in 
fine, juli as Lorenzo had obtained mypermiffion to de- 
mand me of my father, did he order me to fee him no 
more ; and feverely reprimanded . me for having given 
any encouragement to his addrefTes. I durft not but 
promife to obey, though Heaven knows how little m? 
heart was capable of making good my words : now 
did I begin to find there were bitters enough in love 
tp empoifon all the fweets of it ; but the difeafe had 

fpread 
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fpread too far to hope a cure ; nor indeed did I endea- 
vour at it. I apprized Lorenzo, by letter, of what had 
happened, and appointed to meet him the next day at 
the houfe of a perfon whom I made the confidant 
of this affair. He failed not to come 5 and inllcad of 
fulfilling the dictates of my duty in taking an eternal 
leave of him, I fuffered myfelf to be fwayed wholly by 
thofe of my love, and entered into the moft folemn obli- 
gation that vows could fcrm, never to be but his* That 
ceremony which is called Marriage, is infinitely lefs 
binding than the repeated oaths I kneeling made, 
and the curfes I imprecated on myfelf if ever I fwerved 
from them : death itfelf was not to diffolve the con- 
tract ; but the furvivor fwore to pay the fame regard 
to the memory of the deceafed as when living, and in a 
condition to know and to return thofe proofs of fidelity. 
Not long after this, my father unhappily incurred 
the difpleafure of the fenate to fo high a degree, that 
he flood in need of all the intereft he had, to preferve 
his eftate from being forfeited, and himfelf fent into 
baniihment : of all the friends that appeared for him, 
count Caprera was the moft ferviceable ; and indeed it 
was wholly owing to his great power, and fteady adhe- 
rence to the caufe he had efpoufed, that my father was 
acquitted. So important a iervice required the moft 
grateful retributions; nor was my father deficient in 
paying them : he offered him the half of that eftate ht 
had preferved ; but he would accept no other recom- 
pence than Ahziana : he declared himfelf pofTeft of tht 
moft violent paflion for me', and that he had been pre- 
vented from difcovering it but by the apprehenfions 
of his unworthinefs, till the lucky opportunity offered 
of conferring an obligation on my family, which, as he 
faid, might give fbme pretence to hope he mould not 
be refufed. Had my father never experienced his 
friendlhip, it- is highly improbable there would have 
been any occafion for fuchafear; the count, I muft 
acknowledge, notwithftanding the littla effcfl his charms 
I % have 
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have been able to work on me, being pofleft of every 
advantage that can make marriage pleafing. But there 
is an awe which accompanies true affection, and "indeed 
is often fatal to it. It was fo, at leaft, to that the count 
had for me, fince, had he fooner made an offering of hit 
heart, perhaps I never mould have difpofed of mine to 
Lorenzo, Then might we have all been happy, nor 
would this dreadful fpe&acle have diftraded my light, 
which brings the fatal paft for ever prefent to my tor- 
mented mind : butfuch was the decree of all-difpoitng 
Heaven, nor muft I dare to murmur. — With thefe words, 
the fwelling tears, in fpite of her efforts to the contrary, 
burft their paflage through her eyes, and fhe was feme 
time before fhe could recover herfelf to profecute her 
ilory ; but when (he did, it was in this manner : 

My father, refumed fhe, was perfectly tranfported at 
this offer of the count's, and without consulting my in- 
clination in the affair, readily promifed I fhould be his 
wife, and that the marriage fhould be fblemnized in * 
few days. How terrible a furprize, therefore, was it to 
me, when fitting one day in my chamber alone, con- 
templating on the perfections of my dear Lorenzo, my 
father entered, and informed me what I have been joft 
now relating ! I knew him pen tive in all his resolutions, 
and he expreffed this on the account of the obligation* 
he had to the count, and the honour our family would 
receive in an alliance with him, with an unufnal 
warmth, and arbitrary air: I durft riot utter the leaft 
fy liable in oppofition to what he faid, but he faw enough 
in my countenance to make him know I was extremely 
diffatisned at it. What ! cried he, is it with frowns and 
downcaft eyes that you receive the news of fuch a bief- 
fing? Throw offfo perverfe a fullennefs, and prepare to 
treat the count, who will be here this night, with that 
refpett and gratitude which his fervices demand from 
my family ; or refolve to be no more a part of it, but an 
>alien for ever from my name and favour. Nothing can 
ore certain, had I confefled the impoi&bility 

there 
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there was for me to return the count's affection, and the 
obligations I had laid myfeif under to Lorenzo, than that 
the friendship he had for the former cf thcin would have 
rai&d his indignation to the utmoit violence againft me ; 
and fear at that time g-tting the better of my love, I 
fell at his feet, entreating his forgivenefs, and aUVrin^ 
him of a perfect obedience; at which he appeared ia- 
tisfied. Bateafily perceiving I was far from being foia 
reality, he left me: to myfeif, believing that the bell way 
to calm the difordersof my foul, and make it fit to receive 
the impreffion he defined. But Oh ! when at liberty to 
g*vt a loofe to thought and to reflection, Heaven only 
knows the agonies I fuftained ; the idea of my dear Lo- 
wnzo, his paflionate aifection, the folemn contract we 
had made, the reiterated vows by which it was con- 
firmed, came frefh into my mind, and made me for 
fane moments refoive to endure all things, rather than 
■uke, this* double* facriffce of my love and faith: but 
ttenuqp father's power, the fear of being turned out a 
beggar, and the.poftbtfifty that, in fuch a difgraced and 
di&re&fal ffcate, Lorenzo*, for whofe fake I ihould be- 
come fo} might alfo abandon me ; the miferies of po- 
verty, and the unpitying world's contempt and cenfure, 
glared on my terrified imagination, and worked fo far 
oa the timoroufnefs of my nature, as to counterbalance 
all that the fofter paiTion could fuggefl, and even ab- 
solve my breach of vow. Long did I ftruggle in this 
painful conflict, and, wholly unable to determine to 
*<hkh of the prevailing dictates I ihould yield, at laft 
&« medium prefented itfelf, which flattered me with fome 
hope of evading the wretchedness I feared, in fufFering 
myfeif to be overcome by either ; it was to difTemble a 
contentment in the count's addrefles ; and, by jeeming 
not to oppofe my father's will, gain time and opportu- 
nity to difappoint it totally. When the count came, I 
treated him with that refpect which was due to his qua* 
lity, and the obligations we had received from him; 
nor did .he expect more at his firft vifit from a maid of 

1 3 my 
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my years; in thofe he afterwards made me, I di&oveftti 
him to be mailer of fo many perfections, that though my 
vcw and inclinations bound me to Lorenzo, I could 
not help thinking, that I might have been infinitely 
happy in fuch a huiband. In a word, I had all the 
elleem and friendftup for him that one can have for the 
moft amiable and deferving brother: but this was not 
that fort of affection he wilhed to infpire me with, and 
he could not forbear complaining of my coldnefs, m 
turns the mod moving that love and wit couM form. 
A thoufand times have I been about to let him into the 
fecret of my foul, and generoufly confefs, that I had 
unwarily bellowed my heart and faith before I knew 
the honour he intended me ; had I done fo, I might have 
faved that dreadful fcene which too foon enfued* But 
(hame, and the fear of being expofed to the indignation' 
of my father, or rather my ill genius, would not fuffer 
me to make this declaration, which alone could have 
been of fervice. For often fince has count Caprera pio- 
tefled to me in the moil folemn manner, that had he 
known the* true ftate of my heart, he would -have de- 
fined his fuit, and chofe rather to have been unhappy 
hlmfelf, than have made me fo by an enforced mar- 
riage. Eut he, alas! was far from gueffing at the 
tru'.h, nor had I power to icferm him. But it was not 
fo wi h my father. He had intelligence of the private 
meetings I ftill had with Lorenzo, and doubted not but 
it was the violence of my affection for him, that made 
me receive the addreffes of the count with fo little plea- 
fure. I had till now prevailed on him to defer o # ur mar- 
riage, under the pretence that time might make me en- 
ter into it with lefs reluctance. But he was no longer to 
be put off by thefe excuf s ; he knew too well my fecret, 
and was refolved to difappoint whatever intentions I 
might have in favour of my paflion . Coming one morn- 
ing into my chamber with a flernnefs in his air and 
countenance, which, before he fpoke, gave me to un- 
derftand feme part of my misfortune : Anziana, faid 

he* 
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he, your tears, and pretended averfion for marriage, 
have hitherto perfuaded me to delay the performance of 
that promife I long fmce made to count Caprera ; but I 
am now too well informed of the reafons which have 
made you blind to that happinefs Heaven offers you in 
a hulband of his quality and merit, and am determined 
that this day (hall be the laft of your continuing in a 
virgin (late; or if you refufe to obey me, of being called 
my daughter. Chufe, therefore, either to be the moft 
fortunate and envied woman in Venice by marrying 
with this nobleman, or quit my houfe, my name, and 
fight for ever, and become the moft accurft, abandoned, 
4efpifed, and wretched of your fex. It was to no pur* 

: pofe that I threw myfelf at his feet, entreated, wept, 
almoft'died before him. No rocks were more immove- 
able than his relentlefs breaft ; nor could all my pray- 
ers, my tears, my fwoonings, obtain even one day 
more : as foon as he was gone out of the room, I fent 

. my woman, who was privy to my moft fecret thoughts, 
in fearch of Lorenzo, to whom I ordered her to relate 
the whole truth of what had pafled ; refolving, if he 
gave any encouragement to my elopement, to leave my 
father's houfe, and dare all the miferies he had threa- 
tened me with, rather than become falfe to ray love and 
vows; but, unfortunately for both, he was gone that 
morning to the houfe of a relation, who lived at a gocd 
diftance from Venice, and had fent for him on fome extra- 
ordinary buiinefs. What could I now do? To whom could 
I have recourfe ? or what fecurity for protection from the 
irifults of a barbarous world ? Much had I heard of tli# 
in con ft an cy and thanklefsnefs of faithlefs men, and ho.v 
could I be fure Lorenzo was not one of thofe ? That 
peace of mind which I mult forfeit in marrying with the 
count, I looked on as a trifle, when compared with the 
lofs of my reputation, and the want of the neceffaries of 
life : and as for the faith I had vowed to Lorenzo, I 
doubted not but the neceflity I was under would ex- 
cufe me from a breach of it. I loved the one indeed 
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with an unquenchable alFe&ion, and had but a bare 
cfleem for the other ; it was' therefore the utmoft vio- 
lence to my inclinations, even but to think of comply- 
ing with my father's commands ; but as I could fore- 
lee nothing but jnifery in refilling, I was at laft deter- 
mined to do 5 *as he would have me;" and' to that end 
lent my woman to him, hearing he was in his clolet, to> 
let him know I was ready to obey him. But, alasl 
me was no fooner departed with the meJTage* than the 
idea of that dear loved youth role with its charms, in my 
tormented foul, upbraiding me with perjury and ingra- 
titude, levity and cowardice of nature ; methought I 
faw him dying with defpair, and crying out to Heaven, 
to revenge his wrongs. Fully poiTell with this imagi- 
nation, I was about to call my woman back, and, true to 
love, defpife all other ills: as I was riling. from my chair 
with this intention, a book fell from the Ihelf ; fom* 
accident happened toftiake it juft upon my head ; which 
opening, I faw had (she- title of L'Inconftance d' Amour* 
a little French novel, Which I remembered to have read 
feme time before* and that it contained feveral little 
hillories of the ingratitude of mankind, and thp little 
they thought themfdves obliged, even from the greateft 
condefcenlions our fex could make : I looked on this ac* 
cident as a kind of warning to me, not to truft too much 
to their honour, and inftead of purfuing my defign, be* 
gzn to read in it ; where the flrft ftory I happened to caft 
my eyes on, was a kind of parallel with my own ; it 
being of a ' young lady who had forfook her father, 
friends and country, for the dear fake of love; yetha4 
no fooner reduced herfelf to that extremity which the 
want of them muft infallibly draw on, than the ungrate* 
ful wretch, for whom fhe was become thus miferable, 
told her, he was forry for what had befallen her, that 
he would be her friend as far as a few pieces, or give 
her a character to get a fervice if lhe were .difpofed to 
accept of one; but lhe could not expect he would marry 
a woman, in her circumstances. Heavens I cried I, as I 

was 
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was reading, mould Lorenzo be oT this humour, what 
an extravagance of wretchednefs would be my portion, 
(and why mould I hope a better fate?) who pretends to 
love, but fays and fwears as much as he has done ? But. 
put the cafe, continued I, after a little refle&ion, that 
he ffrould excel his fex as much in honour, as he does in. 
all- perfonal perfections; what happinefs could there be 
in fuch a ftate of obligation and dependance ? Would 
not Ms friends, and kindred be perpetually upbraiding 
him, that he had married a woman without any other 
dowry than her love i Would not my clothes, nay roy 
very meat, be cavilled at, as too extravagant ? I can- 
not bear the thought, cried I again, and will ^urfue 
my refolution. It is reafon bids me, and all the foft- 
ening follies of my inclinations fly before his force. I 
was thus debating within myfelf, when my woman re- 
turned, and told me, my father was infinitely pleafed 
with my return to duty, and had fent me, t& grace the 
ceremony he was preparing to folemnize that night, a 
firing of diamonds for my neck, of a vaft largene/s, 
and the moft glorious luftre I had ever fecn. I was all 
-my life a great admirer of fine things; and as it-was 
merely the fear of being obliged to live without them,. 
that had made me yield to marry the count; fo this 
addition to thofe my father's indulgence had before 
beftowed on me, greatly ftrengthened me in that rcfo- 
lution, To make it yet more firm, the count fent me 
by his gentleman a bracelet of pearl, which an anceflor 
of his had taken from the Turks, and was the moft 
orient and richeft of any in the republic. To add to all 
thefc baits, fevcral relation*, whom my father had in- 
vited 'to be prefent at the marriage, feemed, the whole 
day, each to endeavour to outvie the other in praifing 
count Caprera.. His wit, his elegance of behaviour, 
his* fine fhape, the delicacy of his complexion, the grace- . 
fulnefs of his air, his good-humour, honour, geue-- . ; 
rofity, the greatr.efs of his family, ar:d the immenfe 
fums of money his father, had left him in pofieflion of, 
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were the only topicks of converfation ; and atl agreed, 
that I could not but be extremely blefl in fuch a h alb and. 
Betwixt the variety of company and difcourfe, my fj>irits 
were fo much hurried, that I had no leifure for reflec- 
tion ; and Lorenzo was either not remembered, or in 
fuch a manner as to be no hindrance to the complet- 
ing, the wifhes of his rival. We were married about 
eight at night by my father's chaplain, and after a 
magnificent eolation put to bed. But here, what the 
noife and buftle of the day repelled, the filence of the 
night called back; not Caprera, but Lorenzo, was now 
the fubjed of my meditations, and it was in vain that 
that obliging huiband repeated the vow he had given 
before the prieft in a more foft and endearing manner, 
tha n thofe who had the ordering of the ceremony had 
ever tendernefs enough to form; the abfent lover took 
up all my thoughts ; and that reluctance with which I 
fufFered his embraces, was not, as he then imagined, 
owing to a virgin bafhfulnefs, but to the ardency of my 
wifhes for another. I now found that love had not loft 
the leaft ground in my heart, and having but by the 
extremity of my fear, been compelled a while to fcreen 
its influence, thofe fears removed, blazed out again 
with the fame violence as ever. Never was there a more 
unhappy bride. The night I pail in tears, and ear!y in 
the morning I forfook my bed, in fpite of the count's 
endeavours to detain mr; and going in to my clofetwith 
my favourite woman, difburthened fome part of the 
heavy anguifh of my foul in complaints : fain would I 
have w itten to Lorenzo, to acquaint him with what 
I had been compelled to do, and entreat his pardon for 
my breach of vow; but could not venture to do it while 
he remained at fo great a diftance, not thinking it fafe 
to truft a letter of that confequence to the poft. With 
the utmoft impatience I longed for his return, flattering 
myfelf that I fhould be more at eafe, when he mould let 
me knew he had forgiven my involuntary crime. In 
ianguimments unbecoming the character of a wife, 

though 
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though then I thought them innocent, did I linger out 
the days of his abfence ; the count and my father omit- 
ting nothing which they thought might bring me into 
a better humour ; though the latter of them, whenever 
he was alone, did not fail to tell me, that he was not • 
unacquainted with the motive of my difguft, and that 
if balfams railed to work, corrofives hereafter fhould be 
applied. But neither threats nor perfuafions were of 
any effed to make me alter my manner of behaviour ; 
and it is moil certain, that had not the count loved me 
to a very great degree of tendernefs, he muft have hated 
and defpifed me for my ingratitude, and forgetfulneft- 
of the ftatipn to which he had raifed me. 

At length .my fatal wifhes had fuccefs, Lorenzo re- 
turned to Venice; which I no fooner was informed of, 
then I fent my confidante to him with a letter which 
contained thefe lines. 

*' IT is needlefs to tell you, that I have put count 
*' Caprera in pofteffionof that title which ought only to 
«* be yours. I doubt not but you are already fuffii- 
.*« cientiyinfomedof myfeeming guilt ; but of my real 
** innocence you are not, you cannot yet be fenfible. 
*' You know not with what feverities I was threatened 
" by a barbarous and inexorable father, nor can you 
** guefs how terrible was the conflict I endured betwixt 
*' love and duty ; be afTured, you never were dearer 
** than at that moment" when I gave myfelf for ever 
** from you, nor can the name of Caprera make any 
-«' change in my fentiments ; I am Anziana ftill. Fate, 
" cruel fate, has difpofed my perfon to another, but 
." the better part of me, my foul, isever yours. Oh ! 
." then forgive what it was impoftihle to avoid, with- 
u out being driven to extremities, fuch as would have 
" made me defpair of retaining your affedtions, tho 
44 only thing I ever hoped, the only thing lever feared ; 
" yes, you muft pardon me, muft pity, and muft love 
u me too ; nor can I think that wifh a crime againft 
16 "him 
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•' him* to whom compulsion, not inclination, gave my 
"-hand ; but were it Co, it is here excufed by the ne- 
** ceffity. I have been fo much aecnftomed to proofs tif 
" your affettion, that they make a part of my life, and 
" When they eeafe, the other maft infallibly , be at an 
" end : I believe it not impbffible to contrive a meeting 
" with you ; if fo, I. charge you, do not fail to come. 
* c I am diftra&ed till I fee you, and receive that con-* 
" folation in my misfortunes, which it is in your power 
" to afford to the unhappy, but not inconftant 

" Anziana. 

te P. S. Write to me by the bearer, confide* ©p* 
* c portunities of this kind are now become fcarce ; and 
** if you can think of any means to fee me, more eafy 
cc to be, accomplifhed than I have yet been able to hit 
tc upon, communicate them to this faithful girl, who 
*' knows,, as well as I, thereltraint I labour under, not 
** by the obfervance of a hufhartd, but a jealous fatter.'* 

1 ought to blufh, continued Anziaria, in repeating 
to you the contents of this letter, which are indeed of 
Arch a nature, as might make the leaft cenibrious be^ 
lieve, I had a meaning in them very different from thtft 
virtue I profeis ; but I proteft to you, with the fame 
Sincerity as I fliall anfwer Heaven, that I was wholly 
free from any thought of ill ; I longed indeed to fefe 
him ; I paffionately defiredthat he would continue tolovfe 
me ; and how far I might have been prevailed on by that 
defire and his entreaty, had I been, permitted to in- 
dulge it in frequent converfations with him, I cannot, 
dare not to anfwer ; but fate thought it Sufficient to 
make me miferablc without rendering me vicious alio* 
and contented with the facrifice I had made of my peace?, 
fufFered me not to reiigft my virtue. 

He received my letterjnot with the tranfports of ragfc 
which I expected ; and whatever difcon tents the new* 
of my marriage had occasioned, they were more than 

balanced 
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balanced by the pleafure he took in die wiflingnefs I 
expreft of continuing a correfpondence with him. The 
perfon.whom I fent to him was a woman of an excellent 
penetration ; and fhe aflured me, in terms as plain as 
theftatton file was in would permit her to do to a mifh-efs, 
that Lorenzo was not that difiivterefted lover we had 
believed him to be : fhe forbore, however, to exprefs 
what it was fhe thought of him, till I had read his letter, 
the contents whereof are written in my heart, and never 
can be forgot ; they were in this manner : 

" THOUGH J might juftly enough complain of 
€e your want of faith in my repeated afTurances, that no 
**' change of circumftances mould have the power to 
" alter that indelible afFe&ion I had vowed ; yet to 
" prove how much beyond my own I prize your in- 
" tereft, I wifh you all the happinefs the marriage-bed 
*' can yield : nor do I envy Caprera the poffeffion of your 
*' perfon, fince yon fo tranfportingly aflure me, that 
" your heart is mine. You have been accuftonred to 
" utter nothing but facred truth ; if this is fa, I fliould 
" be the moft unreafonable and ungrateful of my fex, 
" not to" be highly fatisfied whh my condition ; for 
" what may not the happy he, who rules the heart^ 
" command ! I have been talking to your obliging , 
" meflenger, and fhe thinks it not impoflible that I 
*' might be admitted into your own houfe late at 
*' night, when all the family are in bed 5 you pre- 
* € tending an indifpofition, to avoid lying with th4 

49 count . I mention this method as the moft 

" fafe one for your reputation ; for though, doubtlefs, 
4€ either of us would be welcome alone at our ufual 
" rendezvous ; yet as you know they are people of a 
" fcrupulous virtue, and we ufed to meet on other terms 
49 than now we can be fuppofed to do, they might think 
49 the liberty they allowed me with Anziana a fault, if 
99 indulged with the wife of count Caprera ; it will be 
» juft the fame, if feen together in any other place. I 
' , " fee 
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" fee no hazard of difcovery at your own houie ; but 
(C if by any unexpected means fuch a misfortune mould 
", arrive, be aflured of my inviolable integrity, and that 
c< I would fooner lofe my life than confeft I came thither 
<€ with your knowledge ; or had any entertainment from 
€€ you, but fuch as drove me to delpair. I would have 
" you confider of it, ho%vever ; and if you approve of 
" this proceeding, let. me know the time and hour 
*' when I may hope to feize my own, and triumph over 
" him, who has but by force made himfelf mailer of 
" the right of 

" The ever faithful, and 

'* paffionately devoted 
♦ ** Lorenzo. 

<* P. S. You muft extremely wron^ the paffion you 
r \ have infpired, if you believe not I mall attend a 
" fecond mandate with the extremeft impatience. Re- 
*' member that it is your part, not mine, to pity ; and 
" I cxpeft you to mow a bright example, how much 
* « you dare for love and gratitude." 

It is impoffible to exprefs what it was I felt at read- 
ing this letter ; never had 1 before experienced iuch an 
aftonifhment ; fuch a Hiock. — What means he, cried I 
out, as foon as I came to the conclufion, by integrity, 
Seizing his own, and triumphing over him -who by 
force is become mailer of his right ? He talks as if I 
had invited him to wrong the count, and had no other 
notion of continuing a converfation with him, than to 
carry on a (hameful intrigue. Heaven \ *how Have I 
been deceived in the difpofition Of this man. ! I thought 
he loved me with fo pure a flame, that fenfual enjoy- 
ment never was thought on by him ; but now I find his 
wimes had no other aim ; and flattered by the miiiakea 
kindnefs of my letter, he imagines there wants only aa 
opportunity to gratify them ; and believes lam aprof- 
titute in my nature, and that the vileft paffion has 

don " 
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• dominion over my foul. I could not, for fome time, 
enough compofe myfelf, to hear what my woman had 
to fay ; but when me fpoke, it was as I before informed 

-you ; and intimating, that he expected nothing lefs 
than to poffefs me with the fame freedom, as he would 
have been allowed to do, were he in count Capreri's 
place, I was in the utmoft rage with myfelf, for having 
written in a manner to give room for fuch a thought : 

. but as my defigns were wholly innocent, and meant ho 
more than to convert the love we had bore each other 
into as ardent a friend (hip, I was afhamed to think I had 
fo much tendernefs for a man of fo low and groveling 

• a foul, and who now appeared to know no more of love 
than the meaneft part of it, that which the difference of 
fex excites. I defpifed him fo heartily, that I know not 
if what I felt for him, for fome moments, might not 
be called loathing : my woman, ever faithful to my in- 
hered and fame, failed not to fay every thing in her 

power to heighten thb difgu.ft ; fain would fhe have per- 
fuaded'me to fend to him no more ; or if I did, to write 
in fuch a manner as mould convince him of the error he 
had been in, and make him afhamed ever to fee me more. 
But this advice did not relifh with me, I ftill perfifted 
in my intention of feeing him ; whatever hazard I'ran ; 
1 fancied I could make a profelyte of him ; and was 
pleaied to think, how great a glory it would be tq con- 
vert this grofs and footy flame into one all pure and 
elemental. The love of fouls I aimed to infpire, that 
fo we might enjoy a noble, diiinterefted, and platonic 
friendfhtp. This, as far as I can be judge of my own 
heart, was my defjgn ; how far it would have fucceed-. 
, ed, Heaven only knows, for I was, in a fatal manner, 
prevented from making the experiment. But to pro- 
ceed gradually with my ftory, after the confideration of 
about a week, I writ to him in thefe terms : 

" That I anfwered yours no fboner, was owing to the 
" uncertainty 1 was in, in what manner I fhould do it; 

" and 
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" and I kndw not, if Virtue wiH not be offend* i, tbat 
" I hold any correfpoodence with' a man, whofe deilgns 
" appear to be fo much* the reverfe of thofe infpired by 
" her. For Heaven's* fake, what has emboldened you 
" to hope, from the wife of count Caprera, what you 
€t never dared to*afk from Anziiam* ? If judging of your 
'* innocence by my own, I deiired the continuance •£' 
* c your frietjdihip ; which of my paft a&kms have given 
* c you cauie to- make fo vile aconftru&ion of my mean- 
" ingf. ? How could your dare fufpecl; me guilty ©fa 
" dishonourable thought? I told you, indeed, that I 
" was ftill your lower, but it was with fuch a kind of 
* e love that I regarded you, as angels pay to each other 
" in the realms of blifs ; all pure and inteile&ual, free 
" from all grofs defires or earthly appetite*. If I look 
" on the breach of my vow to you as a crime, which, 
** though enforced, requires my whole life's penitence- 
" to atone ; how can you think I would voluntarily 
cr violate that I have made to count Caprera before the 
" hoiyprieft? Such love as a chafte brother may to a 
" fifter give, I Jhall rejoice to find from you ; and fuch, 
c < and no other, can I pay to you. If you think this- 
" worthy your acceptance, and that we can converfe to- 
" getker in fuch a manner as to have nothing to. ap- 
" prehend from oar own confeiences, we (hall be the- 
€( better enabled to contemn what the world may fay 
<f of us, fliould our converfation be difcovcred ; though 
" not to give occafion for cenfure, I will contrive"- 
" to keep it as private as poffibie. Send me word,. 
'* after you have well examined the nature of your de- 
" fires, if you can reftrain them within the limits I 
" prefcribe, and you mail fee with what fpeed I witl 
V meet the lover of my foul. But endeavour' not to 
<< deceive yourfelf or me 3 pretend not to be what you 
€€ are not, nor imagine I dofo; or that I am, or ever 
" will be, one ftep beyond what honour will permit,. 
" Your lover, or your friend, 

" Anziana. 

•« P; S. Burn 
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" P. S. Burn my letters, as I do yours the mo- 
** ment I receive them ; but lay the contents of this 
" up in your, heart ; that if you fwerve in any point 
r * from the injunction it lays you under, you may*not 
** plead forge tfuinefs. Adieu ! As you perfevere* itt 
u virtue you (hall continue to be dear to me." 

Fool that I was, and vain of the power of my owir 
perfuaiion, I doubted not but this letter would make a 
convert of him, and longed for my meffenger's return, 
which I was perfectly allured in my mind would bring 
me an anfwer fuch as I wifhed ; nor was I greatly de-» 
ceived : he had too much of the artifice of his fex in 
him to contradict what I faid, till he had an oppor-i 
tunity to benefit himfelf by it ; at leaft I judge fo by 
what I have fince been told : the contents of whath* 
wrote ran thus. : 

€€ VIRTUE,' fair angel ! has- many branches, rtxst 
94 is chaftity always the m©# mining one it bears j 
" gratittde and companion areallowed to be the prime 
*' graces of humanity ; and when oppofed to thefe > 
* € the other degenerates to a vice. Is it to be of a 
" piece with Heaven, to deftrdy the man wha adores. 
" you, to inflict curfes where bleffings are implored; 
•' and be cruel to a wretch who throws himlelf upcm 
" your mercy ? Oh confider, Anziana ! nor let a too 
"' flriS adherence to one virtue make you become 
" guilty of injuring all the others. Even jufticer too 
" you forfeit, fmce you were mine before you were 
* " Caprera's : how often, dear perjured beauty ! have 
*• you called Keaven and every faint to witnefs; 
*' that you never would be another's ! and if com- 
" pelled by arbitrary power to f^fy thole vows*.. 
«' muft you aifo join in the wrong f You .might be 
" forced into the arms of the count, but by vow 
** own will are only debarred/from mine. I foK- 
** cit you, therefore, not to an a& of lhame, but 

** juftice i 
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c * juftice : I will, however, infift no farther on th& 
** theme till L have the bleffing of your prefence ; if 
** what I have then to fay proves ineffectual, I will be 
** dumb for ever on it. On this you may depend, 
€< that I fhall never have recourfe to violence ; and if 
" unable to convince you, that what I afk is not a 
•' crime to grant, would not receive it on any terms, 
" which, to reflect on hereafter, might give you dif- 
f r content, or the leaft fhadow. of remorfe. Believe 
" me, that your peace of mind is of infinite more 
" value to me than my own ; and .that if it can be 
u preferved 1 by no other means, than relinquifhing 
*' thofe hopes to which cur contract had given me a 
'* pretence, wiH make a facrifice of them, and confine 
g€ myfelf hereafter to the bounds you fet, however 
€ J painful or fatal they may prove. You arc the 
** miftreTs of my foul ; all its faculties are at your de*» 
€t votion, and to be directed by you ; difpofe 4 there- 
•*' fore, as you pleafe, of 

* € Your ever faithful 

€€ And moll obedient flave> 

" Lorenzo.** 

Though the .beginning of this letter gave me fome 
uneafinefs, the latter part of it entirely dimpated it j 
and I refted affured, that he would be indeed as con- 
formable to my will as he had promifed, and refolved 
.to give him a meeting as foon as I could contrive 
the means. I cdniidered on what he had propofed, and 
1 found nothing in it but what was fafe enough ; but 
the tendernefs the count had for me would not fuffer it 
to fucceed ; for when I feigned an indifpofition, and 
defired to fleep in my own bed, that indulgent hufband 
would needs quit his alfo, and watch by me : but a 
fm all time prefented me with an opportunity more 
ample than I could have hoped. Some diflurbance 
happening among the tenants on our land in the coon- 
try, my father was obliged to go thither in p rfon; 

he 
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he deiired count Caprera to accompany him, believing 
his presence, who in the right of me was to be their 
future lord, might be of fervice on this occafion. He 
would not refute my father, and thinking the journey 
might be too great a fatigue to me, being then great 
with child, they departed, and I was left at full liberty 
to do as I pleafed. They had no fooner left the houfe, 
than I took pen and paper, and wrote to Lorenzo in 
thefe terms : 

"THE k>ng-wifhed moment is at laft arrived ; my 
* c father and hufband, thoie diligent obfervers of my 
" every action, are both removed ; and before they can 
.." return, I Aall have many opportunities to perfect the 
-." work' I. have begun. This night, about twelve, 
" the family will be all in bed, all but myfelf and 
" faithful maid, who will attend to admit you. Re- 
*' member the conditions on which I grant this liberty, 
" and give me no caufe, as you fay, hereafter to re- 
" pent my condefcenfion. Yours, 

" Anziana, 

" P. S. A gentle rap againft the window- mutter 
f r fhall be the fign ; take care that there are no paf- 
." fengers in the flreet when you make it. 'Till then, 
«' farewell*" 

I difpatched my v woman with this, with a hade and 
impatience which was not ufual with me ; and might, 
therefore, have ferved as an omen of its fatality, had 
I been capable of reflecting on it. She difcharged her 
truft with her ordinary fidelity, and was returning to 
me with an anfwer, when my father a,nd the count, 
having met with fome company in the flreet, which 
had delayed their taking horfe, were juft paffing by 
the houfe of Lorenzo, that ill-ftarred moment as fhe 
came out of it. The former of them knowing well who 
it was that dwelt there, and fired with a jealoufy of the 

honour 
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honour of his family, catched hold of her, and- bid 
her make no difturbance, but go along with him. The 
terror ar,d furjirize (he was in would- not fuffer her to 
have prefence enough of mind to form any excufe, if 
there had been a poflibility of makirtg one for fuch a 
vifit ; and a houfe being near, over the mailer of 
which my father had an influence, he thruft her in : 
my hufband followed, but was too much overwhelmed 
with wonder to aft: the meaning of what he faw, *tili 
my father eafed him of it, by calling the poor trem- 
bling wench all the opprobrious names his fury courd 
invent ; fuch as the bawd of her miftrefs's fhame, and 
witnefs of her diihonour; and not doubting but me 
had fome letter about her, fearching for it, he im- 
mediately found' one in, her bofom, which contained 
enough to make him imagine hia*4el£ confirmed in tRe 
truth of what he feared. 1 have had it too* or*en« re- 
peated to* b& capable of forgetting it ; the words were 
thefe : 

** TG ! gfcr about to inform you of the raptures with 
u which I received yours, would be as vain an endeavour 
" as it is to reprefent my impatience for that dear hour, 
*' which is to put me in poSeffion of a- blefling I have Co 
" long languished for. To- think that I fhaft fee An- 
" ziana again, and be permitted to converfe with her 
" as I have done when no curft ties made her ano- 
"'therY mght, is fueb a profusion, fuch an extrava- 
" gance of delight, as is almoft fatal to me 5 and I 
t( have fcarce breath to fpeak my thanks. But our kind 
* c confidante, who fees my transports, will be better 
" able to make a defcription of them, than all I can 
** fay. Depend on every things thou fovereign of my 
** foul ! that you would wiih to find in 

♦< The moft faithful, and moft 

* r cbfequious of mankind, 
"Lorenzo." 

. This 

% 
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This did -my . father read aloud to the count ; and 
%y what I have told you of his paflion for me, it is eafy 
for you to guefs into what an excefs of jealous rage it 
jnuft tranfport him. There was all the room in the 
world for him to believe I was carrying on an intrigue, 
the moft diihonourable that could be ; he knew not the 
conditions on which I had confented to admit him ; 
and 1 cannot, without being guilty of partiality, but 
confefs that there was a warmth in this letter, which 
tad no affinity with platonic love. It is difficult to 
fay, whether my father or hufband were now moft in* 
cenfed againft me, or which formed the moft cruel 
fbatagems of revenge on him by whom they imagined 
themfelves injured and affronted ; but between them, 
there was one contrived, which I know not if any age 
can parallel, and I am' fure none can exceed : They 
ordered my woman to be faft bound, and locked in an 
mpper room ; having firft, with their drawn daggers at 
her throat, compelled her to write a billet to me, Con- 
taining thefe lines : 

"AN accident, fuch as will take up more time 
" than I can now afford to relate, takes me from the 
" honour of your fervice. It may be long before I 
* c enjoy the happinefs of returning. I fend this, there- . 
** fore, . to let you knew, I delivered the letter you 
" entrulled nie with, fafe into the hands of Signior 
<€ Lorenzo, who cannot enjoy the bleffing you would 
' ' beftow on him ; this night being, as he fays, obliged 
** to attend the iffue of an affair on which his life de- 
",pends. I vvifh you could be able to forget him 
" entirely, or think on him but as a man unworthy of 
f ' your favour. I am, with all refpeft and duty, 
" Your Ladyftrip's 
* € moft devoted and faithful feryant, 

" Lawrana." 

It 
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It was to no purpofe that this poor creature attefled 
my innocence, by all the aiTeverations fhe was capable 
of making ; it appeared evident to them, that if I had 
not already been guilty in fad, I intended to be fo that 
night; and therefore leaving her in the houfe where 
they had firfl carried her, they went to the 'place where 
their attendants waited with the horfes ; they ordered 
them to purfue their journey, telling them, they would 
overtake them the next day. This being done, they 
concealed themfelves in the fkirts of the town where 
they were not known, till the approach of night ; when, 
difguifed and muffled in their cloaks, they returned, 
and waited at the end of a back lane, through which 
they knew Lorenzo muft be obliged to pafs ; and as 
ibon as they faw him, without giving him the leaft 
warning of his fate, plunged both their daggers in his 
bread, on which he immediately fell : the place being 
extremely private^ gave them no apprehenfions of any 
perfon coming along, and they tarried by the dead 
body, till fome men, whom they had ordered at that 
Jiour, came and joined them, and carried it to the houfe 
of a furgeon, who had been brought up in the family 
of count Caprera, and was entirely at his devotion. 
Revenge not fatiated even with the death of the fup- 
pofed offender, this cruel hufband and father purfued 
if farther yet, denying the rites of burial to the lifelefs 
bones, which they ordered to be clean fcraped, and 
difrobed of all their flefh, and then fet up in the manner 
you fee. For that, oh Miramillia! continued flie, point- 
ing to the anatomy, that dreadful fpettacle was the once 
gay, admired Lorenzo. 

Here the burfting grief broke in a fecond time on her 
difcourfe, and fhe was compelled to give fome time to 
it before fhe could proceed ; which at lafl fhe did in 
thefe words : 

Little was I capable of guefling what had happened, 
yet was I feized with a Grange difcrder at the receipt of 
Lawrana's billet ; and when afterward I was told by 

fome, 
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Ibme, who little imagined how nearly I was interefted 
in the news, that Lorenzo was abfeonded none knew 
where, I was not without feeling feme jealous p«ngs : 
it entered into my head, that my woman had fubverted 
me in his efteem ; and the remonftrances (he had daily 
given me, not to indulge too far the tendernefs I had 
for him, confirmed me in that opinion. The girl wa§ 
young, well bred, had a great deal of wit, and a more 
than ordinary fhare of beauty ; and to have them both 
miffing at tjie fame time, gave a kind of reafon for 
this conje&ure. The letter fhe had wrote to me, 
took from me all fufpicion of the truth ; and it never 
once came into my thoughts, that; what had pafTed be- 
tween us, had reached either my father or my hufband $ 
but if it had, the letters which I received from them 
every poll, would have dispelled fuch an imagination ; 
both writing to me with a tendernefs which I could 
not have expe&ed from them, had I believed they had 
been fenfible of my conduct. It was, it feems, the 
advice of count Caprera, that they mould difTemble 
with me in this manner, till the time of my delivery, 
which now drew near, was arrived. At their return to 
Venice, nothing could I read in either of their couni- 

- tenances, which could give me caufe to think they were 
di(pleafed with me; and the indulgence they fhewed me, 
with the fuppofed infidelity of Lorenzo, by degrees 
abating the paffion I had for him, I grew perfectly tran- 
quil and eafy in my mind. Oh ! had I never been 
undeceived, I had been happy; but the hour which 
was to make mc a mother being come, how prodigi- 
oully was I alarmed, when I faw my hufband and my 
father enter the' chamber, leading between them a 
prieft, who had formerly been my confefTor, but had 
of late been abfent on a foreign viiitatidn : the women 
being defired to withdraw into another room, he began 
to talk to me of the duties of confeJion, and the. little 

" hope there was of finding mercy at the eternal judg- 
ment-feat, for any perfon who left this world without 

having 
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having firft receivedabfolufityn froni thoje wh0{ejbtf$j»q$h 
it was to give it ; which, as he faid^ could not be/dopy^ 
without revealing all the, remembered tranfgrelEons of 
our lives. You are no^J^ a^coa^j^n^ continued iie* v 
whkh brings death ! fo..ngj^fo^th^^H^ (eternal d^t 
hangs over your head, .^a^g ) ^..^ | .^lxnig%ty^ 
•word to firike'you to the center. .... Beware,, .then, that ; 
you have not yet fome undifcovered fin which hangs, 
upon your confcience, nor let fhanie, or. fear of what 
any mortal powei* can do, prevail on. you %q hide it t . 
Speak, and be forgiven j or dying in i4U<ence,' jexpe&no* 
mercy. He faid much, more, to JtRe ,£arn££i^ppib, X 
being too much difordered, between; pain and wonder* . 
*o reply ; but when by repeated abjurations * uiggd to . 
fpeak, Iafiuredhim, that I ha^. nothing to reveal, but 
what I had already confefTed to him, who was my fpki- 
tual director. But that is not fnffclent, cried my father 
fternly ; a vaft eftate depends on t)^e heir you are about 
to bring into the world, arid mu,{f not !be^ the portion ,of -a 
fpurious race ; anfwer with the fayie truth, as you mull- 
do at that dread Tribunal, where, perhaps, you may, in 
a few moments appear, if it be to your hufband, count, 
Caprera, that the production of, this yet unborn is. 
owing ; and if no other man has ever prevailed on the 
weaknefs of your fex, in prejudice of your honour 
and your vow. The iurprize I had been in to what 
this vifit tended, now gave way to an adequate rage^ 
when I found it was occahoned by jealoufy. What ! 
cried I, am I fufpe&ed and taxed, in this cruel manner, 
of a crime my foul abhors ? Ungrateful man ! purfued 
X, turning to the count, fmce thou could ft think mofalfe, 
believe me frill fo ; nor can I do lefs than inflict the 
jjunifhment of doubt fcr fuch a wrong. So great was 
my fury at that time, that J believe, though ray father 
protefted the women mould, not come in to my afliftance 
till I had made a more pofitive anfwer to the queftiofl^ 
propofed tome, I mould rather have chofen death, than 
have given the fatisfaclion they required, if the intereft 

of 
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tf -my child, who they both fwore Ihould be an outcaft 
ia* fbon as born, had not prevailed on me ; and I at 
length gave my oath, that never had I yielded to the 
cites of love but with the count my hufband. This 
done, they left me, and the women were permitted to 
come in ; but I was fo difordered with the late treatment 
f had received, that it very much increafed the danger 
of my condition, and my life was defpaired of by every 
body in the room. I was, however, at laft delivered of 
the eldeft of thofe fons you fee here : but never mother 
tefs rejoiced in being fo. Infteadof the congratulations I 
expe&ed from a father and a hufband, and thofe obliging 
tenderneffes for which women chearfully go through 
that dreadful moment, mine regarded me but with 
frowns, and fullen difcpntent, civil to me but when 
other company was'prefent. It is certain, that what- 
ever people may pretend, grief, without the affiftance of 
Tome other difeafe, will never kill; it may by degrees 
confume the fpirits, and decay the body, but not de~ 
flrqy it immediately, elfe had not I furvived the treat- 
ment I then endured ; much lefs that which foon after 
was my lot. The count, who to that fpirit of revenge, 
which is natural to the Italians in general, had a more 
than ordinary (hare of it in his composition ; and though 
he was now pretty well convinced I had not wronged 
him in fa&, was certain in his own mind, that I had 
done fo in intention, and that the other alfb had not 
been wanting, had it not been prevented by the death 
of Lorenzo ; it was not in his power to inflift more on 
him. I muft be the next, therefore, that felt the force 
of his indignation ; and though the condition I had been 
in > had till now prevented him from letting it loofe upon 
me, now was the time to vent the long pent-up paffion 
of his fcruggling foul, and fhew me, that all the love he 
had borne me, was hot fufficient to combat with the 
dictates of his more prevailing refentment. I was fcarce 
able to go out of my chamber, when he told me, he 
Jiad a fpe&acle to prefent me with, which had formerly 
Vol. II. X afforded 

Digitized by GoOgle 



i$4 T H E F R XTf TLESS 

afforded me much fatisfa&ion : and- taking me by the 
hand, led me to this cloiet,, where he had ordered the > 
bones of the unfortunate Lorenzo to be placed as they * 
ftill remain. Though I had no more than an indiftind - 
guefs at the dreadful truth ;, yet an object fb aftonifhing; * 
fo fhocking, had almoft deprived me of my fepfesy '- 
before I knew the caufes I had for grief. But when he • 
related the ftory, and with a barbarous pleafure dwelt} " 
en the cruel triumph he had gained, my fpirits, weakened 
with pain and inward difcontenvwere grown too .weak to - 
fuftatn a difcovery fo alarming ; and I fell motionlefs at - 
the feet of this vindictive huiband. • He made uie of- 
his utmofl endeavours, indeed,. *Q retovtnr me j but 
when he had, ' What exclamation* did I not utter ? 
What did I not (ay of upbraiding and reproachful ? 
How did now all my former tendernefs for Lorenzo re- 
turn, and with what an extremity of deteftation look- : 
upon his murderers ! The names of father and hufband* * 
were too little to awe the prefent fury of my foul. A 
thoufand times I cried out to them to compleat their 
cruelty, and fend me to my dear Lorenzo; nay, was 
but .wifh the greateft care and diligence prevented from* 
giving mvfelf that death which they denied me. The 
violence of my paffioh, I think, abated that of .the 
count's,, and he began to treat me with more mildnefs ; 
and at lall to endeavour, by all the ways he could in- 
vent, to alleviate my difcontentj ; but I refufed to lifted 
to any tiding he faid : and one time, when he was more 
than ordinarily afliduous about me, I flung from him, 
and throwing myfeif on the floor, made a iblemn vow, 
that iince he had brought Lorenzo to me, though not in 
a condition to know, or. reward my conftancy, no day 
of my enfuing life fhould pafs, without fome part -of" it 
being ;fpent with him. For many months did I refute 
cither to fieep or eat with the count, whom I never called 
I y any other title, than that of murderer, ruffian, and 
bafe ai&tfin ; but pafliens, which rage with that violence 
nunc didy are feldom of long continuance. JTfoe ten- 

dcraei* 
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4ernefs he now refumed for me, the penitence he now 
expreil for what the impatience of his jealoufy had 
made 'him; aft, » at. length won me to forgive him, and 
endeavour to cpmpofe my felf. It. is now ten years fince 
this affair happened, and time, as it decays all things, 
Jias deprived my griefs of their former poignancy. In 
compliance with my vow, however, I devote an hour 
every day to the memory of Lorenzo, in this recefs, * 
-which is the repository of all that now remains of him* . 
JLawrana was, fome time after the difcovery, releafed 
of. her confinement, and permitted to attend me as 
formerly ; fhe is very often my companion in this fad - 
-employment, and we join the mournful accents of our 
iighs for poor Lorenzo's fate. The decorum of the 
world, the love I bear my. children, whofe intereft it i* 
I ihould live well with their father, oblige me . to feign , 
a fbrgetfulnefs, as much as.poffible, of what is pail; 
and the real tendernefs which I believe he now again . 
ieels for .me, makes him omit nothing which may in- . 
duce me to return it. Thus is the fecret of our mis- 
fortune concealed from all who know us ; you are the 
only perfon intruded with it, and I depend wholly on 
your honour for the preferring it. 

Here fhe ceafed : and the other, after alluring her . 
that fhe never would reveal one fyllable of what fhe had . 
Taid, told her, fhe was amazed how fhe could wear a 
look of fo much ferenity, when it could not be but 
that her heart muft be all confufion and diforder. 
Cuftom, replied fhe, renders all things eafy ; even 
<diffimulaticui, to which my nature was ever moll averfe* - 
by a long habitude I am now grown perfeft in ; befides, 
it is no inconfiderable lightening to the weight of my 
affii&ions, that I give a loofe to them in this clofet. 
My mind, diibnrthened of the prefling anguifh by the 
vent I give it in tears, and in complainings here, has 
fomething of an unaffe&ed chearfulnefs when I forfake 
this fcene of horror. You fee, therefore, MiramilKa, 
•that 'there are woes in the uord, of a nature infinitely 
K z lvperie/ 
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faperior to fhofe yon labour under, and ytf. are untE£ 
covered even by the moft prying eyes, ,. ,.;•'/.,>, ^ x 
They had ibme farther coniiderattons onthiiieacL 
after which the forrowfnl mother took he/ le^ve/'beanj 
well 'convinced it was not from Ansiana that the, coujd 
fiope to retrieve her dear ion. : A*, her return ,|p jier 
own habitation, fhVfethesrfclf to thfekwhom jjiefhpul^ 
next addr*fs a ; and in a moment, running thrpugh t}ie 
•whole clefs' of "her aquainttfnce., flic bethought* Jier\$f 
*a f !ady, who ii ad been married very young to. a genxli*- 
irian ftie paffionatefy Joyed, &ad w*s,ss ; inuch heloy^J 
by him ; but his relations being incenfed af t^^atc}}, 
Jiad contrived by aftoatagcm jo f^d h^beyoid^, 
•to a place where he jeould. nether write ,tp her, rjor 45- 
Tceive any letters from heri They were fe^^rated Tjf^r 
many years ; but the peHbn who occafioned jit !?««£ 
rafted to arifwcr in another world, for the -cruelty and 
J *rijuftice he had been guilty of in this, the hridegroom 

" blffithjttl 



'Wtfs at laft returned to the longing, : arms ,of MsJ^iti 
wife-. ■ Thef joy of ftich a meeting;, joined, ta ai;amn- 
ence ' of* ; fortune, fcemed to, promife MiramUua jwfi^t 
Hie had Been difappointed of in Ajrziana ; and as &e 
\had been extremely intimate with her,. and ha<d com- 
forted her'in her afflictions, (he doubted not .hint 4|e 
would be as ready to receive her now in this happy re- 
verfe of Aer fate : ,ihe, therefore, made all imaginable 
Jiafte to her houfe to with her joy, and to kthcr^knjpjw 
the fervice Ihe believed was in her power to render 

lier. ., _ >; f ^ _ 

She was not aVceived" in one parf *6F her conje&ure ; 
Iferia, for that was the name of the lady (he went to 
vifit, embraced her, and feemed infinitely obliged.' to 
her, that Ihe added to the number of thofe who came 
to congratulate her on this fortunate turn in her affairs* 
Some time was taken op in difcourfes on ordinary ot- 
ters ; but Miramillia* being full of the buflneft wlich 

• had brought her thither, entreated to fpeak to/herin 

* pivue. On which, the other taking her by the hand, 

led 
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t * ?. ^T 2 T T>T f tf ' ;' -. 
Te4 her into a fine garden, at the upper end of which" 

w& a grotto: 5- whidi -entering, ai 4b©a »s they werf 

&ated, the forrowful- mother %egan: her 1 fiery* 'a«d rer- 

y&arii ng tker wdrd& 'of che fbrhine-ieJltr, jfegggpd-; fhe 

WbuTd mike' la trfe!'^ lis truths by>und£rtaktag u th> 

Ktile piece of wwltj forwftich^ fhe toid hsn fhecpuW 

Sot doubt of her being qualified, fincc fhe<h*d,> in hef 

"dear huftand, all that ihe had ever wifhed to bepoffeffed 

;bf. '' She had no (boner concluded thefe words, than 

'the "othergave fo deep afighi that the grieved Miramillia, 

"Before fhe Q>6ke* was more than half convinced, her 

fearch' 'was not here to end. It is a fault, anfwered Iferia, 

'toViyilh with too much ardency, which Heaven fome- 

timeY punifhes with the utmoft feverity. ' I cannot fay, 

6ut that I have found more mercy, and that I cannot 

xajl myftrf unhappy, while I enjoy theibcietv of my 

vdear Montranb, iny^ever loved, and, ever loving huf- 

'fcandY yet *s theiie not a peribn. ia the world Jefs fit to 

'tie, employed in the taflc^yotttneationi than my felt But 

lefryou mot^d ? !ftt<pec^ : toy friendlhip, I will give yew. a- 

" proof*' of" iti which I intended none ever fhoirfd receive 

: ijroin hie, that' of revealing to you the truth of my 

^affairs. 4 " After which, I fhall leave yourfelf to judge* 

' E^bynfy hands the enchantment you defire can poffibly 

'^e* wrought;. The other, ; making no other- reply to 

th^fe words than a low bow; in r token that, ftie would' 

^ttfee it^'as a favour, (he began the narration ihe. bait 

v ^iromifed in this manner. ^ 



The HISTORY of MONTRANO ak» 
'" V " ISERIA. 

: ^Gf OU lenow, faid ihe, that the paffion with which; 

*■■ iClontrano and myfelf were mutually inipired^ 

hurried us to a private marriage, without obtaining th* 

•' K 3 confes* 
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confent of Polufino, the uncle of Montrano, and from 
whom alone he had any dependance ; his father haying; 
wafted the beft part of the eftate which was to defcend 
to him on a courtezan, of whom he was fo fond, that 
he quitted one of the beft of wives rn the world, and 
lived wholly with her- Polufin6, however, had a very 
plentiful fortune, and having no children of his own, 
ie declared toT every body, that the young Montrano 
mould Be his heir : I, on the other hand, had but a 
imall dowry, and that too in hands whence I could 
not eafily call it out ; nothing, therefore, could be more 
unadvifed, than for two people in fuch circumftances to 
join in marriage : but love is deaf toreafon ; the fum 
of our deiires being the enjoyment of each other, we 
looked oh all the misfortunes which might arife from 
fuch an union, as nothing worthy our regard : we took 
all imaginable care, however, to conceal what we had 
done from the knowledge of Polufino ; but our caution 
was in effeft ual, he was informed of it immediately ; and 
K.'.rcc tv/o liours'had v/'e been in ted, before he broke 
'into the houfe where we 'lay, with a great number pf 
armed men ; who forcing Montrano to rife, tore hinx 
from my trembling arms, and bearing hint away, , left 
me in a fwoon, which had like to have been fatal to 
me ; for the people of the houfe, furprifed at what had 
happened, came not into the chamber for a confider* 
able time; but when they did, they found me oh the 
floor, naked, cold, and in all appearance dead : they 
applied things proper for my recovery, however, in cafe 
there were any remains of life left in me, which, to- 
gether with the natural ftrength of my conftitution, at 
laft brought me to myfelf, contrary to the expectation of 
all about me. I will not prolong the time by a tedioua 
repetition of the exclamations I made ; you may believe 
they were excejSive,. and proportioned to the greatnefs of 
my misfortune. But how. infinitely more wretched* 
even th,an what I feared, did I find myfelf, when the 
next morning, by break of day, I fent in fearch of 

hini, 
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him, and heard, that the next moment to that in which 
'. he was ravifhed from my embraces, he was fent on 

board a yeflel, which then lay ready to fet fail, and was 

bound to fome part of the Indies ? but which, I could 
~ not by any perfon'be refolved I The years of fruitlefs 

expectation, which I wafted in hope of his ret tun, ot 

* hearing fome news of him, are well known to you, who 
fo generouily viiited me in^that diitrefs, and omitted do 
tender office of fnendfhip to- alleviate my forrows. 
§even times had the increafing fun chcared the glad 

* hufbandman and bleft the fields^while all was winter and 
tfye gloom of night in my fad: mind. Polufino in thii 
time died, bequeathing his whole fortune to Montnxno, 
if ever he could be heard of; which claufe gave a vaft 
addition to my griefs, iince till that time I had believed 
he had not been ignorant where it was he remained : I 

T now doubted not but that he was dead; men arein,- 

, cpnftant, variable ;in their inclinations as the ever- 

r ^hanging wind, faid I. to myfeif ; but though, another 

. objeel taking pofTeiTion of his heart, he might forget 

his fuffering wife, the coniidcrarion of his intereft would 

.not permit him to be remifs in his duty to his unci?. 

No, no, would I cry out, he is not falfe 1 eternal truih 

and ever-grateful fondnefs have on earth no being 

but in his mind. But he is dead, he is dead I and it 

is a prophanation of his memory, to harbour even 3 

thought to the difadvantage of his honour or his love. 

I now looked on myfeif as a widow, wore the habit of 

one, and endured, perhaps, more real anguifh in my 

heart, than the moft truly difcon folate. one ever had th# 

capacity of feeling, or than the mod artful one had 

difiimulation enough to affect. Even time relieved not 

my affliction, my griefs feemed rather ftrengthened by 

age ; and the more I reflected on the merits of Mon- 

trano, the more I became inconfolable for his loft. *I 

believe you are not infeofible, that every body believing, 

as I did, that he was dead, I had many who addrefled 

aie for marriage : /one of their offers appeared too 

£4 advantageous ' 



d by Google 



advantageous to berefufed,.and I.was daily pfe&fedrfep 
iny friends to pitch, on one of them ; bat all my notion^ 
of love were dead, when I thought Montrano fo ; ami 
refolving to devote jny future days entirelyto his-me** 
mory, as a grief I thought moft juft, I made a foknttf 
vow to continue as I was : but that not being effe&uaf 
to eafe me of their importunities*: it was mydefign to* 
retire to a monastery, and was fettling- my tittle aflarirs 
that I might do fo, without having any. incumbrance* 
from tie world upon me, when Monfrano returned* $ 
had a maid, who had lived with me from the time *har 
dear youth had nrft made his addreifes to me; and as' 
I was fitting one day reading in my clofet, fhe earner 
running to me^ with all the marks of the moft ftrong' 
amazement written on her countenance* .Two gen-^ 
tlemen, faid fhe, with -an accent Which feemed to heft-' 
tate with"' terror, entreat to ipeak with yon ; one muft 
be my Lord Montrano,. or his ghoft : Jhe has his eyes, ' 
his mouth, his very fhape and. air, only more thin- and 
iieje&ccL It is certain, that this- poor girl verily be- 
lieved rf>e had feen a fpirit,. for •' never did I behold a ; 
creature in fuc.h difcrder ; but I had.no leifore to think *• 
on the occaiion of it, when he entered the clofet; • 
guefling at the furprize I fhould be in, and having not 
patience to wait till it fhould permit me to come dowiv - 1 
Iferia I my dear Iferia ! cried he, am I again fo'blefl * 
to fee you ? And, with thefe words {hatching me to his *. 
bread, prevented my falling on the floor* -• as - Ir was 
ready to do, overcome with an excefs of <joy and won* 
der. This abfence of mind lafted, however, hut for 
a moment, and I again awoke to fenfe, to thought,* 
and rapture. Impofiible would it be, as well aa im- 
pertinent, to repeat to you the welcomes 1 gave him, • 
or thefoftnef&of his reiterated endearments ; there are '> 
* thoufand little incqherencies in the talk of lovers * 
which delight beyond the expre&on, yet will he ridii 5 
culous when reported afterwards* . The accent, the ' 
manner, is infinitely more; eloquent than the words $*** 

Mid 
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f*fctitoiigh love id'fteqwcn^yfJbll^ii 1?o NWrto imatce 
ktodclf be known ;• yfct Writ ffioref* often is 'patt ''to'haVe 
reeourfe toahefoft fbllife^bf 'lovfe^ to make iiimfeiF" re- 
wardctL r • . Gur mutual 'trStri%orts%otiId } hof perrftit riie 
UKraediately to perfeeive there wa^aflrahgfe gentfeWn 
It :ibe ropmj^bwr^kjeh-I -did,- the corifiifibn' I SS^as iri 
£*- bavifcg fo lowgiiegteaed%imi A niady itie btufh'exi' 
tttme&y; and the more I aimed to apologise foY it 1 , the; 
morel fbond myfelf at a- loft how to 1 do itV biit Mori 7 
frano gaeffing<at my thoughts, relieved nie ^ and with, 
a*i: admirable addVe#'efrcufed 2 me to- Ws'rKeijdV 1 Who t 
fecttt perceived wa^ tti&at^bf e^el&nt ^obd'tenTfe rind, 
hrttediny; he utedemti $r-n1# tuftil' a^eatmkny fine' 
cgmpfimente^ciwiih 4vhi<?h r >he 'ArtruW Mh^lbi' plmt\ 
praifes x>fMontraftd. - '* Whetf f He?aVehV ra#! hV, 'fornifd'l 
a~pair comptotJlilfeMotftra^an^'the bekuWfful fferia', 
it certainty imendedtthenYas ftappf as 1 thejfare! de^fvi rig ; 
tQ?be £*.?.. It ft, tkereiy^ ^itotfgh Wfnaltk us 1 c&fl Om- ; 
nipolehce in qne#to,,Tind^rrHe f fc#^ tb ' 

theinfeia&al p0tentt$e?'#f ite)» rafefyrt^n^fHould^arriv^e ' 
\^iok»tnight deilitfp r tth«i> ^erft^. ^lftpuld f fia^e'tdlceri^ 
thefettroirdr &* hier ei'gdlintr^, < atf d ' rtgafcfcd them T rio ' 
farther, if $ hkd norfeen tfc^fece of Mon^ntriove^etf ^ 
withi a^&arfet^k&Ji which 1 : w& rn 'a mpment^ftftcee&d 4 
by< A^deadJjn paterafeq: Xft& foot* * *nli%'tiSfe-^vir- : 
whelmed d^^dWfl^caft»4y^' 1 %ri^h { (Aficlrl^r retrained t 
from forcings' palfage hettce", a¥tf ^fhing^otit hi tedfs, 
Yoo niays believe fc ft»n^ i ^" 1 dijflig^ r iMnir*ll" ; tt« ; ' i 
fyrapt»m« of -theexceft^of ijfcykb ,/ tRo$?6f f rie£ Whicii ' H 
nowil obiferved in him^nTled'ttleVrlfch *±he Wibft ifiocking 
furprize? yet reibivingt^ conceal' it as kncfras pb'fliolej / 
The: misfortune* which threatened 1 tfs with lafHng woe, ' 
replied 1/ are now, -I* hope, - blown over, and all Our ■> * 
day* to come*are ; harmonyan<! peace; Atleaft, con- 
tinned I, they mn&i^ fo, if Mtfritrano feels as fincere • 
a fatufa&on fejourre-^rition as Iferia does. I'fifced '* 
my eyes on hk race intently, as-' Pfpokethefe wofds, .' 
and&oftd fa fttftii conftrAonthere> as made me certain * 
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in my mind, fomething extraordinary had happened 
which I mould know too foon ; but what, I could not be 
allured. A thoufand apprehenfions, all at once, came 
crofs my thoughts, which, though I was impatient to 
difcover the truth of, I feared to aflt j the diforder in my 
foul was too vifible in my countenance, for both Mon- 
trano and his friend not to perceive it ; on which the 
former, afluming an air as much compofed as poffible, 
coniidering the various agitations with which he, doubt- 
lefs, at that moment was poffeft, and turning to the 
ftranger, My dear Alceftus, faid he, Iferia is yet igno- 
rant of the reafons which, till now, prevented me from 
letting her know (he had a living hulband : I entreat you 
will relate them to her, omitting no occurrence, which 
either you have been an eye-witne.fs of, or have heard 
from my repetition. I will, in the mean time, indulge 
reflection in yonder gardens, and pay my thanks to the 
mighty Difpofer of all things, that I am permitted once 
more to fee this treafure of my foul ; and that I find her 
in perfect health, and not forgetful of her ever faithful 
Mon trano. He concluded thefc words with embracing: 
me in. fo tender a manner, as entirely diflipated all the 
imaginations I had lately conceived to the prejudice of 
his conftancy : I entreated him to Hay while his friend 
gave me the hiflory of .his adventures, or that he would 
let me know them from his own mouth ; but he fo ear- 
nestly begged, I would allow him the liberty he defired, 
that I at laft forbore to prefs him contrary to his incli- 
nations; and as foon as he had left the room, Alceftua 
began to execute his commands in thefe terms. 

A perfon, faid he, who was indebted to my father 
for a considerable fum, having removed himfelf and his 
eife&s to Ceylon, one of the Afiatic iilands, I was 
obliged to go there; the governor of ihe fort being a 
particular friend of our family, we judged be would 
have intereft enough with the Dutch factory there, u> 
compel tjie villain to do us juittce ; I embarked in jthe 
fame ihip, on which Montrano, at the dead of night, 

wa# 
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was forced oil board; we began an intimacy 'there,' 
which I hope will end not but with dur lives. He re- 
lated to me the hiftory of his paffion for you, his mar- 
riage, and that that was the reafon of his being fent to 

* Ceylon, where one, who had been formerly a, fervant to 
Ms uncle, lived now in great repute ; having had the 
good fortune to pleafe the widow of a Dutch merchant,' 
who made hint her hufband, and put him in poflMtdh 
of all her effefts; which was very conftderable. 'With' 
this perfon, he told me, he was to tarry till command-' 
ed back by his uncle, which he expected would not be * 
foon : he concluded his narration with thofe praifes oP 
you, which your beauty merit.*, and a thoufand vows L 
of an eternal fidelity. Though 1 was "extremely troubled 
at his misfortune, a little *mbtiv£ of felf-interefl made 4 
me ptleafed, that I had fo Agreeable a companion in my 
voyage, and the time I was to remain at Ceylon ; but 
to alleviate his melancholy, I gave him my promife, 
and indeed fpoke no more than I defigned, that I 
•would ufe the utmoft of my endeavours at my return,' 
and oblige my father tb do the fame, to prevail oa 

* his uncle to recal him:- but Heaven was pleafed to dis- 
appoint the defigns of us all. After having failed with 
a fair wind and profperous gaie, till we came within a 
few leagues of our intended port, a ftorm arole, as vio- 
lent as it was fudden ; we loft all our mafts, the belt- 
fprit was fplit in two ; and after being toft to and fro 
for feveral hours at the pleafure of the waves* a great ' 
&a came in, and drove us on a little ill and belonging to 
the Maldives, called Ekber, fhort of Ceylon about feveife 
leagues ; it was with great difficulty we got on ihore, all 
thofe little fpots of earth being encotnpaifed with huge « 
craggy rocks, and the favage inhabitants fo unfkilful 
in every tiling that can be called an art, that their 
harbours are little better than fo many whirlpools, 

* With an infinite deal of toil and care, however, we at 
laft got our long-boat in, which landing a few men at a 
time* returned for the reft ; but the captain, chief mate, 

£6 a**, 
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an<U*e amine** ftnting Jalbthn UtftVa fcdden hpyii-'pr 
canerifingin a moment,/ were ali loft by the reflfel'*- - 
- fplitttng* a* was -great par*of tbeoargo/; ,the reft lodged;' - 
on £ie;; rocks, whenfce they i were afemaifdsvbroaght ; :-• 
away, by the luofctbitent^of this barbarous place* We ? - , 
foon .found, that though w& had efcaped^the Tea, wc - 
werenot free .frem dangcus -a* fbrmidabtb as that could . -■-• 
threaten*. We. fad no fooner gained thelhore^ than > 
we ufere defcried. by two or .three of the natives, who- 
Jendiag. forth a loucL cry, ran up farther into the coufi- ■-" 
try ; and before we could well refolve in what manner we^ > ? 
wou^Tbehave among a people whom we eaftly perceived: --♦- 
to be wholly uncivil iaed, we f aw: near a hundred of them; * 
coming -towards us j fome. armed with, great branches- - 
torn oJF the tutes* fome with axes,, and a few with bows - 
and arrows ;, we now-repented that we had taken no care • 
to bring our, g una from on board, bat on fecond thoughts- 
had reason. to rejoice; for though we could have made 
a pretty good defence againit this little .troop, they, * 
would cej^inly have fallen on us in greater numbers, > 
and, oyer-powered by themy at laft - been , provoked -to s 
have given ys^worfe treatments we therefore opened our ' -- 
arms, an«J j>refe»ted to them ournaked breads, in tokens <• : 
of fubmimon; on. which they feemed to receive us 
kindly 5 but ^rawing .round us in a circle, conducted 
us, hallooing and toouting all the way they, went, till 
we came to .a place,, whichy as we found afferwttidav ' - 
was a kind of market, where flaves, fnchas we we** * ~ 
now become* were difpofed of to the beft bidder. 

In this ifland, and it feems in moll of the others be- 1 
longing to the Maldives, there is a fort of Incas, or 
king, but all tributary, and acknowledging an obedience 
to one fovereign of all, who refides in Male, the chief 
of the iflands, and ftiles himfelf the emperor of thirteen 
provinces, and of a thoufand iflands. He has a great 
number of ilaves, and when he comes abroad, is wor- • '' 
fhipped as a god. There. was at this time a perfon in 
Ekber- .employed by him to buy Ilaves, and the market- 

day 
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day happening to be the ne*t day -after wttfiafe, -we 

were exposed to fafe j myfelfv with '*\tf© of oar rnari- 
ners^jtoexe. chofen^for tirigvmighty &yeragn, but Mon- 
trano.w.as the purohafoof thelncxsof AHtare* wHoha4 
fenta rieuenger thither alfo on the fame etfafioV The; •• 
reafaiv,that> time, great marked wa* generally kiipt itf'Rfc*- 1 " 
bcr, :was <no£ only iiecaufciit was th§ .Jargeft 4f all :«fte 
iflands,;. frut Hkewife ;tlwuV lyingcatca m^e^ confide*- T 
able, distance from' -arty of the jothefs,; thaw they did 
from one another* and .more in the -main fea, there was 
a greater probability of unhappy perfonst, diftrefied by 
weather* y.takLngjrefnge there than in the others; i 
thougfefttit a very great addition to my misfortunes, *hat 
I wa* to jhe ieparatedifrom Montrano $ • and I believe h* : 
fpoke *o more than the truth, when he afterwards a£- •' 
fured.me it was So to him* . I will not ^trouble y$a with 
what befel myfelf in a fhre*>yeas& iervi tode among' thefe 
barbarous wretches. The charms of Montranogained »> 
him, .for fome rime* a milder fate*. He had been «ri-> ' 
ployed liar the vile, offices, for which he was bought 
not many days before, as he was working in the gar- 
den ofohe Iacas, a piece of paper, folded like a letter, 
fell at- his feet ; he took it up, and found it directed, in 
the Italian language, ' Totheaccompliihedilave;' and 
feeing- no peribn near him, he concluded it mult be 
thrown from Jbmeiof the palace-windows. The oddnefs 
of the adventure at firft gave him an infinite furprize ; 
but curiofity, at length,, getting the better of it, he 
unfolded the letter, in which he found a great jewel ; 
rich, hut ill fet, according to the manner of fo unpo- 
lite a country. But the value of this prefent was no 
ways confiderable, when compared with the knowledge, 
that there was a ptrfon among thefe Pagans, with whom 
there wa* a probability he might converge; catting his 
eyes, therefore, hafefcily over the letter, he found it con- 
tained thefe lines ; 

" SOME exclamations which I overheard you make the 
** other day, informed me that you are my country-man ; 

" your 
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" your* Sdr arid mien demonftrate you not to be of Are 
** inferior rank of men ;' I ihouid be glad to entertain- 
" you in a manner becoming your rank, but dare not 
4t make a public mow of the regard I have for you, left 
* € it mould be fatal to us both, but will foon contrive a 
* f way to leffen the hardftiips you endure; in the mean 
4€ time, defire you will not fail to be in the grove of 
" oranges, behind the banquetting-houfe, this night 
4t at twelve o'clock. Burn this billet, and take care to 
** conceal the diamond which I inclofed in it, more to 
*' give it weight, than that I thought fuch a trifle 
ft worthy the notice of a man I am refolved to favour." 

There was no name at the bottom ; nor was it in his 
power to form any conjecture, to whom it was he *was 
fo much obliged: it is needlefs, therefore, to fay he 
longed, with the utmoft impatience-, for the hour in 
which he hoped to have this riddle folved ; you muft 
believe, that in the circumftance of being a flave among 
the moft barbarous people in the world, condemned to 
offices With which he was no way acquainted, and for 
want of understanding the language in which he was 
commanded, little able to comprehend his matter's 
meaning, was but by ftripes made to difcover their 
otherwise unintelligible directions; languiming his 
• nights, painful his days; and what doubled the mifery 
' of both, was the belief, that his fervice was eternal ; 
that the whole remainder of his life muft be paffed 
among thofe wretched favages, for ever debarred from 
all focial converfation, his friends, his country, and his 
more dear Iferia. You muft, I fay, believe, madam ^ 
that in fuch a ftate, it was ho inconsiderable confolatioa 
to think there was a perfon of his own country who pv» 
tied him, and feemed to have power to afford fome mi* 
ligation of his misfortunes. 

At laft the expected moment came, he attended at 
the appointed place, and had not waited long before he 
few, by the light of the moon, which at that time fhone 
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exceeding bright, an old woman, whom he had often 
beheld at a diftance in the palace, and knew to be an 
attendant on the wife of the Incas : he told me that he 
was fo much furprized at the fight of her, that he knew 
not how to receive her with that ceremony, which the 
ftation fhe was in feemed to require, as being the chief 
favourite of the greateil woman in the ifland. She 
perceived the diforder he was in ; and approaching him 
with a fmile, I am afraid, faid fhe, in Italian, that the 
appearance of an old woman may have put a damp tQ 
thofe glorious hopes the letter you received mull certainly 
have infpired you with ; but I dare fwear, you have top 
much underftanding not to know, that our good genius 
does not always appear to us in the moil pleafing fhape. 
# However difagreeable my form may feem, I bring you 
tidings which may excufe my age and wrinkles. The 
wife of the Incas of Alfoore, as well as myfelf, is of your 
country, both born and bred up in Venice; but her in-? 
cli nations being fomewhat more gay than was confiflent 
with the cufloms of that republic, fhe was fent to Brufr 
fels, where fhe had fome relations, in order to be made 
.. a reclufe ; I was ordered to attend her to that place ; but 
in our way we happened to meet with a Dutch officer, 
, who being captivated with the charms of Elphania, (for 
. fo was then my miflrefs called) prevailed on her to ac- 
. company him to Holland : we lived with him fome time ; 
but the inconftancy, natural to mankind, rendering her 
unhappy in the lofs of him, we were reduced to very 
m great hardfhips, which compelled us to do fomething 
contrary to the laws ; we were fent to Ceylon, to ex- 
piate, by an eternal flavery, a fin, which nothing but 
neceffity could have made us guilty of. Being expofed 
to fale in the market-place, fome perfons belonging to 
/ this Incas bought us for his fervice; but we had no 
fooner arrived here, and were brought into his prefence, 
. than he fell fo paffionately in love with Elphania, that 
■ from a (lave he raifed her to his bed and throne : with 
this .condition only, that ihe fhould renounce the chrif- 
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tian faith ; which Ihedjdj andis now the mpft rai utfwA. 
and heft-beloved qf any. of his ; queens.; ^though fee J*f*b 
fome of a birth equal to his own,.; This, continued 4k**c 
is the {ym of our h^ftqry jbefpre your arrival j but. fifto* •, 
you appeared, my royal miftrefr ha* been no more her^s 
fe,lf, all her days and nights have been ta]cen ttpj*itki> 
contemplating in her. mind the perfections of her lovejjC 
flave; but that paflion, which the fight of you infpked^- 
was extremely heightened, when happening to be in a 
clofe bower in the garden the other day* unfeen hy you** - 
me heard you lament your ill fortune, and cry out for- 
death, in terms, ihe faid,> the jnoft tender and, moving: A 
that tongue ever uttered. SheVwas t hpwever> e&rqtoffty :> 
pleafed to &n$ you were, an Italian % and her fbt*¥gl$to-4 
which had till then been diyided^if 4h* mo«M ns^eoo 
yctu acquainted with the tendlemef/* ihe; had, for. yoii>*0f -* 
not, were now wholly determined tp do. t h the Arft$p-ri 
portuniry. It is charity, faid fhe to me; it is- that fcihr*; 
tural inftincY which promptts us ^ : have : apky for;|hoft^ 
of our own country, as well, as love, which now^Mgetf^ 
me to eafe the fofferiugs ^ihis lovely flave g ^notf can. h*S\ 
will I, ought I to fee -him, languifh under v Hiifer*e* ton > 
wl^ich I am certain he is a granger * an<i cai\not-k>ng ' 
fupport. She had no fooner formed thjs reflation* thanw 
ihe wrote the billet, and plucking, a diamond off jwet: ♦ 
breaft, and folding it in it, that; fhe might. b& abler to- i 
hurl it at a greater diftance than the paper of itfelf might -♦ 
haye fallen, we .faw it light dire&ly*t your; feet t **>' 
which we fhut the*, window immediately, left* in -thc^ v 
hurry of furprize and joy, you might have approached;." 
more near than was convenient, where there are A> manjp .. 
fpies and guards perpetually attending. This is the? •* 
intelligence I bring you, fir, pttrfued fhe, whicl* if yeU: <> 
receive not with the extremqft pleafure, you are not only ;. 
ungrateful, but alfp peryerfe \ blind to your owninte-; ► 
reft, and deierving of the misfortunes you have already ul 
fallen under, and thofe which may en Cue from fiightedfc-w 
love, and tendernefs ajbufed* Monttano a#ure4 me, i* « 
. . relating 
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J Ah parf of His ftory, *hat 5 he fceter in his whole 
Hfe had been capable of feeling' fo much fcorn arid de- * 
taft&ioff'as dt that minute ; the name of wife to the In- 
c*s could not itrfpire him with fuch refpeft, as to take 
effteh tohtempt for that of a tranfported felon, lit which 
dfcumftahcehe fdttnd this queen had been brought to 
Ceylon f -he had his heart already too much devoted to 
hi* b*loved*-IferTa> : fbr any other charms to work the 
le*fteffea. ThoTe'of this queen, though me had been " 
the greatefl beauty nature ever formed, would not have 
been able to have compenfated for the deformities of her 
mind/ Scarce could he regard- the old beldame, who -* 
catyifeftom her, with : patience* he had, however, prey 
feiK^*e*tough of mitid to refleft on the danger of dif- 
oWigiftg her j but never, faid he, did I go through a 
greater or more difficult tafe, i:han that of affefting af 
fatisfecYion at the news (he brought; he did it, not- 
withstanding his reluclahce, : in fuch a manner as paHed 
IbfHruth j^and'tRe amorous Elphania, not doubting, by 
wfcat Her' confederate informed her, but that he was as 
fuftepribfeof her favours as (he wifhed him, prevailed 
on Aer doatiftg huib&nd t& give her leave to retire to a 
little palfttBthev had /farther in the heart of the coun- 
try ;fh« pretended that the-air had been prejudicial to 
her heafthJ; and for the recovery of it, he willingly con- 
tented (he mould be for a little time removed. She had 
the liberty of chufitfg what flaves ftie pleafed to attend 
her, and Montrano, for whofe fake all this was done, 
was* the firft fingled out; as for the- reft, they were 
either* fuch whofe fidelity fhe could depend on, or fuch 
who had not capacities to fathom the meaning of any 
thing which was not dire&ly told them. With this- 
equipage fhe took leave of the Incas, and being arrived 
at the place to which me intended to go, the flaves were 
appointed -each to their feveral employments; that of 
Mohtrano's was to overlook thofe that ke£t the rooms in 
order, and fee that they did their duty; an eafy talk as 
to the bodily exercife of it, but his mind was in agka- 
v tions 
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tions more violent than ever ; the humour of the mxRrefir 
he now ferved, was more perplexing to him than the ty- 
ranny of his former mailers; nor had he lefs to expeft 
from her revenge, when me mould find how little he wis 
difpofed to comply with her intentions, than from the 
moil inhuman of his own fex. She prefented herfelf to 
him, her natural beauties illnftrated with all the aid* 
and embelliiliments of art ; ihe talked to him in fo free a 
manner, that had he not been apprized o£her~defires by 
the difcourfe of her confidante, yet he could not have been 
ignorant what they Were by her behaviour ; but think- 
ing the fafeft, as well as moitgalant manner of denying, 
was, not to feem to know that any thing more was ex- 
pected from him than fubmiffion and refpeft, he never- 
approached her but with the fame awe as that we enter 
the facred temples ; but as this was not that fort of. ado*- 
ration which ihe expected from him, ihe grew extremely; 
peeviih, and after ihe had difmifled him from her pre- 
fence, complained to her confidante of the little compli* 
ance ihe found in him, on which the ihajnelefs procurer 
-o/ her pleafures took upon her to chide him feverely j 
but, while ihe was doing* £6, a fudden thought Came in- 
to his head, which might gain him fome time : v he told 
her, that no man could be more feniible of the beauties 
of her miftrefs, but that he was under a folemn vow 
not to know the joys of love for two whole years. More 
than one of them, faid he, is - already elapfed ; and as I 
have kept my promife inviolable till now, have caufe to 
* fear, that if I break it, fome fudden and unheard-of 
judgment will fall upon me. This monfler of her fex 
endeavoured, partly by railing at his fuperftitious regard 
of oaths, as ihe termed it, and partly by hinting, that 
no pun iihment could enfue the breach of it, equal to 
that which threatened him in lofing the favour of the 
queen' to alter his determination ;-but neither perfuafiona 
nor menaces being of any ufe, ihe was obliged to leave 
him as ihe found him, and return to her miftrefs with 
an account little pleafing to her. What difcourfe pafled 
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Jbetween tlyem was unknown as. to the fubjett x>f it ; but 
lie doubted not, by the gloom which fat next day upon 
both their brows, that it had not been in his favour, 
and that he mould fhortly experience all that a cruel 
and revengeful woman, retrained by no principles of 
.honour, religion, or generofity, could inflict; but, 
contrary to thefe fuggeftions, the intelligencer of the 
".other's meaning told him, that in fpite of the coldnefe 
with which he had received her queen's affections, and 
the disregard he paid her, in preferring a foolifh vow to 
Ker embraces, (he ftill retained a tendernefs for him, 
which .would not fuffer her to caft him off, and had pre- 
vailed on her to wait the expiration of the time he men- 
, tioned, for a proof how worthy he was of the paflion 
me had entertained for him. Montranq, faid he, an- 
fwered this meffage in terms as obliging as he could ; and 
from that time forward was put to no further trouble 
till the expiration of the year. They foqn removed.ta 
the great palace, where the deceived Incas received this 
^perjured woman with fuch-demonftrations of kindneft, 
that the knowledge of her ingratitude to fuch a hufband, 
Svhofe love had raifed her from the loweft ebb of for- 
tune, t and fHH continued to fupport her in all the pomp 
that that part of the world could afford, made her yet 
'more hateful in his mind; he often told me, that he 
abhorred even to look upon her. .But not to fpin out 
iny narration to a tedious length, the whole year of his 
freedom from her folicitations, he paft in contrivances 
to get from that detefted place; but found that im- 
poflible, fince, had he made his efcape to any of the 
other iflands, as perhaps he might have done in a ca- 
noe, the Maldives have fo good an intelligence with 
each other, that he muft infallibly have been difcovered, 
and fent back to endure the moft cruel punifhments 
imaginable. You may think it flrange, perhaps, that 
neither he nor I could have any opportunity of fending 
to Ceylon, where we both were known, and might 
«arly have been ranfomed ; but the temper of thofe 
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wretches is fo barbarous, that, Ixfid^ the>ufeachrifiia« 
flaveis to them, they take delight in friumphiaag oyer 
and detaining them; and having no* corr^fponfciW 
with any other nation in the wor^^ney k^ow, pot $£ 
val^e ©V their own commo4ifc«ttr an_4i taving^eycarB 
thing within themfelves, which' th^ r aj*p .cJLpal^ #£ 
having any reli(h for* regard nothing Wihif&'raay «be oft 
fered in exchange for their flaw ;;, gold nor -(ilv^r is ,of 
any eftimation with thenu jtheir current coin,, being,* 
jwhite fhell which ia found upoft,t}i$ ( mountains, awj 
which the Incas keeps a gvasd about* j&lpiesng ffatyhfijf 
the law for anypfrfon, but thofe appoinjtedJ^ jrim,^© 
Jpick up any ©lit. For. thefe x?a&&* tb*y have, p^-tfcf 
frontiers of the ifland nepfc -to, Ceylon, a^oafiant number 
of troops always maintained, who foifier no, boat>no$ p^- 
fcn to pafc either to or. from that place*, without a token 
from the Incas ; for. that beipg a place., of trade,, an,d 
laying a.f^qry 4n.it J^cluifHans,, without jhis caution 
It-wonld^be.impoinble. *<b,te$g thofe jjKjqplft, ^ho- 
ve ft) : mjferable a?«,*q ..fatf. jnto their, j.^aa^, f ;from 
regaining theft liberty*. , Mpnt|anp> tbwipfr^, hajY^nj 
no way; to fly- from felicitations, fq ,. difplea$ng • tp 
lain, to evade them, pretended ftcknefe: a fevvdajfli 
before the expiration of the year*,h$ counterfeited fp 
well the moft violent pains, (hat aoj*e who.. faw. ( -him 
but verily believed- he knguiJhed un4«r them* <Qnp 
thing, indeed, waa a, great advantage to, Jus feigning 
which was, that there were naphy$<^ans,in,jthat pfcob 
their way of curing, difeafes being tp ihoot arrows into 
many parts of th$ patient's body* believing phl^bpj- 
tomy a remedy for all diforders., ^onp-airo ^uffq-pd 
this experiment to be tried on him, but .afterwaijd. jajfc- 
tended to be much worfe than before. In fine** M Gai- 
ned on this deception for the fpace of fcvej* months, v at 
the. end pf which time he had an un9xpe&e4i$ftlfef if ^$- 
phania fell in reality as fick as he pretended to be*,h£r 
life was defpaired of; and having .before, made an/exr 
cufe that, the fea air did not agree with her coniftitution^ 
,tbe Incas would needs have it* that her prefent diforder 
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fyrurtg froih the fame oecafioh* and ordered her to bte 
fVirfbVed on a litter borne on fix men's flioulders, think- 
ing *hat the teaTieft way of carriage. Montrano teeming 
iibt yet perfectly recovered, was dHpenfed with for hdt 
^ffidiating v irt ; his' employment, bat obliged, foon aftef 
4d pretend' a relapfej ffrr being; on the queen*s being 
Ibmewhjat better/>jfent for to cdmeto the plate where 
tee was,- and thinking this would hot be a lafting pre- 
tence; he "feigned madnefs; and committed a thoufand 
Megttlaritiesi' 'thbugh none hwrtrul or mifchievous tfr 
Anybody: Elphania, as Well as others, Was deceived 
%r & y long time; but Ht length discovered the in£- 
3*bft£bn/ by th#ftae means '(he had done he was a* 
Itafiah : his* niifcfbrftine* growing, by their continuance 
aftd Battle appearance or nope of relief, more heavy to 
%e- borne; he could* not forbear giving themverit in 
^ears« and exclamations whenever he was alone i* he was 
^one-day overheard by the confidante of Elphania's de^» 
•^fires, and the report thaf he wasbtit feemingly mad ini» 
*htectiately Conveyed ttfher miftrefe; on which fhe re* 
ibTved no longer to be dHappointed in her Idve, or fai£ 
"ling in that other revenge, for the Contempt thrown oh 
Tier beauty. She again *defired leave of the Incas to 
Retire into the country ; which being eafiiy obtained, 
among the number of flavefs fhe took with her, was 
^fontrano— The antick poftures of that poor iunatick, 
«fi*d fhe, may divert in the abfence of my dear lord. 
*Nob©dy in the leaft fu (peeling her intentions, whatever 
4nV did in thofe affairs was unqueftioned; It was now 
three full years Montrano had carried on his difguife of 
'niadhefs, without any perfon in the world believing him 
otherwife ; nor had he any thought that Blphania had 
dHcovered the deceit, till they arrived at the little 
^palace wnich fhe had made choice of for the fcene of 
ier pleafures or revenge ; but (he was no fooner fettled 
ifcere, than fending for him into her own apartment, 
where nobody but the old Venetian woman was prefent, 
<4hc began to qucftion him, for what reafon he hadlpr- 
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pofed on a queen who loved him. The knowledge that 
he was fufpe&ed did not furprize him To far, bat that 
he had prefence of mind enough to endeavour to wave 
it off* by replying in the fame wild and incoherent man- 
ner, as he had done fince he firftafFe&ed to be frantick ; 
but fhe would not fuffer him to go on for any long time ; ' 
but telling, him, fhe was convinced of the impofition he . 
had fo unworthily put on her, and thatif he did notim- 
mediately confe& the true motive which obliged him to 
it, he ihould fuffer the moft cruel death flie could poffibly , 
invent. He paufed a little on thefe words ; not, as he 
faid, that he feared to die, but thought, that to die m 
this remote corner of the world, without the power of 
acquainting any perfon with his fate, was fomething too 
terrible to be borne ; and thinking, that as fhe was fo 
pofi tive,_ no. worfe could befal himin a declaration of 
the truth, than in a fruitlefs endeavour to conceal it ; 
he threw himfelf upon his knees, acknowledged her 
beauties to be infinite, returned his mod humble thanks 
for the condefcenuons fhe had made him ; but withal " 
con fc fled, that he was rendered wholly unable to return 
her afFedions, by having, before he faw her, devoted 
his whole foul to another object > and then proceeded to 
relate to her the hiftory of his love for you, his marriage, 
and the cruelty of his uncle ; who, feparating him iron 
you, had occaiioned his falling into the condition of a 
flave. He told her, he relied entirely on her generofity ; 
and entreated, fhe would look on him with the eyes of 
pity and forgivenefs. 

When Montrano related this part of his hiftory tp me, 
faid his friend, he told me, I muftmake ufe of my owa 
imagination to conceive, what kind of fury.it was that 
feized the foul of this moft vile woman; and fparkled in 
her eyes. You, madam, purfued he to me, if your fbft 
foul can form an idea fo horrible, muft tell yourfelf 
what was not in his power, . who faw it, to defcribc, 
much lefs in. mine. — What, cried fhe, is it for another 
that I am defpifed ? Is it for the idea of ah abfent wo- 
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nan the beauties of the prefent are contemned ? The 
buriting rage prevented her -from fpeaking any farther 
to him at that time ; but turning to the-advifing fiend; 
who flood near her> they had fome dlfcourfe together ; 
after which, in a loud voice, It mall be fo, faid fhe j 
fince he is no man for me, he mall not for another. 
With thefe words (he flew out of the room, leaving .only* 
the old wretch with him ; who bidding him folio ,v her, 
conducted him to a room at.the farther end of the palace, 
where* having locked him in, me left him for fome 
hours to meditate on what had happened ; but towards' 
eveiftng, coming in again, Well, faid (lie, have you* 
coaftdered of your late folly, in the manner you ought 
to do t Have you repented i And are you now refolved 
to accept that happihefs. the queen defigns you ?— I have 
already told her, anfweredhe, that it is Jiotin my power. 
— rBut have you reflected, refumed me, that your life 
i j wholly in her's? and that with a breath me can dif-' 
pofe your fate ?-'— I have, faid he ; and whatever miferies 
Heaven may make her the iftftrument of inflicting on 
me, I mull endure. — It is well, ungrateful wretch, cried 
Ihe; but4he has more of mercy than thou merited from 
her : your life fhe will not take ; but as you flight the 

joys of love, when proffered you by her, fhe will take 
effectual care you never fhn.ll tafte them with another. 
MontranO'protefted to me, that he could notguefs what 
it was fhe meant, till giving a ftamp with her foot, fix 
Jufty flaves rufhed in, and, in fpite of his ftruggling, 
j>ound his hands and feet with great cords : the beldame 
fawit done; and aficing him, once more, if he re- 
pented, to which he anfwered in the negative, fhe went 
out of the room, and bade the fellows do their ofiice : 
on which one of them plucked out a fharp inflrument, 
dre.v 'nearer to him, and by fome actions difcovered to 
the amazed prifoner his inhuman intent. For,, madam, 
now', continued he, comes on the dreadfal part of your 

• unhappy hufband's fate. Hufband, dii I fay ? Alas ! 
he, from that cruel moment, had no.more the power of 

being 
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being (or ; deprived for ever- of the dear names of father 
and of huiband ; robbed of his fex, and doomed to soar 
eternal fterility. 

In fome time after this fatal event, EJphania, eithci* 
repenting what (he had done, or that it were true, as fhe 
faid, that (he had given orders only to threaten, not 
really to inflicl fuch a misfortune ; to make what re- 
paration was in her power, gave him his liberty, and a 
large fum of money, that he might tranfport hirnielf to 
Ceylon. In fpite of the juft- hatred Montrano had 
conceived againft her, the circum fiances he was in 
made him accept of her favours ; and hiring a canoe, 
embarked in it for. Candea, the chief city of Ceylon ; 
but the weather changing, they were obliged to land 
him among the mountains, fifty miles fhort of the port 
he defired : the neceflity, however, being unavoidable, 
he was forced to comply. He found fome poor Dutch 
on the fea-coaft, one of whom he took with him as a 
guide; but they had not travelled many miles before 
they were met by a gang of robbers, with whom mak- 
ing fome refinance, he was dangeroufly wounded, after 
being deprived of all that had been given him by Elpha.- 
nia. The poor guide continued by him till fome pat 
fengers coming by, he was taken up and carried to a 
houfe ; where being taken fome care of, and, his wounds 
drefled, though after a very indifferent manner, the 
ftrength of his conftitution at laft brought him to him- 
"felf ; but the only Chriftians in that place being Dutch, 
a people who never were greatly famed for hofpitality 
or charity, fo little was contributed towards his fupport, 
that the want of necefTaries kept him weak much longer 
than the hurts he got by the thieves would elfe have 
done. In fine, he recovered, but had not ftrength 
enough, for a long time, even to walk about hii 
chamber, 'till that fmall pittance, which had been 
allowed him, being taken away, and the appetites of 
nature craving fupport, he crawled out into the ftreet; 
an object, he faid, of fo much pity, that he appeared 

more 
S 
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Hioh ftWa |hoft than*a livingirian, Having^been (b 
%ng kept from air, coming into it all at once, mad* ' 
him faint away, and he fell down. a^. the door o£a. rick 
^native of the iflej as it happened, he had lefs of the 
Yavage in him than moft' of them, ana* could not fte* 
'creature of his own fpecies in fo lamentable a condition, 
without affording him fome relief; Tie took him ia, hsbd * 
: him laid on a bed, applied proper , things for his re- 
covery, and gave hirri the befl refrelhnient he had t» 
: <he houfe. Neither of tnein ,knew t^ie language of th* 
'Other ; but the'Ceylonefe made him.uuflernan^ ty fig**> 
th'lit Ifjie wouM ferye him, hi' would, be kind to him*; 
out" Montraiiq,' ak well as he cop] d^ let him know hp - 
Was a'pjtlfenger, who had been deprived! of all he, had * 
oTvalbeby the robbers ; and that h^,was travelling fp 
pari 3ea, ''Where he had friends who . would fupport him, 
T)ut that Ke miift beg his way jthijher. . The other IhakeS , 
Iris head at this information,^ in token that his country* 
'irfen had Jittle charity to ftrarigejrs ; but Monfrano b«- " 
ln¥' determined, f he. gave him fome fmall matter, toward ' 
fcis ; fopport in the journey ; ( with which, after, haying > 
Hayed three or four days to recover his itrength,he de- 
parted.' But, alas ( his long indifpofition and want 
Jiad enfeebled his limbs t in fuch. a manner,, that he ra- 
ther crept than walked, $ he' moved, on, however; in. this 
flow pace' for a whole week, half a mile a day being thf 
mbft he could boaft to have travelled ; at the end of 
^rhlch time he imfortunately miftook his .way, and 
happened into a wild place, which they call the deferti 
Gi^Cayamas ; there did he wander up and down, un- 
able to extricate himfelf from that labyrinth of rocks, 
wnich lie thick fcattered in that dreadful wafte ; and 
muft certainly'have .perifhed, had not Providence fent 
him a relief by the moll unexpe&ed means. A gang 
of robbers having taken a rich booty, for which, in all 
probability, they were purfued, had taken iheltir in 
this place, where it was almoftimpoflible for any 19 
(Overtake or find them. Thinking themfelves^fecure, 
Vol* II. L thejr 
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they had fat down to reft and divide the prize at the 
foot of a great heap of ftones, which feemed as if the/ 
had been thrown up by fbme earthquake. When Mon- 
trano came on the other fi.de, he heard their voices ; ' 
and faid, he thought he never had heard a found fb 
pleaiing as this was ; which gave him intelligence, he 
mould once more fee the faces of human creatures, and 
lie hoped be guided from that uninhabited wild. The 
pile which parted them was vaftly long, but not very 
iigh, and they happened to lie fo on the fide he was, 
that he might eafily climb to the top of it ; in fpite of 
his weaknefs, therefore, he attempted it, and with fuch 
fucceis, that in a few minutes he gained the fummit ; . 
whence looking down, he faw five men fitting pretty 
clofe together, 'counting money, which lay in a heap 
on the ground before them ; he was confidering in what 
jmanrier he mould get down the ridge of ftones, being 
much more perpendicular on this fide than the other, 
when one of the robbers, happening to caft up his eyes, 
faw Jhim ; the wildnefs of the place, his pale and ghaftly 
looks,N the guilt of the gazer, every thing con fpired to 
terrify; and concluding him to be the ghoft of fome 
perlbn he had murdered, gave a great fhriek, and pre- 
sently fell down in a fwoon ; his companions believing 
liim ftruck with fudden death, ftarted from their feats, 
and had all of them, at the fame time, a fight of this 
affrighted object ; every one took immediately to his 
heels, without any regard either of the booty for which 
they had ventured their lives, nor what became of him 
they left behind ; and the natives of this country being 
extreme ftvift runners, they were out of fight in a mo- 
ment. Montrano guefled what occafioned their terror, 
and cried out to them to ffay ; but fear had either made 
them deaf, or not underftanding what he faid, they took 
it for fomething contrary to what it was. In fpite of the 
numberlefs miferies of his prefent condition, he has 
often told me, he could not forbear fmiling at their- 
flight, and falling into fome reflections : how infepa- 

rable* * 
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Table, thought he, are cowardice and villainy ! The 
place and circumftance he was in, however, giving him 
little opportunity for indulging them, he deferred it 
until another time, and made what hafle he could to * 
defcend ; which when he had done, he was in fome 
debate within himfelf, if he mould take the money, fo 
convenient for him in his neceffity, and leave the wretch* 
who had affifted in the unlawful gaining it, to recover 
as he could; or if he mould endeavour to bring him to 
himfelf, and by that act of charity engage hira to be his 
guide out of the defart ; the latter of thefe fuggeftions 
took place, not only becaufe he had already experienced 
how difficult it was for him to find his way of himfelf* • 
but alfo that it was agreeable to the fweetriefs of his dif- 
pofition. Determined to do this, he kneeled down by . 
him, rubbed his breafl and temples, bent him forward, 
and did every thing in his power to reftore him to his 
fenfes ; which when he had done, by figns and fomc 
few words which he had learned from the Ceylonefe 
language, he made him at laft convinced, that he was 
no more than a man, and had no defign to hurt him. 
The fellow, thus re- allured, looked about for his com- 
panions, and finding they jyere gone, began to fcramblc 
up what they had left behind. Montrano affifled him v 
in gathering it, and by befeeching poilures, and fuch 
expreflions as he could make intelligible, entreated he 
would conduct him from that defart, which the other 
promifed to do ; but by going round about, for fear his 
companions, .when they had confidered on the matter, 
Ihould return and claim their (hare of the treafure, they 
were two days before they gained the road, but re- 
joiced was Montrano once more to fee it. At parting, 
. the thief feeing the miferable condition he was in, gave . 
him fome what to help him on his journey, and on he 
travelled till he came to a little town, called Javira $ 
there I had ;he good fortune to renew my acquaintance 
with him, I having procured my liberty, by haying 
Served* the fovereign of the Maldives in an exigence, 
L 2 which, 
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which, but for me, had. coil him his life. I was tail- 
ing, {jbme refrefhment at a houfe of entertainment* fuch. 
a wretched one .as that place -affords, when I faw.a pe$- 
fon featured like Montrano, but. in fuch an abjed an4 
deplorable condition, .and fo altered in every. thing 
from what he was, that I could not believe the .firit 
dictates of my mind, which told me, it was no other j 
yet refolving to be convinced, I drew nearer to him, a* 
lie was aiking, charity of the landlord of the houfe. Up . 
faw. me not 'till then j but as foon as he did, AlceilusJ 
iaid he. I will not go about, madairij, continued tkip . 
obliging friend, *o reprefent the fatisfaclion I conceiv- 
ed, at meeting with Jbim ; which would, indeed, haw 
ibecn as. great a grief, had I not, at that time, been 
jnafter of fufficient courage to eafe thofe calamities . 
fwhich were viiible to me : the others which were uoi^ 
and which, as foon as we were alone, he inform-,. 
*d me of, gave me a concern equal to my furpriflfr 
that any thing, which had the (hape of a woman,, could 
. att in fo abhorred and fhamelefs a manner, as Elphania . 
and her confidante had done ; but as there was no relief 
for a misfortune fuch as that, but patiently enduring 
it, I omitted nothing in my power which might confole. 
him. We made the beft of our way toward Ceyjon, 
which at laft we reached j I had the good fortune to ex- 
ecute my father'^ commands on the villain whp aaji 
endeavoured to impose upon him, ; and Montrano found 
.the merchant to whom he had been fent by his uncle, 
and received from him this pleafing intelligence, that 
the ol^d gentleman , repenting what he Jxad done, had yttit 
letters to recal him ; . and when the anfwers had Jletuhim 
know he ha<i not yet arrived on that coail, had. fent 
pothers full of grief, and entreating he would mafee afl. 
imaginable fearch for him. Neither of us, therefore,, 
•having any longer bu&nefs at Ceylon, we- refolved.ip . 
-leave it t)ie firft opportunity, but were obUged Xo *vait.. 
acax.iwQ years be%s any top fet foil for. £ uropej an4 . 
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ti&en after that time we embarked, it'was in a Dutch 
¥rierchant-man, bound for Rotterdam; there were we 
ilfo compelled to ftay a confiderabie time before any fhip 
Offered for Venice; but at length meeting with one, 
we came t6gether without any farther difficulties, and 
landed laft night ; he has not yet paid his duty to his 
uncle, nor would fuffer me to fee my father, the tender- 
ftefs he had for you calling him firft here, where, he faid, 
T maft alfo accompany him ; not being able, he faid, to 
delate to you himf "elf the misfortune which you now arc 
Acquainted with from my mouth. 

'Thus,' faid Iferia, did the generous Alceftus end Ms 
^melancholy narration ; which having thanked him far> 
"we "went together to the garden, to fee what was become 
oFMontrano, whom we found lying in this very grove, 
in fo fad and melancholy a pofture as muft have moved 
x any one -to pity, much more a wife, who loved him 
nrare ' than all things on this fide Heaven ; and whole 
•fttfe&ion was not* in the leaft abated by the knowledge 
of the injury that had been done him. I entreated him 
'tar rife ; but he refuting to do fo, faying, the «arth, 
darknefs, and folitude, were fit for fuch a wretch as he 
was ; I threw myfelf down by him, protefting that I 
wouM never leave him ; and that if he did not wifli to 
fee me the moft unhappy Woman in the world, he n\u& 
"throw off all thoughts, and, forgetful of paft misfortunes, 
join- me in thanks to the Almighty Difpofer of all blef- 
fings, trlat he was at laft paftover them, and fafe in his 
Iferia*s arms, as. he mould ever be in her heart. As I 
was fpeaking in this manner, Oh thou moft excellent of 
all* thy fex ! interrupted he, think Tiot I come to cia&& 
thee as a wife, to curfe thy youth and beauty with the 
*\hadow of a hufband : No ; it would be a fin Heavek 
could never pardon, mould I condemn thy charms to cdld 
• fteriBty : thou, who may'ft <blefs the world with a race 
*of angels like thyfelf. No, my Iferia ! I came but to 
"iee thee once, then take my everlafting leave>' and' in ^ 

fome diftant cloyfter hide me for ever from thy fight. 

L 3 Unkfa* 
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Unkind Montrano, anfwered I, think you my love wa* 
fenfual ? Are you not as dpar as ever? And would yoa 
leave me, leave me by your own choice? Have I not 
endured enough, when torn from me by an inhuman 

. uncle ? I wafted feven whole years in grief; but you mufi 
now inflict a fecond wretchednefsmore dreadful than the 
nrft: that Was unavoidable, but this free-will, and 
wanf of love to me, cr want of mine to you. But do 
not think that I will fuffer it ; no, continued I, ei»- 
bracinghim, thus will I cling about you ever, tier lhall 
you throw me off; through lands and feas will I ac- 
company you, and wherefoever you go, Iferia will be 
there ; I am your wife, your lawful wedded wife, and 
will maintain my claim againft the united force of the 
whole world. Many more expreffions, of the fame na- 
ture with thefe, did I make ufe of,, to convince him* 
that I regarded him with the fame tendernefs as ever, 
and thought no misfortune equal to that of being fe- 
parated from him ; but could not prevail on him to 
alleviate his forrows for a conftderable time. Neve* 
was thereaicene more moving, more truly touching r to 
the foul, nor never conflict more equally carried on.bj 
b6th ; fondnefs with Jfondnefs warred, and', love was 
oppofed againft love ; mine at laft, however, gained 
the victory, and he confented. to live v/ith me in the 
manner you fee ; we pafs our days in a mutual. endea- 
vour to oblige each other, and our nights in fuch endear- 
ments as a chafte brother might allow himfelf with a 
filler he tenderly loved. Our misfortune is entirely 

v concealed fr©m all the world but Alceflus and yourfelf, 
on whofe difcretion I dare rely, elfe had not made, you 
partaker of the fecret. I believe no woman could be 
more tranquil, in fuch a circumftance, than myfelf ; 
yet, Miramillia, Joving as I, do, and beloved with the 
fame ardour, judge, if I can bring my wifhes to that 
pitch of refignation and content that is necefTary to 
qualify me for the talk you would have me undertake.. 

L - ' .The 
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•: Tne afRi&ed mother fighed at the little fuccefs fhe 
• had hitherto met with, and having thanked Iferia for 
' the good opinion (he had of her fecrecy, took her leave, 
5md departed with a heavy heart. The. next it came 
in her head to addrcfs, on this fcore, was a lady Li whofe 
Fortune there was indeed the utmoft appearance of fc- 
renity. She was married to a man fhe long had loved, 
but had been prevented from being his wife by her pa- 
rents, who looked, on him as her inferior in point of 
wealth. She now feemed to be pofTefled of all fhe had 
to wifh, and was univerfally believed to be among the , 
happy few. The manner in which fhe received Mira- 
millia, and the influence of every thing about her, with % 
the tender afFedlion fhe obferved between her and her , 
hufbarid, made this afflicted mother conceive great hopes 
that her fearch was here to end. 

For which reafon letting her know fhe had fomething 
to communicate, fhe engaged her to retire with her into * 
a room apart from the company, and there related to 
her the occafion of her coming ; at which the other ap- 
peared not lefs furprized than thofe to whom' fhe had 
before addrefTed this fuit ; fain fhe would have difFuaded 
tier from fufFering herfelf to be impofed on by the arts 
of thofe fellows, who have no other livelihood than what 
they extract from the ignorant and credulous ; but 
Miramillia, who (till continued refolute on making the 
experiment, would not fufrer her to proceed for any time 
On this theme ; and Stenoclea, for fo fhe was called, 
had too much complaifance to enter with her into an. 
argument which fhe perceived her friend determined to 
defend ; with an air of pleafantry therefore, which had 
in it, however, fomewhat of difTatisfa&ion, fhe told her, 
that whatever reafons fhe might have to think herfelf 
unqualified for this employment, fhe would undertake 
it ; becaufe, faid fhe, how little foever you may benefit 
by it, I am certain of receiving one very great ad- 
vantage by it, which- is the happinefs I. mall enjoy in 
your fociety, which of neceffity you muft afford me for 
L4 the 
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the time in which I am at work for you. Mmtxul&a, 
extremely pleafed at the grant of her requeft, anfwejvpd 
this compliment only with a (mile and Dow, and re- 
turned with her. to the company, having obtained j&r 
promife of beginning the work the next day. 

Three days ha4 Miramillia paft in this r hQufe, ia 
which time both .Stenoclea, and Armuthi Jier huiband, 
feemed to ftudy nothing fo much as 
lancholy ; but all the feats and fport! 
vented, afforded but a fmall'porti 
when compared with that fhe conceit 
lady birfily employed in that tafk, ^ 
rcfufed to undertake, and from whic 
tope than flie would make fhow of, o 
fires, and once more embracing her b . . ._ 

Siow more than half accomplifhed, when Arnjuihiti- 
Ing abrpad, t and the two ladies fitting together coa- 
veriing on ordinary affairs, a fervant, with grief and 
confuficn vilible in his face, entreated to fpeak ixi jpri- 
vate to Stenoclea, who trembling, as if fearing , &fm 
expecled ill, bade him follow her into another j-qoxo. 
Stenoclea returned not to Miramillia, till fhe had heard 
a great noife below flairs, and a flrange confuiion of 
voices, which now gave this unfatisfied mother fufn- 
cjent caufe to apprehend, that fomething had fallen out 
which would render this lady alfo incapable of doing hjar 
the fcrvice flie required. As fhe was thus reflecting and 
\Jamenting the misfortunes of others, as well as hexfelfi 
Stenoclea, with ftreaming eyes, and all the fymptonw 
of jgrief, appeared : Oh ! Miramillia, cried flie, it Jb 
now no longer in my power to impofe on. you : .thajji 
fears which made me ever incapable of. doing you t|J| 
fervice you required, though I concealed them, in hop&s 
to put an end to fo fruitlefs an enquiry, are now come.jp 
pafs, and I mull now be known to be the wretch I am; 
fain would I have deceived you into an opinion of ,my 
"happinefs, by fhewing you how ineffe&ual the^ .per- 
formance of 1 \^hat you aiked would prove, to prevent you, 
1 '" £w» 
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'from being any longer deceived by the fubtilty of "that 

-vaiftpredicW, who advifed yon to this fearch but I 

' flfei prevented in my defign, and fo far from that hap- 
^nefsyou wim to find, mnft own my breaft a perfeft 
chaos of wild confufion, grief, defpair, and fhame. 

It is hard to fay, whether MiramUHa was more fur-* 
prized or troubled at fo fudden an alteration ; but hav- 
ing made ufe of her utmoft eloquence to perfuadc her to .» 
& patient enduring of her fete,* entreated fhe would re* 
late by what means fhewas- become nnhappy ; cm which 
the other endeavouring to fubdue her paflions; replied, 
that me had not thus long made a fecret to her of her 
moft private affairs, but with an intention to put her off 
giving credit to the fortune-teller, and perplexing her- 
"felf with a vain enquiry after what it was fcarce pro- 
bable fhe would ever find, or if fhe did, would Be of no 
"confequence to her defires in the end. 

Long; faid fhe, have I been wretched, through the 
fear* of that misfortune which is now arrived ; and whe?n 
>ou addrefTed to me as to a happy perfon, my full eye* 
were ready in a flood of tea/s to convince you- of your 
imftake, and proclaim the fituation of my heart; but 
friendmip interpofed, and told me, that by deceiving 
ycHi this once, I mould preferve you from continuing to 
be deceived, fince in Griding no effect from that pie<?#. 
Of fempftry which you believed performed by hands pro- 
per to undertake it, you would no more have relied ori 
that fabulous prediction, which I perceive has already 
given you fo much fruitkfs toil. But my defigns afe 
how difappointed, the Cruel certainty of my fate leaves 
•fhe no room for hope, or for concealment ; yon and -the* 
wliole world muft now be fenfible, the fun in his ex- 
tenfive progrefs fees not a wretch fo loit, So dead to 
iromfcrt, as the undone Stenoclea. 

The diffraction of her thoughts here'brokfe in, and for 
•akorffiderable fpace of time would not permit her to uttet 
one coherent fentence ; but fummoning:il^ whole forc^ 
if .that refolutkm fhe was miflrefs of, J}.e*at length rer 
^ ' ' L 5 covered - 
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covered herfelf enough to fatisfy the high-raifed curiofity 
of Miramillia ; and being again defired by her, prepar- 
ed to give her the account ftie was fo impatient of, and 
feating herfelf by her, began in thefe or the like terms • 



The HISTORY of STENOCLEA, 
an6 the Signiors ARMUTHI and 
BARNIBAR. 

* I i O make you acquainted, faid me, with the means 
, which has brought the fad catailrophe of my fate 
about, as alfo to let you a Jittle into the nature and dif- 
pofitions of the perfons concerned in it, I mull enlarge 
my ftory, by going back into thofe years which may 
properly enough be called my^ childifh ones ; many- 
things happening at that time, though long fince paft, 
which have drawn on the mifery of the prefent. 

Know then, dear MiramiJlia, that I was bred the 
darling of my doating parents, my only brother being 
many years elder, and then abroad on his travels ; I was 
looked on as the comfort of their age, their marriage 
having never produced any other offspring than us two. 
J need not tell you how careful they were of my educa- 
tion ; the little underilanding I itill retain in poetry, 
mathematics, mulic, dancing, and thofe other accom- 
'plifhments proper for a pcrfon of my fex, will fuffici- 
ently inform you ; they defired I ihould be miitrefs, in 
as high a degree as my capacity would permit, of every 
thing defirable in a woman. The reputation. of im- 
provement, however, which thofe who had the care of 
inftrutting me favoured me with, joined to a tolerable 
fhare of beauty, gained me, before I reached the age 
m of fourteen, a great number of vifitors, who pretended 
" themfelves devoted to my charms ; how much the, gene- 
rality 
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rality of them were fo in reality, I gave myfelf not die 
trouble to examine, my whole wifhes and defires being 
centred in the agreeable Armuthi, a gentleman, whofe 
maturity may inform you, was all that was love-infpiring 
in his bloom ; his age did not at that time exceed mine 
above five years, yet was there fomething of a manly 
majefty, which, mingled with the native (weetnefs and 
innocence of his unexperienced youth, gave fuch charms 
to his air, which I am unable to exprefs :-but he was 
inferior in point of fortune ; and that deficiency, in 
the eyes of my parents, (who partially imagined the 
merits of their daughter might entitle her to the greateft 
expectations) over-balanced all his perfections. They 
could have given me a dowry which might have ferved 
as a competence for both, and made his wants unfelt : 
not all the tendernefs I regarded him with, though not 
unknown to them, could prevail on them to con fen t,. 
that I mould match with one whofe only jointure was his 
love. In fine, they were now paft all remembrance of 
what once they were, had loft in age the foftening 
defires of youth, and looked oh grandeur as the only- 
felicity in marriage. They were continually preaching 
to me the pleafures of title and precedence ; reprefent- 
ing to me the inflability of thofe defu;es which perfonal 
perfections excite, and the numberlefs ills to which a 
woman is expofed, who gives hcrfelf away merely for 

• the fake of love ; they bid me reflect on the mutability 
of all paffions, and efpecially on that by which I *was 

" at prefent influenced ; how wretched I mould be if 'Armu- 
thi, after becoming my hufband, fhould fwerve from his 
love, or I repent that which had made me his ; reminded 

~me that the tie of marriage was irrevocable, and thatN 
if either of us deviated from our firft flame,, with what 
anxiety the chain would be dragged by both. But this, 
was a doctrine in which 1 had no fairh ; I could not 
believe there was a poSibility for love, like ours, ever 
to diminifh ; and aa to any other mifchiefs, I fet them, 
at naught. A thoufand times [gcod Heaven ! paxJoji: 
L 6 . the 
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the wild exclamation] I have cried out, O Jet Armu^L 
be but mine, and I will defy the woril that fate can dp! 

But I will not detain you with any particulars of #*e 
^extravagance of my paffion, which are not altogether 
material to my fbry ; it fhall fuffice to tell ,you, ,fha£-I 
loved too well to liften to jhe pretences of any . oiii$*s, 
though there were many who follicited my father pu. 
Itty account, and fome of them very advantageous ; 
but I was not to be moved by their defpair, by the eft* 
treaties and commands of my parents, norby anycon? 
fi derations of my own interefl ; and made no fcruple of 
re/blutely declaring, that fince I could not be t.he wife 
of Armuthi, I would be fo of no man. This ejquallx 
paffionate lover would fain have perfuaded me to make, 
my efcape, and wholly neglecting all future contingen- 
cies fly witn him to fome place, where unknown w* 
might obtain the means of being made one, and Con- 
fummate our loves ; nay, once had he, for a handibme 
bribe, prevailed on a prieft to join our hands withQut 
the knowledge of my obdifrate parents ; but neithertoi 
the one nor the other would I give confent; not that I 
denied through any fears of what might happen to my-r 
feTF for fuch art a6l of dijfobedience, but that I could 
not bear the thoughts of involving him in the misfor- 
tunes which muft inevitably fall on me. I loved hiA 
with too much real tendernefs to confent he mould k* 
unhappy with me; and even wifhed he loved mele(s» 
fince I fcund he could not be fo without me. 

In fpite of the diligence with which" I was obfervejd, 
I made ufe of flratagems which frequently gave us the 
bleffirig of meeting, if that can be called fo, which waa^ 
indeed no other than an opportunity of condoling each 
other, and lamenting our mutual woes. My mother'* 
death, which happened in this time, rid me of one>: 
very watchful fpy ; and though I regarded her with a 
dutiful refpeft and love, yet it was fo inferior to tha$ I 
bore Armuthi,' that the joy I took in finding myfelf 
more at liberty to fee him, tcck away great part pf 

that 
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ihafr forrow I mould elfe have felt for the lofs of fo near 
and dear a relation. My father, who had, perhaps, 
more tendernefs for her than he was feafible of himfelf^ 
furvived her not more than half a year, but died with 
the fame refblution that he had lived, to prevent my 
-marriage with Armuthi ; andT that he might the more 
certainly do fo, he left ,my fortune dependent on my 
.brother, and to fee forfeited to him if ever I became 
the wife "of that prefent gentleman ; and left my tears 
ihould work on his yielding nature to confent to it, the- 
.effcte was td defcend to him, to be the portion of ano- 
ther ; Jboth of us to be cut off from his name and title, 
and as we obeyed this injunction to be bleifed or cur fed. 
Severe decree of a dying parent I yet fuch was tfceaver- 
jion he had conceived for this match, that he would omit 
nothing which he thought might be a means to hinder 
it. All the hopes I had on the known fweetnefs of my 
brother's difpofi tion were new vanished, iince he could not^ 
confent I ihould be the brids.of Armuthi, without in- 
curring the curfe of our father ; nor had the power to. 
preferve me from beggary, without being made a beg-, 
gar himfelf. I thought my condition now more delpe- 
rate than ever; I had indeed no longer . obftacles to 
keep me from converfmg with this idol of my foul, as 
often or as freely as 1 pleafed ; but to what end did I 
iee orconyerfe with him, but to become more unhappy 
by the daily difcovery of fome new charm, .and the re- 
flection that I mud never be rnore his than now I was ? 
I had but one faint fhadow of comfort, and that was, 
that at my brother's return, which was now expecled 
every hour, I Ihould perfuade him to mitigate the fen- 
tence of my father's teftament ; and {hough he could 
not fuiFer me to receive my dowry, might evade the 
penalty of paying it, by allowing me the interefl of it 
per annum, under the denomination of charity. Thi$ 
I- fometimes flattered myfelf I mould perfuade him to 
do, and it was this alone which the unhappy Armuthi 
and myfelf had to preferve us from defpair ; for he, 

' alas! 
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alas ! had no probable view of maintaining the charge* 
of a family, his whole dependence being on the favour 
of an uncle, who, though he very much encouraged 
his addrefTes to me, while there was the leaft hope of 
prevailing on my father to confent to the marriage, was 
now as much averfe, fince he had heard the cruel con- 
ditions of his will ; and often chid Armuthi for con- 
tinuing his vifits to me. I had not feen him for two 
days, when, to my inexpreflible furprize and _grief,_ 
I received this letter from him. 

Here Stenoclea opened her cabinet, and taking out 
a paper, read to MiramilKa the following lines ; 

" MY tongue has for fome time been endeavouring 
" in vain to tell you, oh my for ever loved Stenoclea ! 
*' what now I force my pen to do. Oh ! with what 
" words (hall I exprefs what it is I mean ? Can I Hve, 
" and fay that I no more muft fee you ; no more muil 
" lilten to the enchanting harmony of your heavenly 
" voice j no more muft hear you own a tendernefs^ 
" which to be bleffed with, there is not a faint But might 
" forego his heaven, and ftand excufed for change of 
" rapture ? To what a hell am I accurfed that muft 
" endure all this? nay, like Bellerophon, muft my 
" own fentence bear. Yet will I not complain, nor 
" utter one fyllable to exprefs theanguifh of my foul, 
" or excite an unavailing pity in yours. Fate, who 
u ordains me to this mifery, will foon, I hope, be 
*' kindly cruel, and make it too violent to be lafting,. 
*' and ftrike me dead at once. For oh, Stenoclea ! I 
*' haverefolved to go for ever from you ; to carry from 
" your fight a wretch, whofe contagious woes drivt 
" peace and happinefs from their loved manfion-— your 
" gentle breaft. Never, never will I renew thoife vain 
/' deiires of un accompli fhed love, nor perfecute you 
*' with a fruitlefs fuit. Far from your fight will I con* 
" ceal for ever this ill-fated form, too much beloved, 
** fince. too little worthy of beingloved ; and leave you 

"• to* 
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** to regain' that peace which I have too long deftroyed. 
-" Guilty, as miferable, fhould I be to wifh, much lefs to 

" attempt, the obfcuring of fo bright a ftar ; and in- 

** voMng in the gloom of mine, a life which has'fo many 
-*' opportunities of mining with the utmoft fplendor* 
,* 4 Oh!' may no thought of me overcloud your future 

* £ J )^ tut an eternal round of bleffings crown each 
.** enfuing day ! Farewell ! believe, that in forfaking 

** you, I now do more to prove my love, than had I 
. €€ fpent the bell part of my blood in fighting with fome 

" happier rival ; nay, even in dying for you : that had 
. " been a glorious end ; but this I now go to feek a mean, 

" lingering, and painful one. Pity me; oh! to the 

*' faft moment of my life, adored and loved Stonoclea ! 
. " for I would ftill be pitied, though not loved. Hea- 

** ven ! that I fhould wifh Stenoclea not to love me ! 

* c What is there but that dear comfort to withhold me 

" from running madly into fome defperate action, and 
;** breaking through all laws both human and divine-? 

" Yet, till you ceafe to afford it, peace mull be, a 

€f Granger to your breaft. Forget me then, banifh me 
. ** your thoughts ; but wifh me not to live : in mercy 

*' pray for the fpeedy death of 

" The defpairing, 

«' The diflra&ed, . 
* f Yet adoring 

*' Armuthi. 

• "P. S. What I have refolved, not even your 
V commands fhall prevent me from executing; this 
.'* therefore comes expecting no reply, and before you 

*' can have formed one, I fhall be paft the reach of it. 

** Adieu, once more, too lovely, and too good for my 

** repofe or your own !'* 

I cannot exprefs the grief I was in at the receipt of 

this letter ; I was nearly touched with*the generality of 

his behaviour, and joined with him in the opinion-, that 

. fince 
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fince-there was fcarce a poffibility of onrbesitg at peace, 
and indeed the reputation of both demanded our Sepa- 
ration, yet could I not con fen t to it; I found my fofr! 
loo weak to refolve againil what gave me ib much plea- 
sure as his fociety, even though it were only a partner- 
(hip in misfortunes. I lent immediately to his lodgings, 
.fehftrgingthe meflenger to tell him, I mult fpeak with_ 
him before he went . B ut my commands arrived too late, 
•and I was foon after informed, by one who was in- 
timate with his uncle, that he was gone to travel, 
but to what part ©f the. world was kept a fecret. <His 
only defigQ, as he has fmce told me, being to i*eek 
a cure for his.hopelefs paffion, he thought itwould.be 
an 'ill recipe to feed the diftemper by letters or meflages, 
from the beloved object. This relation of his alone 
knew where he went ; and having Co great a defire to - 
prevent his nephew's throwing himfelf away, as he 
called it, on a woman, who if fhe married him mafl 
have no fortune, there was little probability he would; 
reveal it* Inconfolable was I for his departure, fcnre- 
. times Relieving his proceeding had been occafioned by 
an excefs of love, and regard for my repofe 5 at others,^ 
that it was owing to the want of it ; and whenever this 
laft reflection came acrofs my thoughts, it gave me 
pains too terrible for defcription. 

Soon after this I received letters from Barnihar, £0 • 
my brother was called, dated from Padua, which . 
brought me word, he was on his return, and. would 
fpeedily be in Venice : never was there a ntoce.tent «r 
affection, than that with which we had regarded ecch 
other before he went to travel ; and as I had not abated 
any part of that which I had felt for him, fo I fuf-, 
pected not that abfence had diminifhed his for me, and 
promifed myfelf in his fociety a real consolation for thftt 
lofs of Armuthi : but, O God ! when I expe&ed ts» 
embrace himi arid every moment thought the next* 
would bring him to my arms, I received an account of , 
his death, that he was killed by a gentleman on the, 
*oad with whom he unfortunately happened $o.qntt~*- 
3 rel. 
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Te! ; and a fervant he" had with him endeavouring 
to revenge his mailer's death, was alfo left for dead j * 
'that the perfon by whom this misfortune had happened 
was unknown, and had made jus efcape, fo that all 
hope of doing juftice to his manes was extinguiihed. 
Judge what a furprize this muft be to a lifter that fa 
. tenderly loved him ; I found no comfort in the vaft for- 
tone which by his death I became miftrefs of, and 
looked on myfelf as the moft forlorn creature in the 
world, O, Armuthi ! would I cry, thou haft aban- 
doned me, and Heaven knows where thy defpair w£ll 
jCariythee-- ^And Bamibar ! thou who alone, by thy ad* 
vice and tender friendihip, couldft have brought peace 
to my aflli&ed foul, art torn from me by fomc inhuman 
hand— *0 ! . bring the murderer to light, good Heaven I 
t purjfued J, that I may profecute him with the feverefk 
vengeance-— let him be taken, let him, be detected 
. .when he leaft fears the danger, and fudden ruin over> 
whelm him, as that he brought on Barnibar, my un- 
happy brother ! 

But I will not, continued me, weeping afrefh at this 
♦ part of her ftpTy, prolong the fad cataftrophe of my 
fate, by repeating to you the exclamations I made, or 
, the thouiand vows I' oifered up to Heaven, and every 
faint,, for bringing forth this unknown deftroyer of my 
brother's life. I had fcarce, celebrated the folemnity of 
his funeral, before I heard Armuthi was brought back 
to Venice, being febed On the road with fo violent an 
indifpo/ition, that he was unable to purfue his journey, 
and had taken the iirft opportunity of a litter for his 
return. It was reported he was at the point of death, 
and entreated to fee me. Sure .never any heart was fub T 
- je&ed to fuch viciffctudes of anguifh, as was mine, to 
have him reftored; but reftored in fuch a manner as 
j»ttft deprive .me of him for ever, was infinitely more 
dreadful than, all 1 had before endured. I now per- 
ceived that he was ftill more dear than Barnibar had 
been, and that all the ties of blood are far inferior -to 
: $hofc of Jove :— In fpite of the difguft I had conceived 

againft 
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againfthis uncle, I flew to his houfe, and regardlefs of die 
cenfure of the world, omitted nothing which I thought 
might contribute to the recovery of this foul-lick lover, 
% ^ for well I faw grief was his only diflemper. My kindnefs 
was fo great a cordial, that, contrary to the judgment of 
the phylicians, who fome hours before I came had faid 
. he could not live, I left.him very much reftored, and in 
fo fair a way of recovery, that it amazed all about him. 
: His uncle, now as obliging to me as he had formerly 
. been the reverfe, gave my generality and conftancy fitch 
praifes, as whoever had heard might have believed 5 he 
alfo was my lover : but I took little notice of them, 
well knowing that to have a great fortune, independent 
by the death of my brother, was the greateft charm I 
had for him. Early the next morning did I vifit my 
dear patient again, and found him in a condition, fuch as 
gave me great hopes I fhould complete the cure I had 
fo fortunately begun ; in fine, I left him not till it was 
fulfilled, and having now no-.obflacle to prevent his 
being my hufband, was married to him in a Ihort tim* 
after, to the great fatisfa&ion of his now obliging uncle. 
Nothing ever was more ardent, or more tender than 
the affe&ions of Armuthi ; all his a&ions, all his words, 
were fo many demonftrations of his fincerity ; and as I had 
given him the utmoft proofs of mine, he could not but 
think his lot extremely fortunate ; yet in the midft of 
all the joy he exprelTed at my being his, I every now 
and then obferved fome ftarts of anguilh breaking 
out> and giving a check to rapture ; <ieep groans, 
and lighs too heavy for reftraint, would ever and anon 
burit from his troubled breaft, even when furrounded 
with his moll gay companions; nor could the chearV 
ful glafs, when fwiftly palling round in jocund healths, 
repel their force, though oft I have feen, and wondering 
fcen him, ftruggle with the innate difturbance ; but in 
unguarded Heep, with what dire furies feemed his brain 
poffeiTed ! It is falfe, he would cry, wildly ftarting up, 
I kiUed him not ; and then* again, throwing hija&if 
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.oh. the floor in Grange convulfions, Hide, hide me, 

roared he out, frqni the offended ghoft ! Stop, Hop that 
ffream of blood ! it will fwallow me 1 See ! I am en- 
compafied with a liquid fire ! all hell is on me ! Awaked 
and frighted with fuch dreadful founds, I have perforce 
broken the chain of. fleep, and taken him to my arms ; 
but, oh ! what tremblings had the dire virions left on 
all hi& frame ! in vain, with every art of fond , endearing 
love, did I endeavour to bring him back to peace ; too 
well I faw tranquillity was banifhed from his breaft, and 

, he but wore a ihow of foft contentment. As nothing 
ought to be a fecret between persons whom love and 

. law had united in the facred tie of marriage, I preffed 
him, with all the tendernefs I was capable of expreffing, . 
to reveal to me the caufe of his afniclion ; but never 
could I obtain from hyn this proof of what he had fo 
often fworn, to deny me nothing I could afk, and in 
his power to grant ; but, on the contrary,, he told me 
that he had in reality no caufe for grief, that thofe 
troubled vifions were a diforder hereditary to his family, 

„ and that it was madnefs to impute the wild ideas of 
fancy, in which reafon had no part, to any real difor- 
der in the waking mind, which he aflured me was en- 

. tirely free from remorfe, or guilt of any fecret fin, 
'which mould occaficn fuch confufion, as he was 4enfl- 
ble fometimes appeared in him. I cannot fay I was 
perfectly fatisfied with this reply ; but having frequently 

, fpoke to him on this head, and finding him ftill the 
jame, and at laff to grow a little uneafy, that I exprefled 
a diffidence in what he faid, I was obliged to give over 
any farther interrogatories concerning the affair : his _ 
disorders, however, encreaflng, efpeciallyin fleep, gave 
me alfo perturbations which were very terrible to fuftain : 
he fo frequently crying out on blood, made me in- 
deed think fome had been flied by unwarrantable means ; 
and more than once it flruck into my mind, how dread- 
ful a ruin we mufl be involved in, if by any accident 
lie and my brother mould have met, and it fhould fce 
" thQ 
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the ghofl.of that unhappy youth, whom he fo'ofittl 
named ; and the bare apprehension* that fuch a thing 
was poflible, gave me horrors which I am not able to 
exprefs; but I endeavoured to bariifh ruch thoughts as 
Jnuchas poflible, and whenever any thing happened to 
renew them, flrove with all my might to overcome them 
by arguments of a contrary nature ) yet would they not 
wholly forfake me, and the condition I was in was fat 
1from happy. r 

About five months fmce our marriage, did I live with- 
out any certainty, that there was fomething in the bot- 
tom Of all this, mora than' what I have toid you. OM 
would toXrod I never had -been- convinced! $u*pence, 
tormenting as -it was, was yet inferior to what enfued 
the -dreadful dete&ion of Armuthi's crime, and my ir» 
t emediaWe misfortune ;* but murder though for a tim* 
concealed, will, fometinte or other, break forth, and blood 
will <&!1 -for Wood. I was iitting-this morning ina low 
parlour, when I obferved a man who feeme4 to be en* 
quiring for fomeperfoitia the neighbourhood ; I ima* 
gined I bad fceu the face, and looked more earfieHtyi 
when prefently 1 fawbim come to our gate, and on h 2 £ 
near approach knew him to be Stilicon, an old fervant 
in bur -family, who had attended my brother in hts 
travels, and the fame who was reported to have been 
murdered with htm at Padua : I was infinitely pleafed" 
to find him alive, hoping by him I might difcovef 
•who was the deftroyer of my_dear brother, and take thai 
Vengeance which his death required: I' ordered he 
' Should be admitted immediately, and as foon as he was* 
began to tjueftion him concerning the manner of that 
unhappy accident ; to which he replied in thtefe terms : 
We had not, madam, fa id he, left Padua more than* 
half-an hour, before we met a gentleman well mounted, 
. but unattended; either through defign or chance, he 
rode fo near my mafter, that their horfes joftled, . and 
tlie Granger's hprfe being fome what fiery, gave a fud-. 
4en '%rittg, wWvh was very near throwing his rider * 

ha 
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I^Uxied Signj^r Barnibar wiuh incivility, imputing th*> 
c$$fe to him, as not having taken care to guide iris 
beaft, or tufa him out of- the way. My m after not 
thinking he , owed that refpe& to. a perfon unknown: to • 
jbjin, and whofe appearance feemed not to coihmanJ 
ftich- a deference, attfwered.him is terms befitting the 
^rifogance of the demand; on which the other, who, 
Jbelj^ve, was heated with wine, challenged him to th©- 
^>roof, which of them merited to be efteemed the braved 
inan^ my ma#er, unwilling .to -decline the combat, 
leaped in a moment from h&horfe, commanding me 
to, ^take : care of him,', and, drawing his fword, ran ' to 
ine^i; fhis-. artfagonjii, who waft already -prepared, and, 
Sat the firftpufh, received a wound under his. left bread » 
of which he immediately expired j I, difira&edatwhat 
-J faw, flew to the fword of. my dear dlead matter, re- > 
folute to, revenge him, or perifli with him: Iconfef*- 
4$y&lf too- we^ak'to do. the former, but was pretty near 
obtaining my defirfc in the other; for the murderous 
weapon which had deprived him of <iife was buried in 
jny body, and' but with difficulty drawn thenoe by its 
Teniorfelefs mailer, who* leaving me weltering in my 
b^ood, to all apf>earance dead* made- the befl: of his 
way toward the city. Some paffengere foon after com-. 
ing. that way, .the body of • Siguier Barnibar was con- 
veyed back' to Padua, whence you know it was after- ■ 
-wajds conveyed to Venice* to be interred with hi* 
nobje ancestors j I was put und«p the care of an able 
{urgeon> who* contrary to all expectations, worked a 
cure on me.j but J continued fo weak, that I was un- 
able to begin my journey till three days fince; Hea- 
ven- has, however § enabled • me to return at a feafon* tb 
j-evenge the untimely death of my dear mafter, Early 
this morning, as I was coming to enquire where I might 
pay ray* dutiful refpecls to. you, I faw the barbarous 
•ajdaffin, the idea of whofe; face,; fince that cuffed ttk>- 
mega in which- 1 firft. beheld him, has never been abfent 
iroasr.aiy.mind*. I followed, unnoticed* and nojloubt 

forgotten 
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forgotten by him, trill I faw him enter a magnificent* 
houfe a few ftreets off l whence running immediately t6 ' 
a ma gift rate, I made oath of what I knew, and had 
proper officers, and a. warrant granted to apprehend * 
him. He is now under a ftrong guard, and I can falute 
you, madam, continued he, with the joyful news that 
your brother's ghoft will ihortly have the vengeance it 
requires. 

So ftrongly, , faid Stenoclea, did the fears I have * 
already acquainted you with work in me, that for fome 
moments I was incapable of afking Stilicon the name of 
him whom he had apprehended ; but when I did, be 
anfwered me, that he was ignorant either of the name 
or quality of the perfon, but that having caufed him to 
be fcized, he prefently enquired where he might find me, 
being willing to be the firft who mould acquaint me with 
the pleating tidings- 

Never was fuch a mixture of hope and terror as that I 
endured all the time he was fpeakihg ; I could not think 
it Armuthi, yet would have given almoft my life to ' 
have been certain it was not. About this time I heard 
you coming down ftairs, I ordered the fellow to be en- 
tertained by the fervants, and came into the room to 
you ; I concealed my diforder as well as I was able, and 
indeed the more I confidered the matter, the more I 
found comfort ; I could not think, if it were really my 
hufband who was in cuftody, but that I mould have 
heard of his misfortune from himfelf ; I refolved, how- 
ever, to be informed of the truth, by fending a perfon 
to the prifon ; but before T had well determined in what 
manner to proceed, I was called to one who brought 
me a letter, the character of which, on the faperfcrip- 
tion, I knew to be that of Armuthi, and guefled the 
fatal purport before I read it in thefe lines. 

As fhe fpoke thefe words, fhe took out of her pocket 

a letter, which (he put into the hands of Miramillia to 

read, while ihe. indulged the greatnefs of her forrows in 

3 tears, 
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tears, now again paft the power of utterance by 
fpeech : her fympathizing friend confidering, to repeat 
the contents of that paper would ferve but to ehcreafe 
her griefs, read to herfelf as follows : 

*' I Need not now be demanded the reafons of 
4€ that defpair you have fo often obferved, and which 
*' were indeed too juftly vifible for you not to perceive, 
€C yet Heaven will, I hope, forgave a crime which was 
" involuntary.— Oh ! that you would as readily be 
*' brought not to hate the man, whofe death will foon • 
" atone the murder ofBarnibar! But that were too 
4t vain a hope : by one ralh adl I have deprived you of * 
" a brother, who was extremely dear to you, and of a 
". hulband who valued nothing in competition with ydu 
" —-What can I fay in vindication of what I have done, 
** which wilt not feem rather to add to the heinoufnefs 
" of it ? Yet had I loved you to a lefs violent degree, I 
" had not thus been criminal ; the grief I conceived for 
*' having taken the life of an innocent gentleman, and 
" the brother of Stenoclea, mould have made me, the 
" next moment I knew to whom my fword had been 
" fo fatal, refign myfelf to juftice;. and, felf-accufed, 
" teftified how little my heart was capable of taking 
" the part of murder, though a&ed by my own hand : 
'* but, oh ! I mult then have gone to the grave un- 
«'. bleiTcd with your pofTeflion— -it was not life, but the 
" enjoyment of Stenoclea, that made me fcreen the 
'* murderer of your brother from the juft cenfure of the 
'* law ; yet, oh ! I confefs it was a felf-interefted flame, 
rr and you ought never to forgive the man, who, to 
** feaft on your charms, involved you in hisdeftruClion. 
"Horrid guilt 1 I tremble to think how much I have 
" wronged you ; pity me, it is all I alk j as for a rai- 
" tigation of my firft crime, the killing of yoflr brother, 
«« it is what I neither hope, nor will endeavour; the 
'* law requires my b!ood,_and I will yield it a willing 
s( facrifice ; be you no more fevere, nor hate, after 

" death, 
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** death, him who only wifhed to live for Jrofc, ajjd? 
** never can be other than 

*< Your moft paflionately 
** affectionate, though unhappyy 
*' and too guilty huiband, 

4t Armuthu 

•* P. S« I dare not entreat to fee yot»i in the circtrtn- 
«* fiances under which 1 am; yet hope you will not re** 
** fufe that comfort to my lateft moments, which fhall 
** be all employed in imploring bleffings on you- One* 
*< more pardon and pity the wretch, who was yotDr 
" faithful huiband J" 

Now tell me, MiramiHia, relumed Stenoclea, gentle 
lady, advife me what to do, if a condition fo truly def- 
perate as mine-can admit'of any which may afford tht 
leaft (hadowof a comfort. The moment I had read 
thefe heart-wounding lines, officers came into my houfe, 
are now in poflfeffion as of the goods of a delinquent, 
and fhortly will the loft Armathi be made an example 
of* public juftice, and I, his wife, be driven out to ills, 
the leaft of which is beggary. 

Few people had more the art of periuafion, or a 
greater fhare of good- nature to comfort the •diftrefled, 
than Miramillia ; but the cafe- was here too defperate, 
and all (he could do for a long time; was to bear her 
company in tears ; but recovering herfelf as well as (he 
was able, me at laft begged me would not give way to 
forrow ; and ftarting on a fudden, as one waked from a 
trance, Since you deftre my advice, Stenoclea, (aid (he, 
I will give it you, and have bethought me of a way, 
which, if it fucceeds, will iave you from all the miferies 
you dread ; Armuthi will live ; your reputation will" be 
fafe, and goods and lands preserved. You mult, con- 
tinued lhe; bend -your whole ftudy to raife friends to 
procure a pardon for your hufbanid; thus far the duty 
of g wife obligesyou to dor but as itisyoar brother he 

bar 
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lias killed, ill would it become you to live with the 
murderer of fo near and dear a relation. No, you inuffc 
fave Armuthi, but muft fee him no more. You muft 
be content to pafs the remainder of your days in lonely 
folitude, a widow while your hufband lives ; and I think, 
laid fhe, fhould you difpofe; in charitable ufes, one 
half of that eftate which by his death would ail be for- 
feited for a lcfs pious end ; and with the other retire to 
a cloyfter, there to pray. for the expiation of the fin of 
him, who, doubtlefs, muft (till be dear to you ; it 
would be the greateft means of bringing peace to your. 
own mind you could make tffe of; and beiides, be ft 
glorious pattern of virtue, thus fulfilling both the con- 
jugal an4 fraternal duty. 

It was without the leaft hesitation that Stenoclea 
allured her, fhe would gladly take her counfei in every 
particular, but feemed to entertain little hopes of pre* 
vailing for a pardon for Armuthi \ on which MiramiMi^ 
readily made her an offer of ufing what intereft (he had 
with the Senate ; and indeed (he fo effectually made good 
her promife, that in a week's time (he . raifed thi$ 
affii&ed lady from that extremity of defpair (he had 
been in, by obtaining the life of her dear hufband. 
His pardon was figned, and he was releafed from prifon ; 
but before he was fo, Miramillia, who thought Steno- 
clea could not continue to live with him with honour, 
took care to remove' her to a monaftery. The diffraction 
of Armuthi, when he found on what terms he was faved, 
being nothing material to the intent of this book, I 
ihall not go about to defcribe ; therefore (hall only fay, 
that when all he could do had proved ineffectual to move 
Stenoclea from that refolution fhe. had taken by the 
advice of Miramillia, and by the latter of thefe ladies 
being convinced, that he owed no lcfs than fuch a felf- 
denial to the memory of Barnibar, he followed the ex- 
ample of his wife, and withdrew into a convent, where, 
among the fociety of the holy fathers, he was in a little 
time taqght to defpife the vanity of all fenfual enjoy- 
r Vol, H, M meats, 
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mehts, and to fpend the days allotted him in this world* 
in preparations for a better. Stenoclea grew a great 
example of piety ; and after their mutual converfion, 
there pafled letters between them, which have been 
printed fince their deaths, for the edification of other* 
in piety and virtue. 

Miramillia left them not till me had feen every article 
of her advice obeyed, and this fo lately unhappy pair ill 
a fair way of being tranquil in their own minds ; and 
looked upon as eminent examples of refutation and 
itfength of virtue, by all who knew them or had heard 
their flory. 

But now having fb happily finifhed this good work, 
her -own misfortunes, and the memory of her dear foh, 
made her begin again to think on the fortune-teller's 
prediction, and renew the fearch ihe had for fome time 
negle&ed, .to ferve the unfortunate Stenoclea. 

In her way home, me patted near the houfe of a lady 
who feemed to live in a perfect tranquility, and who be- 
ing pretty well advanced in years, (he thought might at 
lead be free from that deftru&ive paffion which had 
been almoft always the caufe that fhe had hitherto found- 
it fo difficult to have her wifh accomplifhed. 

She ordered her coachman, therefore, to drive to the 
houfe of this lady, and was received by her in a manner 
which left her no room to doubt (he mould be refufed in 
the grant of her requeH, as did the appearance of every 
thing about her make her hope there was no danger of 
its not being in her power : ihe did not, however, im- 
mediately acquaint her with the caufe of her coming, 
being determined before. She did fo, to be fully affured 
that her fearch would not here alfo be as fruitlefs as it 
bad hitherto been* She continued with her three or 
four days without letting her into the fecret, in which 
time fhe obferved nothing that could give her caufe t6 
fear (he fhouldhave lefs fuccefs than me wiflied. Never' " 
woman had a more deferring and obliging hufband ; 
two fine fons and one daughter were the product of their. 

marriage 
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marriage joy* ; they had an affluence of the goods of 
fortune, lived beloved and refpe&ed by their neigh- 
bours, and in a perfect tranquillity at home, all the 
family (eemiag to Jtudy nothing but the fatisfa&ion of 
the other. Such a concord, thought Miramillia, muft in* 
fallibly produce a happinefs, which without it grandeur 
cannot give; and now determined to purine her project, 
communicated to Tellifmda, for fo was the lady called, 
the motive which, joined to the regard fhe had for her, 
had engaged her to this vifit ; but no fooner had flit 
done fpeaking, than the other, by a deep figh, testified how 
little .fhe was qualified fee fuch an undertaking : which 
greatly furprizing Miramillia, Alas ! {aid (he, am I alfo 
here deceived ? Is Tellifinda fo unthankful to Heaven 
for the bleffings fhe enjoys, as not to be contented with 
her ftate ? What fecret care, or rather what imaginary 
411, intrudes upon your peace, and poifons the real fe#- ' 
cities »f your life ?~ T -Ah, my deareft Miramillia ! replied 
that lady, have a better opinion, I befeech you, of my 
underftanding, than to believe I create daemons on pur- 
pofe to diftnrb and fright me : no ', I aflure you, on 
the contrary, that it was only my too ftrenuous en- 
deavours to preferve my peace that has deflroyed it ; 
J feared to be unhappy, and have made myfelf £0+ by 
aiming to avoid ^misfortunes, 1 have met them ; but I 
know I fpeak in riddles, and as my breaft ha3 long 
laboured with the fecret, I will explain it to you* and 
make you judge, if the griefs I labour tinder have a 
fubftanhal fourcc or not. Miramillia was preparing to 
give* hex fome afTurances of her fidelity, but the other 
would not fuffer her to proceed ; telling her, that if 
fhe had not.an entire confidence in her, fhe fhould have 
taken the fame care to conceal her difcontent from her, 
as fhe had done from the reft of the world. Some few 
compliments of this kind being paffc between them, 
Tellifinda prepared herfelf for the performance of her 
promiie, and foon after accompliihed it in thefe terms* 

Digitized by GoOgle 



; *44 T H E _ F fc U;1T[ p S * 

The HISTORY of TELLISINDA. 

r PHOUGH, perhaps, faid me, never any perfong, 
J * linked in the bonds of Hymen, loved with a mere 
true affection than myfelf and the chevalier ; yet having 
been married four years without any.child, he grew fo 
exceflively difebntehted, that I had reafon to fear a de- 
creafc of his tendernefs : I endeavoured to confble him 
for the want cf a bleflmg, which, indeed, I then- thought 
I never mould afford him, by arguments fuch as thefe: - 
I told him, that if we were not permitted to enjoy .the 
comforts of children, we were alfo free from the trouble* 
and cares which neceflarily attend a paternal Hate ; that 
if Heaven had thought fit to make us parents, we mould 
have been fo 5 and that we ought no,t to repine at the 
decree* of him, who knew better what was good for us 
than we did for ourfelves. Tn fine,, I omitted nothing 
that my little reading, both in divinity and philofophy, 
enabled me to fay.; yet' ftill he was uneafy ; and though 
lie faid nothing in contradiction to what I offered, yet 
did a fullen pecvifhnefs fit on his brow while liftening 
to me,- and iometimes he would fling from me, leaving 
the room while I was in the middle of my difcourfe. 
This diftemper grew every day more upon him ; and I 
began at laft to fear I mould en irely lofe his affec"tion$ ; 
the apprehenfions of fo terrible a misfortune threw me 
into a deep melancholy ; I became opprefled with it, 
and could not forbear imparting it to a friend, in whom 
I had great confidence ; by her I "was perfuaded, con- 
trary to my reafon, my religion, and that averfibn I 
was bred"to have to every thing which bordered on a de- 
ceit, to feign myfelf with child. But as there appeared 
no other way of- regaining the affections of my huiband* 
I was prevailed on to follow her advice. I did fo ; and 
«he joy which from that time appeared in the counte- 
nance of the chevalier, made me well enough fatisfied 
5 with 
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With what- 1 had done. Eftharia, for fo/hc* was called; 

who had couafelled me to this ftratagem, took it upon 

her to provide a child againft- the time in which it was 

expedited I mould be delivered. I will not troubleyou 

with the particulars of our management ; it mail fufiice 

to tell you, that the fraud pa/Ted undifcovered* and I 

was fuppofed to be the mother of a fine boy. I had 

ftarce leifure for reflection, fo much were my thoughts 

, employed in anfwering the congratulations of ray 

friends, and the now renewed endearments of the clie- 

valier; but when I had, I cannot fay I was perfectly a* 

\eafe ; the natural antipathy I ha.d to all kinds of deceit, 

made me look on myfelf with a kind cf contempt ; a:;d 

conscious how little I deferred the tendernefs I received 

from my hufband, at leaft for that which had engaged 

" it, was afhamed within myfelf for receiving it. ^. I was , 

\f*r ibme time alfo before I could fafhion myfelf, to Lv- 

*tave to the child in any manner becoming a mother; 

^Tbu^time, .which renders all things cafy, brought m? at 

length to diffemble with a good grace enough ; j.nd at 

'faft,. indeed, accuftoming myfelf to fondle and carefsit, 

"grew. to have a fort of tendernefs : but, alas! it could 

"at moff be ho more than that of a good-natured nurfe, 

'a*lToon after was convince^; for my fuppofed fon be- 

*ing about- a year old, I becams, indeed, with child'; 

'and I nofooner found I was fo, than I perceived a vrJt 

difference in my affections, even to that unborn proiu^t 

-of my own, than, I had ever known for that, .whcf« 

little engaging actions could not but excite a fort of love 

in me. In due time he, who now pafTcs for my younger 

fon, but is, indeed, the only one I ever had, made me 

In reality a mother ; and with that name .informed me 

with all thofe foftening fears, thofc tender perplexities, 

and raviihing fondneffes, which I had fo often obierveii 

and wondered at in others. But when the joy of feeing 

that dear image of myfelf gave way to cooler con- 

fideration, how feverely did I accufe myfelf for the 

deceit I had ufed! how greatly did I blame Eflharia 

M 3 for 
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for the advice fhe had given me ! But (he was now dead, 
and paft the reach of my reproaches. The thoughts 

* that he muft be the inheritor of the eftate o£my dear 
Ton, drove me almofl to madnefs,* and filled me by de- 
grees with a kind of hatred to that poor innocent, who 
was but guilty of offending me through my own fault ; 
for I muir. acknowledge, that from his earlieft infancy 
till this time, he has difcovered fuch a fweetnefs of dif- 
pofition, as would have made me happy in being the 
mother of fuch a fon, had I in reality been fo. He is. 
now efteemed the fineft gentleman in this part of th* 
country; and, in fpite of the prejudice of nature,, I 
cannot but confefs, that in many things he very much 
excel!* his fuppofed brother j yet,' deiervine as he is, 

. oh Miramiilia ! he is a ftranger to my blood, and is" it 
not hard that he ihould deprive him, who is net, of hia 
inheritance? Yet, by what means {hall T avoid it? A 

•thoufond times, in the fendnefs of foul for the other*' I 
have opened my mouth to tell the chevalier the whole 
ftory ; but fear and fhame as often prevented me. from 
fpeaking. I cannot difcover the fraud -I' have been 

' guilty of, without expofing myfelfat once to the in- 
dignation, and, perhaps, eternal hatred of a hufband 
who is very dear to me, and the juft cenfure and re- 
proaches of the whole world ; for it cannot be fuppofecl, 
but that Herranius, fo is my pretended Ton called, 
would inveigh loudly againft the injuftice of my pro- 
ceedings. But if I were fo difpofed, I know not by 
. what means I ihould make out the truth of, what I fay, ; 
"Eftharia is dead, as I have before obferved; there was 
but one perfon befide her let into the fecret, who alfois 
no more. I know not from whom that fubtle creaturt 
procured him; nor can I, by any other proof but my 
own oath, make but that he is. not mine : I ihould in- 
•cur the hate and icorn "of all who know me; and, per- 
haps, leave things in the fame pofiticn they were in be- 
fore. Was ever affliction equal to mine? Have- you, in 
all your inquifition after happihefs^ found a perfon more 
' N 'truly 



d by Google 



E N Q_ tJ I K Y. 247 

truly diftant from it, than the unfortunate Tellifinda? 
— It is eafy, madam, replied Miramillia, for any one, 
who is a mother, to guefs a. mother's grief in fo per- 
plexing a circumftance ; yet cannot I advife you to throw 
Herranius off: he is your fon by adoption, though not 
by birth ; and you know the old Romans made no dif- 
ference between the one and the other, but according 
to the virtues they obferved in them. Herranius, you 
fay, has merit ; let that endear him to you ; you have 
robbed him of parents, to whom,, perhaps, he might 
have been dear; though misfortunes prevailed on them 
to part with him for the hope of a better provifion : not 
that, methinks, I would have him, who is really your 
* fon, be deprived of his birth-right; there, may be ways 
and means found out to make them at leaft equal in 
; their fortunes ; and it will be of much better confe- 
. quence to ftudy that, than, by betraying the fecret to 
4 the chevalier, run the hazard of forfeiting his afFec- 
* tions ; and, at the fame time, be guilty of a cruelty to 
'an unhappy youth, who thinks himfelf your own. 
* : Tellifinda could not but approve her reafons; me 
1 aflured her {he would take the advice fixe had fo kindly 
given, but could not bring herfelf to that ftate of tran- 
quillity which was neceflary to oblige her in the affair 
which had brought her thither ; nor did the other, 
fince made acquainted with her fiory, expect it from 
ner ; and therefore took her leave in a fhort time. 

Having made 4$ many vain eflays among the married 
ladies, fhe began to imagine that there was no poflibility 
of finding one in that ftate entirely free from care, and 
therefore refolved, if Hie profecuted herfearch, it mould 
be only to thofe who had not yet given up their freedom 
fhe would apply. She bethought herfelf of a young 
lady, who by the death of her parents was left miftrefi 
of a very confiderable fortune ; fhe was very beautiful, 
and had accompliftiments enough to make her a fit wife 
for the firft nobleman in Venice; but her gaiety, and 
the unaffected eafe of her converfation, made it evident 
M4 * ihe 
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(he was yet wholly free from any infection from that 
dangerous paflion, which is generally the original of 
all the misfortunes of 1 the fair. 

Miramillia had no (boner recovered the fatigues of her 
journey, than (he went to vifit Amalia, for by that name 
was this lady diftinguilhed ; (he found a vaft deal of com- 
pany with her, and her good humour alone it was which 
gave life to the conversation. Our afflicted mother did 
not doubt but that contentment dwelt here, and longed 

. rill (he had feen the other ladies depart, that foe might 
communicate to her the rcqueft (he had to make. At 
length this part of her wim was fulfilled ;; and (lie was 

■ beginning to endeavour for the other, when a woman 
in an ordinary habit came into the room; on the fight 

. of whom Am alia rofe from her feat, and begging par- 
don <|f Miramillia for a moment's abfence, ran\with her 
into a clofeV with all the appearance of gi mod eager 
impatience In her looks and air. \ She returned not in a 
coniiderable time; and when (he did, the alteration, 
which was vifible in her countenance, made Kliramillia 
believe fortte" very extraordinary accident had happened; 
and in that opinion, Madam, faid (he, 1 Jiojpeyou have 
heard nothing which (hould rob you of any part of that 
chearfulnefs -which lately was fo entertaining tcLyour 
friends'?— JOh, madam ! replied (he, the Yaddeft acci- 
dent! I never was (b much perplexed in my whole fife y 
1 would rather.have given half my fortune, than have 
met with fuch a difappointment. It is not to \x6 borne. 

IGood God ^continued (he, frettijlr- more an4 more, to 
be debarred of one's will in fuch amingas this ; fure I 

'havethe hardeft fortune of any one in the world. — I 

.hope, faid Miramillia, you are not entering into a"law- 
foit ?-.-r-No, ' no, anfwered the;other, I have enough to 

;trouble me without that, of a more vexatious nature 5 

»never any body was (b difappojnted, fq mortified. Thefe 
words filled Miramillia with a , kind of curiofity to,lyiow 
what had worked fo great a change in her ; (he continued 
to afc ? her. feveial. questions concerning the caufe of her 

diforderj 
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;<Kford€r, as if it proceeded from the news of the- death 
.ef fome one Ihe had a friendfhip for, and feveral other 
.fuch demands ; to all which flie anfwered in the nega- 
tive, but joined to it ftill, that her misfortune was far 
ymk: which words raifing to a -greater height Mira- 
j&iUift's defire of knowing, fhe entreated to be made the 
-confidante of this fecret; but it was not in the power of 
J&e other prefently to comply with her requeft, the dif- 
% turbance of iief mind not permitting her to bring forth 
any more .than broken fentences : tears at length af- 
fbrdedher fome relief; and after giving a loofe to them 
for about two or three minatss, ihe regained the power 
of fpeech, and related htr calamity in thefe words: 
you know, faid (he, that there is a great ball atv court 
next week; all the Beau monde will be there, and evay 
body .is endeavouring; to be as fine as they can : Sabina^ 
who is, without exception, the vaineil creature in the 
world, (bowed me a piece of the r icheft brocade I ever 
(aw in my life, that is to be made up for her againft ths 
tifne ; and you nevet heard any thing boaft with fo much 
iniqlence as ihe did, that me IhOuld be the beft dreffed 
of any body: filly creature Irflie forgot me was talking Jo 
a perfon who could as well afford to purchafe a hand* 
fpme thing* as herielf. I was rcfolved to be even with 
h«r, and had formed a defign, which, if not prevented- 
by the lazinefs or treachery of the perfon I employed in 
it, would have been an excellent piece of revenge. With 
a vaft deal of induftrja^and feme artifice, I procured a 
pattern of Sabina's brocade, and finding it was, not to 
be matched, fen t it. to my mercer, whom I ordered to-' 
fliow/it to the weaver, that he might make a certain 
n limber of yards for me exaclly of the fame figure, but 
with avail deal more firver in the ground: there are alio 
fome large green leaves in it, on . which I intended to 
hare had here .and there feveral (mall diamonds and ru- * 
biee, and other- precious ftones tacked, on. Oh! it 
would have heen the mbfk beautiful fancy, and the- 
richeft, that ever was fecn ; but, oh Miramillia ! the 
■M 5 bafe 
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bafe wretch, that I depended on, that promifed me Co 
faithfully, has difappointed me ; he fent word juft how, 
that he begged my pardon, but could not poffibly get it 
done in the time. Was ever fuch anegle&, fiich an im- 
pudence, when I had told the fellow he muft work night 
and day to do it ? I could tear him in t pieces, and myfelf 
too, that I mufl be triumphed oyer by fuch a creature 
as Sabina, who, though (he is neither handfome* nor 
very young, will have all the world flaring at, and admir- 
ing, her clothes, white nobody takes any notice of me, 
though* without any vanity, there is no companion 
between us. ,..':;•• 

Miramillia could fcarce contain her laurftfer at the 
recital of fo ridiculous a misfortune ; and,-wiTling to con- 

fole her as well as fhe could But, dear Am alia! {aid 

fhe, why mould you affii& yourfelf fo deeply? Me- . 
thinks this vexation might eafily be removed ; there are 
without doubt other very handfome filks in town ; buy 
the richeft the fhops will afford, and parfue your defign 
of embroidering it with diamonds; I am confident you> 
may make it appear equally glorious with her's, what- 
ever it be. That is true, replied Amalia; but, my 
dear, you miftake the thing: the mortification I.pro- 
pofed to give her pride was this, to have of the very 
lame pattern a filk fo infinitely to putfhine her's. I 
would not give a ryalto be finer than fhe in any other 
drefs; but it would have been the moft elegant fatif- 
fa&ion to have obferved the baulk it would have been to- 
ller, to have beheld her own pattern fo much outdone.. 
But why do I talk of it? continued fhe; my hope ispaft; 
all my defigns are fruftrated ; and. I muft content myfelf ' 
either to feign an indifpofition and ftay at home, or, by 
going there, refolve to endure all the fine compliments 
that will be made heron the delicacy of her fancy. 

All that Miramillia could fay to her was of little fcr- 
voce to make her in a better humour, and fhe was obliged 
tQ leave her to indulge it, not imparting, any thing of* 
fhe reaTons which had. induced ber to this vifit; rightly 
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Judging, that when people fet their hearts on triHes, a 
difappointment, even in them, is as hard to be endur- 
ed, as things of the greateft confequence are to others. 

Not being willing yet to give over her fearch, the- 
next whofe character promifed her fuccefs was Clorilla, 
a young lady of great birth, beauty, and education? 
but (he was inconfolable,. becaufe her father, being of ' 
a different turn of mind, had refufed a poft of honour 
offered him by the Senate, and another had accepted it, 
who had daughters, that by virtue of their father's office 
were now entitled to fit above her in all public affem- 
Iies. She bore this vexation with much the fame degree, 
of moderation, as Amalia had done the difappointment 
of her filk : Miramillia concluding nothing was to be ex- 
. peeled here to forward the experiment {he was fo muck 
defirous to make trial of, ordered her coach to drive to 
the houfe of Claribella, a young lady whofeemedto have- 
every thing that can complete happinefs excepting a hus- 
band, arid that was every day in her power to be pof- 
feffed of, being follicited in marriage by the richeft ancl 
moft accompliihed noblemen in Venice; but (lie ap- 
peared no friend to love, and declared to all her. ac- 
quaintance,, that lhe had yet never feen the man who 
had any temptations for her to quit her liberty. She 
had the reputation of being of the moil eafy, as well as 
gay temper imaginable j and Miramillia accufed herfelf 
of want of. thought, that fhe had not made the firft appli- 
cation to her, which might probably have favedher the- 
trouble of the reft : but, alas !. lhe had not time to com-' 
muriicate to her the intent of her v^fit, before lhe had 
reafon to fufpect it would be of little purpofe : fhe re- 
ceived her indeed with all the civilities due to a lady 
of Rer quality and character, but yet there might be feen 
a fort of peevilhnefs in all her air, which denoted (he was 
far from being perfectly at eafe ; which Miramillia per- 
ceiving, afked if lhe was well ; and that queftion pre*, 
fently informed her how much fame bad deceived her ia 
reporting this latly for a woman of fo much good hu- 
• * M6, xnour*. 
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mour. I am not at all furprized, madam, anfwerefl {h$, 
that you fhould take me to be indifpofed ; not that I 
think- 1 am at all altered fihce you fdw me laft, but the . 
prodigious charms of Jfmenia make toqgreat an eclat to . 
fuffer any other woman tq be thought tolerable. It would 
be impoffible to reprefent the furprize in^-which thefe 
words involved the per(bn>to whom they were addtefffcd; 
the knew, iftdeed, there was a lady called Ifmenia ;„that 
(he was the daughter of a fenator, and eflieeraeda very 
Jovely maid ; tut what concern this mould be pf Clajri- 
bella's, or whiyihe motfld name lier to a perfon who had 
not the leait;acquaintance with her, (he coujd not ima- 
gine : to eafeherfelf, therefore, of this perplexity, As I 
fim. ignorant, faid Ihe, of*any of the affairs A of tfcat la4y, 
I cannot guefe of what conlequence her ieauty qa/i be to 
you.— >Pardon me, nudam, refumed the other, your 
Jate griefs have, perhaps, made youregardle& of the 
news of the town, elie it is impoffible but ypu muft 
have heard the Vail reputation Ifmenia has acquired by 
the death of Charino.-- -You would oblige me, with, the 
relation of it, faid- Miramillia ; for I affijre you I never 
heard it mentioned, though I had formerly fopie ac- 
quaintance with Charino, and looked on him as a moft 
saccomplilhed gentleman. — He was fo, replied CLarl- 
bella; and ho doubt, but if he had n\ade~his applica- 
tion, might have been thought well of by women of 
great' r diftin&ion than Ifmenia: but what he faw in 
iier, Heaven knows f t9 infpire him with fo prodigious 
a paifioh ; the more he adored, the more me. infulted'. 
I never faw anything in my life arrive at that jnon- 
flraus ^height of vanity (he did; nor a man, eipecially 
one who had ienfe too, degenerate to fo low ap4 mean 
a fubmiffion as did Charino : he was like her ihadpwi 
followed her wherever fhe went, talked pf her in all 
cdmpany as of the moft lovely creature in the world. 
Thus it went on between them for about three months, 
st the end of which, Pae continuing to.ufe him ill, he 
ihot himfelf through the head, leaving a letter behind 

hk», 
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Jum, to acquaint the world for what caufe lie did it. 
Since this demembration of her power, there is no en- 
during Ifmenia ; ihe is grown fo afluming, that it is 
Smpoffible to convejfe with her; and yet you cannot 
imagine how- much ihe is admired by the men. I fup- 
pofe they, think, becaufe one has been fool enough to 
die for her, that fte aally deferves to be cried up in the* 
manner fhe is ; in. fine, there is nothing now talked of 
in town but iher. beauty ; ihe is the general toafl ; anrd 
it is looked on as folly or -envy not to join in the ridicu- 
lous praifes which are given her. — This is the firfr time 
I ever heard-of this adventure, faid Miramillia, and am 
extremely forry jhat Charino mould have fo rmall a fenfe 
of the dutigs ©f religion, and fo poignant a one of a 
fooliih paffion. JBut I cannot fee why you fnould be 
difcontented at it, any farther than common compak 
fion for the .untimely death of fo agreeable a chevalier. 
If Ifmenia has. ftupidity enough tcbe pleafed wkhfo fa- 
tal an effect of her.charms, and is induced by her vanity 
to behave in the manner yon defcribe, it is eafy to break 
off all acquaintance with her ; for iay part, though I 
am concerned when I fee any of my fex give way to 
fqibles of that kind, I think it not my xluty to afflict my* 
felf for what I Cannotprevent, nor happens through any 
fault of mine. — But can I fiop my ears from the enco- 
miums with which I am perpetually porfecnted ? cried 
Claribella. Can any thing be more provoking, than to 
fee mankind fo much bewitched to a creature, that, in 
my opinion, has no one good quality to attract their 
admiration ? Does not the whole world run mad after 
her, worfhip her as a goddefs ? The meaneft of the 
people, unbleiTed with opportunity to view the mighty, 
wonder near, Hand in the ftreet in- throngs, watching 
her coming out* then croud about her chariot, crying* 
Hovt fair ihe is i How exquifitely charming! Where- 
ever Ihe goes, all eyes are fixed upon her; all tongues 
feem to outvie each other in her praife, as if the folly of 
Charino had fjprgad its infetfjon through ail the race of 

^ manr 
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man. No, certainly, replied Miramillia, (with a lialF 
finite, now plainly perceiyirig the caufe of her difquiet) 
not through ail, I dare iay ; you have your admirers, 
who confefs your power of charming. — Coxcombs L 
wretches all ! refumed die fair votary of envy, wlrat 

• avails their pretending 1 a paffion for me, when they do 
nothing to atteft it to the world ? Oh, Miramillia ! a 
woman gains more glory to have one man die for her,, 
than to have a thoufand live and languifh at her feet* 
It was not all Charino could fay or fwear, that fet up 
the fame oflfmenia ; but in that one attiori, his death, 
he has recorded the force cf her charms to all Jjofteriiy.. 
Heavens ! how fortunate fome women are, -and how 
jnuch the contrary others ! Notwithstanding my great 
eftate, allowed good qualities, and birth/ I pafs for no- 
thing in the efteent of ' the world, am unregarded* 
flighted ; and yet, without my glafs extremely deceive* 
ine, file is far from having the pre-eminence over me, 
either in face t>r ftiape. Good God' ! how is it poffibl* 
to be contented under fuch vifible partiality ? She nad, 
not; perhaps, given over her exclamations for a much 
longer, time, had the torrent of her tears allowed the 
power of farther fpeech : nor could Miramillia offer any 

„ thing to interrupt ner, fo greatly was me amazed that a 
woman, endued with good fenfe m other things, lhould 
fo much fuffer it to be debafed by her exceflive vanity 

' and defire of admiration. But perceiving me had left 
«ff fpeaking, fhe could not forbear mixing fome grave- 
Reproofs with her confolations; fhe begged her to con- 
fider how little efTential to true happinefs was the being 
accounted beautiful', and how much better it was to be 
Ancerely loved by one worthy man, than to have the 
noify encomiums of the whole fex; and at the fame 
time reminded her, that nothing was more an argument 
of a mean and ungenerous foul than to envy another, 
either for real or imaginary perfections. But how little 
effect fuch kind of difcourfes were able to work on her^ 
any -one, who in the courfe of their, life has met with a. 

womaE; 
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woman, of Claribella's temper, may eafily believe. She 
faid nothing, however, in opposition to. her perfuafionst; 
but the other finding little hopes of making a convert x>f 
her, fhortened her vifit, and departed with a perfect ii>- 

t dignationin her mind, thatperfonsj whom Heaven de^ 

/figned to blefs,. fhould, by their own perverfenefs of 
difpofition, render themfelves. unhappy* Bather owa 
misfortunes hindering her from giving too much atten- 
tion to the calamities of others, whether real or iovagi,* 
nary, fhe refolved to make yet one more eiTay. 
> Selinda was a young lady very much celebrated for ait 
uncommon (hare of wit and understanding $> and being 

.endowed with every thing fhe could wifh for in life>, fhe 

: imagined not that fuch a one would difcpntent herftlf 
with. any fancied ills. To her therefore fhe refolved to 
apply, and -in a few days made her a vifit, with ail that 

» form which is made q_fe of among people who live in the 
great world, and are not fuificiently acquainted with* 

r each other, .to have made a mutual agreement to throw.- 
. ©if thofe tirefome and indeed unneceflary ceremonies* • 
. But fhe was foon convinced how much fhe wa* de^ 
ceived in, her expectations . here ; for defiring ta {peak, 
with her, the chief attendant, .with air affected, and 
all that mimickry of good breeding which thofe fort o£ 
people abound with, told hex, that her lady could by* 
no means appear ; that her favourite lap-dog had died 
of An apoplexy fome few days ago, arid fhe was incon- 
i folable for fo great a misfortune ; but that as. foon- as fhe. 
faw company, fhe was very certain fhe would think, 
herfelf favoured in a vifit from. her. This put Mira- 
:millia beyond all patience : Heavens ! cried fhe to her- 
felf, are all our fex. devoted to difquiet? Is there a. 
fate upon us to be wretched? Muft we labour under 

, woes of our own formation, when Fortune contributes 
all fhe can to make us happy ? Good God !. continued 
fhe, that even wit is not a defence from vanity and affec- 
tation ! Thus, like Amalia, Clorilla and Claribella^ 

'. do we. tormeat ourfelves. with childifh and imaginary 

ills, 
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ifh, till taught by real ones how mad we have been* 
and wifti the paft could be again recalled. 

Thefe reflections induced our afflicted m other to re- 
turn to her houfe, with a firm refolution to give over an 
enqtfiry which 'fhe was now convinced would be altoge- 
ther fruitiefs, aiid depend wholly on Heaven for the 
reftoration of her peace ; either by hearing of her dear 
fon, or by obtaining a ftock of patience to fupport the 
uncertainty* 

, She had not fixed this determination many days, 
fctefbre file foun'd the good effects of it : that fon, whofe 
abfence fhe had fo long deplored, and who nobody now 
believed was in the world, was, when ihe leaft expected 
It, returned to Her embraces. ' A coach-and-fix^ con- 
taining the young Adario, fo he was called, a grave eld 
gentleman, and a moft beautiful virgin, came to her 
gate. The tranfport fhe was in to behold once more 
that darling of her foul, left her not the power of ob- 
ferving by Whom he was accompanied : Ihe hung upon . 
his heck ; fhe claimed him with raptures, fuch as only 
mothers know*; me gazed on him with an agony of plea* 
fare ; for a long time fhe could bring no other words, 
than, My ffin ! My fon ! Adario! .My dear Adario! 
But extafy at length giving way to reflection : Where 
have you been ? fhe cried, and why, by your abience 
and your filence, have you involved me in griefs whicjb 
have bee'n very near fatal to me ?— Oh pardon the tranfl* 
greffion of my feeming neglect, bell of parents, and of 
women, anfwered he ; but as it is to this gentleman 
you are indebted for my life, be pleafed to hear from 
his mouth my vindication. Thefe words making her 
turn her eyes on the company, fhe immediately knew 
the perfon he mentioned to be fignior Cl'otario, one who 
had been the rrioft paffionate of her adorers, when in a 
virgin flate ; but being rejected by her for the father of 
Adario, his defpair had made him feverai times attempt 
the life of that more. happy rival, for which there. had 
ever fiace remained an extreme' hatred between the fami- 
lies ; 
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tics ; but to be told that he had been inftrumental in 
preferring Adario, chafed from her breaft all fentiments 
but thofe of gratitude ; (he received him with all ciyi- ' 
lity ; and being told by him, that the young lady who 
came with him was his daughter, made her all the com- 
pliments her beauty and fine air demanded from as many 
as faw her. After which, being impatient to know by 
what means they had become acquainted with her fon, 
ihe preffed for the gratification of that deure ;< and 
Clotario, pleafed to oblige^ began in thi s- manner i • 



; t^eistory of felicia anx> adario;. 

^HTHIS yonne girl,, faid he, .pointing -to. Felicia, is 
if •*■ the only; cjiild I ever had by a Jady who, after 
Miramillia, f§emed moft worthy of my aifeilionsf but 
the prefent ihe. had made me of her, proved fatal to her- 
felf : flie died in. child- bed; and- though I. was. ejx- 
.tremely .afflicted for herlofs, I- thought it v wcmld better 
r become the love I bore her* to iranfplant it to the dear 
pledge ,lhe left me, than to wafteumy .whole thought* 
on what was not to be recovered by all my. cares. . -Few 
fathers regard their children with that tendernefs I have 
eveYdone Felicia, and to .do her juftice, none ever 
feemed more to deferve it. . When grown to an age to 
be fenfible of my indulgence and her own duty, fhe 
made it all her ftudy to let me fee the one was not 
thrown away, by her ftrift obfervance of the other. I 
ihall pafs Qver in filence.the improvements ihe made in 
all the accomplishments I tho.ught.it proper fhe.fhould 
be ihftru&ed in, . left you mould imagine I confider har 
with too partial an .opinion. -.Such- as (he is, however, 
'the noble ft chevaliers in the country folicited-my con- 
fen t to obtain her in marriage ; but Ihe appeared fo far 

from 
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from having any inclination to enter into that ftate, r&at 
lhe entreated me with the utmoft eameftnefs to permit 
her to remain as lhe was. I loved her too well to preft 
Tier to any thing fhe difliked, and affured her I would 
never exert my authority in that point, nnlefs I fhould 
fee her agitated with a blind paffion For one unworthy 
of her ; lhe protefted, lhe would never entertain the 
leaft emotions of that kind, without firft knowing if I 

" was willing fhe fhould indulge them ; and I obferved in 
her fo much difcretion in other things, that I made no 
fcruple of believing her. I depended entirely on her 
conducl, and was free from thofe corroding Cares which 
fo much perplex the generality of fathers. But the 
greater my imagined fecurity, the greater my difap- 
pointment, when I hadreafbn to believe myfelf deceived. 
One morning* furprized that lhe came not to pay her 
ufual teftimonies of obedience, I fent to her chamber 
to enquire her health, and was informed that lhe went 
early into the fields., accompanied by a young man 

- called Ferronefe, the {oh of a perfon who had formerly 
been a iervant to me. I was not pleafed to hear &» 
was gone out fo attended ; not that I thought lhe could 
be infpired with any afFe&ion for a man fo much beneath 
her; but that having heard a bad character of him,, I 
fufpetted he might be employed as an emiiTary from 
fome other, whom I was certain I Ihould not approve, thus 
recommended. I was juft fending to order fhe fhould 
return, when a poor man, who happened to be at 
work in the grounds, came running atmolt out of breath 
to inform me, he had'feen Ferronefe on horfeback with 
Felicia before him, who ihrieking and crying out for 
help, plainly teftified lhe had no hand in' her own rape. 
I demanded which way they went, and having been 
informed, made my fervants immediately mount ia " 
their purfuit. They obeyed with diligence, and were 
ibfuccefsful in their Fearch, that in the foreft of Adorno, 
behind your caflle, they found my daughter rending 
the air withxriesyand Handing between twaperfdns who 

feeaied 
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t feemect dead, or dying; one of them was the falfe 
Ferronefe, and the other her valiant defender, the gal- 
lant Adario : bat his .name or perfon being utterly a 
ftranger to her, fhe told them, that as it was to that 

' brave unknown me was indebted for the prefervatkxn of 

* Jier honour, lhe lhould think herfelf the moil ungrate- 
ful of women, if flie did not ufe her utmolt endeavours 

* to bring him out of a condition in which he fell but 
for her fake. She. added, That there were figns o£ lift 

* in him, and therefore ordered fome of the men to ride 
with all fpeed to the next town for a litter ; while fh# 

' endeavoured, as well as fhe could, to bind his wounds. 

Her commands being obeyed, he was brought in that 

. manner to my houfe; where the truth being related to 

* me; I commended her behaviour, and. was no lefs zea- 
lous than fhe had been, to fave the life of a perfon to 

^ whom I was obliged for the reiteration and protection 
" of my child. The furgeons no fooner looked on hit 
" wounds, than they informed me none. of them were 
"mortal, and that his only danger coafiftedin lofs of 

* blood, and having . lain fo long. They gave me hopes , 
however, of his life, and nothing was omitted which 
might prevent the difappointment of thofe hopes. In a 

"few hours he opened his eyes, and foon after had the ufc 
of fpeech; but we forbore aflring him any qucftions, 

, being told, that nothing would bejfo prejudicial to him 

; as noife or light. We exa&ly obferved the orders given 
lis by thofe to whom we committed the care of him ; 

"but I could not avoid taking notice, that Felicia enquired 
of his health, with a concern which feemed to have in 

' it fomething more than gratitude. When (he related 
how brayely he had fought in her relief, and with what 
courage and galantry he flew, in the defence of her 
'chaftity, on the villain who attempted it, her eye^ . 

. fparkled with fire I had never fcen in them before. 
'She feemed agitated with an unufuaL warmth. She 
.took pleafure in repeating the tale whenever fhe had an 
opportunity. She was trafifporte4 at the hopes given 

her 



d by Google 



7&o THE FRUITLESS' 

her of his recovery: (he could not conceal her djforier* 

- Whenever any frfpidous Words were let fall, that it 

' was dubious v in fine, her very look and a&ion ex- 

pfefied a tendernefs which made me tremble. Pardonr 

me, excellent Miramiliia, Iknew him not fcr Adarioj. 

and though, even in that difmal ftate,' I perceived 

enough about him, to believe him not un worthy of her J* 

yet the uncertainty whether he - might look ori her with 

the fame eyes, or indeed might be in a condition to 

return her atfe&ion, made; me fear- fhe mould'place it 

' on him. I concealed my fentiments^ however, till I 

• mduldbemore aflured, judging withVeafon, that if my 
' conje&ures were true^ Are would be more wary in her 
' behaviour before me. The great fkill and care* that was 
-employed,^ in a week's time relieved us "from the" fears 
'of the death of our gneft, and the young Peficia could 
r not conceal a joy at the hews, > which heightened my. 

* ftQncibns. It was' more 'than a* month," however;* ht^ 
'Tore we' were permitted to fp^ak to him,, and then* no 

afore Sfhan to teflify. our zeal for his recovery," fo £x- 
treniely weak wasiiia condition. We were toldHy the 
perfbns employed to watch with him, that the chief 
"uft he made of his recovered fpeech, was^ firf^ tq en- 
quire iA. whbf¥ houfr' he was ; and* being told it Belonged 
t6 the perfon in whbfe daughter's caufe he had received 
♦thofe wounds," he exptefled the utraioft fatisfkc\ipn ; but 
'that on the hearing my name,, it vifibly abated, and 
•hefeen)ed rather -troubled, than the contrary, to re- 
ceive any obligations from Clotario. He could not, 
'however, 1 refrain a&ing many queHions concerning 
*Peficia ; fitch as what fofiicitationa fhe had for marriage, 
who were the pretenders to her, which of them me' 
ftemed moft to favour, or to whom I was inclined to 
difpofe of her, by what means fhe came to be expofed 
to the danger from which he had delivered her ? AH 
which being anfwerecr according to the diredt truth, 
theyfaid he expreffed an infinity of pleafurej to hear (he 
was not . yet engaged either by duty or inclination. % I 

could 
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iSdq&djiot be told thefe things, without believing the 
.feme fentiments hadinfpired. them both.j and having 
myfelf, as you very well know, madam, experienced 
the force of love, fincerely wifhed he might be. of fuch 
a quality as might not render their's unfortunate, which 
I very much feared, becaufe of the regret with whjclv 
^he heard of her's. Admittance at laft being allowed, 
I went to vifit h ( im, taking Felicia. with me; decency 
and gratitude I thought obliging her to pay this refpecl 
to one to whom fhe was indebted for all that was moil 
dear to her : I imagined alfo, that by -being prefent at 
this interview, I ftiould be able to aflure myfelf of the 
fentiments of them both, more fully, ^perhaps, than any 
-<*ther way; and indeed there required but little pene- 
tration to read in their countenances what paired in their* 
Ijearts. Their affection for each other was as apparent 
as the care they took to conceal it ; nor can I fay, that 
1 was much troubled at it ; there was fomething in the 
iace apd voice of Adario that inieniibly attached me to 
him. I did not indeed, Miramillia, think of you at 
that tinie, much lefs imagine that this noble youth was 
your fon ; yet it is certain, that great refemblance he 
has to a form which had been once fo dear to me; it 
was that filled me with impreflions fo much in his favour. 
The firft civilities being over, I defired him to let me 
know to whom I had been fo much obliged ; but never 
did I fee fo fudden and fo ftrange an alteration as ap- 
peared in him at this demand. That extreme palenefs, 
which the weaknefs of his condition had fpread over 
his face, now gave way ( to a flu/hing red; it feemed as 
if his whole little remains of blood had* forfook all 
other parts to paint his biu filing cheeks. His lip's 
trembled as he was about to make reply, nor could he 
preiently bring forth a word* but when he did* it was 
in this manner : How eafywere it for me, faid he, to 
inipofe on your belief, by giving - myfelf a name to 
which I have no pretence ! But know, my lord, that 
whatever 1 am, I was bred to hate deceit; and as there 

is 
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is an unfurmountable reafon for my concealing from . 
what family I am defcended, think it a lefs misfortune . 
to run the hazard of paffing in your efteem, as a per- . 
fon who has done fbmething, for which he is afraid - 
or afhamed to own himfelf for what he is, than to be 
confeious of a crime like falfhood. . This only (conti- 
nued he) I entreat you to believe of me, that I am 
wholly devoted to your fervice, and am fo far from re-^ 
gretting that in it I have fpent part of my blood, that 
I would gladly fhed the remainder on the fame account* 
and blefs Heaven for nothing more earneftly, than that 
I have been the happy inftru men t of reftoring the: ad- - 
jnirable Felicia to your embraces. Here he chafed to 
fpeak, and the aftonifhment his words involved me in, 
left me not the power of making him an immediate 
anfwer 1 1 was confounded, 1 knew not what to think, 
I could not believe he was of a birth inferior to what " 
his pride would make him wifh to be thought ; there, 
was. fomethirig fo noble in his air anctcountenance, as 
prefently checked all fuggeftions of that kind. Nor 
could I imagine he had been guilty of any thing which 
jhould oblige him to conceal himfelf: that galant free- 
dom with which he fpoke, and that love of truth which 
he preferred to all things, made me conceive the higheft 
opinion of his honour, and his juftice : in fine, what 
he faid wa$ both pleating and diflurbing to me; I ad- 
mired him more than f had done, but was more fear- . 
ful than I had been, left Felicia mould do fo too- 
When the tumults of m^ thoughts would give meleave, 
I told him, that the obligations I was under to him, 
forbad I mould prefs to know any thing he was un- 
willing to reveal; nor, as I had done nothing todeferve 
his confidence, could not take it ill that he refufed it 
me. However, purfued I, before we part, you may- 
perhaps have a better opinion of my difcretion and my ., 
gratitude ; and as a proof that you are defirous to make 
trial of "both, I beg you will command every thing in 
this houfe, with the fame freedom as you would your 

owa* 
3 

Digitized by GoOgle 



.. ENQUIRY. ±6j 

own. He made no other reply to thefe words than 
bowing his head, for he had not yet recovered ftrength 
enough to move his body in the leaft ; after this we 
began to talk of the villainy of Ferronefe, and the little 
iectirity a young woman can have out of theprefence of 
thofe whom duty and nature oblige to be tender of 
her honour. Felicia excufed her going into the field 
with' him, by faying he told her, there was that mo* 
ment a great mountain raifed at the end of it in that 
night, which he imagined had been done by an earth- 
quake ; (he added, that not having the leaft fufpicion 
that he had any defign on her, nor could apprehend a 
danger of any kind fo near the houfe, fhe had run out 
to fee this wonder, at the garden-gate which led to the 
field, and happened to be then open ; but 'that me was 
no fdoner out of hearing, than fhe perceived a horfe 
tied by the bridle to a tree, on which he mounted, 
taking her by force in his arms, and making no ftop 
till he came to that wood, where Adario found him 
ready to facrifice her honour to a paffion fhe would not 
confent to gratify by marriage with him. I obferved, 
while Felicia was relating to Adario the means by which 
fhe was carried away, fhe took a more than ordinary 
pains" in excufing her inadvertency ; and this ferved to 
convince me more, that fhe was in reality as fenfible of 
the tender paflion as it is poffiblefor a young heart to be. 
We continued in the chamber till a certain faintnefs, 
which his countenance, in fpite of him, betrayed, re- 
minded me that we had put him on the necellity of 
fpeaking more than his ftrength would bear; and in- 
deed the Turgeori found him {o difordered at his next 
vifit, that he defired we would forbear any further con- 
verfati&h with him for a good while. It was near ano- 
ther month befof e we were fuffered to go into his cham- 
ber, any farther than the door, to enquire after his 
health, which I conftantly did every day. But I took 
notice, that after this, Felicia grew extremely melan- 
choly, and at Jail fo pale, and her whole air fo de : 
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jecled, that fhe was fcarcely to be known \ I gueffefl, 
that this change in her proceeded from the endeavours 
ifef made to conquer the paflion fhe ha 4 entertained for 
-a perlbn who was refblved to continue a ftranger to her f 
>and to forward her cure, fent her to the houfe of a fitter 
of mine, who had many children of much the fame, 
Age with herfelf, in whofe foci^ty I hoped her melan- 
xhofy might abate : I perceived an unwillingnefs in h^r 
to go, but not fo much as offered any thing in opposi- 
tion to it. But fhe had not been there many days be- 
fore my filter fent her back, fearing fome fad effect cf 
"her diftemper, which, from the moment fhe left home* 
had increafed by fuch fwift degrees, that at her return 
fhe feemed but like the fpe&re of' the once gay Felicia* 
Adario too, on hearing fhe was gone, fell into convtfl- 
lions, which were near being fatal to him ; this new 
diforder, however, retarded his recovery fo much, that 
it was near four months before he was able to walk about 
his chamber. I was fo greatly affected with their mutual 
diftrefs, that I refolved to relieve it?, if by any means I 
could : but neither of tbem having declared their fenti- 
irients to me, I was at a lofs how to break the know- 
ledge I had of them, either to the one or the other. 
My concern for my child, whom I faw almoft at the 
point of death, made me at laft caft afide all fcruples. 
I revealed to her the difcovery I had made, and per- 
ceiving fhe was in a cohfufion fcarce fupportable; I 
endeavoured to comfort her, and told her it was no 
breach of modefty for a young' maid to be charmed with 
merit fuch as our gueft appeared to be mafter of. I , 
affured her alfo, that I faw the fame paflion working as 
powerfully in his foul as in her's, and that if there was 
no greater impediment than I could yet forefee, mar T 
riage fhould, in a fmaH time, complete their mutual 
- wifhes. The anfwers fhe made were but fhort, and 
confifted only in ' thanks for the tendernefs I exprefied 
for her repofe.,; yet could I plainly difcern the greateft 
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intlulgence on any other fcore would have availed but 
little to the recovery of her peace. 

From her I went to the chamber of Adario, whom I 
ffcttnd extremely penfive ; I would not, as yet, take 
any notice to him of my defign, being defirous of feeing 
if he would reveal to Felicia more than he was willing 
to doAcrme : to accomplim which intent, I ordered 
dinger to be ferved in. his chamber, feeing he was now 
iii a condition to endure company. This was - done every 
day ; and fbmetim'es pretending fudden bufinefs, I wou}d 
retire, on purpofe to give him the liberty of explaining 
hlmfelf, if he had courage to do fo. I queftioned 
lhy daughter concerning his behaviour, and me with* 
biufhes at laft cOrifeffed, that he had declared himfelf 
Jier lover ; that having told him me cotild not, without 
breach of modefty, accept of any proposals of that kind 
jrem a peribn, who, while he made an offer of his heart* 
concealed his name'; he allured her, that his quality 
was not inferior to hers; but that, > when (he prefled 
him to make it known; he only fighed, and turned hi» 
head away. I need not repeat the trouble I wa4 in at 
this latter part of the account. You may believe, on 
the one fide> I was infinitely concerned at the defpair of 
a child fo dear to me J and, on the other, could not 
think of giving her to a man, fr>im whom nothing could 
draw the fecret of his birth. After a long confidera^ 
tion, I commanded Felicia to inform him, fhe would 
Hften no farther to the declarations he ceafed not tct 
jnake her, nor . on any terms believe his preteniions 
Were fuch as Were confiftent with honour, unlefs htt 
made them known to me, and alfo from what parent! 
Ihe derived his being. She obeyed, and he appeared in 
sAi the iohfufion imaginable ; he told her, that he. had 
Hot the lead hope of fucceeding ; that all the reafon 
J* had fo long concealed himfelf was, that he wa» 
certain of lofmg all that good-will the fervice he had 
done me had acquired, when once that fatal fecret 
feould be difcoyered :— There i#, faid he, an enmity 
• Vql.IL N betwee* 
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between our parents, which, on the fide of yours, I 
will never ceafe. But why ihould I delay your atten* 
tion? He, at length, was prevailed on to difcover 
himfelf your Ton ; which I was no fooner made acquainted 
with, than I felt a tranfport which no tongue is able to 
exprefs. — The merits of Adario feemed now to mine 
with double luftre, when I Jknew they were derived from 
Miramillia. Miramillia ! whom | have never ceafed 
to admire, even when myrafh defpair made me attempt 
the life of the man moil dear to her : I flew immedi- 
ately to Adario, I embraced him with all the demon- 
stration of a paternal affection, afluring him, I ihould 
think myfelf bleffed in making Jiim my fon* There 
remains, faid I, l?itf one impediment to pur common 
iatisfaction, the confent of your excellent mother, her for- 
givenefs of a crime, which I have iince feycrely repented 
of, and vouchfafing to join your hands. Adario re- 
turned my Endearments as Decame his afFe&ioif to my 
daughter, and gave me hopes you would not he left 
bounteous to his wiihes than I had been, 

Thus, madam, continued he, have you heard the 
liftory of apaffion, which, as violent as it is, has not 
tranfported the perfons influenced by it to act any thing 
contrary to duty, or to honour ; all the tendernefs Fe- 
licia has been fb fortunate to infpire in the foul of Ada- 
rio, has never made him once intreat the gratification 
of his defires, till authorized by your permiffion. If then 
the mutual loye of thefe darlings of the hearts of us 
both, can be cf any power to move you ; or the fineere 
penitence of Ciotario mitigate the * guilt of his former 
raihnefs, behold I join in |heir fubnriffions, and intreftt 
you will npt be refractory to their wiihes. 

Here ceafed Ciotario to fpeak ; and taking Adario in, 
one hand, and Felicia in the other, they all three fell 
on their knees before Miramillia ; who exprefling fome 
confufion to fee Ciotario in that pofture, firft railed him, 
in the raoft obliging manner, then embraced Felicia and 
^dario with a tendernefs^ which denoted ftc would b< ' 
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far from oppofing their defines ; which (he foon after ra- 
tified by her words. 

Thus was this houfe of moaning now converged to* 
proportionable joy : not only Felicia, but Clotario, fhe 
obliged to have apartments with her, till preparations 
were 7 made for the marriage, which was foon after com- 
pleted, to the unfpeakable fatisfafUon of all who wert 
-jppncerned ixji it. 
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